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Cupboard love 

The little Indian 
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nod off at night 

PAGE 16 




wmm 


Top writers 
in The Times 

William Rees-Mogg 
Roger Scruton 
Peter Riddell 
PAGE 18 


Battle of the 
Christmas 
box 

Bardot v 
the Queen 
PAGE 17 




Record 27 years for burglar who terrified people in their homes 







Clarkson; judges must 
note victims' trauma 


By Joanna Bale 

A VIOLENT burglar who 
gloried in terrorising his 
wealthy victims was jailed for 
a record Z7 years yesterday 
after being told by the judge 
that his crimes were far worse 
than robberies of banks and 
building societies. 

As he was sentenced to the 
longest term of imprisonment 
ever passed for domestic 
break»tns. Keith Bramble 
reeled backwards in the dock 
with shock. He will serve at 
least IS years. 

Judge Clarkson, QC, who 


retires today, told the bft Sin 
burglar that he was being 
severely punished for his 
“wicked crimes, carried out 
against people in their own 
homes". He said; “Inspiring 
terror seems to have had an 
appeal to Keith Bramble. This 
defendant gloried in the effect 
that he could produce. 

“Far too many courts these 
days look with a certain intel¬ 
lectual detachment when they 
think about the effect they 
have on those who are the 
victims of these crimes.” 

As offences went. Bramble’s 
domestic robberies were more 


serious than a raid on a bank 
or a building society, which 
were prepared for such 
crimes. Judge Clarkson added 
at Middlesex Crown Court. 

“The residents in their 
homes arc taken completely 
by surprise and with rhe use or 
Threat of personal violence, 
they are forced to part not only 
with their money, but the 
rings they are wearing on 
their hands and their valu¬ 
ables which are of often of 
great sentimental value and 
utterly irreplaceable. This has 
a lasting effect which no judge 
ought ta play down.” 


Detective Inspector Jon 
Shatford said of the victims: 
"They will never recover. They 
are totally devastated. A com¬ 
mon feature is that they do not 
feel safe in their own homes 
any more. Nightmares are a 
frequent occurrence and they 
actually had flashbacks, as 
they describe it, of what 
happened." 

Judge Clarkson invoked 
special sentencing powers 
available under the Criminal 
Justice Act to impose a jail 
term 50 per cent longer than 
he would otherwise have 
passed. He told 36-yea r-oid 


Top staff 
to be axed 
1 in CPS 
I shake-up 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


Bramble that he would serve 
concurrent terms of 21 ,22 and 
27 years for the tliree robberies 
of which he was convicted on 
Tuesday with another six 
months, also concurrent, for 
assaulting a police officer with 
intent to resist arrest. 

Anthony Gabbidon. 31. who 
accompanied Bramble on the 
last and most serious raid was 
sentenced to 16 years. 

Police estimate that Bram¬ 
ble carried out more than 100 
burglaries. Swathed in black 
and wearing a menacing 
“highwayman’s mask”, he 
used the cover of dark and 


GAVIN BLYTHE 


ALMOST a third of the Crown 
Prosecution Service’s most se¬ 
nior lawyers are to go . in a 
bureaucratic shake-up aimed 
at improving its performance! 
A new inspectorate is also to 
be created to monitor the 
organisation’s work. 

The changes are recom¬ 
mended in-a Whitehall review 
calling for 18 senior CPS posts 
— all held by lawyers — to be 
scrapped. That would cut the 
number of staff at the top of 
the service to 50. 

Standards of prosecution 
work will meanwhile come 
under the scrutiny of an 
inspectorate charged with 
providing “quality assurance” 
and improving performance. 
This team, which will start 
work next year, will go around 
the regions and assess the 
quality of the CBS’s "case¬ 
work". There will also be a 
new “strategy board" headed 
by the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. 

The reorganisation coin¬ 
cides with a separate review of 
the CPS'® functions being 
planned by the Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral Sir Nicholas Lyeii, QC in 
response to police frustration 
and criticism from victims of 
crime over dropped prosecu¬ 
tions. Sir Nicholas has said 
that he is considering install¬ 
ing some CPS lawyers in 
police stations and giving the 
police.an appeals mechanism 
when cases are dropped. 

The CPS handles most pros¬ 
ecutions in England and 
Wales — 15 million a year — 
and the Whitehall review has 
emerged after a five-month 
consultation .with staff in the 
6,(XX>-strang service, which 
employs 2.100 lawyers. 

A longstanding bone of 
contention between the police 
and the .service has beat the 
number of prosecutions that 
are discontinued, the primary 
purpose for which the CPS 
was set up nine years ago. At 
present 11.7 per. cent of cases 
are halted compared with 13.4 
per cent two years ago. 

David Nooney, the official 
in charge of implementing the 
changes, says in an interview 


in the CPS Journal: “First the 
service was still developing 
and maturing and required 
time to absorb further change. 
Second, there was a need for a 
coherent focus to improve the 
quality of performance.” 

He insisted that the changes 
were not “primarily about 
reductions", but about “being 
better prpared to meet our 
current and future business 
needs". The review would 
“clarify roles and responsibil¬ 
ities. reduce bureaucracy and 
improve the quality of the 
services provided". 

A key change is the plan to 
abolish the two assistant 
crown prosecutor posts in 
each CPS area—one responsi¬ 
ble for casework, and the other 
for operations (staffing and 
budgets). Instead, one person 
will cany out both tasks. 

Jacqui Nicholl, assistant 
secretary at the First Division 
Association, said: "We always 
argued that these functions 
should be combined — it made 
no sense to have them divided. 
But we are concerned that 
with one individual perform¬ 
ing both, there may be pres¬ 
sure to concentrate on 
oeprations at the expense of 
the quality of the case-work 
derisions — the core work of 
the service” 

The association was also 
concerned about the reduction 
of senior posts "on the 
ground” in the CPS regional 
areas, with an increase in staff 
at headquarters as part of the 
inspectorate. 

Nefl Addiscm, a former < 
crown prosecutor and now a 
practising barrister, said: 
“These changes do not really 
get to "tite heart of what is | 
wrong with the CPS. They ; 
need an external, not an j 
internal review. Removing 
these pests is just fiddling; it 
does not really cut bureaucra¬ 
cy, just creates uncertainty in 
the lower ranks." 



False tears: Gordon WardelL 42, weeps at a press conference as he appeals for help in finding the killer of his 
wife Carol, a building society branch manager. Yesterday he was jailed for life for her murder. Report Page 3 


QC appointed for 
lottery inquiry 

Anne Rafferty, QC Chairman 
of the Criminal Bar Associ¬ 
ation, is to bead the inquiry 
into claims by Richard 
Branson that he was offered a 
bribe to pull out of the contest 
to ran the National Lottery. 

Mr Branson demanded last 
night that the role of Peter 
Davis, the lottery regulator, 
should also be 
examined-Pages 2,19 

Bosnia handover 

Nato formally took over 
peacekeeping in BosniarHen- 
zegovma hum the United 
Nations, signalling the start 
of rhe biggest mission in the 
alliance’s history. People in 
Sarajevo said Nato’s involve¬ 
ment marked the beginning 
of “great hope". Troops imm¬ 
ediately began patrolling the 
ceasefire lines.— Pages 1L 19 


Major airs Wales divorce 


JOHN MAJOR yesterday 
spent an hour at Kensington 
Palace in private talks with the 
Princess of Wales on her 
marriage and future public 
role. 

Neither Downing Street nor 
Buckingham Palace would 
say what had been discussed, 
but the Prime Minister is 
known not to favour any 
formal ambassadorial rule for 
the Princess, an ambition she 
indicated in her Panorama 
interview last month. During 
his talks yesterday, Mr Major 
is also thought to have aired 
the question of divorce, but to 
have told the Princess that it is 
a matter entirely for the couple 
and not for the Government. 

The meeting was arranged 
some time ago. and is one of 
several Mr Major has had 


By Alan Hamilton 

with the Princess since her 
separation two years ago. Hie 
Prime Minister is also in 
regular contact with the Prince 
of Wales: their last meeting 
took place at St James’s Palace 
last week. 

During her television inter¬ 
view, the Princess staked a 
claim for a serious rule as an 
ambassador for Britain, al¬ 
though she did not specify 
what she wished to do. Three 
days later she flew on a brief 
working visit to Argentina, 
visiting seven hospitals and 
clinics in three days and 
having lunch with President 
Menem. 

MPs claimed at the time 
that the Princess had no 
experience or training for di¬ 
plomacy. and also said that 
her presence in Buenos Aires 


did no more than add lustre to 
the personal standing of the 
President. 

Since the Panorama inter- 
view there has been specula¬ 
tion that the divorce process 
will be speeded up to clear the 
air. but lawyers for both the 
Prince and Princess continue 
to insist tliat no serious discus¬ 
sion on the issue has taken 
place between the parties, and 
none is planned. 

Mr Major is known to be 
sympathetic towards the 
Princess's desire for a role. 
After her Panorama interview 
he defended her against the 
outburst of Nicholas Soames. 
the Armed Forces Minister 
and a dose friend of the 
Prince, who accused her. in a 
television discussion, of show¬ 
ing signs of paranoia. 


Teenager jumps to her death after hospital release 





By Stephen Farrell 

AN INVESTIGATION began yester¬ 
day into why a teenage girl who 
survived a fail under a train was 
released from hospital only to die after 
plunging from the fourth floor of a 
hotel the next night 

Jessica O’Rfordan. 16, apparently 
tried to kill herself three times within 
two days in a pact with an 18-year-old 
friend, and her family last night 
criticised Southampton General Hos¬ 
pital for discharging her after she was 
pulled from under a goods train. 

At 6.40pm on Monday, a policewom¬ 
an found Jessica and her friend Sally 
Smith sitting on the edge of a 60 ft 
bridge.over the River Itchen in South¬ 


ampton. but the pair denied intending 
to throw themselves off. 

The WPC drove them to Southamp¬ 
ton Central railway station, where 
Jessica jumped under a moving goods 
train at 9pm. British Transport Police 
took her to Southampton General 
Hospital, but as she was unhurt, she 
was released into the care of her 
mother. Maureen. Mrs O’Riordan. of 
Brockenhurst. Hampshire, is separat¬ 
ed from her solicitor husband. Kevin, 
who works abroad. 

Hie next night Jessica attended a 
concert by die pop group Pulp in 
Bournemouth and afterwards went to 
the Marsham Court Hotel, where she 
fell from the fire escape. 

Mrs O’Riordan refused to comment 


last night, but a family spokeswoman 
said: “We asked for her to be kept in at 
the hospital, but they said she was not 
hurt and she had to go home. They 
should have kept her in. It is what we 
wanted.”Hie hospital insisted, howev¬ 
er. that doctors had made the right 
decisions. Mrs O’Riordan had appar¬ 
ently satisfied them that Jessica was 
due to see a psychiatrist 

Hampshire Police also defended 
their actions, saying the WPC had 
spent “some considerable time" talking 
to the girls an the bridge and was 
assured they were looking at boats. 

British Transport Police, however, 
expressed surprised that Jessica was 
allowed home from hospital when “by 
some mirade" she was unharmed by 


the goods engine that passed over her 
body as she lay between the rails. 
“Hirowing yourself under a moving 
train is not a cry for help.” a 
spokesman said. 

Christopher Dixon-Box. owner of the 
Marsham Court Holel. said his staff 
were alerted by Jessica's friend shortly 
after 11.30 pm on Tuesday. “She was 
dearly distressed and said that her 
friend had jumped from a fire escape. 
She said they had both derided to 
make a suicide pact and had been 
looking for somewhere to jump off." 
They had chosen the hotel when they 
could not get into the 11-storey block of 
flats next door. 

Pop culture; page 5 
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stormy nights to target large 
houses in up-market areas 
such as The Bishops Avenue. 
Hampstead, north London. 
He armed himsdf with weap¬ 
ons including crowbars, 
knives and a screwdriver. 

Outside court. Dei lnsp 
Shatford said: This sentence 
will do more to prevent bur¬ 
glary than anything die police 
can do. Criminals have been 
treated leniently for too long. 
They are walking out of court 
laughing and we are left to 
pick up die pieces." 

Victims’ ordeal, page 7 



Bramble: gloried in (he 
terror he inspired 


Clarke blamed 
by Right for 
fish vote defeat 

By Nicholas Wood and Phi up Webster 


THE Tory Right yesterday 
turned its fire on Kenneth 
Clarke after the Government’s 
humiliating defeat over the 
European fisheries policy. 

Leading figures threatened 
further mayhem for the Gov¬ 
ernment unless John Major 
reined in his pro-European 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

The MPs, who said that 
backbench anger over Mr 
Clarke's performance at the 
Madrid summit last weekend 
contributed to the revolt, re¬ 
newed tlieir pressure on the 
Prime Minister to rule out a 
single European currency in 
the life-time of rhe next 
Parliament. 

They said Mr Major should 
confront Mr Clarke, even if 
that meant him leaving the 
Cabinet, and they issued a 
warning that the Chancellor’s 
enthusiasm for economic and 
monetary union would cost 
the Tories the election. They 
predicted that Mr Clarke 
would be in a minority of one. 
without even the support of 
Michael Heselrine, the Depu¬ 
ty' Prime Minister, if Mr 
Major changed course. 

lain Duncan-Smith. a 
Maastricht rebel who support¬ 
ed the Government in the 


fishing vote, said it was time 
for Mr Major to come out 
clearly against a single curren¬ 
cy. He said two-thirds of Tory 
MPs wanted the proposal 
dropped and that most of the 
rest would follow such a lead. 

“If we don’t come off the 
fence and carry on as we are. 
we will go from defeat to 
defeat, crisis to crisis," the MP 
for Chingford said yesterday. 
“Last night was about saying 
to the Government it’s time we 
took a stand. We cannot carry' 
on as we are." 

In remarks clearly aimed at 
Mr Clarke. Mr Duncan- 
Smith added: "No individual 
should be allowed to stand in 
the way of the party embrac¬ 
ing popular policies!” 

However, the Right appears 
to be facing an uphill struggle 
to persuade Mr Major to 
adopt a tougher stance over a 
single currency. Informed 
sources said yesterday that 
while a minority' of his close 
advisers favoured ruling out a 
single currency, the majority 
supported the Prime Minis¬ 
ter* view that such a step 

Continued on page 2. col 6 
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THOMAS PINK 
JERMYN ST LONDON 

SHIRTS 

Thomas Pink 

wishes all customers 
and friends a very 

Happy 

Christinas 

We wilt re-open with our New Year's Sale at 
Jermyn St. Drayton Gardens and Edinburgh at 
9.30am on Tuesday 26th December. 

Our other shops re-open on Wednesday, 27th. 

85 Jermyn St, SW1 
35 Dover St, W1 
16 Blomfield St, EC2 
16 Cullum St, EC3 
44 Bow Lane, EC4 
82 Chancery Lane. WC2 
Drayton Gardens, SW10 
Canary Wharf, £14 
Selfridges. Oxford St, W1 
32 Castle St, Edinburgh 

(Our Sale does nor extend to 
Mail Order or to our Tax Free shops at 
Heathrow Airport, Terminals 1&3 ) 

For any enquiries, 

please telephone us on 0171-498 2202 
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Fire and brimstone take the heat off Saint Peter 


T here could hardly have 
been a greater contrast 
between the two char¬ 
acters who featured in the 
exchange yesterday between 
Virginia Bottomley, the Nat¬ 
ional Heritage Secretary, and 
the House. One of these 
characters was described by 
Mrs Bottomley, the back¬ 
benchers behind her offering 
similar descriptions. 

The other was outlined in 
contributions from the Oppo¬ 
sition benches, led by La- 
hour's National Heritage 
spokesman. Jack Cunning¬ 
ham. By coincidence, both 
characters were called Peter 
Davis. First let us examine 


the man Mrs Bottomley came 
to tell us about. 

He was "open, honest and 
thorough” she said. Later, she 
added that he was "proper. 
Sir Ivan Lawrence (C. Burton) 
agreed, finding him "decent 
honourable and successful”. 
Mrs Bottomley went on to call 
this man “meticulous”. He 
was also "effective". 

From Mrs Bottomley and 
her supporters came a paean 
of praise for the man she 
credited with _ enormous 
achievements in raising 
money for charity. In her 
judgment he had been more 
successful at this than anyone 
else in the world. We began to 



wonder why we had never 
heard of this latter-day saint 
before, but put it down to his 
personal modesty. It was good 
of the Heritage Secretary to 
tell the world, before Christ¬ 
mas. We longed to shake his 
hand. 

So modi for this Peter 
Davis. But there was another- 

Speaking for Labour and 
spluttering with moral indig¬ 
nation. Dr Cunningham 
described a fellow whose con¬ 


tinuation in office was attract¬ 
ing "universal condemna¬ 
tion". Donald Anderson 
(Lab, Swansea E) went fur¬ 
ther this man was "damaged 
goods". 

Harry Barnes (Lab, Derby¬ 
shire ME) believed him to 
be dishonourable. Michael 
Martin (Lab, Springbum) 
said he was stupid. Some¬ 
one else shouted that he 
was a "hyena". Most alarm¬ 
ingly of all, Mr Anderson 


attributed to him "the smell 
factor. 

Two men. then. One decent, 
honourable, successful, metic¬ 
ulous and effective. The other 
a dishonourable, stupid, dam¬ 
aged, smelly hyena. Could 
they by any chance be related? 
Would their mothers have 
recognised them from these 
accounts? 

That MPs were in fact 
discussing the same man, the 
regulator of the National Lot¬ 
tery. would be hard for any 
observer, let alone his mother, 
to believe 

Yet that is the unreality 
which Commons debate can 
create. This was the House’s 


last serious exchange before 
Christmas. It provided, in 
festive vignette, a gruesome 
case-study for 1995. 

The problem is getting 
worse. "New”.Labours habit 
of injecting moral outrage into 
every nook and cranny of 
debate bas the paradoxical 
effect of letting the Govern¬ 
ment off the hook. 

In the face of demands that 
she account for the fact that 
Mr Davis's wife shared ante¬ 
natal classes with the wife of a 
director of Grech, twenty 
years ago, and a Labour 
demand that she describe how 
sudh friendships had proceed¬ 
ed since then, Mrs Bottomley 


sounded common-s ense, as¬ 
sured,- Opposition criticism 
overheated- "McCarthyite," 
protested Mrs B. and the 
charge struck a chord- “Mean 
and nasty!" shouted oneToiy- 
And it was. Inclined at foe. 
outset to wonder whether Mr 
Davis did have the required 
judgment, I had swung by the 
end to resenting his assailants 
more. .. • -■ 

If Cunningham and his 
tram had raised an eyebrow,. 
rather than the root they 
could have made. Mrs 
Bottomley look feeble. In the 
face of Opposition fire and 
brimstone, she simply looked 
level-headed. 


MPs seek 
safeguard 
as MIS 
takes on 
new role 


By Michael Evans 

DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 


M15 OFFICERS investigating 
organised crime, the new role 
far the Security Service, must 
not be allowed to operate 
•‘independently and unseen” 
a senior all-party committee 
said yesterday. 

The need for accountability 
and proper authorisation for 
any action taken by MI5 
against organised criminal 
gangs was emphasised in a 
report to John Major by the 
parliamentary Intelligence 
and Security Committee 
which is responsible for over¬ 
seeing M15, MI6 and GCHQ, 
the Government's secret com¬ 
munications headquarters. 

The Security Service Bill 
published yesterday states 
that MIS will be able to act “in 
support of the prevention and 
detection of serious crime" 
The Bill is expected to become 
law early next year. 

Tom King, chairman of the 
supervisory committee, wel¬ 
comed the new role for MIS, 
but added: “U is vital that 
arrangements are absolutely 
dear as to how it will operate, 
in particular that the Security 
Service is working in support 
of the police and Customs and 
not as an independent force in 
this field." 

The announcement was first 
made by die Prime M inister at 
the Tory party conference in 
October when it was 
emphasised that unlike toe 
counter-terrorist role where 
MIS has primacy over the 
police in Britain, the Security 
Service would only be “assist¬ 
ing" the law enforcement 
agendes in tackling organised 
crime. 

Mr King, the former De¬ 
fence Secretary, said there 
were several areas that had to 
be resolved, induding the 
manner in which MIS officers 
would give evidence for toe 
prosecution at trials, and toe 
procedure under which war¬ 
rants would be issued for 
telephone tapping and enter¬ 
ing suspects’ houses. 

He listed a number of areas 
where MI5 could become ire 
volved. induding drug traf¬ 
ficking. money laundering, 
counterfeiting, extortion, 
smuggling and international 
fraud. 


Leading article, page 19 


Steel compromise 
bolsters Ulster 


peace efforts 


By Phiup Webster, political editor, and Nicholas Watt 


JOHN MAJOR will pay a pre- 
Christmas visit to Belfast and 
Dublin today after settling a 
dispute over aid for the Irish 
steel industry. 

The Prime Minister will 
meet John Bruton in a further 
attempt to maintain the mo¬ 
mentum of the peace process, 
which has been threatened 
anew by a series of killings in 
Northern Ireland. There are 
growing fears among the sec¬ 
urity forces that toe IRA is 
embarking on a purge of drug 
dealers in the Province. 

Mr Major's visit to Dublin 
was given the go-ahead after a 
compromise in toe dispute 
over British objections to sub¬ 
sidies for a steelworks in Cork 
The sale of Irish Steel to an 
Indian group, I spat Interna¬ 
tional, required the approval 
of all 15 European Union 
governments because it in¬ 
volved an injection of about 
£28 million in state aid, which 
is notifiable to Brussels under 
EU rules. British ministers 
objected because they said the 
deal would threaten British 
jobs and create unfair compe¬ 
tition for them. 

But lan Lang. President of 
toe Board of Trade, said last 
night that the deal protected 
jobs at Irish Steel but not at toe 
expense of jobs in Britain. 

As Mr Major prepared for 
his one-day trip to Belfast 
unionist politicians called on 
toe Government to declare the 
murder of three men in less 


than a fortnight a breach of 
the IRA ceasefire. 

Ken Maginnis, defence 
spokesman for the Ulster 
Unionist Party, described toe 
murders as a blatant breach. 
Security sources said they 
believed toe IRA was behind 
toe murder of Christopher 
“Sid” Johnston, who was shot 
outside his house in the na¬ 
tionalist Lower Ormeau area 
of south Belfast on Tuesday 
night 

Mr Johnston, a drugs deal¬ 
er, was murdered 24 hours 
after Francis Collins, another 
drugs dealer, was shot dead in 
toe city Paul Devine, 35. 
recently released from a jail 


Loyalist jailed 
for ten years 


A loyalist who had talks with 
the Government in the Prog¬ 
ressive Unionist Party deleg¬ 
ation this year was jaOed for 
ten years for conspiring to 
run guns to the Ulster Volun¬ 
teer Force, at the High Court 
In Edinburgh yesterday. 

Lindsay Robb, 28, of Lurg- 
an, Co Armagh, and two 
others, both from Scotland, 
were found guiltyal toe High 
Court in Glasgow two weeks 
ago of soliciting other per¬ 
sons to make available and to 
acquire arms and ammuni¬ 
tion with toe intention of 
endangering life. 


sentence for drug offences, 
was shot on December 8 in 
south Belfast 

Unionists, who were angry 
that Sir Patrick Mayhew 
failed to raise toe shootings in 
his meeting on Tuesday with 
Gerry Adams, believe toe 
Government is reluctant to 
question republicans for fear 
of risking its talks with Sinn 
Fein. Security sources say. 
however, that the rRA cannot 
be condemned publidy until 
the police can provide firm 
evidence of its involvement. 

Speaking after an Anglo- 
Irish conference in Dublin 
with Dick Spring. Ireland's 
Deputy Prime Minister, Sir 
Patrick condemned toe kil¬ 
lings and said they underlined 
the importance of removing 
illegal weapons from North¬ 
ern Ireland. 

The two ministers clashed 
over unionist proposals to 
establish an elected assembly. 
Sir Patrick said that Britain 
would look very favourably at 
any means of bringing people 
together to talk about complex 
matters. But Mr Spring said 
that toe proposal, promoted 
by the Ulster Unionists and 
Democratic Unionists, had se¬ 
rious flaws. 

□Two men were convicted 
yesterday of murdering Mar¬ 
garet Wright, a Protestant 
who was stripped, tortured 
and shot four times in toe 
head in a loyalist band hall at 
Easter 1994. They will be 
sentenced in the new year. 


IRA uses murder to stamp 
authority on drug trade 


By Nicholas Watt 

IRELAND CORRESPONDENT 


THE murder of three Belfast 
drug dealers within two weeks 
highlights toe terrorists’ det¬ 
ermination to maintain con¬ 
trol of toe drug trade in 
nationalist areas. 

Security sources believe that 
toe IRA is attacking drug 
dealers to protect an impor¬ 
tant source of income. They 
scoff at claims by some repub¬ 
licans that the IRA has a 
moral duty to stamp out “anti¬ 
social elements". One source 


said that toe IRA licenses drug 
dealers, who pay a percentage 
of their takings to operate in 
nationalist areas. 

The IRA also has a political 
motive for shooting drug deal¬ 
ers. Many republicans fear 
that it has begun to lose its 
grip on nationalist areas since 
toe ceasefire. Killing “social 
offenders" sends an unequivo¬ 
cal message to anyone think¬ 
ing of defying IRA authority. 

Detectives investigating the 
deaths of the five alleged drug 
dealers murdered in Belfast 
since April cannot go into 


details of how or whether any 
of the latest victims crossed the 
IRA. However, security 
sources have little doubt that 
toe men were victims of care¬ 
fully planned JRA attacks. 

Bill Stewart, the Assistant 
Chief Constable in charge of 
toe RUC in Belfast came dose 
to blaming the IRA for the 
attacks yesterday. "Certainly 
these murders have been car¬ 
ried out with toe same degree 
of meticulous planning and 
ruthless execution common to 
killings previously daimed by 
paramilitary gangs," he said. 


Respected 
QC will 
head 
lottery 


inquiry 


By Arthur Leathlev 
and Frances Gibb 


ANNE RAFFERTY. QG 
chairman of the Criminal Bar 
Association, will head an in¬ 
quiry into claims by Richard 
Branson that he was offered, a 
bribe to ptdl out of the contest 
to run the National Lottery. 

She is one of the handful of 
women who have reached the 
top at the Bar. and won toe 
acdaim of colleagues earlier 
this year when she was elect¬ 
ed to head toe influential 
2,000-strone Criminal Bar As¬ 
sociation. toe first woman to 
hold toe post 

Mr Branson said last night 
that the inquiry, which begins 
next month, should also ex¬ 
amine the role of Peter Davis, 
the National Lottery regula¬ 
tor, in awarding the lottery 
contract to Camelot 

Mr Davis, who fought off 
calls for his resignation after 
he admitted accepting flights 
from Grech, the American 
company behind toe Camelot 
consortium, has been accused 
by Mr Branson of not vetting 
tfie company properly or 
checking on fraud allegations 
against some of its employees, 
before awarding the contract 

In a letter to Mr Davis last 
night, Mr Branson also called 
for toe inquiry to sit in public, 
saying it would fail to conv- 
mand public confidence if it 
was held in private. 

The inquiry was set up last 
week by Mr Davis after Mr 
Branson said that Guy Snow¬ 
den, chairman of GTedt tried 
to bribe him. an accusation 
denied by Mr Snowden. Mr 
Davis later denied further 
claims by Mr Branson that he 
had been told of toe allega¬ 
tion. Mr Davis made dear 
yesterday that the inquiry 
would focus on (he meeting 
between Mr Branson and Mr 
Snowden in September 1993. 

Virginia Bottomley, toe 
National Heritage Secretary, 
yesterday vigorously de¬ 
fended her decision to keep 
Mr Davis in his post She told 
toe Commons that, although 
Mr Davis had been unwise to 
accept free flights from 
GTech. “he declared his inter¬ 
ests appropriately. There has 
been no question of his hav¬ 
ing sought or received person¬ 
al gain from toe visits which 
he undertook. 

"He has assured me that 
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Anne Rafferty will lead the inquiry called by Peter 


Davis, below left, into allegations by Richard Branson 


there are no other issues 
which may come to tight 
subsequently which could af¬ 
fect my decision in this 
matter." 

Jack Cunningham. Shadow 
National Heritage Secretary, 
accused Mr Davis and Mrs 
Bottomley of showing “an 
abysmal lack of judgment" 
and called for a code of 
conduct for regulators of pri¬ 
vate monopolies to avoid fur¬ 
ther controversies. 

Senior ministers had told 
Mrs Bottomley that to dismiss 
Mr Davis could spark a 
witch-hunt of regulators of 


privatised industries and pub¬ 
lic servants. Before declaring 
her backing for Mr Davis, 
Mrs Bottomley had discus¬ 
sions with Cabinet colleagues. 

She is said to have been 
swayed by Mr Davis’s open¬ 
ness in dedaring all details of 
flights and hospitality and by 
the fact that his integrity had 
never been challenged. A 
colleague said: “The easy 
decision would have been to 
cave in to media pressure but 
she has stood firm and done 
what she believes to be right, 
not what is immediately 
popular.” 


Compensation plan 
for drought victims 


By Nick Nuttall, environment correspondent 


WATER companies should be 
required by law to pay com¬ 
pensation of up to £100 when 
supplies are disrupted or cut 
off in droughts, the industry 
regulator said yesterday. But 
Ian Ryatt, Director-General of 
the Office of Water Services, 
drew the line at compensating 
unmetered households under 
hosepipe bans. 

The proposals for compen¬ 
sation, published in a consult¬ 
ation document accompany 
fears that the situation in 1996 
will be worse than 1995. 

Under the existing rules 


customers can claim £10 every 
time their 1 service fails below a 
set standard. But the scheme 
does not include refunds dur¬ 
ing droughts. 

Mr Byatt said under a 
revised scheme customers 
would be paid £10 a day up to 
a nuudumum of a £1QQ if 
supplies were rationed by rota 
cuts or standpipes. 

Companies such as car 
washes and garden centres 
banned from “non-essential" 
use would be able to claim 
compensation for financial 
loss. 


Right blames Clarke 


Continued from page 1 
would shatter the fragile Cabi¬ 
net truce over Europe and 
derail the Government's 
efforts to persuade its Euro¬ 
pean partners of toe dangers 
of monetary union. 

Mr Clarke is to represent 
Britain in toe European study 
of toe practical implications of 
having one group of countries 
using a single currency and 
another group excluded. 

The Prime Minister private¬ 
ly hopes that toe report, due in 
toe second half of next year, 
will check the momentum 


towards EMU. The Chancel¬ 
lor, however, does not appear 
to share his doubts about such 
an approach. 

As Tony BaJdry, the Fisher¬ 
ies Minister, prepared for 
today’s talks in Brussels over 
funner aits in catches, Mr 
Heseltine told BBC Radio 4 
that toe rebels were risking a 
Labour government that 
would “abandon all toe safe¬ 
guards that John Major had 
secured in Europe” 


Tory embarrassment, page 9 
Letters, page 19 
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to leave 



Janet King, toe gwmiw «f fe 
HoBoway ja& *» r _7-, 

leave her post m toe New . 

Year after toe Caieflnspertjff : 

of Prisons described comfr 
pons at toe prison as :; r v. 
‘Tmaccep&tbfy low”. .. j 

Tim) mate govuoots ne 
being tipped as potential . / 
successors to Ms King. Her ^ 
position at the north London . 
prison Is considered tow ; 
untenable since the Chief 
Inspector of Prisons, Gcncr^- 
at Sir David RamSbo toaig; ■ ' 

took the unprecedented step v 
of halting an inspection at tin 
j*n and caHutgfor “immedi¬ 
ate improvements"., ’' - 


Council cleared; 


An indcpenrtent inquiry info 
allegations of nepotism and, 
sectarianism aTMonkSamts 
District Council So Glasgow 
has found no evidqra 'rf 
wroagttomg despite toe town:, 
ball payroll intimtfmg tt rete; 
fives of coaridSors. Eifieen 
cormctflors- - who toad. bees 
suspen d ed by the Labour 
Partynow look certainto br : 
reinstated. The late John 
Smith was MP for the area. 


Snow hope 


Snow on Christmas pay in 
London is; a possibility, 
weathermen said yesterday. 
Snow showers areexpected 
in Scotland and toe. North 
East and a drop in tempera- 
tnre in tile South couW result 
in a falLIfaflaSe frits the 
roof of toe Weather Centre 
one man who bet &500 with 
Ladbrokes stands to win 
£23,000. 

- Forecast page 24 


Magazine move 


Phxfrp Jeffrey, the majority 
shareholder of the New 
Statesman & Society* said 
that he would be wilting to 
“buy back" the magazine, 
which is being put into ad¬ 
ministration after continuing 
losses. Mr' Jeffrey's initial 
refinancing plan had beep 
blocked by the title’s - five 
trustees, ^who were appointed 
to •. ensure ' r its editorial 
independence. 


Lawyer jailed 


Graham • DurnfrmL Ford; 
head of. a law firm with 
offices in Sussex, Kent and 
London, was jaded for ten 
years yesterday at Maidstone 
Crown COurt; for stealing 
more titan £5 million from 
dead efiertis mid charities. 
P anrfc nd. fund. £2, from 
Battle, admitted ten sped- 
men charges of theft. After 
Ins arrest tds firm collapsed 
with the loffi of 230 jobs. 


Christmas thief 


A shoplifter who dressed as 
Santa Claus to mingle with 
Christmas shoppers was giv¬ 
en 12 months’ probation, 
fined £50 and ordered to do 
60 hours’counuunity service. 
Patrick Houghton, .30, of- 
Norwich, admitted 7 two 
charges of theft at tire city's 
magistrates’ court He was; 
found carrying a. teddy bear, 
two cheeses, a chicken, and 
two baboons on sticks. 


GCHQ ban eased 


Moves to allow employees at: 
the Government’s GCHQ in- ty 
teffigenre centre to belong to 
an independent union of 
GCHQ staff or a staff federa- ; 1 ;;' 
turn, were announced ' hy vx. 
Malcolm Rifktod, the FtiK-'r 
eign Secretary, in a Coi-i- v 
mons written reply yesterday. . 
However, industrial arthtoZ : V: 
will not be allowed. Umoh j : '. - 
membership was banned-- ; 
under Mrs Thatcfaer~inl9f£4.: . 


A death sentence on a dog -J 
called Sinbad was lifted yes^ ij - 
terefay when a judge said; ft it 
was noU dangerous pit buff . >\ 
terrier, but more ofanEngr; ^ 
fish bufl terrier. The dog's 
owner, Roy lias, 3C, of Yorfc, 
was convicted of not register-'- ? 
tog the dog under tbe Dan-■ «£■' 
gerous Dogs :Act ,■ "hut? $: 
appealed .against th£ 
tenet co' save it from being ' -^ 
destroyed. r . 



□ Mr John Ward i 

us to make dear 
traiy to a report (December 
11), he iS Still Parliamrtiaij r^- J 
private secretary to foe v 

Minister. We apdogise^r^-^ : 
file error, and also forwrong-\Av & 
fy attributing to Mr 
views on the charsfoer of the 
House of Commonswhkh'he'' ^ 
does not hold. 


□ It was foe Savings 
Investment Bank, based 
the Isle of Man. winch do&ed 
in 1982 and not .foe Isle of 
Mao Bank wfcifo is a subsid¬ 
iary of NatWcst Group (City ’ 
Diary. December 15). „ ■ ; 
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Psychologist says killer sought ‘aggressive, dominant and deviant sexual satisfaction’ 
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Lite tor man who Warden stabbe 

faked ambush to | gS 'M ? e ~e^e 

By Kathryn Knight and Adrian Lee 

^ : iWKIIiSL a WOMAN who was . ing ‘I'm too young to 


SCHEMING husband Gor¬ 
don Wardell was jailed Tor life 
yesterday far the murder of his 
wife Carol, a building society 
manageress. 

Warden. 42. had faked an 
elaborate ambush at his home 
and then a robbery at his 
wife's office to cover up his 
crime. He later went on nat¬ 
ional television to plead tear¬ 
fully for help in catching his 
wife* killers. 

After returning its unani¬ 
mous verdict at Oxford Crown 
Court, the jury was told that 
Warden had a previous con¬ 
viction, imposed when he was 
17. for wounding when he 
lured a teacher's wife to a 
wood and stabbed her in the 
neck. 

Wardell, who had claimed 
the gang attacked him then 
kidnapped his wife Carol, 39. 
was described as an extremely 


By Adrian Lee 

dangerous, evil and devious 
man by the trial judge. 

As the verdict was an¬ 
nounced Carol Warden’s 
mother Joan Heslop. 67. from 
Coventry, whispered: “Oh. 
thank God." Afterwards she 
said her son-in-law deserved a 
death sentence. She said she 
had had a “mother's intuition" 
that he was guilty. 

Wardell. a warehouse man¬ 
ager from Meriden. West 
Midlands, showed no emotion 
other than to raise his eyes 
and blink repeatedly. After the 
case police, praised by Mr 
Justice Cres swell for their 
investigation, said he might 
new be questioned in relation 
to other unsolved crimes. They 
include the disappearance of 
two women. 

Mrs Warden's body was 
found in a lay-by in September 
last year. Her husband 


The jigsaw of lies 
that refused to fit 


DESPITE Gordon WardelTs 
minutely detailed plans to 
cover his guilt, detectives 
found several pieces of the 
jigsaw would just not flL 

His story about a gang of 
hardened criminals who 
were wiOmg to kiO for money 
began to worry police. If the 
motive had been cash why 
had they chosen such a rural 
bonding society branch? Why 
had they taken only about 
£14,000 from the safe? 

Why had the supposed 
ganginot tried to rip off Carol 
Warden's gold rings and 
riom or steal goods from 
the house? 

Mrs Warden had used a 


personalised code to enter 
the branch's staff areas but 
she had been trained that in 
a raid die should use a 
different code. 

On Warden himself, hospi¬ 
tal staff could find only 
superficial injuries. It was 
proved that be could have 
tied himself, and 
anaesthetists said it would 
have been almost impossible 
for him to have been knocked 
out for 12 hours as dahaed. 

Wardell claimed Carol 
had eaten at about 7pm. 
giving her three hours to 
digest it before her alleged 
ordeal. Undigested food was 
found in her stomach. 


claimed he was bound, beaten 
and gagged by a gang, then 
tied up leaving him unable to 
move for 16 hours after being 
attacked when he returned 
home from posting a letter. 

The prosecution said he 
stole £14.126 from the Wool¬ 
wich Building Society in Nun¬ 
eaton. where his wife worked, 
then left ore: of her sandals at 
the scene. 

Speaking after the verdict, 
Mrs Warden's family and 
Warwickshire police ex¬ 
pressed their satisfaction. 
Mrs Heslop said: "A light has 
gone out of our lives never to 
return, but justice has been 
done. Carol will be able fo rest 
in peace now. She loved life 
and was full of life. To have it 
taken it away so tragically in 
such a way was terrible. 

“It has been a nightmare for 
myself and the rest of the 
family. I can assure you all it 
will never be the same. I dread 
to think what we would have 
done if the verdict had gone 
the other way." 

Mrs Heslop said her doubts 
about her son-in-law's inno¬ 
cence began the day after Mrs 
Warden’s funeral. She said: “I 
had my own suspicions but 1 
felt guilty for feeling such 
things. Something told me it 
was Gordon.” 

Mrs Heslop said she would 
never know if Carol was 
aware of her husband's con¬ 
viction and four-year prison 
term for his attack on the 
woman. 

Mrs Heslop. who shared 
.her home with Wardell for 
three weeks after the killing, 
all the time believing he and 
her daughter had had a happy 
marriage, said words could 
not now express her feelings 
towards him. 
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Gordon and Carol Wardell on their wedding day in 1982. Her mother, with whom 
he stayed after the killing, felt intuitively that he was guilty of murdering his wife 
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Wardell stabbed 
first victim when 
he was seventeen 

By Kathryn Knight and Adrian Lee 

A WOMAN who was . ing Tm too young to die’." 
stabbed by Gordon Wardell Mrs Hayes managed to shut 
when he was 17 recalled her the passenger door. “I pressed 
ordeal as he awaited trial for my neck to stop the bleeding 
murder. Brenda Hayes, now and then he was at the door 
58 and the mother of three again, hitting the glass with 
children, was married to the handle of the knife, trying 
Warden's geology teacher, to break it so 1 just drove on 
Peter, when the teenager lured and stopped someone who 
her to an isolated spot in June called an ambulance.” 

1970. squirted de-icer in her Mrs Hayes was in intensive 
face and stabbed her. care for three weeks. The 

She needed nine pints of wounds damaged her nervous 
blood, and still bears the scars system and she still has scars 
of her injuries. The couple around her neck. Wardell was 
moved away from Solihull to arrested and charged with 
escape the memory of the attempted murder, but plead- 
attack. Wardell telephoned ed guilty at Warwick Crown 
Mrs Hayes one Sunday after- Court to a reduced charge of 
noon while her husband, who wounding with intent to cause 
had taught Wardell for three grievous bodily harm. He was 
years, was out on a field trip, jailed for four years. 

“He told me he had found a “In my opinion he intended 
plant that Peter wanted and to kill me. I cant say I've 
could I collect it because he forgiven him.” Mrs Hayes 
was on his bike and couldn't said. “! cant understand why 
manage it.” she said. he chose me. It's terrible that 


A WOMAN who was 
stabbed by Gordon Wardell 
when he was 27 recalled her 
ordeal as he awaited trial for 
murder. Brenda Hayes, now 
58 and the mother of three 
children, was married to 
Warden's geology teacher. 
Peter, when the teenager lured 
her to an isolated spot in June 
2970. squirted de-icer in her 
face and stabbed her. 

She needed nine pints of 
blood, and still bears the scars 
of her injuries. The couple 
moved away from Solihull to 
escape the memory of the 
attack. Wardell telephoned 
Mrs Hayes one Sunday after¬ 
noon while her husband, who 
had taught Wardell for three 
years, was out on a field trip. 
“He told me he had found a 
plant that Peter wanted and 
could I collect it because he 
was on his bike and couldn't 
manage it.” she said. 

She was directed to an 
isolated country lane and 
waited with her two young 
sons, who were in the back of 
the car. Wardell arrived min¬ 
utes later. “He grabbed me 
from behind and put a sheath 
knife to my throat. I thought I 
would pass oul He then said 
he was Paul Newman and 
said he wanted money.” 

They returned to the car. 
where, over the next 30 min¬ 
utes, Wardell became increas¬ 
ingly angry and erratic, 
stopping and starting the car. 
“1 knew he was on a short fuse 
and the violence was just 
there, waiting,” she said. 

He tied Mrs Hayes's hands 
behind her back and hit her on 
the head before leaping out of 
the car and slashing one of the 
from lyres. “He stabbed me as 
he was standing outside the 
car — once in the back of the 
neck and once just above the 
collar bone on the right side of 
my neck. I started bleeding 
profusely. 1 remember think- 


it's had to happen asjain." 

Her husband said: “As a 
schoolboy he was introverted 
and nothing stood out abour 
him. It's sad that a woman has 
had to die for the point to be 
made and that he didn't get 
help in the first place ” 



Brenda Hayes: stabbed 
when Wardell was 17 


Police investigate li nk s with prostitute killings in the Midlands 
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By Adrian Lee " 
and Kathryn Knjght 

GORDON WARDELL may be 
interviewed in prison about un¬ 
solved crimes in the Midlands, 
inducting the murder of prosti¬ 
tutes. During their investigation 
into the death of Card Wardell, 
detectives established links be¬ 
tween her husband and prostitutes 
working in the Coventry area. 

The prosecution at Warden's 
trial said he and his wife of 12 years 
had not had sex for six months 
before her murder. “He found his 
entertainment elsewhere, let's put it 
that way,” an officer involved in the 
case said. 

Senior officers from three forces 
have already discussed Warden's 


"■possible involvement in the murder 
‘of Barbara Flynn, a prostitute in 
Coventry, and the disappearance of 
L Nicola Payne, 19, from Coventry, 
who was not a prostitute. 

Detective Superintendent Tony 
Bayliss, who headed the Wardell 
murder inquiry, said: “There is a 
possibility that Gordon Wardell 
will be questioned about other 
matters ” He described him as a 
ruthless individual and the investi¬ 
gation into the murder of his wife 
as the most difficult and exhaustive 
inquiry he had worked on. 

Paul Britton, a forensic psycholo¬ 
gist called in by Warwickshire 
Police, concluded that Wardell was 
interested in “aggressive,dominant 
and deviant sexual satisfaction." 

Mr Britton, based in Leicester, 


plgyed a prominent role in the 
Frederick West case. He said 
yesterday he believed it would be 
“prudent” for detectives to look at 
Wardell’s movements in relation to 
other unsolved crimes. 

This is a man for whom there 
have been two episodes of gross 
violence in his life. It is highly 
unlikely there has been a silence 
between those two periods. I would 
suggest that between those two 
offences you have the probability of 
a range of other crimes. Some may 
be sexual and there is no reason 
why they should not involve 
violence." 

Mr Britton said he was told by 
police that Wardell was a member 
of the Institute of Logistics. “That 
made sense of his attempt to 


manage the logistics of this offence. 
What you have is a person who is 
extremely deviant and devious. He 
believed he was good enough to put 
together a story that would con¬ 
vince the police and lead elsewhere. 
But he was inept in its detail." 

He said Wardell's involvement 
in other serious crimes was “cer¬ 
tainly discussed" with Warwick¬ 
shire Police and it is thought they 
will look at a number of vice- 
related killings. 

Superintendent Bayliss said: 
“This was an unusual case in that 
the death came first and the 
planning afterwards. The death 
itself may have been a spontaneous 
act but tiie fact that he was then 
able to sit down and calmly plan 
what he was going to do shows 


what sort of a man he is. Most 
people in that situation would have 
panicked but he was very cool." 

For almost a week after the 
murder, Wardell was not a suspect 
His story that he had been 
drugged, bound, beaten and 
gagged by a gang of four robbers 
was plausible. But officers involved 
in the inquiry began to have their 
suspicions. 

TVo days after his wife’s body 
was found. Wardell appeared in a 
wheelchair at a press conference. 
Every breath seemed to be an effort 
as he appealed for information 
about the gang and described his 
wife's murderers as “totally evil". 

At the end of that week, a doctor 
treating Wardell told police he 
believed the injuries Wardell had 


suffered, including punches to the 
stomach, were self-inflicted. 

Wardell’s conviction as a teen¬ 
ager for luring a teacher's wife to a 
secluded spot, where he attacked 
her, pointed to a darker side in his 
character. “That was only an 
indicator but it was clearly some¬ 
thing that needed following up and 
showed what he had been capable 
of." Superintendent Bayliss said. 

Mrs Wardell’s relatives said that 
Wardell hid his previous conviction 
from his wife. Her brother. Tony 
Heslop. of Rugby- Warwickshire, 
said: The family knew nothing of 
his past. The first we heard of it 
was when it was brought out at the 
press conference. I was staggered. I 
am sure Carol did not know what 
sort of man he had really been and 


I have no doubt she knew nothing 
about the prostitutes. She was very 
naive in that sense." 

Warden’s elderly parents, Frank 
and Betty, of Malvern. Hereford 
and Worcester, refuse to believe 
their son is a killer and say they 
will stand by him. 

The case was ail speculation," 
Mr Wardell. 72, said. 

Mrs Wardell, 68, a retired home 
economics and needlework teacher 
who once taught Carol Wardell, 
said: “I spoke to Carol on the 
morning she died and she was 
laughing and joking. They had just 
been on holiday to Jersey. Gordon 
had bought a necklace and ear¬ 
rings for Carol. Are those the 
actions of someone who was going 
to kill his wife?" 
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Music and television heroes may unlock the inhibitions of suicidal youth 

Pop culture blamed for decline in teen spirit 


: By John O'Leary 
and David Charter 

POP stars and other heroes of 
popular culture exert a grow¬ 
ing influence on the lives of 
teenagers, an academic said 
yesterday after the suidde of a 
16-year-old pop fan. 

Jessica OTCordan saw the 
band Pulp the evening before 
she fell to her death from a 
hotel fire escape after appar¬ 
ently making a suicide pact 
with a friend. 

Jarvis Cocker, the charis¬ 
matic lead singer of Pulp, 
disclosed recently that he had 
spent several months in a 
wheelchair after jumping 
from a building to impress a 
girL Pulp are better known for 
singing about drug-related he¬ 
donism, however, rather than 
the suicidal angst made fam¬ 
ous by bands such as the late 
Kurt Cobain's Nirvana. 

ftofessor Leslie Francis, of 
Trinity College. Carmarthen, 
who has studied the reasons 
behind a sharp rise in teenage 
suiddes, said the breakdown 
of traditional moral frame¬ 
works appeared to be 
responsible. 

Family and church, which 
had acted as restraining 
forces, had declined in influ¬ 
ence. leaving pop music and 
television to fill the void. He 
said they appeared to affect 
young people with suicidal 
tendendes. even if they did not 
overtly encourage (he act. 

. "Hero figures can give per 
mission to put into practice 
ideas that young people have 
developed but normally feel 
inhibited to carry out," ftofes¬ 
sor Francis said. 

Cocker was unavailable for 
comment on the death of 
Jessica, a solicitor's daughter 
from Brockenhurst, Hamp¬ 
shire. He told the magazine 
Time Out in October that his 
own jump, in which he suf¬ 
fered a broken pelvis and right 









Pdlp celebrate the excesses of teenage life. The band’s lead singer. Jarvis Cocker, second left, once leapt from a building to impress a girl 


leg, happened ten years ago as 
he was Trying to impress a 
girl". 

A spokesman for the band 
said: "1 could nut see him 
trying to glamorise suidde 
like sonic singers da. He is one 
of those people who has built 
himself up from nothing after 
being on the dole for ten years. 
He is not one to get morbid. 

Pulp's lyrics contain linie to 
glamorise suidde although 
they are full of evocative 
images. Feeling Called Love 
describes the emotion as “I've 
got a slightly sick feeling in my 
stomach like I'm standing on 
top of a very high building" 
and Monday Morning says 
“They say the past must die for 
the future to be bom. in that 


case die tittle mother 


Sorted for Fs & Whizz. 
which provoked an outcry for 
its references to drug-taking, 
ends: “In the middle nf the 


night it feels alright but then 
tomorrow morning. Oh. then 











The hotel where Jessica O’Riordan fell to her 
death the day after attending a Pulp concert 


Renewing your home insurance 
in December, January and February ? 


If you’re 50 or 
over, just see 
how much you 
can save with 
Saga - call us 
NOW! 

You will know how 
expensive home insurance 
can be - thankfully, if 
you're aged 50 or over you 
can benefit from Saga 
Homecare - a superior 
household insurance that's 
only available to mature, 

• responsible people like 
-you. 

Because of this, Saga 
Homecare can offer you 
genuine savings over other 
-policies, while giving you 
cover that fully protects 
-your home and possessions. 

The-Saga Price Promise 

■ If you find another 
comparable policy at a 

’ lower price within 2 
. months of taking out Saga 
Homecare, we’ll refund 
you the difference. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 
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Exclusively for 
people aged 50 or 
over. 

• Cover is 
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Free pen with your 
quotation. 

Low Excesses. 


Call us today! 

For your Tree do obligation 
quote 
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us on the 
number 
below. _ 

We will be 

pleased to £- 

answer any questions you 
have on Saga Homecare. 

0800 
414 525 

ext.1996 

lines open Monday to Friday 
Vam - fipm. Saturdays - Ipn 
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you come down ... What if 
you never come down?" 

The Samaritans says that 
the drop in suicides overall, 
from 4.935 in 1982 to 4,628 in 
1992. masks an increase 
among 15 to 24-year-o\ds. It 
estimates that women are 


twice as likely as men to 
anempt suicide and young 
women nine times as likely. 

The most frequently dis¬ 
cussed problems in calls made 
by young people to the Samar¬ 
itans concern relationships, 
coping with bereavement and 


fear of the future. Suidde 
attempts accounted for about 
SO,000 casualty cases in hospi¬ 
tals last year, and were one of 
the most common reasons for 
the admission of teenage girls. 
But young men are much 
more likely to succeed at 


suidde. When Nirvana's Kurt 
Cobain shot himself in April 
last year, fans flooded the 
music press with letters claim¬ 
ing him as the role model for a 
generation and America suf¬ 
fered a bout of copycar sui¬ 
cides. Many British teenagers 


developed a similar obsession 
with the fate of Richey James, 
of the Manic Street Preachers, 
who disappeared earlier this 
year. 

Dr Michael Gallagher, 
head of dinical psychology at 
Hull and Holdemess Com¬ 
munity Health NHS Trust, 
said: "Often victims have 
much tower self-esteem than 
anyone suspects. Greater ac¬ 
cess to the means to commit 
suidde, such as alcohol and 
drugs, means that impulsive 
decisions can prove fatal." 

The phenomenon of rising 
suicide rates was likely to 
continue. Professor Francis 
said. “It is not an issue to be 
taken lightly. We may have to 
address it more expensively, 
through schools and counsel¬ 
ling, if old methods are not 
going to work." 

Jessica is believed to have 
tried to end her life three times 
within two days. On Monday 
evening she was found sitting 
on the edge of a 60ft bridge. 
Later she apparently jumped 
under a goods train bur es¬ 
caped injury. The next night, 
after attending die Pulp con¬ 
cert, she fell from the fire 
escape at the Marsham Court 
Hotel, Bournemouth. 
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Royal Mail’s SPECIAL DELIVERY and 
REGISTERED services guarantee overnight 
delivery from just £2.95. And we deliver all year 
round, not just on one night. 

Both Special Delivery and Registered will ensure 
your packages arrive by 12.30pm the next working 
day, virtually anywhere in the UK. However, if 
you’re sending something valuable. Registered gives 
your items extra security and the added reassurance 
of up to £500 compensation in the very unlikely 
event your package is lost or damaged. 

So if you want to guarantee a happy Christmas, 
talk to Royal Mail about Special Delivery and 
Registered on 0800 25 0800, or fill in the coupon. 


Name... 
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Postcode- 

Tel_ 

Return coupon to: 
ROYAL MAIL, 
FREEPOST, 
BASILDON, 

SSI5 4BR. 
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of Moet & 
Chandon 



i 

LL?.: 





































6 HOME NEWS 


THE 


TIMES thttbsPAY DECEMBER 21S 995 


P TTgftTWgVHQa I 


Female workers ignored, patronised or bullied says survey 

Sexist City men divide women 
into babes, mums and dragons 


fpgiplplp^ 


By Catherine Milton and Kathryn Knight 


WOMEN working in the City 
of London are still judged by 
their looks with mate col¬ 
leagues using a string of 
derisory' terms to rank Stem 
according to their sexual po¬ 
tential, psychologists were 
told yesterday. 

A Cambridge graduate who 
went undercover to investi¬ 
gate chauvinism in the City 
found men had drawn up 
their own dictionary of terms 
categorising their female 
peers as “babes”, ■’mums" or. 
if they appeared to be femi¬ 
nist. “lesbians”. • : 

Sexually attractive “babes” _ 
were patronised while those ' 
unfortunate enough to be. 
deemed “dragons'* or., 
“mums" were pressurised' 1 
into performing menial tasks 
for male colleagues. 

The findings come against 
a backdrop of high-profile 
industrial tribunals where se¬ 
nior city women have claimed 
unfair dismissal or sexual 
harassment. But many 
women working in the finan¬ 
cial sector yesterday defended 


the City. They said the atmo¬ 
sphere on trading floors was. 
aggressive and men were just 
as likely to be on the receiving 
end of an insult as women. 

Belinda Brooks-Gordon. a 
student at die Institute of 
Criminolgy in Cambridge, 
told the British Psychological 
Society that she spent a day 
undercover on die floor of the 
. international .Petroleum Ex¬ 
change tit London and inter¬ 
viewed -female • and male 
rta^rs/,She said men ap- 
. geared Vo place women within 
five different categories. 
\”BabeS” .were young and 
"attractive women who were 
treated cpu/teously by men 
bufyfewed as.decorative and 
pro {tonally irrelevant. 

‘ Women that the men con- 
" sidered -unattractive were 

branded , “mums” while a 
woman who competed with 
men colleagues by spending 
long hours in the office and 
behaving aggressively was 
regarded as “one of the boys”. 
Women who expressed sup¬ 
port for feminist causes were 


Shops boom as 
plastic hits 100 
sales a second 


By Dominic Kennedy 


SHOPS enjoyed a surge in 
sales last weekend as credit 
card purchases reached a 
record rate. 

Barclays, which processes 
electronic credit and debit 
card purchases for a third of 
retailers, was handling 100 
transactions per second last 
Saturday. This is the highest 
figure recorded but reflects an 
increase in the use of comput¬ 
ers as well as extra purchasing 
by consumers. 

Still, the busy Saturday has 
led to a forecast that there will 
be no last-minute rush this 
year, with much of the serious 
shopping already completed. 

Barclaycard users are 
spending 12 per cent more 
than last year, based on sales 
from November 30 to Decem¬ 
ber 19. This comes after a rise 
in spending last Christmas of 
10 per cent 

Yet the “feel good” factor 
may still be eluding the British 
public. When they were asked 
in a survey by Barclays how 
much they intended to spend 
this Christmas, they said it 
would be less than last year. 
“People are being quite 
gloomy but when we look at 
the high street it’s not as bad 


as many people would expect.” 
Barclays said. 

Decadence is out of fashion 
this year with the trend firmly 
towards sensible gifts. “People 
are going to be opening useful 
presents rather than throw 
away items on Christmas 
Day.” said Ruth Parkhouse of 
the British Retail Consortium, 
which represents 90 per cent 
of retailers. 

Computers are being 
bought as investments for ail 
the family. Perfume gift sets 
are selling well, as are sweat¬ 
ers. scarves, socks and rights. 
The top sellers in children’s 
wear are pyjamas and dress¬ 
ing gowns. Medium-priced 
lingerie is popular. The one 
luxury clothing item to survive 
the outbreak of common sense 
is ladies’ evening wear. 

Book sales are soaring 
because of discounting. En¬ 
graved pens have been selling 
well and Australian wine is a 
success in off-licences. 

The British Hardware Fed¬ 
eration said small power tools 
were much in demand. “A lot 
of people are going to be 
encouraged to do DIY in the 
new year.” Ms Parkhouse . 
said. 



Eileen Connors, her husband and daughter at Gatwick 

Free bar blamed 
for flight havoc 


By Robin Young 


FAMILY involved in mid- 
ir mayhem on a flight to 
merica arrived back in Britr 
n yesterday complaining 
tat the airline had been too 
jnerous with its free drinks,.. 
Three generations of the 
ash family, from Kilbum in 
irth London, had been start- 
“ - r \000-a-ftead Christmas 
, on a Northwest Air- 
light from Gatwick to 
>s Angeles. They were said 
to have created havoc on the 
flight, throwing food and 
yelling for drink, until the 
three most intoxicated were 
and handcuffed 
its by amateur 
restlers on board. 
Grandmother Eileen Cash 
id at Gatwick: “There was 


■ana 
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did anything.” She added: 
"The children were very dis- 
’ appointed. It was a Christmas 
holiday. They gave us a lot of 
drink. Why were they giving 
.out. drink? People will get 
-drunk, people are not used to 
drinking shorts. 

- “We were just friends going 
on holiday. I do not know 
whether we will ever get our 
money back. 1 certainly do not 
ever want to go back.” 

Her sister. Bridget Cash, 
said: ”1 think we were treated 
very unfairly. They kept giv¬ 
ing us drink and then there 
was a bit of trouble on the 
plane. I do not want to talk 
about it" 

Patrick Cash, 47, who was 
handcuffed and put in an 
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Leonard: “Men take as 
much stick as women” 

defined as “lesbians”, while 
those who were old or plain 
were considered “dragons" 
and heated with derision. 

Once categorised, a woman 
was treated accordingly and 
either ignored, patronised or 
bullied. Miss Brooks-Gordon 
said. One employer she inter¬ 
viewed did not disapprove of 
the behaviour of his male 
traders. Miss Brooks-Gordon 


said the ranking system she 
uncovered had implications 
for ail woman in mkle^domi- 
nated occupations who are 
undermined by the behaviour 
of male colleagues. 

City businesswomen con¬ 
tacted by The Times last night 
said that while the picture 
painted by Miss Brooks-Gor¬ 
don was not inaccurate, the 
lexicon of insults was not 
specific to women and anyone 
entering a city profession had 
to be resilient. 

Carol Leonard,a director at 
Norman Broadbent Interna¬ 
tional. a leading headhunting 
firm, said: “The city is famed 
for its lavatorial humour and 
machismo spirit but the men 
take a lot of stick as much as 
the women. It is often meant 
in good humour and should 
be taken as such.” 

Elizabeth Sullivan, who 
was the second woman ever to 
work on the stock exchange 
and who now runs her own 
headhunting firm, said the 
City had come a long way in 
the past 20 years. “When I 
started women were a five- 
minute wonder and were 


treated as such but a iot of 
guys had a rough ride too. 
Many men still behave conde¬ 
scendingly towards female 
colleagues but most are 
reasonable if you give as good 
as you get” 

One male city broker said: 
“I think ribbmg your col¬ 
leagues is endemic to the sort 
of people who are attracted to 
trading. It is a bullying atmo¬ 
sphere, but it’s the same for 
everyone, although I can see 
how a room full of 30 men 
and two women would be 
worse for a woman." 

Last month, Helen Bara- 
ber. a City bond dealer for the 
Japanese firm Fuji Finance 
International, won a claim for 
sex discrimination after a 
tribunal decided she had been 
overlooked for promotion and 
training. 

Her case followed that of 
Samantha Phillips, a trainee 
broker, who won £18,000 for 
unfair dismissal against a 
Upyd’s firm last year. She 
was dismissed after rejecting 
the advances of a married 
colleague and claimed she 
was called a bimbo. 
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Brooks-Gordon: spent the day working undercover in London dealing rooms 
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‘Courts don’t realise the terror we have been through. We are petrified at night, worried 24 hours a day’ 

Ordeal goes on for victims 
of self-styled Lucifer 


By Joanna Bale and Leyia Linton 


m 3 :*> 
-ft.-. ' 



VICTIMS of the robber who 
gloried in the name "Lucifer" 
were delighted and relieved at 
the ■ecord 27-year sentence 
impesed on him yesterday. 

Che of his last victims, 
Wiliam Angel, 70. was in 
court to see die man branded 
“wkked and callous" sent to 
prism after being convicted of 
robkery and assault Mr An¬ 
gel, who had tried to fight off 
6ft. tin Keith Bramble with a 
tabe, said: “It is a great relief. 
I an not going to be around in 



27 ’ears but I feel sorry for the 
otter victims who will be 
comting the minutes and 
yea's until the time he is 
reliased." 

Mr Angel, director of a 
fashion company, went on: "I 
pnise the jud^e. He summed 
it all up by saying that not a lot 
of thought was given to the 
yirtims. Courts just don’t real¬ 
ist the terror we have been 
through. When we go out at 
nght we are petrified. We are 
worried 24 hours a day. Dur¬ 
ing the trial we didn’t know 
whether he was going to get 
cmvicted. 1 don't think we will 
ever get over this.” 


The mask worn by Bramble 
was pulled off as he and Mr 
Angel struggled after the rob¬ 
ber broke into his north 
London home. “I keep on 
seeing that face over and over 
in my mind." Mr Angel said. 
"It will always stay with me. 
There was an expression of 
absolute fury on his face but at 
the same time panic. Being 
unmasked really unnerved 
him." 

Mr Angel, his wife Frances, 
68. and her brother. Dr Ber¬ 
nard Berman, 82. were hairing 
dinner at their home in FSnch- 
ley last December when 
Bramble broke in. armed with 
a crowbar. "Bramble abso¬ 
lutely terrified us with his 
violence. The robbery seemed 
to go on forever, although it 
was probably only a few 
minutes. 

"It has made us very ner¬ 
vous and very cautious and 
has had a tod effect on my 
brother-in-law, who suffers 
from Alzheimer’s and now 
needs 24-hour-a-day care. He 
has deteriorated quite signifi¬ 
cantly since the attack." 

Mr Angel described how 



as they struggled 
Bramble and an accomplice 
appeared: "We beard a loud 
bang and I went to investigate 
but could not see anytliing 
because they had forced the 
window open and put it back 
again. When we finished din¬ 
ner we sat down to watch 
television and I fell asleep. 

“Suddenly my wife 
screamed when Bramble ap¬ 
peared in the kitchen. I went to 
her aid and saw this huge 
masked man with a crowbar. I 
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threw a table at him and he 
threatened to gouge my eye 
out with a screwdriver. As he 
went to grab my watch off my 
wrist 1 pulled his mask off and 
he threatened to shoot me." 

Bramble pushed Dr Ber¬ 
man to the floor and kicked 
him. ignoring Mr Angel's 
pleas for mercy. Mr Angel 
said: "It was a very violent 
attack. He’s a very dangerous 
man and deserves to be locked 
up for a long time. 

"Bramble and his friend 
stole about E4.000 that my 
unde had left me. which was 
in the safe waiting to be put in 
the bank. They also got away 
with jewellery, a camera, an 
ornamental dagger and a 
watch. We’ve got some of it 
back, but well always be 
terrified by the memory of that 
dreadful night” 

Linda Ashley told how she 
fdt violated after Bramble 
broke in while her two child¬ 
ren were asleep upstairs. “Ob¬ 
jects don’t matter, but he 
raped our home and I will 
never forgel it." she said. 

Six months before the attack 
last November.Mrs Ashley 
had moved into her house, on 
an exclusive estate in 
Totteridge, north London, 
with her husband Mike, a 
sports retailer, and their child¬ 
ren Oliver. 5, and Anna, 4. 

She was watching the TV 
police drama The Bill with her 
friend Wend a when Bramble 
burst in through the door, 
armed with a crowbar. “I 
heard steps and thought it was 
the kids, and suddenly a man 
burst in from the entrance 
hall. He pulled my arm to feel 
if I was wearing a watch and 1 
suddenly started shivering 
and felt freezing cold." 

Mrs Ashley, who is Swed¬ 
ish. went on: "He asked us if 



Keith Bramble is pinned to the ground by police after the last of his violent raids on affluent homes 


we had a safe and I said we 
didn't I was in such shock I 
started speaking Swedish. 
Then he pushed us both 
upstairs and 1 got really 
scared because 1 didn't know if 
he had seen the kids or if there 
were more people waiting up 
there for us. He then threw us 
on to the bed and said ‘Stay 
there, bitches’." Bramble, of 
Tottenham, north London, es¬ 
caped with a El0,000 haul. 

Mrs Ashley said she was 
unable to sleep and suffered 
flashbacks after the attack. "I 
thought *He’s not going to ruin 


my life', but when it was calm 
around me and quiet, my 
mind started to take over. 1 fell 
relieved when he had been 
arrested but it played on my 
mind and I hate him for that." 

Bramble’s next victim, Deb¬ 
orah Finkler. a solicitor, 
praised the sentence imposed 
on him. She and her husband. 
Allan Murray-Jones. were at 
home with their two children 
when Bramble walked in 
through an unlocked back 
door. "I am relieved it is all 
over." she said. “The children 
are too young to remember 


what happened, but we are 
much more security-conscious 
now and we always have 
every door in the house locked 
when we are inside iL 

“We were lucky in that we 
did not suffer as much vio¬ 
lence as some of the other 
robberies, although my hus¬ 
band was pushed over while 
he was holding our baby. 
Lucidly, neither of them was 
hurt but we were scared for 
our children that night." 

Ms Finkler, 37, of Highgate. 
north London, had been read¬ 
ing a story to her son when 


Bramble appeared. "He just 
walked through our house 
taking our possessions as if he 
had a right to be there. He 
seemed polite and in control. 

"While he was wandering 
through the house we told the 
nanny to call the police. We 
told him police were coming, 
which probably saved us from 
being hurt further. 

"Our nanny was so shocked 
and upset by what happened 
that she resigned a week later, 
and we are now always con¬ 
scious of locking ourselves in 
all the time." 


Career criminal grew up with Winston Silcott 


By Joanna Bale 

KEITH BRAMBLE began his crimi¬ 
nal career in his early teens when he 
was a close friend of Winston Silcott. 
who is serving a life sentence for killing 
a boxer but was cleared on appeal of 
murdering PC Keith Blakelock in the 
Broadwater Farm riots. 

Detective Inspector Jon Shaiford 
said: “Bramble grew up in the same 
area of Tottenham and belonged to the 


same street gangs as Silcott, but 
whereas Silcott is bad. Bramble is just 
plain eviL" 

He liked to “relish the fear" of his 
victims and to inflict “maximum 
terror". "Bramble was a professional 
criminal. He had never had a job in his 
life but he enjoyed the money that 
came from his robberies." Mr Shatford 
said. “We believe he has committed 
more than 100 aggravated burglaries 
and made well over El million from his 


criminal career." The money fed his 
love of drugs, prostitutes and night¬ 
clubs. He enjoyed his notoriety and 
surrounded himself with beautiful 
women. At the height of his crime 
campaign he was said to be spending 
more than E2.500 a day on crack 
cocaine. 

Bramble was finally caught after 
police set up Operation Bishop, a 
special inquiry costing hundreds of 
thousands of pounds and involving 20 


officers who watched Bramble's move¬ 
ments 24 hours a day. He was tracked 
to three burglaries over eight days last 
winter and caught on the final one with 
his accomplice. Anthony Gabbidon. 
Both men tried to evade arrest by 
lashing out at police officers. 

Bramble claimed falsely during his 
eight-week trial at Middlesex Crown 
Court that the police had framed him. 
but the evidence against him was 
overwhelming. 


PC jailed 
for sex with 
girl, 15 

A police officer who bad sex 
in a patrol car with a 15-year- 
old girl was yesterday deared 
of rape. However. PC Adam 
Grice-Roberts, 32, was jailed 
for 12 months by Preston 
Crown Court after pleading 
guilty to baring unlawful 
sexual intercourse. 

Mr Justice Laws told Grice- 
Roberts. who resigned from 
the Lancashire force daring 
his trial, that be had commit¬ 
ted a grave breach of trust 
towards a damaged girl in 
his care. He accepted that 
Grice-Roberts did not know 
the girl was under 16. 

£11.5m drugs find 

Five people were being ques¬ 
tioned by customs officers 
and police after the discovery 
of Ecstasy and other drugs 
believed to be worth Ellfi 
milli on. Police moved in as 
toe drugs were being trans¬ 
ferred from alorry to a van at 
a service station on the M62 
near Warrington. Cheshire. 

Baby killer jailed 

A man who killed his three- 
week-old daughter because 
of her constant crying was 
jailed for five years yesterday. 
D creek Brooks, 30, of Ips¬ 
wich. Suffolk, was deared of 
murdering Leonie by causing 
23 skull and rib fractures but 
was convicted of manslaugh¬ 
ter at Norwich Crown Court 

Shares libel 

Edmund Wallis, chief execu¬ 
tive of PowerGen, and bis 
five codirectors yesterday re¬ 
ceived a public apology in the 
High Court and “substantial" 
libel damages over claims in 
Today newspaper that they 
cashed in share options while 
in possession of. price-sensi¬ 
tive information. 

Milliard funeral 

Fellow actors, family and 
friends paid their Inst re¬ 
spects ye£erday to the com¬ 
edy star Arthur MnOard at 
his fan era! al St Paul's, the 
actor’s church in Covent 
Garden. London. He was 
cremated in Islington, where 
he lived in a council house 
with his late wife. 
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Coronation Street the nation’s favourite 



By Dominic Kennedy 


Streetwise; the Granada 
video has beaten Batman 


CORONATION STREET has 
pulled off the marketing coup of 
Christmas, releasing a feature- 
length video which has sold three 
quarters of a million copies. 

Granada Television strategists 
have left their rivals breathless by 
the audacity of theft ploy, a new 
concept known as the “soap 
bubble” which exploits the appeal 
of the nation’s most popular 
television programme. 

Five of the best-loved characters 
— including one who left the show 
several years ago — appear in a 
feature which complements the 
plot of the programme watched 
by almost 20 million viewers. The 


video has shot straight to number 
one in the charts,-easOy outstrip¬ 
ping Batman Forever ; the newly 
released video of the movie which 
many predicted would be the 
seasonal bestseller. 

The 35th anniversary edition of 
the soap opera several weeks ago 
was a diffhanger, as viewers 
waited to see whether Raqud, the 
barmaid of the Rover's Return, 
would choose Curly Watts, the 
Street’s lovable nerd, or Des 
Barms, its handsome lothario. 

Millions timed in to see Raquel 
secretly marrying Curly and then 
disappearing for a honeymoon 
cruise unaware that Rim and 
Mavis, the comer-shop gossips, 
had booked the same holiday and 


were sure to spot them. After the 
programme, fans were invited to 
rush out to their video stores to 
buy the film of the voyage. 
Viewers who carried on watching 
the soap three times a week on 
television were still able to follow 
the plot but the offshore antics 
were available only to devotees 
who paid £13 for the privilege: 

By releasing it shortly before 
Christmas, television executives 
secured huge sales as gjft hunters 
found the perfect present for fans. 
The hype does not end there. A 
Coronation Street mug which 
plays the theme tune to the 
programme is one of Wool worths 
best-selling gifts this Christmas. 
The power of television over 


British cultural life is reflected in 
die best-selling presents during 
the final shopping days of the 
season. Riverdance, a dance spec¬ 
tacular which began as an inter¬ 
lude in the Eurovision Song 
Contest, is making a strong late 
surge as a video, according to the 
Virgin Megastore in. London. 

At Woolworths, Power Rangers 
— superhero characters based mi 
a television cartoon—are joining 
foe traditional favourites Action 
Man and Barbie. Soldier Soldier, 
a drama about : service life; is 
responsible for the ubiquitous 
Robson and Jerome, two actors 
whose unadventurous renderings 
of popular old songs have been 
dominating the music charts for 


much of the year. Their album 
collection is the fastest-selling or 
the year, with more than one 
million copies already sold a nd no 
shortage of enthusiasm before 
Christmas. Queen and The 

Beaties have been reduced to also- 

rans. Robson and Jerome’s So Far 
So Good is competing with Take 
That’s Never Forget as top pop 
. video. - , ' 

Many of the most popular 
books have a television theme. / 
Don’t Believe It, Men Behaving 
Badly and the Red Dwarf Diary, 
which are on the bestseller list at 
John Menzies, are all based on 
television comedies. 

The battle for favourite bard- 
back book is being fought be¬ 


tween the unlikely combafahfc rf 
Delia Smith, with her coUecuon »f 
winter redpes (another idmsi n 
spin-off) and Andy McNj >, 
whose Special Afr Service rmrnb- 
ries are-collected ui Immedu e 

To the humiliation of N< I.- 
Gallagher. the force behind t * 
band Oasis, the top Christmi i 
single is predicted lo be a novel 
version of bis song Wonted 
nafoimed by the Mike Howe 
PopsTbe Mancunian band s ow 
version of the tune was kept out i 
the top slot when it was release 
seven weeks ago by / Believe, 
revamp of the 1950 s standard 
performed, inevitably, by Robsor 
and Jerome. 


Hospices launch 
scratchcard to 


counter Lottery 


Dinosaur 
protected 
its eggs to 
the death 


By Alexandra Frean 
M ED1A CORRESPONDENT 


THE hospice movement is 
launching a scratchcard game 
with a top prae of £100,000. 
Help the Hospices, a charity 
representing the country's 208 
hospices, hopes to raise £1 
million by selling five million 
£1 cards to make up for a drop 
in donations due to the Nat¬ 
ional Lottery. 

Terry Taylor, chief executive 
of the charity, said it had to 
keep abreast of modem 
fundraising methods. “Anec¬ 
dotal evidence suggests that 
some hospices have seen a 
drop of 20 per cent in dona¬ 
tions since the launch of the 
National Lottery. We are con¬ 
stantly looking for innovative 
methods of fundraising.” 

The scratchcards will be 
launched in the new year. Mr 
Taylor said he hoped people 


I DOUBLE 
CASH 
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Top prize is* £100.000 


would be attracted because 
20p in every £1 would go to 
charity. Only 5.6 per cent of 
the proceeds of cards sold by 
Camelot, organisers of the 
National Lottery, goes direct 
to the National Lotteries Char¬ 
ities Board. 

fn a typical year. Help the 
Hospices raises £125 million, 
which is distributed in grants 
to local and regional residen¬ 
tial and outpatient units. 

Lord Man croft whose 
Scratch ‘n’ Win scratchcard 
organisation is running the 
game for Help the Hospices, 
said that the launch would be 


£16m secures Seurat 


THE National Gallery has 
acquired a masterpiece by 
Georges Seurat the post- 
impressionist for £16 millioa 
with the help of £8 million 
from the National Lottery. 

The Channel Of Grave- 
lines. Grand Fort Philippe. 
painted near Calais in the 
summer before Seurat died 
in 1891. has been on loan 
from the Berggruen Collec¬ 


tion since 1991. The picture, 
which will stay in Britain, 
will also become the centre¬ 
piece of the gallery's educa¬ 
tional programme. 

□ Historians were given £1 
millioa by die Heritage Lot¬ 
tery Fund yesterday for The 
HMS Trincomalee Project 
in Hartlepool towards the 
£3.8 million restoration of the 
frigate built in 1817. 


supported by an advertising 
campaign highlighting local 
and regional hospices. “Most 
public donations to hospices 
come from their local commu¬ 
nities.” he said. “You cant run 
hundreds of small lotteries for 
local hospices, so we are 
running it on a national basis 
to operate as a feeder into the 
small hospices.” 

The launch of the scratch- 
card, which will bear the 
charity's name and sunflower 
logo, comes amid continuing 
concerns about the effects the 
National Lottery has had on 
charitable donations. The Nat¬ 
ional Council for Voluntary 
Organisations has estimated 
thar individual charitable giv¬ 
ing could decline by £300 
million this year as a result of 
the National Lottery. 

There are 142 voluntary 
hospice units in Britain plus 
46 managed by the National 
Health Service and 20 run by 
the Marie Curie Cancer Care 
and Sue Ryder charities. 
Government funding aver¬ 
ages 38 per cent of individual 
budgets, according to the 
Health Department, although 
some hospices get as little as 10 
per cent 

Money also comes from 
fundraising, charity shops, tea 
rooms. legacies and cove¬ 
nants. Even NHS hospices are 
expected to find at least 10 per 
cent of their budgets from 
community sources. 


By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 


DINOSAURS were devoted 
parents that sat on their eggs 
as carefully as any modem 
bird, a find in Mongolia has 
shown. 

A well-preserved skeleton of 
a dinosaur brooding on at 
least 15 carefully arranged 
eggs confirms the contention 
that dinosaurs took care of 
their young. It also suggests 
that dinosaurs were warm¬ 
blooded. 

The find was made by an 
American and Mongolian 
team in the Gobi desert and is 
described in Nature. The 
fossil consists of an adult 
oviraptor, a species that flour¬ 
ished about 75 million years 
ago. Oviraptor was about six 
feet long from head to tail, and 
had a short head and long 
arms with three-fingered 
hands. 

The species got its name 
from the belief that it lived on 
eggs stolen from other dino¬ 
saurs. But recent work, con¬ 
firmed by this find, has 
indicated that the eggs often 
foimd with oviraptor are its 
own. not those of other spedes. 

The new fossil is remark¬ 
able because the creature app¬ 
ears to have been frozen 
sitting on its eggs. The chances 
are that it was overwhelmed 
by a sandstorm, but died 
rather than leave the nest. The 
amis are held back as if 
protecting the nest while the 
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Heather 


West laid 
to rest 
by family i 


Headier West, the danghtrd 
and final victim of Rosemary 
West, has finally been laid t« 
rest at St Michael'S parish* 
church at Tinlera, GwraLi 
Her brother Stephen, 21. and! 
sisters Mae. 22, and Tara, I7,J 
led the mourners, who in-4 
eluded West’s solicitor. Leo; 
Goadey. Heather disap-j! 
peared in 1987. aged 16. __ 

The jurors who convicted? 
West of ten murders have 
taken part in a counselling* 
session at Winchester Crown 
Court, where the trial took 
place, it has been disclosed. 
West has appealed against 
her convictions. . . 


The fossilised oviraptor, which may have been caught in a sandstorm, appears Life for Taoist 
to have been protecting its 7in-long eggs with outstretched three-fingered arms * 


hind legs are tightly folded. 
The eggs are arranged with 
their broad ends pointing 
inwards. Fifteen are visible, 
but the team, led by Dr Marie 
Norell from George Washing¬ 
ton University in Washington 
DC, estimates that the total is 
probably 22. Each egg is about 
7in long by Ih. wide. 

Brooding is usually associ¬ 
ated with warm-blooded ani¬ 
mals, though a few cold¬ 
blooded ones, such as 
pythons, also brood. 

The find, says the team, is 
the strongest evidence yet of 
bird-like brooding in" non- 
avian dinosaurs. 



A multiple rapist was gi 
three life sentences at the I 
Bailey. Judge Rogers t 
Paul Brandy, 34, that be' 
a very grave risk to (he pul 
Brandy, who admitted 
ing three women in Bed 
Green, east London, 
been deported from Can 
after being jailed for 
attacks there, the court 
told. He was snbsequc 
jailed for unlawful wound 
after attacking his girifrie 


Golf row acquit 


British scientists pinpoint 
second breast cancer gene 


By Nigel Hawkes 


Imran Hashmi was acquit t 
of possessing an i mi tat; >i 
firearm and ammunition a 
the Old Bailey after an ii a 
dent at Cambeiiey Heath gil 
dub, Surrey. The court w i 
told there bad been a row; 
ter a ball flew past Mr Has 
mils car. Four golfc 
smashed his car window 
and hit him. He hid in his si 
let's home then, he sai 
produced a decommission* 
handgun in self-defence. 


BRITISH scientists have iso¬ 
lated a second gene carried by 
families with a history of 
breast cancer. The gene, called 
BRCA2. is believed to be 
present in about a third of the 
1,000 families in Britain who 
suffer cases of breast cancer in 
many female relatives. 

It is also believed to be 
responsible for cases of the 
disease in men and probably 
accounts for 500 breast cancer 
cases in both sexes a year. 
Another gene, isolated last 
year and called BRCA1, is 
believed to be present in about 
half of the families suffering 
cancer, so the suggestion is 
that yet another gene muta¬ 
tion is responsible for the rest. 

The isolation of BRCA1 and 
BRCA2 may help in the design 
of cancer drugs, gene therapy. 


and improvements in screen¬ 
ing to detect women at risk. 
The team had already con¬ 
cluded that BRCA2 must be on 
chromosome 13, and now re¬ 
ports in Nature that it has 
isolated the gene precisely and 
identified its misplaced letters 
in the genetic code. 

The evidence is that BRCAJ 
is also involved in ovarian 
cancer, while BRCA2 may 
cause some of the rare but 
often fatal forms of the disease 
that kill nearly 100 British 
men every year. The team 
isolated the BRCA2 gene after 
studying data from 40 families 
around the world, with an 
average of four breast cancer 
cases per family before the age 
of 50. 

It localised the gene to a 
stretch of DNA representing 


about one 500th of the total 
genome, then pinned it down 
precisely by sifting through 
each of the dozens of genes in 
this region for abnormalities. 

The team, which was led by 
Dr Mike Stratton of the Insti¬ 
tute of Cancer Research in 
Sutton. Surrey, involved re¬ 
searchers from Cambridge, 
the Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund, Duke University in 
North Carolina, and took in 
data from Iceland. Holland, 
France and Canada. 

Professor Gordon Me Vie, 
scientific director of the Can¬ 
cer Research Campaign, said: 
“This is a well-deserved tri¬ 
umph for our people. They 
will go on to examine the 
function of the gene and 
explore the role of tne gene in 
non-family breast cancers." 


Bosnian patient^ 


Three seriously flj Bosnian 
children have flown intoj Eng¬ 
land with their relatives for 
medical treatment Amela 
Kurtovic. four, has shrapnel 


wounds that threaten the use 
of her leg. Meiiha Muh 
ezflovic 13, has a con; enital 
heart condition, and Lcjla 
Ahmetspahic, 13, has c incer. 
The children's stay is being 
funded by Lions Club {inter¬ 
national and the World Me- 
mbrial Fond. j 
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Guppy appeal 


Clean-up lifts heron population 


By Nick Nuttall 


THE number of herons, a 
reliable indicator of the health 
of rivers and fish, have 
reached a record high. Orni¬ 
thologists said yesterday that 
there were about 6,627 grey 
heron nests in England and 
Wales tins year, up from about 
4,000 in 1928 when records 
started. 

The improvement is also 
linked with the recent run of 
mild winters, which make it 
easier for the birds to catch 
fish. 

John Marchant, of the Brit¬ 
ish Trust for Ornithology in 




Heron: protected species 


Thetford, Norfolk, said: “If ice 
covers the water, they can’t get 
at the flsh. They are big birds 
and will have the strength to 
move to another area. But if 


the cold is bad that too will be 
frozen over.” 

The herons’ worst period 
was the early 1960s when 
numbers slumped to just over 
Z000-nests or breeding pairs. 
There has been a steady 
improvement since then as 
rivers and lakes have become 
cleaner herons are also fully 
protected under wildlife laws. 

The survey, carried out by 
volunteers for the trust, found 
that Northward Hill in north 
Kent had the most herons, 
with 189 nests. However, the 
Walthamstow Reservoir colo¬ 
ny in northeast London has 
fallen from 138 to 116 nests. 


Darius Guppy, sentenced in 
1993 to five years for a 
jewellery insurance fraud, 
will learn today if he has 
succeeded in bis appeal 
against an additional three 
years for faffing to repay he 
Lloyd’s syndicate be swin¬ 
dled. Guppy lost ao appeal 
against his five-year sentence 
in April, but fines were 
converted into compensation 
which be faffed to pay within 
the required three months. 


Wife’s plea 


A wife has appealed for the 
public to help to find the 
killer of her husband, who 
had been leading a double 
life as a homosexual. Tony 
Davies. 4a was found 
stabbed to death on Pensarn 
beach, a gay haunt al 
Abergele, Cfwjrd. after failing 
to return to their home hi 
Uysfaen. His wife Sheila, 37, 
said she had onty known him 
as a loving husband and 
father to their two children. 


R & A welcomes upstart back to fold 


By Alan Hamilton 


THE Royal and Ancient, arbiter of all 
things golfing, is supporting the planned 
restoration of a disused links on the Isle 
of Wight that once challenged St An¬ 
drews as the rulemaker of the game. 

Such was the calibre of membership of 
the Royal Isle of Wight Golf Club in Ihe 
late 19th centuiy, including the sorts of 
Queen Victoria from nearby Osborne 
House, that the dub fett stole to make its 
own rules In defiance of the Scots. 

As St Andrews is now the undisputed 
world headquarters of golfing law. 


magnanimity reigns. Michael Bona I lack, 
secretary of the R&A, has written to 
Barry Field, Tory MP for the Isle of 
Wight, that St Andrews would welcome 
the restoration and reopening of the 
island’s once distinguished links which, 
since it closed in 1961. has become the 
exclusive province of dog-walkers. 

Mr Field is negotiating with the 
National Trust, which owns the land, to 
have the course expanded to 18 holes and 
returned to sporting use. “No other golf 
course in the world could boast such a 


royal patronage, and few such a history. 
If this once fabulous course were re¬ 


stored, I have no doubt it would be a 
major worldwide attraction as an impor¬ 
tant part m the history of the game and its 
development,” Mr Field said yesterday. 

bet by the sea at Bern bridge, the course 
v Y as , 0 Pfned in 1S82 and was indy the 
sixth links to be developed outside 
bcotlancL At the time the R & A rule was 
that if you lost a bait you lost the bole. 
The Royal Isle of Wight ruled that dyoa 
a you could drop another and; 
add two strokes. To the chagrin-.of St 
Andrews, but the relief of golfers every- 
where, the English view. for once', 
prevailed. 
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Party embarrassed by mix-up over 7pm division 

Tardy MPs cost Tories 
victory in fishing vote 


By Jill Sherman, political correspondent 


THE- Government was 
s evenly embarrassed last 
night when it emerged that it 
couk have won the fisheries 
polity vole on Tuesday night 
but tor two MPs who turned 
up uo late. 

Tcry sources daimed that 
Miciaet Spicer and Sir Mich¬ 
ael Marshall thought that the 
critual vote was at I Opm 
rather than 7pm. When they 
anved at. the Commons to 
bact the Government they 
fouid that the division had 
already taken place and Lab¬ 
our had won by two votes. 

I : the two Tories had voted, 
the/ would have produced a 
tied result. Betty Boothroyd. 
the Speaker, would have fol¬ 
lowed tradition and cast her 
voe with the Government, 
gring the Tories a one-vote 
mijority. 

Yesterday Tory business 
managers were trying to con- 
era] their frustration that two 
ol their MPs had apparently 
rristaken the timing of the 
vote, despite a three-line whip 
hiving been applied. Many 
Commons votes are held at 
10pm, but it is up to each MP 
to check the timing. 

Friends of Mr Spicer, MP 
for Worcestershire, insisted 
that he had “made an arrange¬ 
ment” with the Whips' Office. 
Although he is a Euro-scepric 
they emphasised that he was 
not deliberately abstaining 
and would have voted with the 
Garemment. Sir Michael 




Pi 
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Michael Spicer and Sir Michael Marshall: both are 
thought to have mistaken the tuning of the vote 



Marshall. MP for Arundel, 
was unavailable for comment 
last night. 

Four Labour MPs who also 
missed the vote face a dressing 
down in the new year from 
their Chief Whip. Donald 
Dewar. Senior Labour whips 
were said to be fuming after 
they spent days trying to track 
down the four. Brian 
Sedgemore, Michael Watson, 
Max Madden and lan David¬ 
son. who were all abroad. Two 
were contacted but failed to 
return. 

Mr Dewar will call in the 
four individually next month, 
warning them that their action 
could have robbed Labour of a 
significant victory on the eve 
of the parliamentary recess. 

Yesterday Mr Sedgemore. 
MP for Hackney South and 
Shoreditch, who is on holiday 


with his ex-wife and son in 
Barbados, dictated a letter of 
apology to Mr Dewar. He 
wrote that he had "no excuses" 
and would have delayed his 
flight if the significance of the 
fisheries vote had registered 
with him. 

"My apologies to you and to 
all my colleagues who voted, 
including, and especially, 
those who were sick and did so 
at some risk to their health." 
he wrote. 

"When Audrey, who is Bar¬ 
badian. and with whose rela¬ 
tions lhe two of us and 
Richard, our son. are spend¬ 
ing Christmas, heard the re¬ 
sult at 11 pm British time and 
told me. I telephoned to check 
if there would be a vote of 
confidence. I was told not. In 
conclusion, l am shocked to 
have to write this letter. The 


ishby urged to step down 
nd focus on paying debts 


By James Landale and Nicholas Wood 


A SENIOR Tory official in 
David Ashby’s constituency 
yesterday called on him to 
stand down after his libel case 

defect. 

John Kailofer. the Leicest- 
erhiie North West viefrehair- 
man, said that Mr..Ashby 
should retire to concentrate on 
earning money to pay off his 
debls. The MP feces legal 
costs of £500,000 after the 
failure of his action against 
The Sunday Times, which 
branded him a lying, hypo¬ 
critical homosexual. 

“Because of his age and his 
health. 1 think he should stand 
down at the next election," Mr 
Kailofer said. "He is going to 
be 58 next time, he's got a heart 
condition and he's got to 
concentrate on earning more 
money. The best thing is to 
stand down and concentrate 
on the Bar. That is what I wilJ 
tell him." 

Mr Kailofer, who is also 
chairman of die local Conser¬ 


vative Political Committee and 
vice-chairman of European 
constituency association, said 
that die executive committee of 
the association would bring 
forward its next meeting to 
discuss Mr Ashby's future. 
“We will be asking him what 
he wants to do and expressing 
our own view as well." 

The pressure on Mr Ashby 
came as the Tory high com¬ 
mand prepared to mount one 
of its secretive rescue opera¬ 
tions to help him to meet his 
legal costs. Bankruptcy would 
force him out of the Commons, 
prompting a by-election that 
would almost certainly be won 
by Labour, further eroding the 
Government's tiny majority. 

It is understood that Mr 
Ashby met Alastair Goodlad, 
the Chief Whip, for a chat and 
a whisky on Tuesday night 
and that the whips and Cen¬ 
tral Office are preparing to 
pass die hat around among 
wealthy MPS. peers and bene- 
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factors. Money to pay his legal 
costs would be offered as a gift 
or as a loan. No action has 
been taken yet and the timing 
will depend on whether Mr 
Ashby decides to appeal 
against the verdict and how 
swiftly The Sunday Times 
presses for its bill to be paid. 

Although Mr Ashby’s con¬ 
stituency is altered slightly by 
boundary changes, the move 
is not enough to force an 
entirely new selection process. 
Instead, the association is 
likely to open up the adoption 
process to outside contenders. 
Whoever becomes the candi¬ 
date would struggle io win the 
seat which has a Tory major¬ 
ity of just 979 over Labour. 

Mr Kailofer said that al¬ 
though Mr Ashby had been 
regarded as only an "ade¬ 
quate" MP. there was great 
sadness in the constituency’. “I 
know him as a personal 
friend. I just don’t know why 
he carried on with this case." 


Bruinvels 
chosen to 
stand for 
new seat 

By James Landale 


PETER BRUINVELS, the 
maverick former Tory MP 
who once volunteered to be a 
public hangman, has been 
selected to stand for The 
Wrekin at the next election. 

Local Tories in the Shrop¬ 
shire constituency chose Mr 
Bruinvels. who lost his 
Leicester East seat in 1987. in 
preference to several present 
Tory MPs. Although The 
Wrekin is held by Labour, the 
seat has been altered by the 
Boundary Commission and 
will become Tory with a 
notional majority of more 
than 7,000 at the next election. 

Mr Bruinvels, who is mar¬ 
ried with two daughters, is a 
supporter of capital punish¬ 
ment and was known to 
journalists as a “rent-a-quote" 
MP. He said in 1990: "I love 
the media and I know how to 
get things inio the papers. My 
only ambition now is to get 
back into the House." 

He had tried for several 
other seats including Strat¬ 
ford-on-Avon, Mid Sussex, 
Halesowen and Stourbridge, 
and Epping Forest. A Tory 
official in The Wrekin said: 
“He is a good catch. He knows 
his stuff.” 


IN PARLIAMENT 


YESTERDAY in the Commons: 
backbench debate on the proposed 
rte ma ttonal passenger stabon at Strat- 
toed, east Lonoort schools in Braada3fes: 
the Mum at KnockhH racetrack. Scottish 
Questions were fafcwed by a debate on 
the Humber Bridge (Defcto) BH. eS stages. 

In the Lords: debates on the Increase In 
litigation and consequences for the 
professions; the case tor a statutory 
Imitation on cheque bookjoumalam; end 
the Western European Tine ML 

Both Houses adjourned tor the Christ¬ 
mas recess and wffl not sit again unti 
Tuesday, January &. 


defeat of the Government is 
excellent news." 

Mr Madden. MP for 
Bradford West, who is said to 
be in his holiday cottage on the 
west coast of Ireland, also 
spoke to Mr Dewar by 
telephone. 

But the whips seem to be 
focusing their anger on Mich¬ 
ael Watson and Ian Davidson. 
Mr Watson. MP for Glasgow 
Central, is rumoured to be in 
Barcelona. Mr Davidson, MP 
for Glasgow Govan. could be 
either in Spain or Sri Lanka. 
The whips have been unable 
to reach either of them for 
days. 

Labour surprised many of 
its own MPS and the Tory 
whips by defeating the govem- 
menl 299 to 297 over a routine 
motion on the common fisher¬ 
ies policy. Two Tories, BUI 
Cash and Michael Carttiss. 
voted against the Govern¬ 
ment, and II Tories deliberate¬ 
ly abstained. Seven of the nine 
Ulster Unionists also voted 
against John Major. 

Tory business managers 
had predicted that more Lab¬ 
our MPs would be away but 
Mr Dewar and his team spent 
most of Monday and Tuesday 
recalling them. Two Labour 
MPs were "nodded through" 
because they were to ill to 
walk. John Fraser, who arri¬ 
ved wearing a neckbrace after 
a bad car crash, and two other 
very sick MPS, insisted cm 
voting personally. 



Padstow In Cornwall, where many fishermen will be hit hard if proposed cats in sole quotas are confirmed 

Baldly to fight for best quotas deal 


By Michael Hornsby and Nick Nuttall 


THE Fisheries Minister 
promised trawlermen yester¬ 
day that he would fight for the 
best deal possible in talks 
starting in Brussels today. • 

Tony Baldry said: "I will be 
as hard as I have always been. 
If anyone can identify an 
opportunity I have missed, I 
will gladly give up my rote as 
Fisheries Minister." But he 
said that the industry must 
accept that catches had to be 
limited. "There are too many 
boats chasing too few fish. If 
we get the conservation mea¬ 
sures wrong, we can see the 
very real prospect of a col¬ 
lapse of our fish stocks." 

Negotiations are held every 


December to fix the amount 
of fish that can be caught in 
European Union waters in 
the coming year. The propos¬ 
als before ministers are based 
on scientific assessments of 
how much trawlers can take 
without endangering slock 
recovery. Once the total al¬ 
lowable catch has been 
agreed for each of 49 species, 
it will be divided between 
member states' fishing fleets 
according to a formula that 
gives Britain about 38 percent 
by weight of all fish caught. 

The European Commission 
has proposed heavy cuts, 
ranging up to 50 per cent in 
catches of sole, plaice, her¬ 


ring, mackerel and whiting. 
Mr Baldly said he wanted to 
get these cuts scaled down to 
avoid big fluctuations from 
year to year, which made it 
hard for fishermen to plan. 

The proposed cuts in sole 
catches would be a heavy 
blow for many fishermen in 
Devon and Cornwall. This 
year the European Comission 
is proposing no cuts in had¬ 
dock in the North Sea and is 
prepared to allow a 17 per cent 
rise in cod catches there. But 
permissible catches of both 
fish w31 remain at record low 
levels because of cuts in 
previous years. 

Yesterday fishermen chal¬ 


lenged the accuracy of the 
scientific assessments of fish 
stocks on which the quotas 
are based. Mike Townsend, of 
the Cornwall Fish Producers' 
Association, said that cod in 
the Channel and western wa¬ 
ters was plentiful this year, yei 
only a slight increase in the 
North Sea quota was being 
proposed. 

He said that trawlermen 
were frustrated at seeing good 
fishing grounds being under- 
fished while others were over¬ 
fished and harmed. They 
would like to swap their hake 
quota, giving stocks a chance 
to recover, fora bigger Chan¬ 
nel cod quota. 
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Rabin assassin put 
in solitaiy cell to 
foil a fatal attack 


IN AN attempt to avert any 
more parallels with the assas¬ 
sination of President Kenne¬ 
dy, the self-confessed killer of 
Yitzhak Rabin has been placed 
in solitary confinement in an 
Israeli jail with 24-hour pro¬ 
tection, including food-tasting 
to prevent poisoning. 

One official, describing the 
decision to move Yigal Amir, a 
25-year-old right-wing Jew. to 
the newly-prepared cell at the 
Ohalei Kider prison, neer Beer 
Sheva. said: “We are doing 
our best ro avoid a situation 
like that when 1 Kennedy's 
alleged killer] Lee Harvey 
Oswald was assassinated by 
Jack Ruby." 

The eight-minute video 
broadcast on Tuesday night 
showed the incredible ease 
with which Mr Amir perpe¬ 
trated his crime and boosted 
the belief of many Israelis that 
he was part of a complex plat 
involving members of the 
secret services. As a result, 
many believe an attempt 
might be made to silence him 
before his trial reopens on 
January 23. He has threatened 
to disclose details about the 
killing that would "turn the 
country upside down". 

Public anger over Mr 
Amir’s attempt to sabotage the 
Middle East peace process has 
been exacerbated by his lads 
of repentance during his court 
appearances. One inmate of 
the Ohalei Kider prison told 
Israel television: "Someone 
will bash his head with a rod 
at some point." 

The degree of hatred was 
demonstrated by Eitan Haber, 
Mr Rabin’s former bureau 


By Christopher Walker 

chief, who spumed attempts 
by Mr Amir's religious father, 
Shlomo. to make apologies at 
the opening of his trial on 
Tuesday. Later described by 
Mr Amir'S mother, Geula, as 
“a monster", Mr Haber told 
Israel television that he would 
“pursue the Amir family for 
the rest of its days". 

Mr Amir will eat all his 
meals in the new top-security 
cell where, under Israeli law, 
he could spend 30 to 40 years. 
The L5sq ft cell, which has a 
shower, toilet, television and 
radio, may only be opened 
with the permission of the 
prison authority. Moshe 
Malul. a spokesman for the 
authority, said that the assas¬ 
sin would be allowed to read 
books, subscribe to one news¬ 
paper and receive half-hour 


Israel bars 
US rabbi 

Jerusalem: Israel yesterday 
barred entry to seven 
Americans Jews consid¬ 
ered a security risk. They 
included Rabbi Abraham 
Hecht, 73. who earlier this 
year gave religious justifi¬ 
cation for kilting Yitzhak 
Rabin. He apologised to 
Rabin in a letter days 
before Us assassination on 
November 4. The Interior 
Ministry said the six others 
had been linked to illegal 
activities in Israel, backed 
extremist groups, or were 
active in the Jewish 
Defence League. (Reuter) 


visits from his family once a 
week. 

Nearly 50 per cent of Israelis 
watched Tuesday night's tele¬ 
vising of the amateur video, 
which showed the Mure of 
security guards or police to 
prevent Mr Amir’s attack on 
the former Prime Minister. 
"Stunned nation watches a 
nightmare’’, reported yester¬ 
day's Jerusalem Post , while 
the Yediot Ahronot, the He¬ 
brew newspaper, disclosed 
that one of those glued to the 
screen was Shimon Peres. Mr 
Rabin’s successor. He was 
also a potential target until he 
became separated from Mr 
Rabin at the end of the peace 
rally on November 4. 

Conspiracy theories in¬ 
creased yesterday with a 
Yediot Ahronot report that 
two of Mr Rabin's bodyguards 
told the police that someone 
shouted “it is not real" when 
the bullets were fired. At first, 
the shout was thought to have 
come from Mr Amir, but there 
is growing speculation that it 
was uttered by a security 
official who may have been 
part of a plot to let Mr Amir 
open fire with “blanks", which 
were later switched. 

Mr Rabin's widow, Leah, 
has repeatedly questioned 
why security men told her that 
the two dum-dum bullets 
which killed her husband 
were blanks. Until a convinc¬ 
ing answer is given, the evi¬ 
dence in the video of the lack of 
concern for Mr Rabin's protec¬ 
tion will fuel speculation that 
the inaction resulted from a 
conviction that real ammuni¬ 
tion was not being used. 



A church spire vies for attention among the towering minarets of Bethlehem, which had five mosques in 1970 but now has more than 70 

Muezzin’s call dominates Nativity town 


From Christopher Walker in bethlehem 


Mubarak death plot thwarted 


By Our Middle East 
Correspondent 

EGYPTIAN security forces 
have foiled an Islamic plot to 
assassinate President Mu¬ 
barak and take over the Gov¬ 
ernment The plot was 
described as the most danger¬ 
ous in the country since the 
killing of President Sadat by 
Muslim fanatics in 1981. 

Coming less than two 


months after the murder of 
Yitzhak Rabin in Israel by a 
right-wing Jewish militant 
and only six months after the 
Egyptian leader narrowly es¬ 
caped an ambush in Addis 
Ababa, the latest Cairo coup 
attempt was described by 
Western officials as a remind¬ 
er of the potential for instabil¬ 
ity in the Middle East 
An Egyptian Interior Minis¬ 
try official last night con¬ 


firmed a report in a leading 
Cairo opposition paper, al- 
Ahali , that the latest attack 
was planned by Islamic Jihad, 
the group which assassinated 
Mr Sadat. 

Egyptian security forces, on 
alert after the election clamp- 
down on the illegal Muslim 
Brotherhood, arrested 56 sus¬ 
pected extremists, including 
five Sudanese and one 
Egyptian. 


BETHLEHEM, revered by 
tens of milli ons around the 
world as (be birthplace of 
Jesus, has lost most of its 
Christian character and today 
has a 40,000-strong popula¬ 
tion of whom more than two- 
thirds are Muslims. 

So far-reaching has been 
the change which began soon 
after the foundation of the 
Stale of Israel in 1948 and is 
considered irreversible that 
Greater Bethlehem, which 
bad only five mosques in 1970. 
now has more than 70. Hie 
sound of the muezzin calling 
the faithful to prayer five 
times a day is a more common 
sound here than church bells, 
even around Manger Square, 
site of the 4th-century Church 
of the Nativity. 

Although the exodus of the 
Palestinian Christians is not a 
subject that many residents 
are happy to discuss on the 
eve of televised Christmas 
celebrations, officials are pre¬ 


pared to talk privately of 
intimidation, land deals re¬ 
served only for Islamic buyers 
and Christian women in 
Western-style clothes being 
pelted with eggs by funda¬ 
mentalist youths. Crosses and 
graves have been desecrated. 

“The transformation began 
when Arabs fled here from 

the formation of the _ 

Jewish State and two 
large Muslim-dominat- fa 
ed refugee camps were 
established," said 
Jawad Mana, a leading 
Bethlehem journalist 
and a Muslim. “The __ 
demographical move 
was accelerated by emigra¬ 
tion and the higher Muslim 
birth rate." Elham Sameh. 
one of 500 Protestants who 
will gather in the YMCA at 
Shepherds' Fields on Christ¬ 
mas Eve to sing carols at a 
service, said: “We Christians 
are getting less and less. We 
are now only about 2 per cent 


of the Arab population of the i 
Israeli-occupied West Bank 1 
and Gaza Strip. You will find 
more Bethlehem Christians i 
living in South America than i 
in Bethlehem." 1 

This year the drasticaUy ; 
shrinking presence of Chris- 1 
dans in the town described I 
proudly by Elias Frrij. its t 

As far as we Muslims 
are concerned, Jesus 
was a Palestinian 9 


Greek Orthodox Mayor, as 
"the spiritual capital of the 
Christian worfd" is sym¬ 
bolised by the giant portrait of 
Yassir Arafat, head of the 
Palestine Liberation Organis¬ 
ation. dominating Manger 
Square in anticipation of his 
arrival to mark the city’s 
transfer from Israeli to Arab 


control after 28 years of mili¬ 
tary rule. 

“For us Muslims, Christ¬ 
mas in Bethlehem is a nat¬ 
ional Palestinian festival 
rather than a religious one," 
sard Musa Darwish, the Mus¬ 
lim spokesman of Bethle¬ 
hem’s Vatican-sponsored 
university where 68 per cent 

_ of the 2,100 students are 

Muslims. “After all. as 
S far as wd are concerned, 

Jesus was a Palestin¬ 
ian." The hilltop univer¬ 
sity. founded in 1973 to 
provide a way for Chris- 
__ tian students to obtain a 
““ higher education with¬ 
out going abroad, is symbolic 
of the Islamisation of. the 
town where until 1949-T950 
the Christians werrtheddmfr- 
nanLmajority. 

In the courtyard/vof^the' 
walled campus daubed^ with 
Islamic slogans, crude" car¬ 
toons lampooning Yitzhak 
Rabin, the assassinated Israe¬ 




li Prime Minister, and photo 
■graphs of gun-toting Islands 
terrorists take pride of place 
on a notice board provided by 
the university authorities 
Many of the women students 
wear the white Islamic haul 
covering that is becoming 
more popular throughout the 
Arab world. 

“Because of the 
talists. many Bethl 
Christians have started to 
their children Arabic 
such as Walid,- 
Tariq,” Mr Darwish 

For the . purists, as 
Archbishop of Can 
Dr. George Carry, once 
on a visit to the Holy ’ 
there is a danger that 
first decade off the new mifen-. 
-mom* Jerusatem and Bejile- 
han, once 5 rai^es of a Strang 
CfiriStian 'pre^nce. “rateht 
become a kind oTWalt Di 
Christian theme park" 
the churches, just seryin 
museums for tourists. 




UN deadline for Western Sahar 


Teenage 

‘mafiosi’ 

arrested 

Bari: Police in southern Italy 
said yesterday that they had 
arrested four teenagers, two of 
them aged 14, for running a 
Mafia clan. All four were 
suspected of the attempted 
murder of another minor, 
extortion, theft and illegal 
arms possession. 

Police said the boys were 
believed to have established a 
junior version of the Mafia 
with initiation rites and a 
blood pact to seal their secret 
life of crime. A sawn-off shot¬ 
gun, starting pistol and toy 
gun were confiscated from the 
gang's hideout. (Reuter) 

Yemen demands 
captives 9 release 

Sanaa: President Saleh of 
Yemen said that Eritrea must 
free 200 captured Yemeni 
soldiers and leave a disputed 
island that it seized on Mon¬ 
day before his country could 
begin talks. 

An official dismissed re¬ 
ports that Yemen had ordered 
military mobilisation to retake 
the Greater Hamish island 
and confirmed a three-day 
ceasefire was holding after I 
the flare-up in ihe Red 
Sea. (Reuter) 

Governor of 
Barbados dies 

Bridgetown. Barbados; Nita 
Barrow, 79, the first woman 
Governor-General of Barba¬ 
dos, died on Tuesday at Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital in Bridge¬ 
town after collapsing at a 
Christmas party on Monday 
night The cause of death 
was not revealed. A public 
health expert Dame Nita was 
appointed the Queen's repre¬ 
sentative in 1990. (AP) 

Tribal Barbie 

Nairobi: Kenyan toy shops 
are doing a brisk Christmas 
trade in a Malaysian-made 
Masai Barbie Doll, Africa's 
first black version, which has 
traditional dress, including a 
shawl and anklets. (Reuter) 


From Mark Hu band 

IN RABAT 

THE United Nations has 
threatened to withdraw its 
peacekeeping troops from the 
disputed Western Sahara if 
Morocco and its rival claim¬ 
ant, the Algerian-backed 
PbJisario Front, fail to agree 
on a referendum to deride its 


future. A UN Security Council 
vote on Tuesday night saw 
unanimous approval for the 
holding of the referendum 
either to bring independence 
to the mineral-rich territory or 
see it united with Morocco. 

However, Security Council 
members said that if agree¬ 
ment were-noti reached before 
‘the UN mandate in the territo¬ 


ry expires on January 31, le 
400-strong peacekeeping fo ce 
could be withdrawn. 

Morocco and the Pdlisaio 
Front, which has fought 1 n 
independence since Spani h 
rule ended in 1975, remain d 
silent after the SecurityjCoijh- 
cii meeting, which foflifctfed 
three weekiqf frtatiess.t^*&i 
die UN. ‘ j r 
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Toronto & Niagara Falls 


5 NIGHTS FROM JUST £399 
Departures in April & October 1996 


J ourney to the Canadian province of 
Ontario to experience one of the world’s 
great natural wonders. The holiday begins 
with a three night stay in Toronto, on the 
shores of Lake Ontario. You can discover its 
many attractions including the soaring 
CN Tower, the Eaton Centre boasting over 
300 retailers and the harbour with its 
waterside shops and restaurants. From there 
you travel to Niagara Fails for your final 
night's stay where you will be able to 
witness die majesty of the cascading waters. 


Send for your brochure today by telephoning 
Festive Holidays on . - 

0990 55 33 55 

or return the coupon below to: 

The Times Toronto & Niagara 
Falls Offer, 

Festive Holidays Limited, Acorn House, 
Great Oaks, Basildon, Essex, S$141AB 

This holiday is operated by Festive Holidays, 
a company independent of Times Newspapers Ltd. 

ABTA VI06X atoi mi • 


Optional excursions include a city tour _ ATOL 2172 

[Toronto"^"Niagara Fails"Offer"! 


helicopter ride in Niagara offering a unique 

and spectacular view of the Falls. 

THE HOLIDAY PRICE INCLUDES 

• Scheduled flights between London Heathrow 
and Toronto. 

• FREE coach travel to the airport from 
selected pick-up points. 

• Three nights accommodation in Toronto in a 
good quality city centre hotel. 

• One nights accommodation in Niagara in a 
good quality hotel overlooking the Bills. 

• All transfers in Canada. 

• Services of a tour manager. 


Ptaaso toward me an itinerary and a booWng tom .1 

Mama (MrMs/Ittss/Ms)_....I. 

Address:. . j 


PoaCode: ......_ 4 '*^" { 

Qlfyouda noting tDrK^JutarttonH^#*^ L- 

Dyu>.p*n&Q fiek tto box. WUUK*.j 
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‘So much blood has been shed. Now we see these Nato forces coming, I think this war is over 


British troops put r - ^ M I 

the smile back :1 *><§§ 




ilsilf? 


on face of Bosnia 

J \ - ‘ ' 

. From Anthony Loyd in krupa na vrbasu, western Bosnia 




TL£RE have been so many 
fali^hopes before but yester- 
dayseemed so different — it 
feftikeihe end of the Bosnian 
wa; 

Vhile the sun dipped to- 
wads the mountain horizon, 
eating the valley in cold 
shidow, the inhabitants of 
Knpa, a Serb-held town 17 
hues south of Banja Luka, 
gahered by the roadside to" 
watch the • British troops 
arive. 

As the men and crunching 
amour spearhead die British 
cussing of the front lines only 
tvo miles away near the snow- 
lden high street, the Serbs 
aide. One man. wearing a 
canouflage jacket, runs for- 
vard with a bottle of brandy 
vhich he begins handing to 
be troops. 

‘•“I cannot easily put this day 
Qto words.” the Serb says. 
Every side has lost so much, 
to much blood has been shed. 
At last, now we see these Nato 
roops coming, I can allow 
nysdf to think this war may 
le over." 

With newly raised Union 
snapping brusquely 
columns of Scimitar 
g vehicles, the men of B 
ron The Light Dra- 
backed by a Warrior 
nted platoon of soldiers 
1 The Light Infantry, had 
rs before ploughed north- 
twards through the snow¬ 


capped Bosnian wasteland, 
spilling along and across the 
confrontation lines from their 
bases in the centre of the state 
within hours of their “D-Day" 
reversion to Nato command. 

Thousands of other troops 
from the British brigade, so 
far the only composite unit 
intact of the planned multi¬ 
national division, with the 
task of implementing the Day- 
ton peace accord in south¬ 
western Bosnia, were involved 
in the operation, codenamed 
Operation Resolute Rat. 

The Second Battalion The 
Light Infen try moved west¬ 
wards from Vitez to take up 
position in Mrkonjic Grad as 
a prelude to a move further 
west to Sanski Most while 
men from the First Battalion 
the Royal Regiment of Fusil¬ 
iers deployed from Bugoyno to 
secure the crossing point for 
The light Dragoons. These 
troops were in turn supported 
by Royal Engineers. Signal¬ 
lers. airmobile artillery and 
helicopters. 

Passing through Muslim. 
Catholic and then Serb Ortho¬ 
dox zones, the movement of 
these troops has no precedent 
among the many attempts at 
creating peace in the war-tom 
state. Never before have regu¬ 
lar units in such numbers or 
carrying so much firepower 
been given such access. The 
reaction of all three elements 



Lieutenant-General Sir Michael Walker, left, and 
General Bernard Janvier at yesterday's ceremony 


seemed to be one of relief, and 
instead of opposition, the 
forces met only varying de¬ 
grees of co-operation from the 
indigenous forces. 

“We have a dear aim.” said 
Major-Genera I M ike Jackson, 
commander, of the British- 
dominated multinational divi¬ 
sion, “which is to bring three 
years of wretched war to an 
end. If necessary, we are 
prepared to implement the 
agreement using force.” 

He spoke from the roadside 
near Bajunid. south of the 
confrontation line between 
Croat and Serb forces, where 
the Squadron of Light Dra¬ 
goons formed up in a holding 
area before their final move 
across the front Behind these 
soldiers helicopters wheeled in 
the sky. Sea Kings dropped 
airportable 105mm howitzers 
to gun positions placed ro 
support the advance of the 
Dragoons, while Lynx helicop¬ 
ters flew protectively above. 

By 2pm though, the lead 
Scimitar passed through a 
narrow gorge and eras sad the 
front Onlooking Serb soldiers 
laughed with British Fusiliers 
securing the point appearing 
happy to see the Nato force. 

“After so many years of 
bloodshed in Bosnia it's a 
good thing to finish this war.” 
said Captain Branko Zelj- 
kovic, of the Bosnian Serb 
Army. “We*re going to give the 
British our maximum co-oper¬ 
ation in order to fulfil the joint 
goal for peace. 1 hope it’s a 
permanent end.” 

As the light faded the British 
reinforced their presence in 
the (own, and the brandy roast 
continued its rounds between 
the Serbs and British troops. 

I took a helicopter back to 
central Bosnia. Below us mist 
collected in the white valleys, 
dimming the vision of the 
Nato movement westwards. 
Beneath the doo 1 -gunner's 
gun barrel; lights began to 
glimmer from homesteads 
among the mountains. They 
appeared as if a farewell to 
Bosnia’s war. 

Leading article, page 19 
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ported bjMhe Adrians.*? 
[\ are all veiy^disappointg r 

Azra Petrovic. a Muslim, is kissed by her daughter Maja. seven, in Tuzla yesterday after three years apart who lives in the capital. 

Light Dragoons set the ‘no nonsense’ mood 


Alliance 
takes up 
biggest 
mission 

By Stacy Suljjvan 

NATO formally look over the 
task of peacekeeping in Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina from the 
United Nations yesterday, sig¬ 
nalling the start of the biggest 
mission in the alliance’s 
history. 

The handover was an¬ 
nounced at an unimpressive 
ceremony that began 40 min¬ 
utes late at Sarajevo's fog- 
shrouded airport. The Ameri¬ 
can commander of Nato's 
operation. Admiral Leighton 
Smith, who was to lie the most 
prominent figure present, cir¬ 
cled the airport because it was 
too foggy to land. 

Genera] Bernard Janvier, 
the UN mission chief, and 
‘ Lieutenant-General Sir Mich¬ 
ael Walker, the head of Nato's 
ground forces in Bosnia, 
stepped in to take Admiral 
Smith's place. They read a 
simple statement in French 
and English saying the legal 
transfer occurred at! I o'clock. 

People in Sarajevo said that 
Nato's involvement in Bosnia 
marked the beginning of 
“great hope”. 

“Nato will provide a kind of 
security for all of us. Tie UN 
failed completely from our 
viewpoint. Nato has a lot of 
credit here because it is sup¬ 
ported by the Americans. We 
are all very disappointed in 
Europe.” said Amala Hajric. 
who lives in the capital. 


By Michael Evans 
DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 

NATO began its first peacekeeping 
mission yesterday and immediately 
demonstrated a style and forcefulness 
which was denied — by Security 
Council mandate — to the United 
Nations troops who were first sent to 
Bosnia-Henegovina in 1992. 

Throughout the first two and a half 
years of the UN operation, the 
peacekeeping and humanitarian mis¬ 
sion was thwarted at every turn in the 
road by Kalashnikov-waving militia, 
often, drunk, who treated the UN 
soldiers with contempt Even British 
soldiers with long experience of 
Northern Ireland were forced at 
gunpoint on occasions to hand over 
their weapons and their vehicles and 


to suffer the humiliation of being sent 
packing by abusive warlords. 

In the build-up to the launching of 
Operation Joint Endeavour, the peace 
implementation mission which began 
yesterday, Nato commanders have 
made much of the fact that the arrival 
of alliance-led troops in Bosnia would 
register a “step change" in the ap¬ 
proach towards the “former" warring 
factions. The troops would act robust¬ 
ly and would stand no nonsense if 
obstructed at checkpoints. 

Yesterday British soldiers under the 
new Nato command demonstrated 
this new style when ‘B’ Squadron of 
the Light Dragoons advanced in 
armoured vehicles across a former 
front line in Bosnia. 

Two hours after the UN formally 
handed over responsibility for keep¬ 


ing the peace in Bosnia to Nato. the 
100 British soldiers swept past Serb 
checkpoints to set up camp at Krupa in 
western Bosnia, a village about 18 
miles south of the Serb stronghold of 
Banja Luka. Although this demonstra¬ 
tion of will is bound to set the tone for 
the months ahead, it would be unfair 
for Nato to claim that the arrival of 
alliance musdepower has totally 
changed Bosnia's military landscape. 

The biggest change took place 
nearly four months ago when die UN. 
combined with Nato airpower, took 
on the Serbs and struck a blow of such 
ferodly that the Serb leadership in 
Pale was forced to realise that another 
winter of warfare would be disastrous, 
both militarily and politically. 

The fact that the UN — or more 
accurately Lieutenant-General Rupert 


Smith, the UN commander in Bosnia 
— “bit the bullet” and demanded 
wholesale bombing of Serb military 
targets, has made Nato’s job today 
much easier. There is little likelihood 
of Bosnia becoming another Vietnam 
or Beirut, as so many commentators 
have claimed. The political environ¬ 
ment is different and. provided the 
20.000 US troops in Bosnia retain a 
sense of impartiality, there is no 
reason why the 60,000-man. Nato-led 
force should not complete its mission 
within the 12-month timetable. 

Thanks to General Smith’s determ¬ 
ination to change the balance of power 
between the UN peacekeepers and the 
Serbs, the alliance has a better chance 
of succeeding, and developing a peace 
enforcement strategy (hat will be a 
marker for future operations. 
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If you have a problem with 
thinning hair, you’ll be interested to 
know dial help is at hand without a 
prescription. Regains is a treatment 
tha t contains Minoxidil, the only 
application which is clinically proven 
to slow hair loss. Independent studies 
show that when used twice daily, 
hair loss is slowed in 80 % of people. 
And some even regrow hair after 
only four months’ use. 

So, if you need to slow the 
advance of thinning hair, head 
straight for your Boots pharmacist 
and ask for Regaine. 
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‘A white showed respect, I never thought it possible’ 


Neo-Nazi town warms to 
black Communist Mayor 


the times THURSDAY DECEMBER 









From Inigo Gilmore in venters dorp 


WHEN Meshack Mbambala- 
la was selected to be the first 
black Mayor of Ventersdorp, 
the prospect filled him with 
trepidation. This was hardly 
surprising, given that he had 
just replaced one of South 
Africa’s most noted bigots as 
the top man in the Western 
Transvaal town. 

Even a year ago the idea 
that an unemployed Commu¬ 
nist living in a rickety tin 
shack who washes in a bucket 
reads by candlelight and lis¬ 
tens to Bob Marley could 
become Mayor of a town 
synonymous with Eugene 
Terre’Blanche and his neo- 
Nazi Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement (AWB) was almost 
unimaginable. Mr Mbamba- 
laJa is the first to admit that he 
does not always feel comfort¬ 
able. but less than two months 
after he slipped on. the red 
gown for the first time his 
worst fears have proved ill- 
founded. 

Mr Mbambalala slumps 
back into a ragged armchair 
in his dank, ill-lit shack and 
recalls, with a smile brighter 
than his gold mayoral chain, 
that a group of whites were 
among the first to congratu¬ 
late him on his victory. At the 
municipal buildings, ten min¬ 
utes' walk from his township 
home, he says the Afrikaner 
staff have treated him as an 


equal. “On the first day, when 
my white secretary called me 
‘sir and offered me tea, I felt 
like crying," he said. “We.were 
brought up thinking blades 
were inferior and this was five 
first time a white had shown 
me respect. I never thought it 
was possible.” 

The same might be said for 
the metamorphosis taking 
place in Ventersdorp. Not only 
are blacks no longer subjected 
to abuse but these days they 
can be seen drinking along¬ 
side whites at the town’s only 



mm 


Terre’Blanche: dubbed 
a Father Christmas 


hotd. Whites recently ven¬ 
tured to the shebeen (illegal 
drinking den) in nearby 
Tshing township. 

Mr Mbambalala is deter¬ 
mined to build on the spirit of 
goodwill and speaks passion¬ 
ately about developing multi¬ 
racial sports teams. His 
confidence has been boosted 
by what he sees as the ability 
of the new council, with five 
' African National Congress 
and four right-wing Conserva¬ 
tive Party (CP) members, to 
work together. “We must leave 
our politics outside the doors 
before we enter the council 
chamber,” he said at their first 
meeting. 

His conciliation efforts 
appear to be hitting the mark. 
Pierre Terre’Blanche, a CP 
councillor, says he was initial¬ 
ly opposed to black rule but 
now is determined to work 
with his black colleagues, and 
the prominently displayed pic¬ 
ture of President Mandela on 
his office wall speaks volumes. 
“We cannot go on fighting, but 
we wifi need time to let the 
water run over the rocks." he 
said. 

Of course, it would be 
foolish to think that sweetness 
and light have descended on 
Ventersdorp overnight. From 
the off-licence in the town, 
where separate service areas 
for blacks and whites have 


been retained, to the death 
threats and smear campaign 
against the new Mayor, there 
are plenty of reminders of 
apartheid. 

“This is a bizarre democracy 
where literates are being ruled 
over by the illiterates." Fred 
Rundle, an AWB spokesman, 
said. "You always get a couple 
of weirdos who want to be 
accepted by the new South 
Africa. You see them in the 
shops walking around with a 
token little blade, but they are 
fooling no one.” 

However. even in 
Ventersdorp it is the AWB that 
seems out of place. It recently 
moved its headquarters to a 
quiet side street, and where 
once journalists were chased 
from the premises at gunpoint 
they are now welcome. Across 
the country the AWB*s antics 
are the butt of jokes and a 
Johannesburg radio station 
recently voted the once feared 
Eugene TeiTe'Blanche as their 
candidate for Father 
Christmas. 

“We are tired of trouble¬ 
makers in this town,” said 
Martin Girmbeek, owner of 
the Ventersdorp Hotel. “Our. 
doors are open to all as long as 
they behave themselves. We 
are determined that this is 
going to be the first truly black 
and white Christinas that 
Ventersdorp has known." 
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Meshack Mbambalala. first black Mayor of Ventersdorp, outside his home in the Western Transvaal town j 
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Cape chief 
to go head 
hunting in 
Scotland 

By Inigo Gilmore 


A SOUTH African chief will 
travel to Scotland next month 
in an attempt to retrieve the 
head of the Xhosa king, 
Hlntsa, which he says was ait 
off and removed by British 
soldiers 167 years ago. 

Chief Nicholas Gcaleka, a 
traditional healer who claims 
direct descent from King 
Hintea Kaphalo of the 
& Arnagcaleka and Amararabe 

^ tribes, says his ancestors have 
Instructed him to fetch the 
king's head from Scotland. 
He says he spent 30 days 
under the sea with his father 
— who he says is still alive — 
where he was told the precise 
location of the head in Scot- 

9 land, but is sworn to secrecy. 

Chief Gcaleka, who is sup- ; 
m ported by more than 30 South ' 
African companies, says the 
bead must be brought back 
and reburied with the rest of 
the body to bring peace to 
South Africa and to stamp put 
corruption. His ancestors 
have given him until the end 
of Januaiy for the task. 

The chief, who lives near 
Port Elizabeth, has received 
moral support from President 
* Mandela, Alfred Nzo, the 
Foreign Minister, and the 
provincial government The 
trip's cost estimated at 50,000 
■ rands (£10,000), has been in¬ 
flated because he will be 
accompanied by six tradition¬ 
al healers and an advocate 
from file Department of For¬ 
eign Affairs. 

According to the • British 
High Commission in Cape 
Town, records indicate that 
the king was killed by a 
. renegade British soldier who 
* sliced off the ears and was 
. punished. But a commission 
spokesman busted there was 
no evidence King Hintsa’s 
■V . head had been ait off 


Carjackeri 
gangs sow 
fear in 
Kenya 

From Reuter 

IN NAIROBI 

EXPATRIATES in Kenya are 
selling their Land-Rover' dis¬ 
coveries and other four-wjeel 
drive vehicles to escape b^ng 
caught in' a pre-Christttas 
crime wave that is scaringoff 
foreign investors. . . ] 

Shocked by the plaguqof 
frequently violent caijackhgs 
and robberies, police 1 ,ve 
detained more than 3,00 
suspects this month, parti; in 
an effort to stem an influiof 
weapons. 

“For the criminals, c r- 
jacking is a low-risk, hi h- 
retum enterprise. You stop le 
car and take it Breaking int a 
guarded home to steal a 
television, by comparison, is 
high-risk and low-retur 
said a Western security offu a- 
in Nairobi. Carjacking, le 
added, was a wefl-organis d 
‘industry*? with'the bJk sf 
expensive cars taken in fcnjrai 
smuggled into Tanzanf and 
from there to Souther t and 
West Africa..But.the ;angs; 
who once gave their vii ims a 
taxi fare home, now shod 
first, he added. 

The crime wave sin<: Sep¬ 
tember has erabarras: d the 
Government, with atta ks on 
diplomats from Britair Paki¬ 
stan, India, Argentin and 
Malawi “Some foreigi com¬ 
panies are having grea diffi¬ 
culty in persuading repat¬ 
riates to -serve here,"' aid a 
Western . diplomat... 1 Some 
embassies have req ested 
armed guards,, but unle .you 
have an armed guard in ivfiry 
car and one stationed evi ry 50 
yards, you are not got ig to 
prevent all carjackings/’ 

, United Nations ofldals 
said some candidates had 
recently' refused to atept 
posts in. Kenya becausi of 
worries about security. 


Call for Abacha dialogue 
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London: A panel of Common¬ 
wealth foreign ministers 
agreed yesterday to send a 
mission to Nigeria to pursue a 
dialogue with the military 
regime of General Sani 
Abacha. 

The ministers said there 
had been no effort by Nigeria 
to engage pro-democracy 
groups in a genuine dialogue 
and issued a warning that 
sanctions could be considered 
if the regime proved inflexible. 

The ministers requested a 
study of measures that could 


SHAVE?, i 


i SPEAKERS! 


be used to persuade Nigeria 
accelerate file return .to deiic 
racy,, a statement alter kl 
ministers’ meeting said. Sk 
moves could include a fra: 
on financial assets held o*e 
seas toy members of the Ne 
nan Government, the prevep 
ion .of new investment, a 
partial trade embargoes. ] 
Nigeria . was suspend: 
from the Commonwealth la 
month after it executed Ke 
Saro-Wiwa, the writer. aJ 
eight fellow Ogoni minori 
activists. (Reuter) \ 
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It wasn’t on TV. It didn’t fill a stadium. 
But if you were looking for better ways to 
manage an information system, it was probably 
the most important event of the year. 

The Enterprise Management Summit is an 
annual head to head between the industry’s 
top systems management software vendors. 
The idea? To prove whose software can best 
handle the sort of problems you face every day. 
Not a competition for the faint hearted. 

. In front of an audience of systems 
management professionals and a panel of 
independent judges, each vendor has to solve 
15 customer derived network problems in just 
90 minutes. 



At October’s summit, the hands down 
vinner was IBM System View. Just as it was 
he year before. 

Each of the products in the competition 
lad to go up against the most gruelling 
ilient/server scenarios that the independent 
ixperts could conjure up: network congestion, 
lisconnected users, endless, mail loops and 
nany other disasters you confront - or guard 
gainst - every day. 

And in test after test, IBM SystemView led 
he pack. Exactly what you’d expect from a 
ompany with 25 years of experience in systems 
aanagement 

If SystemView could perform at such a 


3 





high level in the treacherous conditions dreamed 
up by these industry experts, just think how 
it would perform in your company’s network 
environment 

Or better yet, find out exactly. Call Sam 
Vaughan on 01705 498151 or visit our web site at 
http://www.raleigh.ibm.com/svd/s vhome.html 
for more information. 

Because if you pick the right software, 
the real winner is you. 



Solutions for a small planet 
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Republicans spurn 
Clinton climbdown 
over Whitewater 


From Martin Fletcher in Washington 


THE Senate's chief Whit¬ 
ewater investigator rebuffed 
eleventh-hour White House 
efforts to forestall last night’s 
scheduled Senate vote on a 
court order to obtain subpoe¬ 
naed presidential documents. 

Striving to avoid a constitu¬ 
tional dash embarrassingly 
redolent of Watergate in an 
election year, President Clin¬ 
ton's advisers yesterday re¬ 
duced their five original 
conditions for surrendering 
the documents to one. but 
Alfonse D'Amato. Republican 
chairman of the Senate 
Whitewater committee, insist¬ 
ed that the documents be 
surrendered unconditionally. 

The New York senator said 
the committee had sought the 


subpoenaed documents since 
August and encountered noth¬ 
ing but “obfuscation and de¬ 
lay” He likened the Clinton 
White House to Richard Nix¬ 
on’s during Watergate, say¬ 
ing: “We have the same 
patterns of deception, of de¬ 
ceit, of faulty memories, of the 
destruction of records or miss¬ 
ing records, of testimony from 
people that is just not credible, 
and it smells more and more 
tike a cover-up.” 

The documents are notes 
taken try William Kennedy, a 
former member of the White 
House counsel's office, of a 
meeting in November 1993 
between Mr Clinton’s lawyers 
and aides. The White House 
says the meeting was merely 


White House fails 
to win budget deal 

From Tom Rhodes in Washington 


A DAY after President Clinton 
agreed to personalty negotiate 
an end to the budget deadlock 
in Washington, talks broke 
down yesterday after some 
Republicans refused to allow 
the White House to re-open 
the American Government for 
Christmas. 

Mr Clinton had hoped to 
enter talks with Newt Ging¬ 
rich. the House Speaker, and 
Robert Dole, the Senate ma¬ 
jority leader, to balance the 
budget in seven years. 

The Republican leaders had 
agreed the previous evening 
that if a schedule could be set. 
Congress would pass a tempo¬ 
rary spending measure to 
recall more than 250.000 fed¬ 
eral workers to their jobs, five 
days alter the government 
closed for the second time in a 
month. 

Another impasse arose, 
however, during initial meet¬ 
ings between Leon Panetta, 
the White House Chief of 
Staff, and House Republicans. 


Leaving Mr Gingrich % office 
on Capitol Hill, Mr Panetta 
said he had thought a deal was 
imminent “That appears to 
have run into trouble,” he 
said, “It appears there are 
members who oppose that 
approach at this time.” 

Mr Dole and Mr Gingrich, 
who want a balanced budget 
by New Year’s Eve. had 
wanted to grant only tempo¬ 
rary funds until next week, 
putting off the possibility of 
any further upheaval at least 
until after Christmas, but still 
leaving Mr Clinton under 
pressure to agree a deal soon- 
Any temporary activation of 
the Government would at 
least ensure payments to near¬ 
ly 17 million welfare recipients 
and military veterans and 
prevent some embarrassment 
for both sides. 

But radical Republicans in 
the House balked at the idea, 
saying they were unconvinced 
that the Administration was 
sincere. 


to brief David Kendall, Mr 
Clinton's new personal law¬ 
yer, on the Whitewater affair. 
But Republicans suspect the 
participants discussed ways to 
thwart two supposedly inde¬ 
pendent criminal investiga¬ 
tions in which the Clintons’ 
names had surfaced and 
about which die White House 
had improperly received in¬ 
side information. 

Soon before the start of 
yesterday's Senate debate, the 
White House told Mr 
D’Amato he could have the 
documents if his committee 
and all other Whitewater in¬ 
vestigators agreed that Mr 
Clinton was not waiving his 
right to confidential discus¬ 
sions with his lawyers. The 
White House was clearly con¬ 
cerned that surrendering the 
documents would set a 
precedent enabling investiga¬ 
tors to obtain records of all Mr 
Clinton’s private Whitewater 
discussions. 

Kenneth Starr, the 
Whitewater special prosecu¬ 
tor, agreed to that condition 
but Jim Leach, the Republican 
congressman leading the 
House Whitewater investigar 
tion. rejected it while the views 
of two federal agencies con¬ 
ducting Whitewater investiga¬ 
tions were unclear. 

Mr Leach accused the White 
House of a “consistent pattern 
of obfuscation and delay”. Mr 
D’Amato said the President's 
claim of lawyer-client privi¬ 
lege was in this instance “very, 
very doubtful". Democrats ac¬ 
cused the Republicans of re¬ 
jecting a perfectly reasonable 
White House offer for blatant 
partisan reasons. 

The Senate committee last 
week voted 10-8 along party 
lines to seek a court order 
enforcing its subpoena. The 
full Senate, which the Republi¬ 
cans control by 53 seats to 46. 
was expected to endorse that 
vote last night, triggering a 
constitutional confrontation 
between Congress and the 
White House that could well 
readi die Supreme Court 



Julia Roberts picks and Richard Gere pays in one of a string of Rodeo Drive boutiques in Pretty Woman 

Hard-pressed shop owners prepare 
to go down and out in Beverly Hills 


From Giles Whtitellin beveriy hills 


ALONE with his - manne¬ 
quins. Richard Vicent is en¬ 
during the worst pre- 
Christinas week he can 
remember in a decide on 
Rodeo Drive. “It’s been terri¬ 
ble." he says. “Everyone I've 
talked to has been crying the 
blues.” His collection of de¬ 
signer suits in scarlet and 
blade tell the same story. They 
all bear marked-down prices. 

Two blocks up die shop¬ 
ping street that calls itself the 
most elegant in the world, 
another boutique is selling Us 
stock cheaply and dosing 
down alter 17 years as a 
Beverly Hills landmark. 
Across the way. there is a 
“sale” sign in the window of 
Yves Saint Laurent Outside, 
in . the kerbside parking 
spaces for the very rich, there 
is not a single Ferrari 

Rodeo Drive is (he heart of 
Beverly Hills and the engine 
of what claims to be one of the 
most lucrative shopping dis¬ 


tricts in America. However, 
behind the Christmas lights 
and marble facades U is 
urgently reinventing itself to 
avoid bring eclipsed by Cafi- 
fomia’s mega-malls. The 
street where Julia Roberts 
learnt to shop in Pretty 
Woman is “a nice, friendly, 
refreshing alternative to die 
crowded malls", says a 
spokeswoman for the Beverly 
Hills Chamber of Commerce, 
which has proposed enhance¬ 
ments such as wider pave¬ 
ments and more trees. 

In fad. the most mtimatp 
street in the neighbourhood 
has four lanes of traffic 
Pavement cafes are practical¬ 
ly non-existent and stagnant 
business has made pre-Christ¬ 
mas sales the norm. On the 
nearby WUshire Boulevard, 
there are vacant shops half a 
block long. Even Beverly 
Hills Psychic has shut down. 

In a dty that once prided 
itself on exclusivity, the most 


publicised recent openingwas 
of a branch of Planet Holly¬ 
wood. the new chain thriving 
on sales of film souvenirs and 
cheeseburgers. A training 
shoe superstore is about to 
open next door. 

“This was the place to be 
seen,” says Roth Levine, 72, 
an administrator at Ted 
Lapidus which will dose in 
the New Year. “It isn’t any 
more. People are going to the 
big new malls in Santa Moni¬ 
ca and Newport Beach.” 

Bloomingdales. the up¬ 
market New York department 
store, had been considering 
opening its first West Coast 
branch in Beveriy Hills a 
block from Rodeo Drive. The 
company has since reconsid¬ 
ered. Newport Beach and 
Costa Mesa, both in Orange 
County, are now the top 
contenders. 

In Manhattan, there is 
scarcely a vacant hotel room 
this week. However, in Bever¬ 


ly Hills aD four leading hotels 
had rooms available at an 
hour’s notice on Tuesday 
night The Pe ninsula, where 
Hugh Giant and Elizabeth 
Hurley have been known to 
stay, was offering a special 
$2S0-aroight (£162) rate. .. 

Rodeo Drive naturally has 
its pockets of ironclad pros¬ 
perity. Business is still “very 
good” throughout the year at 
Harry Winston, the jeweller 
best known for lending miilti- 
milli nn-dnllar baubles to the 
stars on Oscar night The 
manager picks out a $2 mil¬ 
lion, 275 carat teardrop dia¬ 
mond ring for which he hopes 
to find a buyer soon. 

Mr Vicent has a simple 
theory: fo account for his 
blighted Christmas. “Most of 
my customers are still million¬ 
aires, but their bills are rising 
faster than their incomes. It’s 
not how muefa you make that 
counts. It’s how much you 
owe." •*." 


exhibitoit 


From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON . _V 

FOR the second tim e in j ess 
ftutn a month, fife library of 
Congress, a Washington insti¬ 
tution priding itsdf op origf - 
pality, has cancelled an era 
bition after a welter - cf 
complaints. 

“Bade of the Big HpuseThe 
Cultural Landscape of foe 
plantation", a collection of 


accounts by former sl aves, 

wasdismaruledthedaybe^ 

its opening after blade mftttF- 
bers of staff said that:, it. 
offended their heritage: 

The decision was made prtjy 
weeks after thelibrary was 
forced topostporiearetrosp^; 
five of Sigmund Freud wl^n 
angry American _ acad emic s-, 
and feminists' said. that the 
father nf psychoanalysis WESa 
discredited hack . 

Reasons for. the latest 
ceflation remained unclear' 
yesterday to John Vlach, $ 
George Washington I2mva£ 
sity professor arui curator of 
the exhibition, who said it had 
been shown without incident 
at five university, museum^ 
and historic houses, inducting 
black institutions. - - - 

“I can see that some people 
would kxk at pictures of slave 
quarters and it might be that 
they are sensitive to that,” he 
said. “But fife exhibit is an- 
exercise in recovering the sto¬ 
ries and pictures of these 
people with ' their actual 
words. It lets the makers Of 
history speak for themselves/' 

About 20 blade library, em¬ 
ployees are said to have com¬ 
plained that the show lacked 
any historical context and its 
title evoked a long-standing 
dispute with the Ebraiy: .«■ 
1982 dass-action suit alleging 
employment discrimination 
has been settled for about $8 
milli on (£5.2 mfllhm), hst : ; 
2,000 affected staff have yet to 
receive their money.' : 

Mr Vlach only learnt of the. 
decision to withdraw the exhi¬ 
bition when he arrived at;the 
library to check the finaF 
installation of the display. “I. 
was shocked to find a ghost 
fown,”^he said, rrhe walls 
wertftotalty denuded.” . 
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Juppe will 
woo unions 
with job 
promises 

From Adam Sage in Paris 


ALAIN JUPPfc. the French 
Prime Minister, will today 
host a high-profile labour 
summit designed to find ways 
of reviving an economy bat¬ 
tered by the three-week gener¬ 
al strike. 

After the country’s worst 
social crisis for almost 30 
years. M JuppS knows that the 
meeting represents a gamble 
that could end in disaster. 
With trade unions and em¬ 
ployers bickering over the 
agenda, economists arguing 
that France could dip into 
recession, and the public-sec¬ 
tor strike still lingering on in 
some areas, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter has a difficult task and 
little room for manoeuvre. 

Not only must he restore 
consumer confidence, shaken 
by the conflict, but also do so 
without hampering the drive 
to reduce public deficits that 
has become his central policy. 
Yesterday the difficulties were 
highlighted by President 
Chirac, who said, in an implic¬ 
it criticism of his Prime Minis¬ 
ter. that the Government 
should make new efforts to 
"bring back hope”. 

Announced by M Jupp6 at 
the height of the turmoil ten 
days ago. the summit is de¬ 
signed to relaunch economic 
growth, promote youth em¬ 
ployment and explore whether 
a cut in the working week 



Chirac demanded that 
Jupp6 bring bade hope 


could act as an incentive to job 
creation. 

Two of France* three big¬ 
gest unions also want to 
discuss the welfare reforms 
that were at the heart of the 
strike. Although the Govern¬ 
ment made significant conces¬ 
sions. abandoning plans to 
revise public-sector pensions, 
union leaders want M Juppe 
to scrap his entire social 
security programme, some¬ 
thing that he refuses to do. 

The CNPF. French equiva¬ 
lent of the Confederation of 
British Industry, is also un¬ 
happy. Jean Gandois. the 
organisation* president, said 
he would attend the summit 
but would refuse to talk about 
salaries or a reduction in 
working hoars. “We are not 
going with empty hands but 
with blood everywhere, that of 
companies who have had a 
catastrophic November and 
December.” he said. “We are 
not Father Christmas." 

If today's meeting breaks up 
in acrimony, M Juppe’s al¬ 
ready fragile position could 
become even more precarious. 
His problems have been fu¬ 
elled by surveys indicating a 
slowdown in the economy 
even before the strike. With 
the French becoming increas¬ 
ingly wary, they have placed 
large sums in their savings 
accounts since the summer, 
hitting retail sales and spark¬ 
ing talk of a recession. 

Amid the gloom there were 
a few straws for the Prime 
Minister to dutch at After a 
conflict unlike anything wit¬ 
nessed in France since 1968. 
the parties present at today's 
summit are under pressure to 
preserve at least a semblance 
of national unity. M Juppe 
might also draw comfort from 
opinion polls showing that the 
slump in his popularity app¬ 
ears to have bottomed out. He 
and M Chirac have registered 
small increases in their rat¬ 
ings, largely a result of right- 
wing voters backing them for 
the first time since July. 


William Rees-Mogg. page 18 



Police in Brussels round up 1,000 second day of a transport dispute stones, eggs and firecrackers and the from entering. The employees are 

striking employees of Sabcna. the yesterday. All flights were cancelled, doors ofa new terminal were broken protesting about planned cuts In 

Belgian national airline, during the A crowd of 2.000 protesters threw as police stopped demonstrators government spending. (Reuter) 


Pravda hopes for return to past glory 

From Richard Beeston in Moscow 


AFTER four years exiled to the 
media wilderness. Pravda , the 
once mighty organ of the 
Soviet Communist Party, is 
preparing to stage a dramatic 
comeback on Russia* news 
stands. 

Buoyed by the success of the 
Communist Party* victory in 
this week* parliamentary 
elections, the daily newspaper, 
which has been haemor¬ 
rhaging readers and recently 
faced financial nun. believes it 
has a bright future as the 
flagship for the Communist 
renaissance. 

“We do not support one 
political party any more, but 
we were naturally pleased 
with the Communist victory 
and we will be backing a left- 
wing candidate for the presi¬ 
dency." said Aleksandr Ilyin. 
Pravda's editor-in-ch ief. 

Certainly the newspaper, 
founded by Lenin in 1912 and 
at one time printed in 44 cities 
nationwide, could use the 
boost Although Pravda once 
boasted more than II million 
readers, today in the competi¬ 
tive world of Russian news¬ 
paper publishing its reader- 
ship is just over 170,000. 

By some estimates the paper 
is lucky to be alive. After it 
backed the failed hardline 


coup against Mikhail Gorb¬ 
achev in August 1991 its influ¬ 
ence evaporated and it was 
nearly closed down for good 
by President Yeltsin* reform¬ 
ist Government Since then it 
has suffered financial prob¬ 
lems. an industrial dispute 
and a controversial takeover 
bid by a Yannis Giannikos. a 
Greek publishing tycoon. 

Although most Russian 
newspapers and journalists 
fear that a Communist come¬ 
back could mean the return of 
Soviet-era censorship, the 


From Thomas de Waal 

IN MOSCOW 

PRESIDENT YELTSIN yes¬ 
terday promised not to back¬ 
track on economic reform, as 
latest figures from the parlia¬ 
mentary election showed the 
Communist Party and its 
allies taking up to 40 per cent 
of seats in foe State Duma. 

In his first public statement 
since the election. Mr Yeltsin 
said the Government would 
stick to "fiie same policies as 
before and not deviate from 
the path of reforms”. Speak- 


prospect has not unsettled the 
reporters at Pravda . where a 
large statue of Lenin still 
dominates the entrance. 

"People talk so much about 
freedom of the press today, 
and yet every newspaper in 
Russia is controlled by a 
politician or a banker.” said 
Mr flyin. who has worked on 
the paper for more than 20 
years. “We had a lor more 
freedom under communism 
than people ever gave us credit 
for." 

Certainly this week his 


ing at a medal-pinning cere¬ 
mony in the Barvikha sanato¬ 
rium outside Moscow, where 
he is recovering from a mild 
heart attack in October, be 
added: “We have no grounds 
to be worried or to regard the 
election as a tragedy.” 

The President can- use his 
strong powers to override or 
ignore the new parliament In 
practice he will find that 
difficult especially as presi¬ 
dential elections are six 
months away. Some Cabinet 
changes are expected, with 
Yevgeni Yasin. the Economics 


paper has rediscovered its old 
form. On the day after the first 
election results showed a 
strong Communist lead in the 
polls, the newspaper ran a 
banner headline straight out 
of its past: "Hold Firm 
Communists!" 

The editorial that day was 
equally rousing. It likened the 
spread of anti-communism to 
the Aids virus, which had 
finally been rejected by the 
Russian nation* immune sys¬ 
tem. “The President tried hard 
in his address to infect all our 


Minister, thought likely to be 
sacked. Other projects, such 
as a land privatisation BUI, 
stand no chance of being 
passed in the new Duma. 

The latest results from Sun¬ 
day’s elections showed the 
Communists and their allies 
heading for about 180 of the 
450 seats in the Duma. Vladi¬ 
mir Zhirinovsky's Liberal 
Democratic Party, will win 
about 50 seats, with reformist 
and centrist parties taking 
about 130. Most of the other 
seat? have been won by 
independents. 


people with these pernicious 
germs." said Pravda, referring 
to Mr Yeltsin* pre-election 
attack on communism. “But it 
did not work!" 

Yesterday the paper ran a 
lengthy interview with 
Gennadi Zyuganov, the Com¬ 
munist Party leader, widely 
regarded as Mr Yeltsin's 
toughest opponent for the 
presidential elections in June. 

Pravda seems to have re¬ 
gained some of its influence: 
at least one government minis¬ 
ter has been in touch to restore 
relations. 

However, the articles will 
have done nothing for the 
average Russian who has 
acquired a taste for the West¬ 
ern-style mass market dailies 
that specialise in sex and 
crime stories. Many readers 
have already forgotten that 
not so long ago they had to 
read between the lines of 
heavy Soviet prose to elidt the 
few nuggets of information 
contained in the offidal press. 

“I remember for important 
job interviews in the Soviet 
times you were expected not 
only to have read but 
memorised that day* editorial 
in Prm’da." said one Musco¬ 
vite. “I hope it wont come to 
that again." 


Yeltsin pledges to save reform 


Patten 
attacks 
sedition 
law plan 

From Jonathan Mirsky 

IN HONG KONG 

IN THE wake of alarm at the 
heavy sentence given last 
week to Wei Jingsheng, the 
Chinese dissident Hong 
Kong* Government is press¬ 
ing Peking to moderate its 
prospective sedition laws for 
the territory after 1997. 

Chris Patten, the Governor, 
said yesterday that the Gov¬ 
ernment has been waiting for 
a response from Pelting to 
questions about sedition — 
against whidi no Hong Kong 
laws exist — and “our pa¬ 
tience. while legendary, is not 
infinite". 

On Tuesday, leaders of the 
Democratic Party, which 
holds the most seats in the 
Legislative Council, said that 
if foe Government could not 
find an agreement with China 
on sedition, the party would 
introduce a private member* 
Bill. This would be open to Mr 
Patten* veto, but no guberna¬ 
torial veto has been exercised 
for 50 years. 

Martin Lee, foe Democrats' 
chairman, said yesterday that 
Mr Patten would be "judged 
by history" on how he prelect¬ 
ed Hong Kong* legislators 
from the law under which Wei 
was jailed for 14 years. 

"A lot of legislators, includ¬ 
ing foe pro-China ones, also 
have said something critical to 
China and that is what Mr 
Wei did." Mr Lee said. “As 
long as the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment doesn't like what you 
say. they will say you are 
subversive.” 

China* mini-constitution 
for Hong Kong states that 
laws will come into being 
whidi “prohibit any act of 
treason, secession, sedition or 
subversion against the Central 
People* Government". 

Mr Patten has already 
made clear, although without 
giving details, that he would 
be prepared to introduce legis¬ 
lation which would blunt foe 
force of such a law. 

He said yesterday: “Nobody 
should be very surprised that 
these issues are once again the 
focus of attention and debate. 
It is not because of anything 
foe Hong Kong Government 
has done. I think Chinese 
officials and China advisers 
should ask themselves why 
there is so much concern in 
Hong Kong about these civil 
liberties matters." 
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CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
ORANGE PHONE, AT 
THE RIGHT PRICE.” 
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want an Orange phone, you still 
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The complex link between alcohol and strokes 


Beware of binges 


Searching for safe 


Dr Thomas 


THE ROMANS celebrated == 

Saturnalia, the Anglo-Saxons 
Wassail and for the last few 
hundred years we have been 
enjoying Christmas with a few 
extra drinks. Wassail is not 
entirely forgotten: at the start of 
the Christmas livery dinner of 
the Turners Company, a mag¬ 
nificent wooden Wassail Cup 
was presented to the master so MEDICAL 

that he could pledge the health RPTFITTMf; 
and continuing friendship of OJVAXVri N 
all those present ♦ — 

Drinking cm such formal DrThOmftS 

occasions is usually reasonably ,, r , 

modest But the pattern of StUttHIOrQ 

northern European drinking in 1 L — 

general tends to be spasmodic 
rather than regular, as in southern Europe, is blod 
And spasmodic — or binge — drinking has atheroi 
its own hazards. has be 

The Department of Health's conclusions Eigfa 
that it is safe to drink rather more than was ischaei 
previously suggested were based oa a The go 
scientific report which summarised afi report 
available medical evidence, but which itself stroke, 
received no publicity. drinkii 

Some of the report's findings make glass o 
fascinating reading, particularly its section day for 
on the relationship of alcohol intake to The 
strokes. It is a popular myth among doctors chance 
as well as laymen that the likelihood of a stroke, 
stroke is inevitably increased by drinking young* 
alcohol. Evidence quoted in the ministerial more tl 
document showed that the association is Wha 

much more complex. And there is some drinkir 
encouragement for those who enjoy their “A nur 
four glasses of claret or couple of glasses of drinkir 
whisky or two pints of beer a day. consun 


‘• " il A stroke is a popular name 
for the damage which is caused 
■to tile brain as a result of fitihue 
of its blood supply. Each year 
strokes kill 62,000 people in 
Britain, and account for 10 per 
cent of all deaths. They have a 
variety of causes. Strokes are 
technically described either as 
haemorrhagic or ischaemic. In 
[CAL a haemorrhagic stroke, either 

iTNTr 1 30 artcr y brain 

ruptures and bleeds, or one 

- supplying the covering of the 

,mac brain, the meninges, gives way. 

^ j Haemorrhagic strokes are 

lOrd more common in younger 

_——JJ people. In an ischaemic stroke 

an artery does not rupture but 
is blocked, either by a dot or by a plaque of 
atheroma, a piece of fatly material which 
has become detached from the artery walL 
Eighty-five per cent of strokes are 
ischaemic, only 15 per cent haemorrhagic. 
The good news in the health department’s 
report is that the incidence of ischaemic 
stroke; the common variety, is halved by 
drinking two to five units (one unit is a small 
glass of wine or its equivalent) of alcohol a 
day for men, or two to four units for women. 

The bad news is that conversely, the 
chance of having the less common form of 
stroke, the haemorrhagic type that affects 
younger people, is increased by drinking 
more than three units a day. 

Whatever the type of stroke, binge 
drinking is bad. As die official report puts it 
“A number of studies suggest that regular 
drinking is more beneficial than irregular 
consumption.” 


ways to 


X nsomniacs will try anything to 
get a night’s rest but some cures, 
says Dr Laurence Knott, may 
keep you awake with worry 


Sex and the 
morning after 


Take HRT for 
healthier teeth 


W THEwilder excesses of office 

W parties will for some people 

f / have an added hazard this 

Anecdotal evidence, 
/ W/ ^ supported by a recorded 
/ increased demand for FC4— 

emergency postcortal contra- 

—*- - ; ception. the misnamed 

morning-after pfll — suggests that anxiety 
induced by foe Committee for foe Safely of 
Medicines’ report an the third-generation 
pill has discouraged some women from 
taking any type of pill at all. 

Research may eventually show that the 
minuscule increase in foe death rale from 
pulmonary embolism caused by the third- 
generation piO would have been outweighed 
by other advantages. In the meantime it 
should be realised that pregnancy causes a 
greater risk of thrombosis than any pHL 
~ Those who have been foolhardy enough to 
give up the pill should remember that 
Sobering's PC4. the only product licensed for 
emergency treatment, is effective for 72 
hours after intercourse, not only on foe 
morning after. No further unprotected 
intercourse should take place before the next 
period, which may be slightly delayed. 



OSTEOPOROSIS affects not 
only the spine and limb 
bones, but also the jaws. 
Loss of density in the jaw¬ 
bones results in foe teeth 
working loose so that food is 
able to become trapped 
around them, causing gum 
recession, inflammation and infection. In 
many cases the teeth become so loose that 
they either foil out or have to be 
extracted. Treatment is concentrated on 
keeping the gums healthy with massage and 
perhaps, in the most severe cases of gum 
infection, prescribing antibiotics from time 
to time. 

An American study reported in General 
Practitioner magazine, which involved near¬ 
ly 6.000 retired women, has shown that HRT 
(hormone replacement therapy) has a dra¬ 
matic impact on preserving- healthy teeth in 
older women. Those taking HRT were only 
half as likely to have lost their teeth, and only 
20 per cent as liable to need dentures. Gums, 
too. presumably benefited from teeth that 
fitted their sockets more dosely, so that 
inflammation was reduced and mouths were 
healthier. 


MR JOHNSON was a pitiful 
sight as he entered the sur¬ 
gery. Haggard and drawn, he 
had came to ask for sleeping 
tablets. I would tike to have 
complied with his request, but 
along with many other GRs, I 

have been encouraged to re¬ 
duce drastically foe number of 
sleeping tablets 1 prescribe. 

Although benzofoazepines, 
such as temazepam and 
nitrazepam, were introduced 
as a safer option than barbitu¬ 
rates, worrying reports in the 
medical literature about de¬ 
pendency, publicity about le¬ 
gal actions against GRs and 
pressure from the family 
health services au- 
tharity to curtail ~~ 
prescribing have *DcD 

compelled me to 
review my ap- cl pat 

preach. A recent 
announcement talri 

that the Govern- UUSA 

merit is going to 
blacklist ternaze- o 1 & 

pam capsules in + ii 
January because of LUU a 

their potential for j • 

abuse by addicts CU1’ 

has made me reluc- 
tant to prescribe 
any type of sleeping tablets. 

Mr Johnson was not de¬ 
pressed and it seemed inap¬ 
propriate to prescribe an 
antidepressant just to help 
him sleep. Instead, I gave him 
a lecture on the dangers of 
hypnotics and a leaflet on 
handling insomnia without 
drugs. I sensed he was 
dissatisfied, and was not sur¬ 
prised to learn later that he 
headed straight for the local 
pharmacy to buy one of the 
insomnia medications avail¬ 
able without prescription. 

Sedative antihistamines 
such as Medinex, NytoL 
Phenergan Nigh time and 
Sominex are now marketed as 
sleeping preparations, but 
they were originally developed 
for hayfever and allergies, not 
as cures for insomnia. Eigh¬ 
teen months ago the Govem- 


‘Daytime 
sleepiness 
takes its 
greatest 
toll among 
drivers’ 


merit allowed them to be 
advertised as hypnotics, since 
when sales have rocketed. 
This even applied to cold cures 
containing antihistamines, 
such as Night Nurse. 

This situation worries, sleep 
experts such as Professo r Ian 
Hindmarch, Head of Psycho- 
pharmacology at Surrey Univ¬ 
ersity. He is concer n ed that 
p a ti en ts buying sleeping tab¬ 
lets will be exposed to side- 
effects worre than those of pre¬ 
scribed drugs, and that treat¬ 
able causes of insomnia will 
remain undiagnosed. 

Professor Hindmarch has 
been studying the effects of 
_^insomnia and 
. sleeping tablets on 

tirne daytime alertness 

for 27 years. “You 
ripcq cannot interfere 

with the biological 
5 i+C time dock without 

3 damage,” he says. 

j- pc + “Sleep and. wake- 

ICoL fulness are deti- 

cately balanced. 
LlOng Sleep disturbance 

, occurs when wake- 

-TS fulness intrudes 

into sleep and vice 
" versa. If you upset 

this relationship, it can affect a 
person’s whole quality of life." 

Perhaps because they have 
had little to offer patients, 
doctors have tended to shy 
away from the serious compli¬ 
cations of insomnia. In 1979. 
an American scientist. Daniel 
Krypke, reported that men 
who regularly had fewer than 
four hours sleep a night were 
nearly three times as likely to 
die within six years than those 
who slept longer. Insomnia 
was found to predict morbid¬ 
ity and mortality just as much 
as heart disease, diabetes, 
stroke and hypertension. 
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P oor quality sleep is 
often associated with 
breathing disturb¬ 
ances such as sleep 
apnoea. which is in turn 
related to stroke and cardiac 
failure. Daytime sleepiness 
due to insomnia or foe hang¬ 
over effects of some sleeping 
tablets can be lethal for people 
operating machinery, and con¬ 
tributes to falls and long bone 
fractures in the elderly. 

Sleepiness lakes its greatest 
toll among drivers. Research¬ 
ers from Loughborough Univ¬ 
ersity have examined the 
proportion of road accidents in 
southwest England and the 
Midlands that were sleep re¬ 
lated. Their study, published 
by foe British Medical Jour¬ 
nal earlier this year, conclud¬ 
ed that 16-23 per cent of road 
accidents were caused by driv¬ 
ers falling asleep at foe wheel. 

Insomnia can exert more 
subtle influences on an indi¬ 
vidual's quality oflife. In 1990. 
Niekd Rombaut and her col¬ 
leagues reported in foe Medi¬ 
cal Science Research journal 
that eight out of ten people 
who had poor quality sleep 
also had difficulties with rela¬ 
tionships and depression. 
Using objective psychophys- 


oave your kids’ 
best Christmas present 
until the New Year. 
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Tossing and turning: nothing is more depressing than lying in bed unable to sleep 


icai tests. Professor Hind- 
march has been studying 
drugs that affect daytime alert¬ 
ness since 1967 when he found 
that teenagers were abusing 
their parents’ benzodiaze¬ 
pines. His department' has 
adapted a car for the laborato¬ 
ry, with a light mounted on the 
bonneL The driver is asked to 
push the brake pedal when foe 
light comes on. Other tests 
include asking foe subject to 
catch a ruler between forefin¬ 
ger and thumb, and the criti¬ 
cal flicker fusion test which 
measures when a flashing 
light appears to fuse into a 
single light source as the rale 
of flashing increases. 

Combined with mental 


arithmetic and memory tests, 
these assessments show 
benzodiazepines significantly 
reduce daytime alertness, and 
the ability to handle and 
process information. At 
70mph drivers taking long- 
acting benzodiazepines—such 
as temazepam or nitrazepam 
— or sedative antidepressants 
add an extra 12 to 13 feet to 
their stopping distances. 


M odem hypnotics 
such as zolpi- 
dem have been 
developed to 
satisfy current drug safety 
regulations. When zolpidem 
was tested by Professor Hind- 
march he found that it did not 


affect brake reaction times. 
Furthermore, unlike foe older 
drugs, it did not induce day¬ 
time drowsiness or impair 
memory. There have been no 
recorded incidents of depen¬ 
dency. Its nearest /rod, 
zopidone, can produce an 
unpleasant after-taste and 
there have been reports of 
hangover, hallucinations and 
disturbed behaviour.; 

Professor Hindmarch be¬ 
lieves GPs should prescribe 
modem hypnotics in the. same 
way as they do antibiotics. “A 
short course — no more than 
two weeks — given early in foe 
condition can effect a cure,” he 
advises. 

• The writer is a GPin Middlesex ,: 


Stay calm and 
heal faster 


Your kids go free from January Ist-April 4th 1996. 


This Christmas we'd like co put an extra special 
present under the cnee for your children - a free trip’ 
to Disneyland* Paris in the New Year. 

We've wrapped the holiday of a lifetime into a neat 
little package: For every adult booking, one kid gets 
to stay for free. Though with five different lands to 
explore and countless rides and attractions, its as much 
of a present for you. as it is for your kids. 

Fly over London with Peter Pin. ride on Dumbo's 
back, whirl in the Mad Hatters Teacups or. if you're 
feeling brave enough, rake a hair-raising trip to 


Space Mountain, the greatest adventure in the Universe. 

You’ll also have the marvels of our Fairytale Festival 
to enjoy. Every day in Fanrasyland your favourite 
fairytales are brought co life — you can see Cinderella's 
pumpkin transform into her carriage, or even be a guesr 
at Sleeping Beauty's wedding. 

Call now to find out more about this limited offer, 
or send the coupon below for your free brochure; 
and give everyone more than turkey sandwiches to 


Dr Kicran Sweeney on the effects 
of stress on the wounded 


Trust AA Shops 
to come to 


AN AMERICAN study sug¬ 
gests that stress delays the rate 
at which wounds heal 

Researchers from Ohio 
State University invited people 
who were caring for relatives 
with dementia to take part in 
foe study. Such carers consis¬ 
tently have high levels of 
stress, and frequently partici¬ 
pate in studies on stress and 
illness. The participants agreed 
to undergo a small skin biopsy 
on their arms, and foe rate at 
which this small wound healed 
was compared to a non- 
stressed control group. 

Complete wound healing 
took significantly longer 
among the carers — nearly 
nine days more overall. The 
delay in healing was at its 
most obvious in the first five 
weeks, by which time nearly 


look forward ro 


after Christmas. 


Irakis 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE. 0990 03 03 03 
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half the control group bad 

healed completely, compared 
to about 15 per cent of the 
carers. 

The researchers think that 
foe delay was caused by foe 
relatively low levels of the 
protein interleukin-b in the 
bloodstream of foe carers. 
This proton, produced soon 
after tissue injury, regulates 
the remodelling of the connec¬ 
tive tissue in wounds and foe 
rate of production of collagen, 
the tough fibrous tissue in 
scars. 

The study suggests that 
stress impairs not just foe 
response to infectious dis¬ 
eases, but also the body’s 
ability to heal. Clearly, this 
could have important conse¬ 
quences for people undergo¬ 
ing major surgery. 


your rescue this 
Christmas 


To recriw VtHir tree Disneyland Paris Brochure, send rhe completed coupon lo: Disneyland Pina Duvet. FREEPOST. Bristol. BS38 7HN. 
Name: I Mr/Mo/MiWMi)_;_ ■ 
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- An opera house on ffte - V 
banks of the Thanies: 
Marcus Binney takes the 
wraps off a sensational ? 
toiWing^project • ;; 


23 Shops 


Branches nationwide h u rhe of voisr 

„ ni-art-st A A Shop. ca!i 0990 500 600' 
ncr ends December 1995. Subject to - AmA’uv 
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It’s Bardot versus the Queen 


wo ladies of a certain age who both 
love animals will speak to the nation and 
compete for the post-pudding audience 
on Christmas Day. Kate Muir gets an 
exclusive preview of Brigitte’s speech 


. a.v.jj 
;: ‘nr 

■.oak 


BRIGITTE BARDOT, the sex kit¬ 
ten who turned into a cat-lover, 
dog-defender and sheep-saver, will 
give the alternative Queen’s Speech 
on Channel 4 this Christmas in the 
traditional 3pm slot. For the first 
time two sixrysomethlng animal 
lovers — both greying, soberly 
dressed and wearing reading glass¬ 
es — will be pined against one 
another for the post-pudding 
ratings. 

It is hard to believe thar Bardot, 
now 61. and the Queen are of much 
the same generation, but an exclu¬ 
sive preview of Bardot’s ten-minute 
plea for animal rights confirmed 
this is indeed the case. Bardot is 
still decidedly glamorous, in a 
black suit, her hair perched like an 
elegant nest on her head, with 
wisps falling down. Her kohl- 
rimmed eyes are the only reminder 
of the naked child-woman lying in 
the Mediterranean sun in And 
Cod Created Woman. 

Aside from the car perched on 
her desk. Bardot seems decidedly 
grown up. She puts on half-moon 
reading spectacles, and shuffles her 
papers: “I am sincerely delighted to 
be able to talk for ail those who do 
not have the power of speech — 
those animals to whom 1 have 
dedicated my life, my energy, my 
fame and my fortune.” she begins, 
emphasising the word fortune. 

Bardot wrote the speech herself, 
ensuring extraordinary grammar 
and delightfully ill-pronounced 
English. She congratulates “the 
English people, whom I love very 
much for its commitment towards 
animats”. 

living in cruel, carnivorous 
France, she is deeply admiring of 
those “wonderful British people” 
for trying to stop “shameful death 
transports of animals”, particular¬ 
ly Jill Phipps, the woman killed 
during a protest over veal exports. 
Bardot caused a media frenzy by 
attending Ms Phipps’s funeral last 
February. She describes her as 
“my fighting sister, to whom all my 
-thoughts go this Christmas". 

* And her best Christmas gift, she 
says, has already been given to her 
— the High Court ruling last 
month that allowed Dempsey, the 
pit bull terrier who had been under 


threat of being destroyed for three 
years, to be reunited with his 
owner. Dianne Fanneran. 

But Bardot wants more: “I expect 
more than the freedom of 
Demspey... I expect your Parlia¬ 
ment to amend the Dangerous 
Dogs Act and allow pet lovers to 
have dogs. I expect and ask for M rs 
Fanneran to keep her dog.” 

Even after more than 20 years in 
retirement from the screen. Bardut 
has a magnetic anraction. There 
are few others who could pull a 
Christmas Day croud with assort-, 
ed platitudes about their furry 
friends. Pan of the voyeuristic 
fascination, it must be admitted, is 
metering her eccentricity and doing 
a wrinkle check. Unfair, because 
Bardot has become relaxed about 
her appearance, eschewing face 
creams and lifts and saying: “It’s 
not amusing to watch oneself 
wrinkle, but now. with what I do. it 
doesn't matter." 


B 


ardut has not rejected all 
trappings of celebrity, 
however. She still has the 
capriciousness of a true 
star, and would not agree to give 
the alternative Queen’s Speech 
until Michael Grade went begging. 

After Bardot became involved in 
the Phipps affair and in providing a 
home for Dempsey. Channel 4 
thought she might be keen for a 
platform in this country as the 
centrepiece for its Beastly Christ¬ 
mas theme. But even after regal 
permission was granted by Bardot, 
the actress kept refusing to make 
appointments since “I live from day 
to day”. A friend says Bardot even 
considers an invitation to a future 
dinner party as “some sort of 
prison sentence". 

When Michael Jones, the editor 
of the speech, turned up in Paris at 
the Brigitte Bardot Foundation for 
Animals with a vast camera, sound 
crew and battalions of arc lights, 
Bardot took one look and ran off. 
Later, she told Mr Jones that the 
elaborate set-up "brought back the 
horror of her early life as a film 
actress”. She also claimed she had 
seen a particularly harrowing film 
about animals suffering that day, 
leaving her emotional and de- 



Brigitte Bardot in competition with the Queen. Few others could pull a Christinas Day crowd with assorted platitudes about furry friends 


pressed. Many telephone calls and 
failed rendezvous later. Bardot 
agreed to have a single cameraman 
in her office, but no fancy lighting 
or make-up. “I want it to be 
intimate." she said. 

Once Bardot started filming she 
was fine, says Mr Jones. “She was 
funny and coquettish, and she did 
her make-up herself in a few 
minutes at her desk. She told me 
that in films she might spend six. 
hours a day in make-up, bui she 
was not that person any more, and 
didn’t need to pretend to be.” 


So Bardot looks like something 
out of a home video. There are early 
shots of the actress, interspersed 
with furry baby seals, blue whales 
and caged puppies in what be¬ 
comes a broadcast high in kitsch 
and nostalgia. 

In tight black jeans and red 
cowboy boots she is seen playing 
ball with the dozen or so “saved” 
office dogs. Her figure is un¬ 
changed from that of her 46 films. 
She is charming and innocent, with 
a certain breathy exaggeration as 
she talks of “dogs in detention in 


these horrific secret kennels". 

fn a splendid finish, lull of old- 
style Bardot pout, she blows a kiss, 
on one finger, to the viewers. “And 
now I wish you a sweet and merry 
Christmas, without turkey and 
without foie gras." Bardot must 
have forgotten one of her early acts 
of animal kindness on a Spanish 
film set when she adopted a stray 
dog and Fed it foie gras. It died. 

This is typical of the starlet’s 
early attitude towards animals — 
all emotion and no sense. Bardot 
loved the cute and furry all her life. 


but her conversion to high princi¬ 
pled animal rights was late. She ate 
meat until a few years ago. and 
once featured in an advertisement 
for mink coats. Now, of course, 
such coats are “cemeteries women 
wear on their back”. 

These days her somewhat theat¬ 
rical. baby-seal kissing sentimen¬ 
tality has given way to successful 
campaigning. France’s more hu¬ 
mane abattoir laws are known as 
the BB laws, seals are rarely 
clubbed, and even in France for 
coats have become an embarrass- 


mem. And what politician would 
refuse to take a call from BB? 

Perhaps she discovered, after 
three marriages and umpteen lov¬ 
ers — from director Roger Vadim to 
singer Sacha DisTel — that dogs are 
generally more faithful than men. 
She once said: “1 gave away my 
beauty and youth to men. 1 am now 
giving my wisdom and experience, 
the best of me, to animals.” 

Bardot could equally say she 
gave away her beauty and youth to 
France, if not the worid. because 
she became something much larger 
than herself: a symbol of the age. 


W! 


’ hile the outside world 
was theorising. 
Bardot started falling 
apart. She left her 
second husband with her baby. 
Nicholas, and a nervous break¬ 
down. “How could you expect me to 
raise a child when 1 still needed my 
mother?" she railed. 

Bardot sounds like precisely 
what she was at the time — a spoilt 
child. At least animals loved her for 
herself, and dealt with her spectac¬ 
ular mood changes with equanim¬ 
ity. For years, her St Tropez home 
was filled with donkeys, goats, 
rabbits, birds, dogs and cats, all 
saved from various terrible fates. 
She now lives just outside Paris 
with a similar menagerie, and has 
a trailer attached to her car for her 
ten or so dogs. 

Bardot did make a last bid for 
male company in 1992 when she 
started living with Bernard 
D’Ormale. a friend of the National 
Front leader Jean Marie Le Pen. 
The running anti-fascist joke was 
that she picked D'Ormale because 
“she likes dumb animals 1 '. The 
relationship ended in tears, and 
tear gas. when the police evicted 
him from her Paris apartment. 

And so the screen goddess lives 
alone once again, but for a small 
household zoo. Her campaigning, 
she says, satisfies the visionary, 
quixotic side of her nature. In the 
introduction to her Christmas 
message, she gives a rather sad 
affirmation: “Brigitte Bardot exists 
today only to serve the suffering 
animals of the world.” 

What will the Queen make of it 
all? "It is a little bit naughty.” 
concedes a spokeswoman for Chan¬ 
nel 4. “But we are showing the 
Queen’s message later in the day 
and I dont think she ll be offended 
by the rival billing. She normally 
gets between II and 12 million 
viewers, whereas the alternative 
message will probably reach just 
under a million. And the Queen is. 
after all. an extremely well-known 
animal lover.” 


Peter Phillips takes to the rugby pitch tomorrow for an international against France. Mark Souster and Gillian Bowditch report 
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The winning ways of 
a royal grandson 



Peter Philli ps backs up his team-mate at last month's trials 


T he schoolboys, in their, 
matching blazers and 
trousers, their kit bags 
slung haphazardly over one 
shoulder, will look like any 
other group of young sports¬ 
men as they gather in the foyer 
of an Edinburgh hotel this 
morning. Some chatting, oth¬ 
ers telling jokes, while several 
simply enjoy their own coun¬ 
sel or browse the pages of a 
newspaper. 

However, the 21 members of 
the Scottish Schools rugby 
squad recognised that they 
were involved in a team 
which, in future years, will 
provide a small footnote to 
history. For among their num¬ 
ber was Peter Phillips, the 
eldest son of the Princess 
* Royal and the Queen's grand- 
son: he is the first member of 
the Royal Family to play 
international rugby, in the 
Scottish Schools match 
against France tomorrow. 

TTie boys will be paired off 
together to share rooms ac¬ 
cording to their position on the 
field, rather than in line with 
any social scale; Pfeter will 
probably share with Grant 
Howieson, his fellow flanker 
and a pupil at Hutchesons’ 
Grammar School. Glasgow. 

There is no doubt that Peter 
is in the side on merit. During 
the schools’ trial at Murray- 
fidd he was selected on the 
bench, but elevated to the side 
when injury to Fergie Glad¬ 
stone. a direct descendant of 
the Prime Minister and a dose 
school friend, necessitated a 
team reshuffle. As a-bey he 
was passionate about the 
sport; his loveof Scotland—he 
has watched every home game 
for five years — was triggered 
by an incident at Murrayfield 
in 1990 after Scotland had won 
the Grand Slam against Eng¬ 
land. 

As an impressionable 13- 
year-old he went with his 
t mother into the Scottish dress- 
* ing room to offer his congratu¬ 
lations. In a spontaneous 
gesture, David. Sole, the cap¬ 
tain, gave him his rugby shirt 
For Peter it -was a defining 
moment, one which sparked 
his ambition to play for the 
country. His - commitment 
since then has ban total. He 
qualifies to play for Scotland 
.by dint-of-his residency at 
nstoun and his mother 


is patron of the Scottish Rugby 
Union. Sole said: “Having 
coached Peter I’ve known for a 
while he had real ability. 
There’s no reason why be 
shouldn't go on from here. He 
is a mature individual who's 
able to take the pressure he is 
under and I am sure he will fit 
in welL” 

Those who know him well 
testify to his charm and level¬ 
headedness. James Thomas, a 
master at Gordonstoun where 
peter Phillips. 18 last month, is 
in his last year, says: “He is a 
very good all-rounder. It- 
would be difficult for anyone 
to say anything nasty about 
him. He has been appointed 
head of school for next term 
and is doing extremely well. 
He is head of the fire brigade 
and therefore involved in real 
life incidents alongside the 
regular firefighters. He plays 
soccer and hockey at first- 
eleven level. 

“Academically he’s fine. He 
is taking three A levels and is 
capable of gaining a university 
place, if that’s what he wants." 


Trevor Jones, a former 
Guardian (head boy) of 
Gordonstoun and a regular 
visitor to the school, says: “He 
is a thoroughly rounded indi¬ 
vidual He sticks out from the 
crowd not because he is a royal 
but because of his strong 
personality. He is very like¬ 
able and has boundless 
energy. 

“He is good with people and 
there is a considerate side to 
his nature. His girlfriend Pen¬ 
ny Taylor is a~ lovely girl. I 
think you can always tell 
something about a chap by his 
choice of girlfriend.” 

O ne fellow pupil, who 
does not want to be 
named, says: “He is 
game for anything. He never 
overplays the royal thing and 
is happy to muck in with the 
other boys. He is well liked 
here. He is just one of the 
chaps.” 

Another who has observed 
him over the years at Gordon¬ 
stoun says: “To be honest, he 
was a bit of a handful when he 


first arrived but he is now 
regarded as a star of the school 
and. although it may be hard 
to believe, that has nothing to 
do with who he is. 

“He fell in with a rather 
unsuitable element at one 
point but that is in the past He 
never plays on his royal con¬ 
nections and the fact that he 
doesn’t have a title helps. He 
has no airs and graces, and 
when there are visitors he 
keeps a low profile. The school 
doesn’t flaunt him. In fact it is 
very protective of him." 

But despite being Guardian 
of Gordonstoun. Peter Phillips 
is not above the odd prank. He 
was gated for a week after a 
- master caught him and a 
fellow pupil indulging in an 
illicit drinking session last 
year. 

Unlike his unde, the Prince 
of Wales, Peter has thrived at 
Gordonstoun, in the wilds of 
the Morayshire countryside. 
He has made lasting friend¬ 
ships at the school, notably 
with Fergus Gladstone, cap¬ 
tain of the Gordonstoun rugby 
team, and Tom Ugh toller, 
another rugby player. 

Tom Robertson, the presi¬ 
dent of Scottish Schools, is not 
surprised that of all the young 
members of the Royal Family 
it is Peter who has succeeded. 
“His mother is a trier, talented 
and dedicated, so is his father, 
and both represented Great 
Britain at the Olympics in 
1976. He has a pedigree, there 
is a competitive edge because 
of his parents. 

“The boy has had to grow up 
with media attention. Since his 
mother's divorce he has had to 
contend with photographers 
prying at die school, trying to 
catch him. He is not flying a 
flag of convenience—there is a 
genuine warmth for this coun¬ 
try. 1 find him a hell of a nice 
guy. and he has come through 
everything as a very well 
adjusted young man." 

That quality was evident on 
Sunday when a car in which 
Peter was travelling with two 
schoolfriends crashed on the 
M6 in Lancashire. The car 
was wrecked and the beys 
were fortunate to escape un¬ 
scathed. it was Peter’s de¬ 
meanour when talking to the 

police which amazed officers 
at the scene; he was apparent¬ 
ly calm and unruffled despite 




The Scottish Schools squad, pictured for the first time, with Peter Phillips (back row, fourth from left) ready for the fray 


Who will face France 


The team that wiH play 
France, with members’ 
position, name, age, school 
and career ambitions: 

15 Stewart Connell (17) 
Strathailan, sport science 

14 Stewart Walker (17) 
Dollar Academy, architect 

13 Gordon Hood (16) 
George Heriot’s. lawyer 

12 Thomas UghtoOer (18) 
Gordonstoun, 
merchant banker 
II Andrew Raistrick (16) 
George Watson's, 
marketing 

10 Gordon Ross (capt, IS) 
George Heriot’s. 

PE teacher 

9 Rob Chrystie (17) 

Hawick High, PE teacher 


f Malcolm Welch (I6| 
Dunfermline High, \vt 

2 Stephen MacKinnon 

(17) Queen \ / ictoria . 
leisure industry 

3 Craig Buchanan (17) 

George Watson's, police 

4 Jason White (18) 

George Watson's, 
management 

5TeIfer Boyd (17) 
Hutcheson's, politics 

6 Peter Phillips (18) 
Gordonstoun, 

Armed Forces 

7 Grant Howieson (17) 
Hutchesons', teacher 

8 Robert Mnir (17) 

Fettes, doctor 

Mark Souster 


the seriousness of the situa¬ 
tion. 

Although he would not want 
it, in the match against France 
he will again be the centre of 
attention. French television 
are sending a crew and were 
dismayed to find that “Hon," 
Peter would not be willing to 
give an interview half an hour 
before kick off. or at all for that 
matter. 

Newspaper reporters more 
used to stalking Balmoral will 
be at the ground. But rather 
than faster resentment, his 
team mates will rally round 
and protect him as th^ did 
after the trial match at 
Murrayfield. 


In his pen portrait for 
today’s match programme, 
Peter says he hopes to pursue a 
career in the Armed Forces 
while his ambition is to play 
rugbv at the highest possible 
level." While his size, he is 5ft 
Uin and weighs I2st 31b, may 
prevent him from reaching the 
very top, it will nor be for want 
of trying. 

He is undoubtedly a popu¬ 
lar figure in Scotland and has 
come a long way since the time 
when he captained a school 
team at a match in Inverness 
when the referee, on recognis¬ 
ing the Queen's grandson, 
said: “Sir would you like to call 
tails or Granny." 


Trust AA Shops 
to come to 
your rescue this 
Christmas 


delw between ) fw 24-hoar Ive 
SnnLnloA Qc") OHrfwway tnrffc 

junctions 4 &5y mfenBafion 

as you (hive 

only 

£ 49.99 




inducting free 12-roouih 
information lccy. (Fatare 
keys will cost £24.99.) 

Extra 5% off 
for AA members 


Shops 


Brandies nationwide. For the addre^ of your 
nearest AA Shop, cali 09V0 500 AGO. 

Offer cuds 24 December 095. Subject to avaiinbilitv. 
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Groups 
do not 


have rights 


The European Court is wrong 
on gypsies, says Roger Scruton 


W hen Edmund Burke 
warned against the 
rhetoric of “the 
rights of man", he foresaw 
what would happen when the 
whole of politics was summed 
up in the search for rights. As 
the claims mounted, so the 
State would grow to enforce 
them: and as the State grew, so 
people would lose their con¬ 
cern for the future of society, 
believing the State to have sole 
charge of it Meanwhile, in 
order to justifiy its expanding 
power, the new political class 
would invent more and more 
rights, while removing whale 
categories from the list of those 
entitled to enjoy them. 

And so it happened: within 
two years of Burke's famous 
Reflections, the Revolutionary 
Tribunals of France were con¬ 
demning thousands to death 
in the name of rights gran¬ 
ted and revoked without re¬ 
spect for law. and as part of a 
vast experiment in social 
engineering. 

The list of claims has con¬ 
tinued to expand: so too has 
the list of claimants. Child¬ 
ren. minorities, groups, ani¬ 
mals — all have been granted 
rights against the rest of us. re¬ 
gardless of whether they know 
this, and regardless of whe¬ 
ther our rights can be enforced 
against them. Con¬ 
templating the mor¬ 
al and intellectual 
mess into which we 
have been led by the 
idea, one is tempted 
to agree with Ben- 
tham. that talk of 
rights, outside the 
context of law. is 
just “nonsense 
stilts". 


on 


Only a 
person can 
have or can 
accord 
rights 


does not stop the concept of 
group rights from penetrating 
rhetoric and the practice of the 
Labour Party. “Women only” 
lists of prospective candidates 
are rightly condemned by the 
men who are excluded from 
them. It is not justice to fav¬ 
our women in this arbitrary 
way. Nevertheless, injustice is 
exactly what we must expect, 
when the concept of a right is 
applied to a group: for a 
group makes no decisions of 
its own and is entirely out¬ 
side the sphere of moral 
judgment It has no rights, for 
the very same reason that it 
has no duties. 

Equally unjust, and an 
amazing revelation of intel¬ 
lectual incompetence, is the 
recent ruling of the Euro¬ 
pean Court which tells us 
that gypsies have a “right" to 
their traditional lifestyle, re¬ 
gardless of our planning laws, 
and can therefore park their 
mobile homes in whatever 
beauty spot should take their 
fancy. This ruling grants to 
one person a privilege which 
is withheld from another, 
purely on racial grounds. 
Leave aside the catastrophic 
consequences for the English 
countryside; leave aside the 
fact that only a travesty of the 
traditional gypsy life can be 
_ conducted in a mod¬ 
em mobile home: 
the fact is that in 
the name of human 
rights the European 
Court has issued 
a racist judgment 
Such judgments fol¬ 
low inevitably from 
attributing rights to 
groups, rather than 
to the individuals 


However, the problem lies 
less with the concept of a right, 
than with the unprincipled 
application of it, in the service 
of massive social experiments. 
This is how we should under¬ 
stand the idea of “group, 
rights", used to grant privi¬ 
leges to some people and 
remove them from others, 
solely on the basis of their 
social groups. The idea is 
foreign to English law. But 
programmes of “affirmative 
action" in America and judg¬ 
ments of the European Court 
have both taken it for granted. 

It has been a widespread' 
practice in America to grant 
preferential treatment to can¬ 
didates for a job or a scholar¬ 
ship purely on the ground that 
they belong to some favoured 
“minority". Certain groups, it 
is argued — women, homosex¬ 
uals. blacks, “Native Ameri¬ 
cans" — have suffered unjust 
disadvantages. To rectify the 
situation, we must therefore 
tip the balance the other way. 
and ensure that membership 
of these groups counts in 
favour of a privilege and not 
against it 

It does not require much 
intellectual acumen to recog¬ 
nise that this practice exem¬ 
plifies the very injustice 
complained of: the injustice of 
favouring one person and 
penalising another on account 
of a wholty irrevelant charac¬ 
teristic If it was unjust to offer 
privileges to a white person 
and withhold them from a 
black purely on account of the 
colour of their skin, it is 
equally unjust to reverse the 
imbalance and favour blacks 
against whites. 

A1 though that is obvious, it 


who compose them. 

The only thing which has 
rights is die thing which ac¬ 
cords rights to others: namely 
the person. And rights must be 
paid for by duties? The langu¬ 
age of rights belongs to the 
complex procedure of negotia¬ 
tion whereby people come to 
terms with the existence of 
others, and recognise that 
there are certain things which 
cannot be done, and other 
things which must be done, if 
we are to live side by side in 
peaceful communities. Detach 
the concept of a right from that 
of the person and the result is 
moral and intellectual chaos. 


T! 


Ihose on die Left tend 
to spread rights too 
widely, in order to 
advance their egalitarian 
schemes. Those on the Right 
make the opposite mistake, by 
applying the concept only to 
human individuals. The law 
recognises other kinds of per¬ 
son: firms, churches, clubs 
and schools. And what is 
recognised by the law is also 
recognised by the shadow-law 
which we bring to all our 
conflicts in order to live by 
negotiation among strangers. 

Those who invoke group 
rights wrongly attribute per¬ 
sonality to something which 
could not possess iL But 
institutions do possess person¬ 
ality: they are capable of 
acting rightly or wrongly, of 
respecting rights and also of 
trampling on them. And if 
they wrong us. then we should 
resent their actions, as pro¬ 
spective male candidates 
should resent the Labour Par¬ 
ty. and as we all should resent 
the European Court. 
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David Ashby will 


not sink, says 


Peter Riddell 



avid Ashby's l)ersoaal aijd ; . 

financial bumfllSXIOn IS EOf 


u .. an enormous step forward in the 
derelcgpinent of the railways in this corntry. v 

Sir George Young, Transport Secretary 


A too German Union 


I begin to Suspect that Helmut 
Kohl and Bill Cash are objec¬ 
tively allies in a common strug¬ 
gle. though subjectively both of 
diem would deny it It begins to look 
as though the German political class 
has despaired of Britain and now 
believes that the sort of Europe they 
want to build can only be created if 
Britain leaves die European Union. 
The process would be one of construc¬ 
tive dismissal. It also begins to look 
as though Euro-sceptic opinion in 
Britain is swinging towards the same 
conclusion: that Britain would actual¬ 
ly be better off outside the European 
Union, provided terms similar to die 
Norwegian trade relationship could 
be negotiated. 

What evidence is there for thinking 
that Germany, at least subconscious¬ 
ly. would now like to create a Europe 
without Britain? Chancellor Kohl's 
demeanour at Madrid suggests rL 
His rebuke to Jacques Santer for 
foiling to keep the commissioners in 
line shows how intolerant of any 
dissent he has become. John Major 
put an entirely rational case for 
caution on the single currency; he 
was marginalised even more com¬ 
pletely than Margaret Thatcher in- 
Rome in 1990. 

Germany has brushed aside all 
British objections to the federalist 
European policy, at least in the 
period since reunification. In 1992. 
when both the pound and the franc 
were under pressure in die European 
exchange-rate mechanism. German 
policy was dear. The franc was 
defended at all costs; the pound was 
cut adrift. As Maastricht had made 
membership of the ERM the precur¬ 
sor to the single currency, that 
amounted to a German decision that 
Britain was not part of die inner 
Europe, but that France was. 

Since German reunification, tradi¬ 
tional German cultural patterns have 
been reasserting themselves. The 
world can be divided into societies 
with control cultures on the one 
hand, and those with liberal and 
pluralist cultures on the other. Both 
in Confurian and Marxist influences 
and in the Mandarin tradition. China 
is an example of a control culture, 
whereas die pluralism of races and of 
the Hindu gods makes India far 
more liberal. It is no coinddence that 
India has made a success of democ¬ 
racy whereas China has not 
The great German philosophers. 
Kant Fichte. Hegel and Marx, go 
with Plato and Confucius as philoso- 


Chancellor Kohl has pushed France 
and Britain too hard, and now 


they reject his centralising plans 


phers of the control culture. The 
great English-language philoso¬ 
phers. Locke. Hume. Smith. Mill and 
the Bostonian William James are 
liberal and pluralist The Goman 
political tradition is undeniably 
authoritarian; Frederick the Great 
Bismarck. Kaiser Wilhelm and Hit¬ 
ler are notoriously so, but Adenauer 
and Kohl are also authoritarian 
democrats. 

The nation with so strong a control 
culture, both'in philosophy and in 
statesmanship, cannot believe that its 
own vision of Europe's future is not 
the only one. If the European Union 

were to be created _ 

on the German 
model, it was bound 
to be a control struc¬ 
ture; indeed the 
European Union as 
it now exists is 
bureaucratic rather 
than democratic- 
This structure does 



Rees~Mogg 


Germany and Britain may be closer 
to contemplating a divorce — I think 
they are much closer than either 
realises — but events in France and 
Russia have been changing as well; 
in both countries the changes will 
tend to reduce German power. They 
therefore make a pluralist Europe 
more likely and a fuDy Deutschified 
Europe less of a threat 
The Russian elections were a major 
victory for the Communists. The Car¬ 
negie Centre estimates that the Com¬ 
munists and their allies will have 160 
seats in the new Duma, out of a total 
of450. and the LDP, which is fascist. 

will have 50. The 
two pro-democratic 
parties. Our Home 
Is Russia and Rus¬ 
sia’s Choice, will 
have 80 and 20 re¬ 
spectively. The rest 
of the members 
will be indepen¬ 
dent Thar is a Wei- 


not seem in any way unnatural or 
sinister to most Germans, however 
democratic, but it does seem unnatu¬ 
ral and sinister to most British 
people, as it would to most Ameri¬ 
cans. The French are more divided; 
then; political tradition is one of 
autocracy interrupted by revolution. 

The European fishing debate in the 
Commons, in which the Government 
was defeated, shows how far this 
British reaction has already gone. 
The debate was generally reported as 
though its significance was that Bill 
Cash had vocal with Labour. Not so. 
The significance was that Labour 
voted with Bill Cash. Of course, the 
European fishing policy is a disaster, 
like the common agricultural policy. 
Of course, it damages British inter¬ 
ests and has virtually destroyed our 
fisheries. But such damage is the 
price we pay for membership of the 
European Union, and Labour would 
have no chance of changing the 
polity. The vote against the fisheries 
polity was logically a vote against the 
whole European bargain. 

Does this all mean that Britain is 
moving, however gradually, towards 
the European exit? Probably not. 


mar-like assembly, and crime and 
economic conditions are so bad in 
Russia that an authoritarian presi¬ 
dency, of one type or another, is very 
possible in 1996. The next presiden¬ 
tial election is only six months away. 


C 


hancellor Kohl has been 
able to lean on his smaller 
neighbours, in the style of a 
Japanese Sume wrestler. 
The normal balancing power to 
Germany. Russia, has been tempo¬ 
rarily removed. The Duma elections 
suggest that the Russians are now 
moving towards a reassertion of their 
presence, possibly in a benign form 
or possibly in a dangerous one. By 
the end of next year there will 
probably be some Russian counter¬ 
balance to the German dominance in 
Eastern Europe. That alone should 
lead the Germans to recognise the 
interdependence inherent in their 
position. Germany has medium-term 
economic and welfare problems as 
serious as those of France. A Rus¬ 
sian resurgence could also lead to a 
dangerous last-minute rush to com¬ 
plete the creation of a European 
Union on the German raodeL 


The FYench strikes wore a defeat 
for the Jiippfr Government and a 
warning to the French bureaucratic 
oligarchy. La France profbnde has 
had as much as it can taka Despite 
French unemployment, with youth 
unemployment dose to 30 per cent, 
the Germans have insisted on further 
deflation so that France can meet the 
Maastricht convergence criteria. The 
French people have suffered enough: 
they will go no further. President 
Chirac is not at all a great man.- He 
has always been a cardboard buIldQE-. 
er. It would take an exceptionally 
great man, convinced that it was 
France’s destiny to become a Franco¬ 
phone Bavaria in a greater German 
Europe, to carry the polity beyond 
this point- Either Chirac will freeze in 
his tracks, or he will panic, dismiss 
Alain Jupp£ and change the policy. 

The truth is that Chancellor Kohl 
has got It wrong. He has. almost 
intentionally, converted Britain from' 
friendship towards Germany and the 
European idea to a scepticism not 
unmixed with hostility. He has 
pushed Fbance further than the 
French were willing to go, and is in 
danger of losing the Franco-German 
alliance. In domestic policy, he .has 
allowed German labour costs to 
become the highest on earth, with 
half of the cost going on welfare. 
German productivity has slowed-] 
dramatically during his period in 
office. He taros German industry at 
twice the British rate. He has wasted 
the advantageous period of Russian 
weakness and withdrawal oh a 
scheme for Europe that has alienated 
those nations he could not buBy.. 
After the reunification of Germany he 
began to think he was Bismarck, but 
he does not have Bismarck’s econ¬ 
omy, or his army, or his statesman¬ 
ship. The reunification was one of 
history’s great events; what he has 
done since has been one of history's 
great mistakes. 

Britain would no doubt choose to 
leave a German-dominated Europe 
with a bureaucratic control culture. 
We should prove extraordinarily bad 
citizens of such a state, and die 
Germans would be happy to see us 
go. But such a Europe is not now very 
likely to come into existence. The 
Germans can bully die Italians, but 
for different reasons they cannot 
bully the British, the Russians or, 
from nowon, the French. The ideal of 
a democratic and pluralist Europe is 
still the best one. and ft is nothing like 
as impossible as it now looks. 


en the future of die Government The 
Tory party looks after its own; nptr- 
because of sentiment friendship; tir 
some unwritten code of behaviora; 
but through simple setf-preservation: 
MPS may privately revel and snigger, 
at colleagues' discomfiture, ljut'tfiey 

help one who is down. Mr Ashby has, 
never been part of the Westminster 
dub. Always a toner, he was a dvised 
not to pursue hfe disastrous fiber 
action. But his troubles are not his; 
atone. If he were forced into bank¬ 
ruptcy he would have to stand down 
as an MF, and the Tories would fare , 
certain defeat in the s ubsequ ent by-, 
election, further jeopardising; thefr 
slim majority. This wfllnot happen. 

Tory MPS are rallying round him, 
because if he sinks, they will al l suf- ■ 
fer. To use a senior Tory's word, they 
will try to keep him “buoyant”, both 
fina nciall y and to prevent him doing 
anything reckless. Fefflow Tories, 
many of whom had not spoken td '■ 
him for years, cheered when he asked 
a question in the- Commons^ on 
Tuesday. And there is talk of a 
financial support operation. 

As a mixture of prefects arid - 
informers, the Tbry whips try to 
prevent scandals developing, or at~ 
least from becoming public. TTiey- 
have their own intelligence network 
and a blade bode of MPS* quirks and 
misdemeanours is locked away in ■ 
their cammon-room-IIke office off the 
Members’ Lobby. 


T he Metropolitan Police rings 
the wfaips^ office first’ if an; 
MP gets into trouble. Police 
immediately cont a cted the Tory 
whips in February last year when 
they found what they correctly be¬ 
lieved to be the body of Stephen Milli¬ 
gan in bizarre circumstances. One of 
the whips’ duties isto bail out MPS in 
trouble. In the late 1980s, they were 
more than once called out after a 
minister, now no longer in the 
House, was racked up in gents' lava¬ 
tories, usually pretty drunk. None of 
that ever became public. 

- When; scandals emerge in the 
press, the whips try to minimise the 
impact on the party generally. Offen¬ 
ders are left to' justify themselves in 
the media and to their local parties. 
Most scandals are forg o t te n in time if 
the MP mends fences with his local 
party. Tim Yeo* infidelities were the . 
big post-Christmas story two years 
ago and he had to resign from the 
Government But he was recently 
reselected by his constituency party 
in Suffolk with no fuss. 

Financial scandals usually take 
longer to flare up. It all depends an 
what, or whether, the affected MP 
notifies the whips. When John Hed- 
dle killed himself in December 1969. 
after facing big tosses over his prop¬ 
erty interests, senior whips said they 
would have tried to help if only they 
had known. But Heddlewasaproud 
• man. reluctant to ask for assistance! 

There is no secret slush fund: the 
Tory party has financial problems 
enough of its own. Tory supporters, 
whether local party members or big 
individual donors,, would be furious 
if their money were diverted to help 
someone in financial trouble. What 
happens is more informal. As one 
former chief whip told me, the whips 
act as contacts, nke substitute bank 
managers of the old school They put 
the MP in touch with people who 
may be able to help. 

Help is sometimes arranged by 
one of the whips or a senior 
backbencher. Rich individuals and 
wealthy MF5. a number of whom still 
have millions of family money, are., 
asked to provide loans to ensure that 
foe e rrant MP does not go bust 
Often, of course, the assu mp t i o n is 
that loans will not be repaid. 






Justice done 


MYRA HINDLEY has a new 
lawyer — a petite brunette in her 
mid thirties, who goes by the name 
of Carolyn Taylor and happens to 
be the niece of the Lord Chief 
Justice, Lord Taylor of Gosforth. 

News of her appointment to 
Myra Hindley's cause came as 
MPs decided this week that it was 
“wrong in principle" for a Home 
Secretary to have the power to keep 
murderers in jail once they have 
served their time. 

It also comes just after the 
Moors murderer put her case for 
freedom in a 5.000-word “essay” in 
The Guardian. 

Fellow solicitors said yesterday 
that the appointment did not sur¬ 
prise than. Carolyn works from 
Taylor Nichol in Finsbury Park, 
north London. “The practice has a 
profile of representing prisoners." 
says one. “She is very much 
respected because of her indepen¬ 
dent disposition.” Hindley’s previ¬ 
ous lawyer. Andrew McCooey, 
says he has represented her for 
seven years: “but eventually I 
found the media intrusion 


But Carolyn is not believed to 
share his Trotskyite persuasions. 

Yesterday, the Lord Chief Jus¬ 
tice would not comment on his 
niece’s remarkable appointment 
and Carolyn herself was not an¬ 
swering calls. 


beloved of some of Westminster's 
sturdier fellows. The manager is 
offering a free fish supper to any 
member who defied the whip to 
stick up for the British fleet. 


Daisy chore 


• Should John Major's fishy 
rebels need a nerve-centre for their 
piscatorial activities , they need 
look no further than the Laughing 
Halibut , a fish-and-chip shop 


excessive. 


Her partner in the practice, Jim 
Nichol, represents the Bridgewater 
Four and was at one time a mem¬ 
ber of the Socialist Workers Party. 



HUGH GRANT and Emma 
Thompson were reduced to crawl¬ 
ing on hands and knees during the 
finning of the latest Jane Austen 
adaptation. Sense and Sensibility, 
which opens in the new year. The 
entire crew and cast were roped 
into a madcap scheme to pick every 
single daisy on the lawn ai Mont- 
acute House in Somerset 
The Taiwanese director, Ang 
Lee, was shooting a winter scene at 
the National Trust property in the 
middle of June when he realised 
daisies were not exactly seasonal. 
“He asked everybody to help to 
pick them out of the lawn.” says a 
National Trust representative. "It 
took ages. I have never seen so 
many bottoms in the air." 





ster City Council should reconsider 
the whole idea.” he shudders. “It is 
a figurative statue of a woman in a 
long frock fleeing with her child, 
whereas it should be abstract like 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
The statue might work if it were by 
Epstein or Michelangelo but this is 
quite wrong." 

The council is contrite under the 
onslaught “The quality of the de¬ 
sign will be looked at again.” 


sherry—all carefully selected from 
the House of Commons cellars. 

A number of the bottles were ear¬ 
marked for party workers who 
supported the former minister 
when he challenged Major for the 
party's leadership this summer. 


Out of site 


Parly poopers 


m 


“Its amazing how manv they 
emm into Holloway" 


JOHN MAJOR’S tormentor John 
Redwood has been hit by burglars 
in his Wokingham constituency. 
The hoodlums made off with the 
sharp-eared one’s Christmas 
restoratives — his bottles of 
whisky, claret, champagne and 


LORD ST JOHN OF FAWSLEY. 
the perfectly proportioned presi¬ 
dent of Emmanuel College. Cam¬ 
bridge. and occasional escort of 
Princess Margaret is in a frightful 
flap over plans for a statue at West¬ 
minster Abbey. 

In his capacity as chairman of 
the Fine Art Commission, he is ap¬ 
palled that Westminster Council is 
even contemplating allowing the 
Innocent Victims Memorial to be 
erected on the north green. 

“Both the memorial and its pro¬ 
posed siting are wrong. Westmin- 


•Josi Carreras, the smallest of 
the three tenors, has been learning 
Chinese in secret to impress his 
fans in South-East Asia. On an al¬ 
bum due out next year he warbles a 
track in Chinese called “ Kazakh¬ 
stan Folk Song ” Other songs on 
the album are in Spanish, Eng¬ 
lish, Italian and Latin. European 
admirers, however, will not be able 
to enjoy this unusual track. "The 
European version will not indude 
it" sqvs his music publisher. "He 
said it would be incongruous.” 



Country girl 


Pattenbook 


CHRIS PATTEN’S middle daugh¬ 
ter. Laura, cut a dash when she 
arrived in Hong Kong in a mini¬ 
skirt stylish enough to raise eye¬ 
brows around the colony's cocktail 
circuit Now the Governor's de¬ 
lightful youngest daughter, Alice, 


is causing something of a stir in the 
country set She makes her teenage 


debut this week posing as one of 
the “girls in pearls" for die frontis¬ 
piece of Country life. 

In the past, it has been her two 
terriers. Whisky and Soda, which 
have hit the headlines. Whisky 
once bit a workman in die Gover¬ 
nor's House and Soda vanished in 
1992. giving rise to fears that he 
had been turned into a succulent 
Eastern dish. 


B y definition, these exercises 
are secret — akin to the Bank 

of England lifeboat to rescue 
companies, which is counted a suc¬ 
cess if it remains invisible. But 
ministers confirmed yesterday that a 
number of Tory MPS had been 
helped out in die current Parliament: 
some whose companies had run into 
trouble in the. early 1990s. and some 
victims of Lloyd’s. 

A rare example of a public rescue 

involved Harvey Proctor after he was 
forced to step down at the 1987 efec^ 
non after his conviction for gross- 
nuJecenty. Matthew Parris records in 
his Great Parliamentary Scandals 
mat Mr Proctor retained the support 
«the whips, and that a group of 16 
Tory MPs and ministers from across 
me party (indudmg two who latet 
invested i' 

trtal of £80,000 in a new men's shut. 
shop which he set up in Richmond; 

A support operation is" now being 
discussed for Mr Ashby, although lie 
wul not have to find any money for' ■ 
some time. It could take- until the 
sunimer for the costs of the cage to be 
nnajised, and then he could have a. 
further couple erf months , to appeal 
against this assessment. So any help 
might not be needed until next” 
autumn at the earliest Even-if the 
worst does occur, Mr Ashby might 
001 face bankrupqr. for' almost. 
year, and the Tory whips cpuldthen 
delay - aity by-election: until spring' 
1997. when a general election 
aayway have to be hdcL The Tory’ 
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SOLDIERS IN THE SNOW 

Salute to the men left to deal with politicians’ wars 


Lieutenant-General Rupert Smith, the com¬ 
mander of the United Nations force in 
Bosnia, has now relinquished his responsi¬ 
bilities. He has conducted his command 
with great astuteness and resolve in terrible 
circumstanites. As it takes over, Nato owes 
him a considerable debt his decision last 
September to take on the Serbs made 
possible the settlement the Alliance is now 
committed to enforce. The earlier lessons of 
mis thankless, under-equipped and con¬ 
fused UN mission must te absorbed; but as 
it ends, tribute is due. UN troops saved 
thousands of lives.- kept a lifeline open into 
Sarajevo and, in many cases with acts of 
individual heroism, tried to limit the 
devastation of war on countless small 
communities. In the effort, 214 Unprofor 
soldiers were killed and 1,500 wounded. 

The guns which the UN could not silence 
are now quiet. The treacherous task of 
turning the absence of war inro a stable 
peace now falls to Nato's “Joint Endeavour". 
There is no veiling the risk of military 
casualties in this operation, in which 13,000 
British troops will be engaged, and the 
political risks are if anything greater than 
the military. The Bosnia operation will set 
the pattern for America’s future strategic 
relations with the European continent. It 
must not fail. Nato could founder with it But 
nobody would have chosen Bosnia, in all its 
complexity, as Nato’s post Cold War testbed. 
The Alliance will have foiled if its military 
power merely suppresses this conflict tem¬ 
porarily, only for it to break out when the 
Alliance departs. But to achieve genuine 
success — civil peace in Bosnia and lasting 
stability in the Balkans—will be a tall order. 

The Bosnia aooord contains strong guar¬ 
antees backed by all the major powers. It is 
also flexible about the detail of implementa¬ 
tion. The fact remains that it enshrines what 
is at best a half-peace: and for the future, it 
attempts the trickiest of combinations — 
between a physical partition of the country 
and a legal assertion of its continued 
territorial integrity as a single state. 

In Paris, another fiction was affirmed: 
Nato is there with the consent of all parties. 
That may be so. at the top. but it will rapidly 


be put to the test when the Serbian suburbs 
of Sarajevo are returned to Bosnian govern¬ 
ment control: when, in the British sector, 
land now under Muslim-Croat control 
comes to be handed back to the Serbs; and in 
the disputed Posavina corridor which is to 
be jointly policed by US and Russian troops. 
The derisiveness with which a British 
contingent yesterday swept past Serb check¬ 
points on a former front line in Western 
Bosnia must be the pattern of the next few 
weeks and months. There must be no 
repetition of the humiliating UN haggling at 
wayside roadblocks with local militias. 

The first challenges are physical. Winter 
weather, which has already delayed some 
troop deployments, dominated the formal 
hand-over at Sarajevo airport yesterday; 
freezing fog prevented Admiral Leighton 
Smith, the overall Nato commander, from 
landing. But winter in Bosnia, has tended to 
be on the side of peace: the race is to achieve 
a semblance of stability before the snows 
melt. Nato’s first task will be to separate the 
combatants; but by next summer, the 
mission is expected to have created suf¬ 
ficiently stable conditions to enable the 
elections to be held which, in theory and in 
hope, are to enable Bosnia's citizens to 
cohabit in peace. 

Nato’s political leaders have ordered a 
well-trained, adequately equipped force of 
60,000 to impose respect for an imperfect 
peace treaty after nearly four years of 
fighting in which every law of war and of 
peace has been brutally broken. The troops 
from Britain. America. France and 29 other 
Nato and non-Nato countries now prepar¬ 
ing for a Christmas of cold comfort and hard 
months ahead have the right to expect 
steadfastness of those at home when the 
going gets rough, as it will. There must be no 
panicked calls to quit no loose talk of 
quagmires, no carping at field commanders. 
Nato has a sound peace enforcement strat¬ 
egy and well-trained troops. Never has it 
been more true than in Bosnia that soldiers 
are left to deal with the wars which poli¬ 
ticians have made. After years of political 
bungling, these soldiers come late to the 
rescue of peace. We wish them Godspeed. 


NEW SPIES FOR OLD 

MPs need to took closely at how MI5 fights crime 


Rather than shed its spies who have been 
made less useful by the end of the Cold War 
and the Irish ceasefire, the Government has 
often preferred to redeploy them. MI5 first 
took overall responsibility for fighting 
terrorism and, in a Bill published yesterday, 
is given a widened remit to allow its officers 
to conduct operations against organised 
crime. Tom King and his colleagues on the 
Commons Intelligence and Security Com¬ 
mittee should feel free to ask hard questions 
and. to set benchmarks by which they will 
judge the success or failure of using MI5 to 
combat crime. They laid out some of the un¬ 
resolved issues in a short report yesterday, 
but they can and should probe more deeply. 

'The committee refers to the “distinct 
package of skills" which MI5 can bring to 
law enforcement But yesterday’s report 
takes as read the Prime Minister’s assertion 
to the Conservative Parly conference that 
MI5 wall be able to add value to all existing 
measures against organised crime. The MPs 
should want to know whether or not the 
Government is bring bamboozled into 
maintaining the budget of a counter-intelli¬ 
gence agency which no longer has to spot 
Warsaw Pact spies and which may one day 
be able to relax its efforts against the ERA. To 
be worth continuing and worth defending. 
MIS operations against organised crime 
must represent value for money and avoid 
duplication with existing agencies. 

This is not merely a matter of good 
housekeeping. The policeman aims to put 
the drug dealer or money launderer out of 
business by putting him out of circulation. 
To achieve that the detective needs both 
intelligence and evidence good enough for a 


court The intelligence officer, by contrast 
needs to know and to understand well 
enough to warn or advise his customers in 
Government. By any means his superiors 
will allow him, he must acquire information 
which his target does not know he has. 

The argument that the Mafia, Yardies or 
Triad gangs are a threat to national security 
is flimsy. The case for MI5 help is more tech¬ 
nical and was succinctly expressed by an 
MI5 director who retired this year. The po¬ 
lice, he said, were expert at covert informa¬ 
tion-gathering in short term, reactive inves¬ 
tigations. MI5 specialised in the longer term, 
“learning the command structures, under¬ 
standing the people and the pattern of illegal 
activities". MI5 can warn and alert other 
authorities about criminal conspiracies 
which are exceptionally difficult to pene¬ 
trate. But their skills may only be of indirect 
hdp in putting criminals behind bars. 

Mr King’s committee is therefore quite 
right to stress that there is no element of 
merger in the new relationship between MI5 
and the police: the police remain in control. 
The application of that cardinal principle 
may lead to some internal reorganisation of 
police forces and Home Office agencies. The 
committee says that MI5 should act “in 
support oP* the National Criminal Intelli¬ 
gence Service (NCIS). To judge by last 
summers report from the Commons Horae 
Affairs Committee, the NCIS may not yet 
command either the powers, resources or 
maturity to master its tasks. Intelligence 
agencies attract a lot of attention; but bodies 
such as the NCIS are at least as important in 
strengthening the nation’s defences against 
transnational criminals. 


DREAMING OF... 

The day when it is never the wrong kind of snow 


On a visit to Washington during the war, the 
story goes. Churchill asked to see Isaiah 
Berlin , a bright young man he had heard 
was working in America. Sitting down 
expectantly to talk to the great mind, he 
asked him what he considered to be his 
greatest work. Irving Berlin, still puzzled at 
the urgent request to meet Churchill, 
promptly replied: "White Christmas.” 

With due deference to the Oxford philos¬ 
opher. Irving’s work does indeed eclipse that 
of his namesake in popular acclaim. No 
Christmas is now safe from Bing Crosby 
crooning in every pub and supermarket. No 
bookie can refuse the wager every betting 
Englishman is tempted to place that snow 
will fell cm Christmas Day- .. . 

This year, many bookies are regretting the 
generous odds they gave last summer when 
drought seared , the land. Anti-cyclones are 
fickle fortune-tellers. The bookies ought to 
have taken fright at the £3,500 bet placed at 
7-1 two weeks ago that a single flake of snow 
would fall on the roof of the London Weather 
Centre on December 25. Did the punter have 
an infallible piece of prescient seaweed, or 
his own meferologicsd balloon anchored in 
his bade garden? At any rate, the odds are 
now down to 2-1. 

The Victorians, led by the German Prince 
Albert are responsible for the notion that 


snow is an essential festive trimming. 
Perhaps it was indeed colder in those days: 
but even if the snow did lie round about it 
was rarely deep or crisp or even. More often 
it would have been grey from coal soot 
slushy from horses and carriage wheels or 
mixed with the mud of unmade roads. Snow 
has fallen on the Christmas image ever since 
and cannot be brushed away. Indeed so 
powerful is the white blanket covering the 
Western imagination that those countries 
deprived of die fluffy substance at this time 
of year have to invent their own. 

Snow cannons are roaring full-throated in 
Los Angeles to create a winter wonderland 
beneath the permanently blue skies and 
mild breezes of Southern California: 
showbiz stars sweat in woolly clothes and 
ermine trim to croon through the old carols 
for the Hollywood Christmas spectaculars. 
And though the barbie on Bondi Beach may 
now be part of the Australian Christinas 
ritual, the cards and the hymns are dusted 
with snowy powder. 

The weathermen, like Santa, will have 
their day on Christmas Eve: the entire 
nation, especially the bookmakers, will hang 
on their predictions. This is the one time of 
the year when no one cares if it is the wrong 
sort of snow: afl that matters is that it foils, 
gently, from the sky. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Implications of 
ruling on Oflot 

From Dr P. J. G. Butler 

Sir. The unfortunate predicament of 
Mr Peter Davis (report and leading 
article, December 20) appears to me to 
be symptomatic of a major problem in 
Britain today, namely the apparent 
assumption that a training in accoun¬ 
tancy fits someone for every position 
in management. Accountants often 
appear to place cost-efficiency above 
any other value. 

Mr Davis thought he was doing the 
correct thing in saving money on his 
, flights around the US and placed that 
above the other value of avoiding any 
apparent conflict of interest. A similar 
conflict appears on other occasions, 
where the accountancy-led board of a 
company, or even of a hospital, may 
put cost-saving above other consider¬ 
ations that the public would consider 
pre-eminent. 

It is time that we returned accoun¬ 
tants to their correct position, as just 
one of a number of specialists whose 
advice should be sought, rather than 
automatically as the main decision¬ 
makers. We might then pet back to a 
process of decision-making which is 
more widely accepted and not driven 
only by oost-curting considerations. 

Yours sincerely. 

P. JONATHAN G. BITTER. 

2 Heron’s Close. Cambridge. 
December 20. 

From Mr Richard Branson 

Sir. Jon Ashworth’s article, “When 
battling Branson failed to hit the jack¬ 
pot” (Business Analysis, December 
19). states some of the criteria used by 
Oflot in deciding who should run the 
lottery. However, it put oily one side 
of the story. 

We have always argued that the 
National Lottery contract was award¬ 
ed on the basis of a number of flawed 
assumptions and tests which were 
open to very varied interpretation by 
the eight bidders in their submissions. 
Let me give you some foots based 
upon the actual bids. 

Our profits-for-charity bid (the Lot¬ 
tery Foundation) projected revenues 
of £37.4 billion over the bh years of 
the licence. Camelot projected £31.7 
billion over the same period. 

The Lottery Foundation projected a 
contribution of £103 billion to the Nat¬ 
ional Lottery Development Fund 
(NLDF). Camelot projected a maxi¬ 
mum of £8.9 billion to the same good- 
causes fund. 

The foundation bid projected more 
than a £1.6 billion additional contribu¬ 
tion to the NLDF over the Camelot 
bid. The foundation would have dona¬ 
ted all its profits to charity. This would 
have meant at least a further £600 
million going to good causes rather 
than Camelot's shareholders. 

Peter Davis argued that he could 
not and would not take into account 
that all our profits would go to charity, 
when awarding the contract to run the 
National Lottery. We disagreed, and 
still disagree. We submitted market 
research thai indicated that many 
more people would have been inclined 
to play if they felt that all the profits 
were going to good causes. 

Peter Davis ignored this research 
altogether and discounted our project¬ 
ed turnover figure to a level that put 
Camelot ahead. He stated that he felt 
our turnover figures were far too high. 
With hindsight, they were too low. 

This letter would not have been nec¬ 
essary if Oflot had published the full 
details of the bid. In the interest of 
more open government maybe one 
thing that can be learnt from all this is 
that decisions of this magnitude 
should no longer be taken behind 
closed doors. 

Yours sincerely. 

RICHARD BRANSON. 

Virgin Management Ltd, 

1 20 Campden Hill Road. W8. 

From Mr Charles Young 

Sir, Any hopes the Government might 
have tiiat more senior managers 
could be persuaded to move from the 
private to the public sector will have 
received a serious setback as a result 
of the experiences of Mr Peter Davis, 
Director General of Oflot. 

On the evidence. Mr Davis has act¬ 
ed openly and honestly. He consulted 
offi cials about using GTech*s private 
jet and noted for the record a long¬ 
standing family friendship with a 
non-executive director of GTech. 
Nonetheless he has been subjected to 
a smear campaign which casts doubt 
on his integrity and damages his char¬ 
acter by innuendo. 

Life in the private sector can be 
hard. However, business people and 
others who are accustomed to the real¬ 
ities of vigorous competition will be 
unwilling to take on public office if. as 
a consequence, their privacy can be in¬ 
vaded and their reputations under¬ 
mined at tite whim of politicians and 
journalists. 

Yours faithfully, 

CHARLES YOUNG. 

The Old Rectory, Chipping Warden, 
Banbury. Oxfordshire. 

From Sir Robert Calderwood 

Sir. I would like an answer to one 
question about the conduct of Peter 
Davis. Did he, knowing of his links, 
however informal and friendly, with 
individuals within GTfech. the partner 
m die Camelot consortium, disqualify 
himself from any part in the adjudica¬ 
tion process before awarding foe con¬ 
tract to Camelot? 

Yours. 

robert calderwood. 

6 Mosspark Avenue. 

Milngavie, Glasgow. 


A broader view of fisheries policy 


From Mr Robin Teverson, MEP for 
Cornwall and West Plymouth 
(Liberal Democrat) 

Sir. By helping to defeat the Govern¬ 
ment on fisheries policy (report, Dec¬ 
ember 20) a few Conservative rebels 
have reaped a great deal of publicity. 
But why do these MPs rebel only on 
votes that have no impact on the real 
world? 

Tuesday’s vote was just an opportu¬ 
nity to pass judgment on fisheries pol¬ 
icy over the last year. If they are really 
interested in a fair deal for Britain’s 
fishermen the rebels should be think¬ 
ing seriously about reform of the com¬ 
mon fisheries policy. Calling for with¬ 
drawal from the CFP is merely ges¬ 
ture politics: it does nothing to tackle 
the underlying problem of providing 
proper incentives not to over-fish. 

The Liberal Democrat solution is 
not to nationalise fisheries policy, but 
to regionalise it. creating representa¬ 
tive bodies for skippers In each fish¬ 
ery. If Tory rebels would engage with 
the real debate, rather than just cry 
over spilt milk, perhaps we could all 
make progress. Confuting their pro¬ 
tests to meaningless votes leads me to 
conclude that they are more interested 
in saving their seats than in saving 
our skippers. 

Yours faithfully. 

ROBIN TEVERSON. 

Newton Farm. 

Metherell. Callington. Cornwall. 
December 20. 


From Dr R. T. D. Oliver 

Sir. There is increasing acceptance 
that there could be an element of midi 
in the hypothesis that rising levels of 
oestrogenic-like agricultural chemi¬ 
cals in the food drain are playing a 
role in the unmanning of man and 
causing a decline in sperm count and 
a rising incidence of testis and pos¬ 
sibly also breast cancer. 

Having worked on titis hypothesis 
for the last 10 years, I was dis¬ 
appointed that the debate on EC fish¬ 
ing quotas gave no consideration to 
bow to handle the problem of de¬ 
clining fish fertility instead of pro¬ 
moting internecine warfare over how 
to carve up the ever-decreasing pro¬ 
portion. 

With evidence that pollution in the 
North Sea and Baltic may be a real 
cause of marine life dying of Aids-like 
illnesses, as well as having reduced 
fertility, perhaps the fisheries industry 
should be campaigning for a reduc¬ 
tion in the common agricultural poli¬ 
ty subsidies that pay for the chemicals 
that generate the non-fish food moun¬ 
tains that have in the past so embar¬ 
rassed the EC. 

Yours sincerely. 

R. T. D. OLIVER. 

St Bartholomew's Hospital. 

Medical Oncology Department. 
Colston Ward. 

1st Floor. King George V Building. 
Wesr Smithfield. ECJ. 

December 20. 


Doubts on free access to private land 


From the National Chairman of 
the Timber Growers Association 

Sir. The antagonistic approach to 
landowners by Ms Kate Ash brook, of 
the Ramblers* Association, in intro¬ 
ducing its draft Access to the Country¬ 
side Bill (report December 13) is to be 
deplored. 

There has evolved a remarkable 
degree of consensus and goodwill bet¬ 
ween the various countryside bodies. 
Real progress has been made over 
vexed issues such as public access. My 
association encourages woodland 
owners to permit public access where 
appropriate. Many private wood¬ 
lands are open to the public. 

A statutory freedom to roam in all 
woodlands, backed by the criminal 
law. would not win hearts and minds 
amongst woodland owners: it would 
lead to the polarisation of views and 
opinions. 

Yours faithfully. 

M. CRICHTON MAITLAND. 
National Chairman. 

The Umber Growers Assocation. 

5 Dublin Street Lane South. 
Edinburgh l. 

December 14. 

From Mrs J. A. Scott 

Sir. When 1 once owned land with a 
footpath across it, my experience was 
that proper ramblers caused little 
problem. 

The difficulty was that most of the 
walkers were not serious members of 
the Ramblers' Association and did not 
abide by the Country Code. 

They wandered around off the foot¬ 
path. climbed over dry-stone walls, 
gradually bringing them down, could 


not be trusted to close gates securely, 
and let their children and dogs run 
wild. 

Although it might seem reasonable 
to allow access to land which is not 
farmed and is designated as open 
country, in many areas such access 
would involve crossing fanned land, 
with all the problems and anxiety to 
owners and tenants which inexperien¬ 
ced walkers, however well intention- 
ed, bring with them. 

Yours faithfully. 

JENNIFER A. SCOTT, 

49 Shamrock Way. 

Hythe Marina Village. 

Hythe, Hampshire. 

From Mr Anthony Perry 

Sir. In 19931 decided to open a 15-acre 
wood to the public and took legal ad¬ 
vice as to my public liability. The ad¬ 
vice was “to take such care as is rea¬ 
sonable in all the circumstances to see 
that Ivisitors) do not suffer injury on 
your property by reason of a danger" 
Precautions would have involved 
fencing a pond, putting up warning 
notices around an old quarry and. 
where possible, drawing attention to 
fallen trees, slippery wooden bridges, 
soft ground etc. The quoted cost of in¬ 
surance proved prohibitive and 
would, in any case, have been depen¬ 
dent on carrying out the above works. 

I decided to let it be known to local 
people that they could use the wood; 
but 1 had. reluctantly, to decide 
against opening to the public at large. 

Yours faithfully. 

ANTHONY PERRY, 

12 Finsbury Park Road. N4. 
December 14. 


Maths standards 

From MrJohnAinley 

Sir, If Sir Wilfred Cockcroft's report, 
cited by Professor Emeritus Anthony 
Ralston in his letter of December 13 
[see also letter. December IS], noted 13 
years ago that “the evidence is strong 
that the use of calculators has not pro¬ 
duced any adverse effect on computa¬ 
tional ability", then the report was 
surely wrong. Thirteen years later, 
those teaching mathematics to child¬ 
ren don’t need reports or the results of 
research to tell them that the very op¬ 
posite is true. 

Pencil and papeT calculation does 
not mean that children lose under¬ 
standing of the purpose of what they 
are doing. Is this another conclusion 
borne out by research? It means that 
they have the opportunity to think, not 
just press buttons. 

What is sad is that someone with 
Professor Ralston’s academic clout 
should lend his support to such a 
hopelessly misguided theory. Many 
teachers of mathematics, like myself, 
will be appalled by his assertions. 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN ATNLEY. 

8 Foscote Road, Hendon, NW4. 
December 13. 


Sound of music 

From Dr Max Prola 

Sir. Without a trace of disapproba¬ 
tion, your opera correspondent re¬ 
ports ("Offenbach the musical, by 
Frayn", December 13) that the ENO 
now openly admits in its programme 
to the use of electronic amplification of 
voices in its current production of La 
Belle Vhvtte. But. he continues, “it's a 
useless precaution: either singers sing 
words or they don’t, and microphones 
can’t change that” 

But singers sing musical notes pri¬ 
marily. and electronic means can be 
used to provide them with a volume of 
sound that they truly do not possess. 
Worse, ft is now possible electroni¬ 
cally to alter pitch and tonal quality, 
not only in recording sessions, but 
during an actual performance. 

Although (probably) sparingly used 
at the present, such artificial enhance¬ 
ments of musical performance threat¬ 
en the foundations of opera and 
should be discouraged at every oppor¬ 
tunity. 

Yours faithfully. 

MAX PROLA, 

The Croft, 

High Legh, Knutsford, Cheshire. 
December 13. 


Ashtrays a la Carlyle 

From Mr Robert Moore 

Sir, Regarding the paragraph in your 
Diary of December 13 about the Car¬ 
lyle in New York (and it is never the 
Carlyle Hotel, or the Hotel Carlyle, 
but simply the Carlyle, so there): the 
Princess of Wales must not be allowed 
to think that the ashtrays have been 
glued to the tables because of her 
transient tenancy. They have always 
been glued down, because they come 
from Lalique and they cost a bomb. 

I know because I was in charge of 
the decor there for some 17 years. The 
housekeeper confided in me: "It's not 
the people who stay with us. but the. 
people who visit the people who stay 
with us". Of course. 

Yours. 

ROBERT MOORE, 

66 Beaufort Mansions. SW3. 


Radio l’s nativity 

From Mr T. A. J. Horton 

Sir, If your report (December 11; also 
letters, December 16) is coma then I, 
as a Christian, must protest against 
the blasphemous programme intend¬ 
ed for broadcast by the BBC. Will the 
Archbishop of Canterbury remain si¬ 
lent? 1 hope that he will publicly con¬ 
demn the BBC’s intention. 

Yours faithfully. 

T.A.J. HORTON. 

34 Walden Way, 

Frin ton-on-Sea. Essex. 


Business letters, page 29 


Letters should carry a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
foxed to 0171-7825046. 


North/South split 
on daylight Bill 

From Mr Derek Hodgson 

Sir. Your leading article f Lost day¬ 
light". December 15) on proposed 
changes to British Summer Time 
gives us the tired old myth that this is 
just a debate about Scotland. It is not. 
It is also about construction, com¬ 
munication and delivery workers 
throughout toe United Kingdom. 

My concern is with the 90.000 post¬ 
men and women in Britain, the major¬ 
ity of whom must be on the street by 
7am. The proposals of John Butler- 
fill’s Private Member’s Bill would 
force them to work in darkness, with 
staff in Scotland and the North of 
England delivering in the dark for 
over three hours. 

The tourist and leisure pressure 
groups lobbying for this change main¬ 
tain that road deaths and injuries, es¬ 
pecially among children, would fall if 
we put the docks forward one hour. In 
reality roads would be much more 
dangerous on winter mornings, argu¬ 
ably safer on winter afternoons and as 
deadly as ever for the rest of the year. 
Child deaths on the roads are in fact at 
their highest during the longer eve¬ 
nings of the summer months. During 
the Government’s experiment with 
British Standard Time between 1968 
and 1971 road accidents involving 
postal workers more than doubled. 

This is not a debate about Scottish 
fanners: the proposals would affect 
the livelihoods and working condi¬ 
tions of hundreds of thousands of 
workers who tirelessly serve the pub¬ 
lic throughout the country. 

Yours etc. 

DEREK HODGSON 
(Deputy General Secretary (Postal)). 
Communication Workers Union. 
CWU House. 

Crescent Lane. Clapham. SW4. 
December 15. 

From Mr D. H. R. Holland 

Sir. Once again. Scottish interests 
have prevailed and the Cabinet has re¬ 
jected the notion of aligning our docks 
with Europe. I simply cannot under¬ 
stand why the great majority of Eng¬ 
lish people cannot have what they 
want When the Scots have finally de¬ 
volved themselves, as seems more 
than likely in the not too distant 
future, they can have what time they 
like. 

As a compromise. I suggest that we 
should change our docks at the same 
time as France, Germany et al. and 
that we should move the docks for¬ 
wards and backwards two hours each 
time. This means that at least during 
the summer months, we would have 
the same time as our most important 
European partners. 

Yours faithfully. 

DAVID HOLLAND 
(Direaor), 

Holland and Sherry Ltd. 

9 Savile Row, Wl. 

December 14. 

From Mr Graeme Woolaston 

Sir. Your leader on changing to Euro¬ 
pean time advances the strangest ar¬ 
gument for this proposal I have heard 
yet: that it would boost the Scottish 
tourist industry because of our “very 
early sunsets”. In the months of Dec¬ 
ember and January tourists do not 
conspicuously throng our streets; 
those who are here haven’t come to en¬ 
joy the northern daylight: and when 
tourists do come in droves, in the 
summer, our sunsets are anything but 
early. 

If European time were adopted, 
tourists in Scotland, like everyone 
else, would find winter daybreak de¬ 
layed till well after 9am. One cam 
help wondering what would be the 
chances of the proposed change pas¬ 
sing the House of Commons if it had 
the same effect in London. 

Yours faithfully. 

GRAEME WOOLASTON. 

10 Uist Crescent 
Stepps, Glasgow. 

December 15. 

From Mrs K. M. C. Marin tyre 

Sir, If the Government does “sabotage 
John ButterfiU’s Private Member’s 
Bill on daylight-saving time", as your 
leader puts it it will, in my opinion, be 
much foe best thing it has done since 
taking office. 

Yours faithfully, 

M. R_ MACINTYRE. 

29 Crescent Grove, SW4. 

December 15. 

From Mr Michael Harvey 

Sir, Surely if there is one subject 
which is deserving of a referendum it 
is the question of whether we should 
adopt Central European Time. It 
would affect all the people of the Uni¬ 
ted Kingdom so let the people of the 
United Kingdom decide. 

Yours faithfully. 

MICHAEL HARVEY. 

10 Andrews Close, Epsom. Surrey. 
December 13. 


Sport on TV 

From Mr Simon Olley 

Sir. Sport aside (letters. December 15. 
19. 20). having just studied the BBC 
Christmas TV listings. 1 have decided 
to withhold my television licence fee 
on the basis that I paid for the pro¬ 
grammes last year. 

Yours faithfully, 

SIMON OLLEY. 

37 St Edith’s Road. 

Kemsing. Sevenoaks, Kent. 

December 19. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December 20: The Princess 
Royal this evening attended a 
Christinas Concert and Recep -, 
tion in Gloucester Cathedral. 


ST JAMES'S PALACE, 
December 20: The Prince of 
Wales, President Business in 
the Community, this morning 
opened the new Gatehouse 
Community Centre. Hartcliffe 
Road, Bristol, which was built 
as a result of a partnership 
between businesses, the local 
community and the local 
authority. 

His Royal Highness this 
afternoon visited the Soil As¬ 
sociation, Colston Streets Bris¬ 
tol. and met members of staff 
and supporters. 

The Prince of Wales later 
visited Rexam Medical Pack¬ 
aging Limited, Winterbourne 
Road, Stoke Gifford. Bristol. 


KENSINGTON PALACE 
December 20: The Princess of 
Wales received the Rt Hon 
John Major MP (Prime Minis¬ 
ter and First Lord of the 
Treasury}. 

YORK HOUSE. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
December 20: The Duke of 
Kent. President, this afternoon 
attended a Royal Air Force 
Benevolent Fund farewell lun¬ 
cheon for Lord Barber at the 
Royal Air Force Club. Port¬ 
land Place. London WL 
THATCHED HOUSE 
LODGE. 

RICHMOND PARK 
December 20: Princess Alex¬ 
andra was represented by the 
Hon Sir Angus Ogflvy at the 
Service of Thanksgiving for 
the Life of Mrs Evangeline 
Bruce which was held today in 
the Grosvenor Chapel, South 
Audley Street, London Wl. 


Birthdays today 


Mr F.G. Berkeley, former Chief 
Taxing Master of the Supreme 
Court. 76; Air Commandant Dame 
Jean Bromei, former director. 
WRAP; 83: Mr B.E.S. Collins, 
former chairman. Nabisco Group. 
72; Miss Chris Evert, tennis player, 
41: Miss Jane Fonda, actress. 58; 
Mr Bertrand Gachot. racing 
driver. 33; the Earl or Haddington. 
54; Mr James HiU, MP. 6ft Mr 
Walter Hogbin, chairman, Taylor 
Woodrow International. 58; Mr 
G.P. Hughes, former.tennis player. 
93; Mr Peter Johnson! Headmaster. 
WreJdn College. 48: Sir Frederick 
Lawton, former Lord Justice of 
Appeal, 84;' Mr Geoff Lewis, 
racehorse trainer, 60; Mr W.M.M. 
Milligan, former Principal. WoT- 
sey Hall, Oxford. 88; Sir John 
Nahairo, consultant physician. 80: 
Mr Sieve ferryman, footballer, 44; 
Mr Anthony Powell, CH. author. 
90; Sir John Quinton, non-exec¬ 
utive chairman. George Wimpey, 
66; Flight Lieutenant W. Reid. VC. 
agricultural consultant. 74; Mr 
T.L Robinson. Former president. 
DRG, 83: Brigadier V.M. Rooke, 
former director. Army Nursing 
Services. 71; Mr . Walter 
Spanghera nigby player. 52: Mr 
Greville Starkey, former jockey. 
56: Mr Michael Tiison Thomas, 
conductor. 51; Mr Peter Tinnis- 
wood. author. 99; Mr Cyril Towns¬ 
end, MP, SS: Mr James Tye, direc¬ 
tor-general. British Safety Council, 
74: Dr Run 'Waldheim, former 
President of Austria. 77; Mr Alan 
Williams. MP, 50; Mr Carl Wilson, 
singer. 4ft Professor Robert' 
Worcester, chairman. MORI, 61 


Appointment 


London Conundn Law and 
Commercial Bar Association 
Mr Peter Gross, QC has been 
elected Chairman of the London 
Common Law and Commercial 
Bar Association and Mr Colin 
Mackay. QG has been elected 
Vice-Chairman from December 13. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 


The Duke of Edinburgh, as pa¬ 
tron. will attend the British Associ¬ 
ation for Shooting and Conserva¬ 
tion/Game Conservancy Trust 
young shot's Clay Shooting com¬ 
petition at Sandringham Shooting 
Ground. Norfolk, at 230. 


The Duchess of Kent will attend a 
screening of The Wind in the 
Willows at the Curzon Mayfair 
Cinema al 11.05 in aid of the 
Renton Foundation. 


Christopher 

Bedingfield 


Evening Prayer will be sung in the 
Chapel of Gray'S Inn on Tuesday 
January 23. 1996. at 5.00pm in 
memory of Christopher 
Bedingfidd. TD. QC. Tickets are 
not required. 


Appointment 
in the Forces 


Royal Navy 

Commodore J.H.S. McAnally is to 
be promoted to Rear-Admiral and 
to be Flag Officer Training and 
Recruiting/Chief Executive Naval 
Recruiting and Training Agency, 
in January, in succession to Rear- 
Admiral J.P. Clarke. 


Luncheon 


HM Government 
Mr Malcolm Rifkind. QG Sec¬ 
retary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, was the 
host at a luncheon given yesterday 
by Her Majesty's Government at I 
Carlton Gardens in honour of 
Members of the Commonwealth 
Ministerial Action Group. 



The Prince of Wales in Bristol yesterday, opening the Gatehouse Centre at Hartdiffe and Withywood estates 


The Prince of Wales opens centre of hope 


By John Young 


JUST over two years after 
laying the foundation stone of 
the Gatehouse Centre, in Bris¬ 
tol the Prince of Wales re¬ 
turned yesterday for its 
formal opening. As President 
of Business in the Commun¬ 
ity. he will certainly be grati¬ 
fied by (he success of a project 
which ' epitomises his own 
fervent belief that depriva¬ 
tion, unemployment, crime 
and vandalism can best be 
tackled by dedicated grass 
roots efforts. 

The Hartdiffe and Withy¬ 
wood estates, on die south 
side of Bristol are among the 
largest in Europe, with a 
combined population ap¬ 
proaching 25,000. Unemploy¬ 
ment already high, was 
worsened by the closure of the 
Wills cigarette factory in die 
late 1980s with foe loss of 
5.000 jobs. 

Three years ago Hartdiffe 
erupted in riots, both estates 
have a high proportion of 
single parents and families 
dependent on welfare, and for 
many of those who live there 
the handsome, bustling city 
centre, only five miles away, is 
a different world which they 
rarely if ever visit 

In 1985 an action group of 
residents, concerned about 
the lack of opportunities for 
young people to escape foe 
cyde of deprivation, formed 
Hartdiffe and Withywood 
Ventures Ltd, and invited city 







councillors and businessmen 
to join them in seeking ways 
to provide jobs and training. 
Ten years later their efforts 
have come to fruition in foe 
shape of a spacious, attractive 
modem 34300 sq ft building 
containing workshops, of¬ 
fices, retail shops and com¬ 
munity facilities, which has 
become. a focus for local 
activities and a source of 
pride for those whom it has 
afforded foe opportunity to 
set up as entrepreneurs. 

In foe early days the com¬ 
pany received a £230,000 
grant from foe European 
Community for training facil¬ 
ities, supplemented by 
£100,000 from British Tele¬ 
com. Since then the 
£1.500,000 cost of foe build¬ 
ing has been met by £500,000 
from the Government's Ur¬ 
ban Partnership scheme, a 
matching grant from the city 
council donations from local 
businesses and fund-raising 
activities. Business in foe 



Jean Parfitt in the computer training dass w 
Gavin Rowe, 17, and (right) Lisa Turner, 17 


with 


Community has also lent its 
strong support 

Pat Mundy, the centre’s 
chief executive, says that foe 
council was enthusiastic from 
the start, all owing foe group 
to choose its own green-field 
site because of its perceived 
importance in stimulating foe 
local economy. Local enthusi¬ 
asm is reflected in foe fact 
there is no graffiti, and van¬ 
dalism has been confined to 
just one broken window, she 
says. 

Among the projects based 
at foe centre is a furniture 
recycling operation, which 
has assisted mote than 400 
community organisations 
and charities. Facilities in¬ 
dude conference rooms for 
up to 75 delegates; a day 
nursery, a popular all-day 
restaurant and cafe; and ac¬ 


cess to photocopiers, foxes 
and word processors. 

So for tram being subsir 
dised, foe firms occupying the 
offices and workshops pay, if 
anything, slightly above foe 
going commercial rate. Brian 
Mclnally, the project manag¬ 
er, says. On average at least 
200 people, frequently more, 
use the centre every day. 
About half the staff of 18 is 
recruited from foe two es¬ 
tates, which also supply virtu¬ 
ally all foe trainees who, at 
long last are being given the 
opportunity to make some¬ 
thing of their lives. 

The Gatehouse Centre, Bris¬ 
tol is one of the winners of 
the 1995' Community Enter¬ 
prise Awards, organised by 
Business in the Community 
and sponsored by The Times 
and Touche Ross. 


School news 


Berkhamstcd Schools 
The Governors or Berkhamsted 
Schools are pleased to announce 
the appointment of Dr Priscilla 
Chadwick, currently Dean of • 
Educational Development at 
South Bank University, as Prin¬ 
cipal of Bcrkhamsted Schools from 
September I ft*). The Governors 
are also pleased to announce the 
appointments, from September 
Iftib, of Dr Paul Neeson (currently 
Second Master) and Dr Helen 
Brooke (currently Deputy Head¬ 
mistress) as Deputy Principals. 
These are key senior appointments 
within the new structure of the 
Berkhamsted Schools which will 
cunsisi of a combined Junior/ 
Preparatory School, separate 
Girls' and Boys'Schools from II to 
lb years and a Coeducational Sixth 
Form. 


Spration Hall School 

The Governors of Spration Hall 
Preparatory School have ap¬ 
pointed Mr Robin Barlow as 
Headmaster from September 1996 
id suceed Mr Piers Bickley who 
retires after 21 years as Head. Mr 
Barlow is currently a House¬ 
master at Rugby School. 


Bedford Modern School 
The Governors of The Bedford 
Charity (The Harpur Trust) have 
confirmed the appointment of Mr 
Stephen Smith to succeed Mr Peter 
Squire as Headmaster of Bedford 
Modern School from September I. 
1990, when Mr Squire will retire, 
having served as Headmaster of 
the School for 19 years. Mr Smith 
is presently Deputy Headmaster of 
Birkenhead School. 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: Sir Joseph Whitworth, 
Bt, mechanical engineer. Stock- 
port. 1803; Benjamin Disraeli, 1st 
Earl of Beaconsfiekl. Prime Min¬ 
ister 1868 and 187480. London. 
1304; Joseph Stalin. Soviet leader. 
Gori, Georgia. 1879: Dame Re¬ 
becca West, novelist and critic, 
London. 1892 

DEATHS: Giovanni Boccaccio, 
writer, Certaldc. Italy, 1375; Cath¬ 
erine of Braganza, Queen consort 
of Charles II, Lisbon, 1705; F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, novelist, Hollywood, 
1940; George Patton, American 
Second World War General, 
Heidelberg, Germany, 1945; 
Gladys Ripley, contralto. Chich¬ 
ester, 1955: Eric Coates, composer, 
London, 1957; Sir John (Jack) 
Hobbs, cricketer, Hove. 1963. 

The Pilgrim Fathers landed at 
Plymouth, Massachusetts. 1620. 
Robert Liston used an anaesthetic 
(ether) far the first time in a British 
operation. University College Hos¬ 
pital London. 1846. 

A Pan American jumbo jet blew up 
and crashed on the Scottish border 
town of Lockerbie killing 270 
people. 1988. 


Memorial service 


Mrs Evangeline Br 
Princess Alexandra was repre¬ 
sented by the Hon Sir Angus 
Ogjlvy at a service of thanksgiving 
for the life of Mrs Evangeline 
Bruce held yesterday in the 
Grosvenor Chapel South Audley 
Street The Rev Simon Hobbs 
offitiated- 

Lord Jenkins of Hilihead, OM. 
Ms Artemis Cooper and Sir Nicho¬ 
las Henderson gave readings. 

The American Ambassador at¬ 
tended. Among others present 
were: 

The Duke of Devonshire, the 
Marquess and Marchioness of 
Salisbury. Patricia countess 
Jelllcoe, the Countess of Avon, Lady 
Ivor Churchill viscount and 
viscountess Norwich, Lady Jenkins 
of Hilihead. Lord Carrington. KG. 
CH, and Lady Carrington. Lord St 
John of Fawsley, Lady Soames. Lord 
and Lady Quinton, Lord Thomas or 
Swynnerttm. Lord Hesketh, the 
Dowager Lady Hesketh, Lord and 
Lady weldenreld. Lady Bonham- 
Caner, Baroness Rawlings. Lord 
Richardson ot Duntlsboume, Lord 
Lawson of Slaty. Str Michael 
Palllser. the Hon william 
Wald eg rave, MP. Lady Rosanagb 
Raben-Levetzau. Lady Antonia 
Fraser. the_ Hon Lady de Zulueta, 
ve Bos 


Ludovic Kennedy,_Slr Robin Dajt. 


Lady Pilcher. Sir David and 


the Hon Sir Cltve Bossom. Lady 


Wills, Mr Frank and Ladv 
Katharine Giles. 

Mr and Mrs Alistair Home. Miss 
Fleur Cowles. Mr and Mrs John 
Wells. Dr Charles Saumarez Smith. 
Mr and Mis Robert Kee. Mr 
Michael Gillingham. Mr Antonv 
Beevor. Mr Hugo Vickers, Mr 
Alexander Chancellor, Mr John 
Colvin. Miss Edna O'Brien. 
Professor Bernard Nevffl, Mrs Barry 
TUI, Mr Alastair Forbes, Mrs Betty 
Kerrward. Mr and Mis Paul 
Johnson, Mr Alan BelL Mr Philip 
Manse], Mr Nicholas Haslam. Mi¬ 
xon Smiley. Mr Ion Trewln. Mr 
David Trelfty, Group Captain H T 
Bennett. Mr Charles Harding. Mr 
and Mxs Aubrey West, Mr John 
Stefanldis, Mr Tom Meyer, Mrs 
John Waddell Miss Sasha Waddell. 
Mr William McNauoht, Mr Stanley 
Falconer. Miss Audrey Healy. Mrs 
Alexander Hehmeyer, Miss 
Rebecca Wilson. 

councillor David Weeks (West¬ 
minster City Council), Miss 
Elizabeth Oliver (representing Lhe 
Trustees or Albany). Mr Giles 
Adams (representing the Head of 
the David Bruce Centre for 
American Studies. Keele 
University). Mr John Setter 

S i airman of trustees. American 
useum, Bath) and Mr Ian Hall 
(Bloomsbury International Society 
for Racial Harmony In the Arts). 


Latest wills 


Mr Arthur Daniel Passey, of 
Croydon. Surrey, left estate valued 
at £6^92.911 net. 

Colonel James Ingram Miles 
SnaO. of Screromton, Berwick 
upon Tweed, Northumberland, 
owner of the TweeddaJe Trio — the 
Berwick Advertiser. Berwickshire 
Advertiser and Kelso Chronicle, 
left estate valued at E1.423J560 
neL 

He left El.000 to St Peters Parish 
Church. Scremerston. and E500each 
to Scrememnn Methodist Chapel 
and TWeedmouth Old Folks supper. 

Sir Michael Trescawen Austin, 5th 
Bt. of Okehampton. Devon, laletof 
Barton, Dunchideock, General 
Commissioner of the Inland Rev¬ 
enue 1965-86, and Master of die 
Braes of Derwent left estate val¬ 
ued at £417.710 net 
Yvonne Angela Fish, of London 
SW7. left estate valued at 
£1.446.461 net 

She left bequests of effects to 
personal legatees. £ 10,000 to the 
Cancer Relief Macmillan Fond, and 
the residue to the Royal Society ot 
Chemistry, for the first seven years 
the Income to be used to assist 
contributors at the society’s 
conferences and then to be used to 
advance knowledge In the science of 
chemlsuy. 


Forthcoming 


marriages 


Mr HLD. Baffin 

and Miss S.E. Devine 

The engagement is announced 

between Harry, son of Mr and 
Mis David Baltin, of Stmnmghin 
daughi 


BET 


Park. Ascot, and Sarah, 
ttfWpig Commander Pan Devine, 
of Ayr, and Mrs Diana Devine, of 
Asa*- 

Mr WJt Bartow 
and Miss U. H«ker . . 

The enga gem ent is anrtooncea 
betweenmUiain Robert, younger 
son of Mr and Mrs Alastarr 
Barlow, of Bures. Suffolk, and 
Laura Jane, younger daughter of. 
Mr and Mrs Michael Hacker, of St 
Johns Wood, London: 

Mr B£J. Broadbent 
and Miss JLS. Bowies 
The engagement is announced 
between Bartholomew, sot) of Mr 

and Mrs Michael Broadbent. of 

London, -SW6. and Spencer, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Eugene 
G: Bowles Jr, of Rktaxmnd, 
Virginia. , 

Mr GJV4- Dennis 

and Miss J.GA. Buxton 

The engagement is announced 

between Gavin Mark, soil of Mr 

and Mrs • Rcy Dennis, of 

Inchdryne, - ■ Nethybridge. 

Inverness hire, and Julie, daughter 

of Professor and Mrs Neff Buxton, 

of Haxpendeh, Hertfordshire. 

MrWHA Elbprrie 

aiui Baroness Doamriqne von 

PftnqhLnlndi 

The engagement is announced 
between William, you nge r son of 
Mr and Mrs Robert ETbome, of 
Seaton, Rutland, and Dominique, 
eldest daughter of Baron Wolfgang 
von PfeOen-Ambach, of Munich, 
and oF Mrs Corinna von Btucher, 
of Wallgau, Bavaria. 

Dr NJ. dasser 
and Miss M.E. Harrison 
The engagement is announced 
between Neill, spn of Professor F. 
and Dr L Glassier, of Aberdeen, 
and Maty Elizabeth, youngest 
daughter of the Late Professor R.M. 
Harrison and of Mrs Harrison, of 
Oxford. 


DrNAMoore' : 
and Mbs R-SJVL Evans r 
jfce engagement is announced ~- 
betwren Nicholas ftter. younger 
son of the late Mr Nigel Moore - 
and of Mis ?yhda McKfenafc, of •. 
Prestbury, .= Cheltenham.. 
Gloucestershire, and . Ruth Sarah 
Maria, youngest daughter of the ; 
late Mf Robert Evans and ofMrs : 
Margaret Evans,, .of TefibnJ,. 
Shropshire. - 

MrA-ParySmith 
and Miss t Figgis 
The engagement is .annt&KSfL _.. 
, between Andrew, .son cf'vMr/' 
George Fatty-Smith, _of HeifcreL : 
Cornwall, and of Mrs Mogtfe.' 
Perry-Smith, of Winchester.. aaU _ 
Lucy, daughter of His Honourand 
Mrs Arthur Figgis, of The .. _ 

Sbarftley Green, Guildford?. 
Sumy. 

MrDJjZnSl 

and Miss G.1* Robertson “ 

The engagement is announced^ 
between Donald, son of Mr anti 
Mrs Morrison ZiriH. trf FalkHt, 
Scotland, and GaD. daughter o'the' 

Late Mr Jim Robertson and of Mre 
Frances Robertson, of Tbronto. / 
Canada. 


Marriages 


Mr S.PJ. Monson 
and MissC-V. Browne 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, driest son of Mr 
and Mrs Barry Monson, of Little 
Pigstrood, Hearhfidd. Sussex, and 
Christine, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Colin Browne, of Cape Town. 
South Africa. 

Mr T. Skates 
and Miss M. Bryson 
The engagement is announced 
between Timothy, son of Mr and 
Mrs Jack Skates, of Basingstoke, 
and Margaret, elder 'daughter of 
Mr and Mrs James Bryson, of 
Bagshot. Surrey. 


Mr E-B. Christian 
and Miss AJS. Crawford 

The marriage todc place yesterday 

at St Luke’s, Chelsea, of Mr Ewan 
Christian, son of the late Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel John Christian and of 
Mrs John Henderson, of 
Newbury. Berkshire, to Mas . 
Arabella Crawford, daughter of 
Mr David and Lady Susanna 
Crawford of Cupar, rife. The jtev 
Derek Watson officiated. - 

The . bride; who was given nU 
marriage by her father, was at¬ 
tended by Camilla Henderson; - 
Rosie Holland-Hibbert, 
Christiana Hamhra Charles' 
Woodhouse, Rosie Goddard and ' 
Luke Goddard The Hon Henry 
HoDand-Hibbeartwas best man. 

A reception was held at the 
Royal College of Musicand the 
honeymoon will be spent abroad. 
MrJ. Cripwefl - 
and Mrs S. HaO-Garner 
The marriage took place.-qtriedy. 
on. December 20. at St Marys 
Chapel. Buckler's Hard between : 
Mr John CripwdI and Mrs Shirky 
HaStGamer. • . 

Dr SJS. YadaV 
and Miss KA. Fletcher 
The .marriage took place on 
December 18. in Delhi between Dr 
Sanjay Singh Yadav, son of tire late 
Brahma Nand Yadav and of Satya 
Yadav, of Gurgaon. India, and 
Katy. daughter of Mr and Mrs 
John : Fletcher, of. Maidenhead. 
Berkshire. - . 


Church news 




The Rev Mark Wilson, Vicar. 
Christ Church, Epsom Common, 
to be Archdeacon of Dorking, 
diocese ot Guildford, succeeding 
the Ven Christopher Herfiht. now 
Bishopof St Albans. 

The Rev Robert' Reiss, Rector, 
Grantham and Rural Dean of 
Grantham, diocese Lincoln, to be 
Archdeacon of Sunty, diocese of 
Guildford, succeeding' the Ven 
John Went. Bishop designate of 
Tewkesbury, diocese of Glouces¬ 
ter. 

The Ven Gerald Brown. Chaplain, 
St Peter and St Sigfrid's. Stock¬ 
holm, Sweden, and Archdeacon of 
Scandinavia retired on November 
I, and has been appointed Canon 
Emeritus of Holy Trinity Pro- 
Cathedral, Brussels, Belgium, di¬ 
ocese of Europe. 

Appointments 

The Rev Paul Ainsworth, Curate, 
Golcar w part-time responsibility 
for Hospital Chaplaincy (Wake¬ 
field): to be Vicar, Moor AOerton 
Team Ministry, in charge of St 
Stephen (Ripon). 

The Rev Michael Aisbitt, Vicar,. 
South Bank, Middlesbrough: to be 
Rector, Whitby (York). 

The Rev Howard Ansel], Rector, 
Little Waltham and Priest-in¬ 
charge. Great Leighs: to be also 
Priest-in-charge. Little Leighs 
(Chelmsford). 

The Rev Frederik Arviddson, 
Assistant Curate, w special respon¬ 
sibility for Botley (Portsmouth): to 
be Priest-in-charge. Ringwould w 
Kingsdown (Canterbury). 

The Rev Peter Baron, Assistant 
Curate. St Peter. Monkseaton 


(Newcastle): to be Assistant Cu¬ 
rate. St Saviour'S, Guildford 
(Guildford). , 

The Rty James Bateson, Associate 
Priest (NSM), St Paul'S, Wilfonl 
Hill: to be Priest-m-charge (NSM). 
Staunton w Etawborough and 
KDvington. and continue as Di¬ 
ocesan Officer far Non-Stipen¬ 
diary Ministers and Hon Chaplain 
to the British Geological Survey. 
Keyword! (Southwell). 

The Rev Derek Brown, Assistant 
Curate. AH Saints, East Finchley: 
to.be Assistant Curate. St James. 
West Hampstead and St Maty,’ 
Kilbum (London). 

The Rev Anthony Chambers, 
Vicar, St James. Fokesdown: to be 
also Rural Dean of Bournemouth 
(Winchester). 

The Rev Canon Jonathan Charles, 
Chaplain. Kings School. Worces¬ 
ter to be Priest-in-charge? 
Burnham Westgate, Burnham 
Norton. Burnham Overy, Bum- 
ham Thorpe and Burnham Sutton 
w Burnham Ulph (Norwich). 

The Riev Brendan Clover. Priest-in- 
charge, St Pancras, Euston Road: 
to be also Priest-in-charge, Holy 
Cross, Cromer Street. London 
WC1 (London). 

The Rev Neil Cornel), Vicar, St 
Martin. Okl Dean,. Camberiey 
(Guildford): to be die Regional 
Adviser for South East England 
for the Church's Ministry among 
Jewish people. 

Retirement 

The Rev JHJ Evans,-Curate, Lutf- 
low Team Ministry, and Diocesan 
Ecumenical Officer (Hereford): to 
retire December 31. 
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BIRTHS 


ASSawOMS - On December 
1401 1996 at The Portland 
HbswtaL to Jan and Ian. a 
eon. Samuel Harry, a bromar 
for Jenny and Katherine, 
always remembering DMleL 


BARNARD - On December 
16th at The Portland 
HaafflaL to Jo and Terry, a 
beautiful daughter. Alex 
Joyce. 

COOL - On December 16 th at 
The Portland Hospital, to 

Pauline and Brian, a 

b eau t if ul daughter. Ottvta, a 
sister for G8ea and Oriauia. 

GOODRIDBE - On 16 Ui 
D ecember 1996 al SI HeUer 
HomltaL Button, to Elizabeth 
tote MountfcatO and PML a 
daughter. Victoria Alice 
Margaret Jane, a sister for 
Catherine. 

GREENWOOD - On 12th 
December 1996, at 6.03 am 
at Wordsiey Hospital, to 
Sophia Cote OUrtseolD and 
Scott, a sul Brody Byron, a 
brother for Phoebe. wdghJng 
9ibs an. 

KINGDOM - On December 
19m. to map and com tote 
Hodge). a daughter. 
Char lotto. All three doing 
wriL 

LAYDEN -On December 16th 
at. The Portland Hospital, to 
Kevin and Karen, a beauttfol 
daughter. Brittany Anne. 

MAYFIELD - On Dacember 
16th 1996. to EUzabetb tote 
Patou) and Charlie, a 
daughter. Rosa. 

PAftKES - On December 19 m 
1995. to Satan tote Lloyd) 
and Neal, a daughter, teobei 
Kate. 

PATTERSON - On December 
18th in London, to Eleanor 
(Warn and Larry Patterson, 
a eon. Mkhari. a brother for 
Katharine. 


BIRTHS 


PEAKE - On 20th December at 
Princes! Margaret HowttaL 
to Tanya and Anthony, a 
daughter. Francesca Mary 
Lowaley. a tester to Patrick. 


®THONO - On December 11th 
199®. to 8am and Tony, a 
son. Nicholas EUo(. a brother 
for Tom and Hurry. 


THEOphilov ■ On December 
16 th at The Portland 
Hospital, to Marla (nte 

Saphoteooaa) •»> Ptnnip. a 

beaututu boy, Andrew. a 
brother for Stevros. 


WMWOl - On December 
>Olh at The Portland 
Hospital, to sally (nfe 
Gnmadale) and Ken. a son. 
“ward um. a mother for 
wnttam. 


DEATHS 


ALLBS - Cbalei Ernest, on 
19th December peaca fti ny a 
home in Narthwood. Mach 
laved tor Pam. David and 
Patrick. Cremation at 
Breakapear Crematorium. 
Rukttp. on Thursday 28ttt 
Decomber at ll.SO am. 
Family Oowera only ptoase. 
or small donations to the 

Mknaet Sobtel Centre c/o E. 
Spark LUL. 104 Pinner Road. 
Norttrwood. Middlesex. 


BLOBS Caroline 

(Luahlngton) peacefully at 
home on 19th December 
aged 63. efhsr a tong and 
courageous fight against 
cancer. Loving and loved 
wlfo of Patrick and mother of 
Diana, victoria and James. 
Service Sbalford Parlih 
Church on 4th January at 
11.16 am. No flower*. 
Donations to Gardener* 
Royal Benevolent Society or 
St Luke’s Cancer Appeal c/o 
Aylinos. 2 a Sooth Road, 
GuOdtord OU2 6NY. 


COLIN - peacefully at hto 
home in Norwich, Bishop 
Gerald Fltzmaurice Colin. 
Htoband of Iris,and father ot 
John. Patrick. Anne, 
Elizabeth and Andrew. 
Funeral Service at 
Christchurch. Eaton. 
Norwich on Saturday 
December 23rd at 12 noon. 
Memorial Psi eh a at Llncohi 
Cathedral on Saturday 
January 6tb at 12 noon. 
Family flowers only but 
donations If defie d to The 
Renal unit (Norfolk and 
Norwich HospOaD c/o Fteter 
TbVtor Funerte Sendees. 8S 
Unthank Road, Norwich. 


DEVEHELL - On December 

18 m. oaivne Montgomery. 

GBE. MCMG. cvo. aped 88. 
Dev died peacefully after 
ettfit years* devoted care, 
arte at the Fhlrmffle HuroltoL 
WamngfWd. later at West 
Oak. Wokingham. Mach 
loved and loving husband or 
Mergy. devoted tether and 
grandfather. Former 
Governor of MaurfHo e. en d 
Secretary General. IPFF. 
Funeral at St Nicholas' 
Church. Romm ham. Hetoey- 
on-Thames. 2.30 pm 
Wednesday 3rd January. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations. If desired, to 


10 Oneenc oa t Place. London 
SW1P 1PH, 


EDWARDS - Kenneth Hemy 
Sutherland on Decemb e r 
20 th at home aged 9i. 
Husband of MoBto. father of 
Elizabeth and Charles. 
Grandfather or Giles, 
Pandora. Ben and India. 
Funeral at Barham 
Crematorium at 12 noon 
Friday am January 1996- 
No Dowers please but 
donations If so desired to The 
PTLSA. or The Solvation 
Army. All enantrles to J. 
Dflnot Smith and Sons. 183 
Gladst o n e (toad. Waimer. 
DsoL KenL (01304) 380914. 


DOOGSON - David Scott. Son 
of the late Captain David 
Soott Dodgson. the lato Mrs 
.Mary Sever end stepson of 
Hie late Blgedtar Arthur p. 
SayerCJB. Died peacefully at 
The Hollies. Castle Cary. 
Somerset on 18th Deoendw 
1996. aged 82 years. 

FKEE8TON - On Deonfter 
60) 1996 at his heme. Davtd 
Gamer m e at e n aged 68. 
dearly loved JUh«r of Julian 

and M* i R "| g hcmi iBiinmi ot 
Jennifer. The funeral, 
attended by family only, has 
token MML A Memorial 
Service wm be hted el 11 
o’dotS at si otto aura, 
Oxford, cm Thursday 26th 
January 1996. If desired. 
m nu ufkm a . toOxfam may be 
sent to Camp Hopson F/D. 
Northbrook Street, 
Newbury. RGI4 1IW. 

HOLDEN - Michael John. 
QBE. MA. died eudtenly an 
Decanter 19th to Norwich 
«g«d 66. Adored bttoand or 
Metferts and proud aasver et 
Geoff. Tony. Richard, 
Katherine. Hilary and 
Simon- Servant to world 
Btewrisa for many years at 
WAFRl Nigeria. MAFF 
Lowestoft end then as Heed 
of Censer ralton LtottDGXTV 
European Commission. 
Funeral at Honham St Fatth 
Crematorhea, Norwich, on 
Friday 298 December at 
ipm fettowad by Memorial 
MMtma at Hotel Nelson. 
Norwich. All friends and 
colleagues very welcome. 
Donations. If desired, to 
RNLL 

HUIUUELL - On December 
19th 2996. peacefully at 
home. Maria HumIL widow- 
of Handy, much loved 
mother of wuiiam and 
Martha and adored 
grandmother. Funeral 
Friday December 29th at 
230 pm AH Saints Church. 
Har*rcn. Family flowers 
cmy.ponanops.ifassttafl.to 
Att Saints Church. 

jemohson - Suddenly bat 
peoeenmy. on TtHMky 19th 
December. Ellen CJenky) 
aged 89 years, of Temple ! 
Sswetv. Penrith. Cumbrls. ' 


KILPATRICK - Torn. COL. 
MA (Dsn), pmrtifnlty at 
Ms home In Sheffield on 
Tuesday L9th December 
1995 aged 83 yean. Loved 
and loving husband of 
Margaret, father of John. 
CMIn and David, grandfather 
of sixteen and great¬ 
grandfather of three. 

A UMtaM In StoaL 
Service at Christ Church. 
Dare. Sheffield an Thursday 
28th Decsmbm- at 12 noon, 
followed hy cremation. No 
flowers please. Dsmlilu 10 
GAM Loot Funeral 
Director s . 36 Abbey Lane. 
Sheffield, lei: (0114) 
2746008. 


LLOYD-KIRK - Ada 
Alex an d ra fate Cato on 18m 

ftarnihar iwb^nf rilhi mA tKft 

Avon Gorge Nurtens Home. 
BristaL Much loved mother 
and grandmother. Funeral 
Service sc St Mary's. LteOn 
Woods. Bristol on Friday, 
29th December at 11.30 am. 
Family Down only please 
or donations to The 
Atxbdmer’a Dfoause 8ocWy. 
c/o Thames Davit (Funeral 
On). Southvilie Lodge. 
Soullnllte Rood. BriteoL 


MERR1AM - on December 
17th unexpectedly in 
Norfolk. Michael Kennedy, 
mnrfi loved hueband. tether 
and grandfather. Funeral 
private. Thanksgiving 
Service in Sherboorne 
Abbey ll am Tuesday lent 
January. 


■NIMBI - Sb- George Edward 
Montand 9th Baronet, died 
peacefully on lath 
December, ol Matte VaDeS 
Ktamols Cepe Sooth Africa, 


MULLINS - Ron. Much 
revered Mend and respected 
caddy at ♦MTeitiyi idii Golf 
Club for more than fifty 
years, aged 86. Funeral 
Wednesday January 3rd at 
12.30 pm Si Michael’s 
Church, London Road- 
Camberiey. Flowers and 
e miiih to c/o Ford Mean. 26 
Frlmley High Street- 
Camberley. tel: (01276) 
28663. 


NELSON - Ronald Btyth on 
19th December, aged 92 
peacefully in Nanyukl 
Hospital Kenya. 


NIEMYSKI - Michael 
tragically on IBth Dawdler 
1996. wm be msllr missed 
hy hta b elo ved wtte Sue and 
mother. Funeral to take place 
on Thmaday 26th December 
at 1 pm at Wineb/leId 
Church, followed by 
committal In Churchyard. 
Family flowers only. 
Donattaoa to RSPCA c/o E. 
Finch & Sons. 123 High 
Street. AldersboL Hants. 
GUlt ITT. tel: (01262) 
22281. 


POCOCK - On Dece mb er 19th 
1996 peacefully at Hays 
House Nursing Home, near 
Shaftesbury. Nancy aged 87 
yeses. Widow of Brtgadkr 
Joba Crahame Pocoek. 
modi loved mother of John. 
Margaret and Robert and 
loving gran d mot h er of tva. 
Clare. Voyss, Emma end 
Camilla. Funeral at St 
Andrew’s Church. Curry 
Rival. on Thursday 
December 28th at 2JS0 pm. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations if desired to 8t 
Andrews Church. 


ROBERTS - Suddenly on 
December 18th l996Gbartea 
Ware formerly of Treenhrar. 
Newport Co. Mayo. Devoted 

husband of the late Fehctty 
Ettrateth Roberts, end modi 
loved father of Timothy. 
Gay. s«nia- and Patrick, 
lovtng pandfattier eta great¬ 
grandfather. Funeral on 
Friday Decanter 29th at AD 
Stems Church, Tliutalooe. 
Devon at 2 pm. Family 
flowers only, d onst lo m In 
Uni for Church of IrettM 
Housing Fuad (This fund 
hetta widows of toe C- of I 
derpy) c/o J A G Penu tt. 1 6 
□un combe Street. 

Klngsbrldge. Devon TQ7 
1UL 


SASSOON - Ralph, on 20ttt 
December 1996, after n tewrt 
Ulness. peactfuBy to homftoL 
Much loved tetter of Sybil. 
Serena and Edwin a. 
grandfather or David. 
Radial. Peter sold Anna, and 

great-grandfather of Emily 

and Drew. Funeral private. 
Family flowers only but 
donations If des ire d to Ktng 
Edward VII Hospital for 
Officers, 6 Buckingham 

Place. London 8W1E 6HR. 


TRETTIOWAM - Professor Sir 
William Henry C.B.E. of 
Edgbaaton (B'ham). died 
peacefully at his hosne oa 
Friday December 160i 1996. 
Private cremation to be held 
on Friday Dece mb er 22nd 
1996. 


WAMBH ■ On I9tn Decwnber 
at his home in Romsay. 
Doctor tttchard MonarlefT 
Warren, A much loved 
husband, father. atqrtMlter 
and grandfatiier. Funeral 
Service at Romsay Abbey on 
Wednesday 27th December 
at 2 pm followed tor private 
Mafiomn 


WITCHES - Adatom Bend, 
peacefully In hovlta! on 
December 18th 1996. Hearty 
loved wife of the late 
Campbell Richard Wtetter. 
Funeral Service wilt be hted 


on Thursday 

at 2 pm. Flowers or 
rtenattom if deatred for The 
Royal British Legion. 
Baroembe Branch, may be 
sem to Q. thrust. 1 Mongos 


400630. 


. tst(01Z73) 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


BOYNE - Gustmme Mktart 
George. lOdiViscountBoyiie 
KCVO., JP. A Memorial 
Service will be held In 
Shropshire at 8t Laurence's 
Church. Ludlow, on 


Thursday Uf Fteraay 1996 
al 2 pm. * 


IN MEMORXAM - 
PRIVATE 


If wished donaaons 10 
Tenovus Sotentslde. 
Southampton General 
HoapUal. 8016 «5YD. 


WOMWORCE-Marion (nfe 

Otfhde Fonea) agsd 95. died 

peacefu lly on 17 th 
December. Fiaieral Service 
U Onhouc Clnsrih, Beeches 
Green. Stroud. 10.30 am 
Thurs day 28th nerrmbii- 
FhtoOy flowers only but if 
wished, donations to 
crossroads (Stroud and 
"“rtrt) care Attendance 
“atoms. Stuart House. Butt 
street. Mlnchlnhempton. 

Ow, 


WHITINQ - Arthur Noel. 
1921 - 1994 . Remembered 
W8h tan and pride, today. 

^ fltori. MarpoL 
Barhna end SSL Kbsk and 
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ERIC CLAPTON. 
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Obituaries 


Viscoant Watkinson. PC, CH. 
businessman and former 

Conservative Cabinet M iniste r, 
died on December 19 aged 85. 

He was born on January 25. 

1910. 

harold watkinson was one of 

the forgotten figures of modem 
British politics. In fact, if at Westmin¬ 
ster he is remembered at all. it is 
probably for being one of the seven 
sacrificial Cabinet victims of Harold 
Macmillan’s Night of the Long 
Knives-of July 13. 1962. it was an 
experience that bit into Warkinson's 
soul. In his memoirs. Turning Points 
(1986), he recalled with ill-disguised 
bitterness the embarrassment that 
his peremptory dismissal caused 
him, not least in personal terms. 

It so happened that on the after¬ 
noon following his “unpleasant and 
emotional interview" at Admiralty 
House (No 10 was at the time under 
repair) he was due to attend a Royal 
Carden Party with his wife and elder 
daughter, the latter of whom he had 
arranged in advance to present to the 
Queen. “I had to do it." he writes 
ruefully, "in the knowledge that I was 
no longer a Minister of the Crown" — 
adding, with a touch of bathos. "If the 
Queen knew, she very kindly did not 
let it become obvious". 

Worse was to follow. The next 
evening Watkinson was scheduled to 
preside at a performance of the Royal 
Tournament at Earl’s Court. As he 
had, while still in office, invited the 
American Ambassador David Bruce 
to be his guest, he was allowed to 
occupy the Royal Box — but not. as he 
put it, "to take the constant salutes 
that are part of the display". Nearly a 
quarter of a century later he still 
commented wryly that "some officer 
was provided to fill that role". 
Between them, those two anecdotes 
perhaps demonstrate just how far as 
a politician Watkinson belonged to 
the ancien regime. 

Paradoxically, however, in his own 
time he was regarded as a thorough¬ 
ly modem figure. A businessman of a 
progressive cast of mind, he had been 
chairman of the Tory constituency 
association in Dorking before being 
elected to Parliament as MP for 
Woking in the vintage Conservative 
year of 1950. Within 18 months 
Winston Churchill had personally 
appointed him to his Government — 
as Parliamentary Under-Secretary to 
the Ministry of Labour, where his 
experience of the publishing and 


VISCOUNT WATKINSON 



machine tool industries was thought 
likely to come in useful. (His only 
reservation about taking office arose 
from the salary — which at that time 
for an under-secretaiy was a mere 
£1.500 a year: but on this issue he 
soon found himself overborne by 
Churchill.) 

It was probably just as well that he 
gave way. for his rise in politics over 
the next decade was swift and 
assured. Selected by Macmillan to 
join the Cabinet as Minister of 
Transport and Civil Aviation in 
January 1957. he was in October 1959 
substantially promoted to be Minis¬ 
ter of Defence, succeeding Duncan 
Sandys in that office. By 1962. though 
always a somewhat wooden perform¬ 
er in the House of Commons, he 
certainly qualified as one of die 
Government’s heavyweights — 
which, no doubt, made the shock of 
the sudden amputation of his minis¬ 
terial career all the more hurtful. 

Harold Arthur Watkinson came of 
no great aristocratic background. 
The son of Methodist parents in 


Walton-on-Thames. he was sent to 
Queen's College. Taunton, and from 
there went on to king's College 
London, which he left withour taking 
a degree in order to enter the family 
Iwsiness of light engineering. He 
spent the war years in the RNVR, 
rising to the rank of lieutenanr- 
commander and becoming an expert 
in anti-aircraft gunnery. Inspired 
with an interest in politics by the 
Liberal MP-son of the family’s local 
Methodist minister, he resolved, on 
returning from the war. to carve out a 
career in the Conservative Party. It 
was his good fortune that at the time, 
following the great electoral carnage 
of 1945, Tory politics — even in 
Surrey — were virtually a tabula 
rasa. 

In his relatively brief career in the 
House of Commons — it was all over 
within 15years when he was still only 
52 — Watkinson always favoured a 
businessman's approach. He de¬ 
plored the proneness of governments 
to adopt short-term expedients and 
consistently sought to strengthen the 


managerial process within White¬ 
hall. He could appear brusque or 
even peppery — certainly his dogged 
debating style was seldom redeemed 
by any elegance or finesse. But he 
took his place on the centre-left of the 
party and it was characteristic that 
his main difference with Macmillan 
should have arisen from therr con¬ 
trasting strategic views. 

Watkinson was clear by I960 that 
Britain's defence budget — then 
running at 7 per cent of GDP—could 
not be made to extend to the 
worldwide deployment of British 
Forces, to say nothing of making a 
meaningful contribution to the West¬ 
ern nuclear deterrent (he had taken 
office just six months before the 
Cabinet decision to end the develop¬ 
ment of Britain's own “independent" 
Blue Streak). 

Macmillan, however, largely for 
political reasons, took a different 
view f . He was determined to maintain 
the British East of Sue 2 role, if only to 
please the Americans; and, from 
motives of prestige, was not prepared 


to Forgo 3 national deterrent (howev¬ 
er ersatz, as with Polaris, it might be). 
There seems very little room for 
doubt that this conflict had some¬ 
thing to do with Macmillan’s deri¬ 
sion to replace Watkinson with the 
more noisy and flamboyant Peter 
Thomeycroft in July 1962. Having 
imtatedly rejected the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s offer of a bar&netcy on his 
"resignation". Watkinson consented 
to be created a Companion of 
Honour as' a consolation prize for 
losing office. 

The sudden termination of his 
ministerial career left him. however, 
in an awkward predicament. Even 
after he was rewarded with a 
viscountcy (by Sir Alec Douglas- 
Home) on leaving the Commons in 
1964, he was far too young and active 
to play Ihe part of an elder statesman 
in the House of Lords. It says much, 
therefore, for his qualities of adapt¬ 
ability and resilience that he should 
so soon again have come to the fore 
under the umbrella of such organ¬ 
isations as the Confederation of 
British Industry and the British 
Institute of Management. 

He threw himself into Britain’s 
struggle for industrial survival, ham¬ 
pered though he saw himself by the 
defects of both the political and 
industrial systems which he so well 
understood. He served for six years 
as a member of the British Exports 
Council and chaired from 1964 to 
1967 the Committee for Exports to the 
United States {during which period 
British exports to America rose by 
more than 55 per cent). 

His principal work, though, was 
done first as group managing direc¬ 
tor. 1963-68, and then as chairman, 
1969 - 74 , of Cadbury Schweppes. Both 
these two posts in one of the country* 
largest and most successful com¬ 
panies gave him considerable weight 
in the counsels of British business — 
a position of influence that was 
reinforced by the publication of his 
Blueprint for Industrial Survival in 
1976, the same year, appropriately, 
that he was president of the CBI. IU- 
health forced him to leave the office 
four months early, though he re¬ 
mained as a main board member of 
the Midland Bank until I9S3. He 
continued as an inveterate letter- 
writer to the newspapers, particular¬ 
ly to The Times, well into his eighties. 

Watkinson is survived by his wife 
Vera, whom he married in 1939, and 
by two daughters. There is no heir to 
the viscountcy. 


RICHARD SHAW 


Richard Shaw, chairman 

and chief executive of 
Lowndes Lambert, the 
insurance broking group, 
died from a heart attack 
on November 23 aged 59. 
He was born on June 7, 
1936. 

RICHARD SHAW helped to 
mastermind the 1988 manage¬ 
ment buyout of Lowndes Lam¬ 
bert from the Hill Samuel 
merchant bank, followed by- 
its flotation on the stock mar¬ 
ket four years ago. Head¬ 
hunted in 1979 to “sort out the 
mess" at Lowndes Lambert for 
Hill Samuel, he saw it become 
the 15th largest firm of its kind 
throughout the world, before 
his collapse in a West End 
restaurant last month. 

Yet this most colourful of 
Britain’s insurance brokers, 
who enjoyed a multi-million¬ 
aire’s lifestyle, was equally 
well known in other roles. 
Some remember the Old 
Etonian who at one time drove 
a sales van delivering Mars 
bars to local sweetshops, while 
to others he was the young 
crooner who forty years ago 
cried to make his name in the 
pop charts. Starting out with a 
promising voice and an admi¬ 


ration for Trank Sinatra, he 
got as fair as making a moder¬ 
ately successful record — but 
not far enough to realise his 
dream of lasting stardom. A 
number of old friends still 
called him "Rocky", his stage 
sobriquet, although he and his 
wife discouraged the habit. 

He was best known to the 
public, however, as the owner 
of Hello Dandy, winner of the 
1984 Grand National. Its vic¬ 
tory in one of the race’s more 
thrilling finishes was, he said, 
“the greatest moment of his 
life". 

The son of a London solici¬ 
tor, Richard John Gildrqy 
Shaw was bom in Southamp¬ 
ton, but brought up with ms 
two sisters at Englefield 
Green, Surrey. He went-to the 
Dragon School, Oxford, 
where he was supremely 
happy, thence to Eton which 
he regarded with less affec¬ 
tion. There he fagged for Colin 
Ingleby-Mackenzie, later to 
distinguish himself on the 
cricket field, who was to 
remain a close friend. 

On leaving Eton in 1954. 
Richard Shaw did his Nat¬ 
ional Service in the Royal 
Navy. He spent much of his 
time as a sub-lieutenant serv¬ 


ing in a minesweeper off 
Cyprus during the troubles 
‘and briefly toyed with the 
notion of a permanent com¬ 
mission. He rejected the idea, 
however, and emerged at the 
end of his two years in search 
of a job. 

He drifted for the next three 
years. The position at Mars, 
which he got through a friend 
of his father’s, entailed driving 
a bright yellow van with a 
picture of a tube of Spangles 
on the hull. It failed to fill him 
with enthusiasm. This was 
followed by his brief appear¬ 
ance on the pop scene. 

In 1957 he joined the insur¬ 
ance brokers. J. H. Minet and 
stayed with them for nine 
years. After a year travelling 
the world, he moved to 
another company. H.J. Sy¬ 
mons. for three years, then 
switched to the large broking 
group, C. E. Heath, as deputy 
chairman. After something of 
a stuttering start, Richard 
Shaw had finally arrived. 

In 1979 Hill Samuel lured 
him away from the Heath 
board to join their own — and 
to take over as chief executive 
at Lowndes Lambert. He was 
made chairman of the group 
three years ago. 



Shaw was a big man, both 
literally and figuratively, to 
whom the phrase “larger than 
life” was frequently applied. 
He enjoyed his money (which 
was largely self-made) and 
there was enough of it to enjoy. 
His shares in Lowndes Lam- 
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berx at the time when it went 
public in 1991 were valued at 
well over £4 million. 

Shaw had a 130ft yacht, 
Moonmaiden II, for which he 
needed a ten-man crew, keep 
ing it in tlie Mediterranean in 
summer and the Caribbean 
during the winter. He be¬ 
longed to the Clermont Club 
(Lord Lucan et al) where he 
liked to play both roulette and 
backgammon. He was reck¬ 
oned to be an accomplished 
backgammon player. Reluc¬ 
tant to brush aside a challenge 
from whatever quarter, he 
preferred to have money at 
stake when playing golf, 
because he said it gave an edge 
to his game. But his game was 
not bad anyway. 

However, steeplechasing re¬ 
mained perhaps his primary 
interest. He owned or part- 
owned other horses apart 
from Hello Dandy and two of 


them were racing only this 
month at Lingfleld and Chel¬ 
tenham. He also loved watch¬ 
ing cricket and rugby, as well 
as collecting lSih-century 
paintings and antiques. A 
portrait of Henry VIII, a gift 
from his father, hung on his 
office wall — as it had done 
beside him at Eton. 

His chief regret was that his 
father did not five long enough 
to see him make something of 
l\is life. He regarded his 
father’s death and his own 
marriage as marking the turn¬ 
ing point in his career, 
prompting him to take a more 
responsible view of life. 

His philosophy was that 
work should be fun and he 
wanted no subordinate of his 
to dread entering the office 
each day. Despite his own 
laid-back style, he had a 
reputation for working hard 
as well as playing hard. He 
travelled throughout the 
world in search of business, 
often accompanied by his wife, 
and died while negotiating a 
business deal. Politically, he 
was an admirer of Margaret 
Thatcher whose policies had 
facilitated the development of 
Lowndes Lambert. 

He enjoyed good food and 
wine, used to smoke 15 ciga¬ 
rettes a day, and was warned 
from time to time to lose 
weighL He bought an exercise 
bicycle to help but confessed to 
completing two miles an it in 
five years. 

In 1981 he underwent a 
quadruple heart bypass, but 
made a remarkably fast recov¬ 
ery. Last year, however, he 
was warned that he now 
needed another operation. He 
was due to enter hospital next 
February and had planned to 
recuperate with his wife 
Yvonne on board their yacht. 

His wife survives him to¬ 
gether with their son. 


VITAL! SAVITSKY 


Vitali Savitsky, biologist 
and politician, died in a 
car accident in St 
Petersburg on December 
9 aged 40. He was born in 
Leningrad on July 18, 
1955. 

A PROPONENT of democrat¬ 
ic principles and traditional 
religious values, Vitali Sav¬ 
itsky was the leader of Rus¬ 
sia’s Christian Democratic 
Union and held one of the 
eight St Petersburg Duma 
seats that are open for directly- 
elected candidates. Although 
concerned with the preserva¬ 
tion of his nation's spiritual 
heritage, his approach to reli¬ 
gion was broadly ecumenical. 
However, he played an influ¬ 
ential role in the drawing up of 
legislation intended to restrict 
what he saw as the harmful 
fanaticism of extremist sects 
spawned by the collapse of 
communism. 

This earned him a measure 
of hostility, as also did his 
proposals to draft laws limit¬ 
ing the parliamentary immu¬ 
nity of deputies — an unpop¬ 
ular move among those who 
hid shady dealings behind an 
unassailable political status. 

Vitali Savitsky was born to 
parents who had been impris¬ 
oned during the Stalinist era. 
He received his basic educa¬ 
tion in a workers’ evening 
class and went on to study 
biology at Leningrad Univer¬ 
sity where he specialised in 
genetics. Later he was to be 
one of the first scientists 
engaged to measure radioac¬ 
tivity levels al Chernobyl after 
the nuclear disaster. 

Savitsky was a dedicated 
scientist, but his academic 
career was interrupted in 1980 
when he signed a petition on 
behalf of Andrei Sakharov 
and served three years in a 
disciplinary battalion of the 
Red Army. This sharpened his 
political awareness and, 
though he resumed his studies 
afterwards, gaining a doctor¬ 
ate in ecological genetics, he 
risked his career again in 1986 
by exposing to the Western 
press the full extent of the 
Chernobyl tragedy and pub¬ 
licly indicting Soviet energy 
policies, that same year he 
organised an underground 
seminar at Leningrad Univer¬ 



sity to discuss alternatives to 
communism. 

In 1987 Savitsky became one 
of the founders of the Chris¬ 
tian Democratic Union. The 
party' got off to a shaky start, 
feeling" its way tentatively 
around a fragile new democ¬ 
racy, splitting and reforming 
more than once. In particular, 
Savitsky', as a member of a St 
Petersburg imeUigensia prid¬ 
ing itself on a traditional non- 
alignment writh Moscow's 
power brokers, found it diffi¬ 
cult to collaborate with his 
political counterparts in the 
capital. 

However, by the time of the 
December 1993 elections. 
Savitsky had established him¬ 
self as an ambitious but 
shrewd statesman. His charis¬ 
ma extended his influence 
beyond the bounds of the tiny 
and impoverished party he 
headed. As well as chairing 
the Duma committee on social 
and religious organisations, 
he continued to campaign on 
environmental issues and also 
founded a number of charities 
to help the disadvantaged. 

Savitsky died during the 
recent election campaign 
when the car in which he was 
travelling crashed. It was. 
according to the Tass news 
agency, an accident in which 
the hired chauffeur violated 
traffic rules in a manner 
which “cannot be described as 
a coincidence or attributed to a 
driver with 20 years exper¬ 
ience". 

Vitali Savitsky is survived 
by his wife, a son. and a 
daughter who is severely 
handicapped. 


ALAN HUNTER 


Alan Hunter, CBE. 
astronomer, died on 
December II aged 83. He 
was born on September 9, 
1912. 

ALAN HUNTER spent his 
entire career as an astronomer 
at the Royal Observatory. 
Greenwich, (later the Royal 
Greenwich Observatory, 
based at Herstmonceux), of 
which he became director in 
the early 1970s. His sperialtv 
lay in star mapping, and in the 
measurement of double stars 
— two stars rotating around a 
common centre of gravity, 
from which one can gather 
information on the scale of the 
universe. 

But his research work was 
scaled down by the early 
1950s, when he became more 
of an administrator. For a 
scientist, he enjoyed an unusu¬ 
ally open relationship with foe 
media. The BBC invited him 
to talk on the radio during the 
early 1950s. and he also ap¬ 
peared on television, and 
wrote the occasional article for 
the popular press. 

Alan Hunter was bom in 
Poplar in the East End. the 
son of a Pbst Office telephone 
engineer. He was one of six 
boys, two or three of whom 
had distinguished careers in 
science and medicine. He was 
fascinated with the stars as a 
child, but was more interested 
in the scientific aspects of 
astronomy than in star gazin g. 

After a local school in Pop¬ 
lar. he went on to study 
spectroscopy at Imperial Coll¬ 
ege, London, where he got his 
FfrD. In 1937 he joined the staff 
of the Royal Observatory. 
Greenwich and. during the 
war, he worked for the Admi¬ 
ralty on the solution of engi¬ 


neering and hydrodynamic 
problems with destroyers and 
submarines at the Royal Na¬ 
val College at Greenwich. 

In 1946 Hunter returned to 
the Royal Observatory, and 
there he remained for the rest 
of his career. He was a 
member of several expeditions 
to observe eclipses of the sun. 
On one occasion, in the late 
1940s, he survived an air crash 
in West Africa on his way to 
Brazil, a crash in which sev¬ 
eral of his colleagues died. 

Gradually he moved on to 
the administrative track and 
one of his first challenges was 
the removal, in 1954-56, of the 
Royal Observatory from 
Greenwich to Herstmonceux 
in East Sussex. The foggy 
London skies had never been 
particularly suitable for star¬ 
gazing: but Greenwich suf¬ 
fered, too. from continual 
streetlighting. Herstmonceux 
was chosen as the right site 
because of its high levels of 
sunshine, which boded well 
for clear night skies. 

After several promotions. 
Hunter became the director of 
the Royal Greenwich Obser¬ 
vatory in 1973. In later years 
he often travelled to America, 
Australia and the mountain 
tops of various Atlantic is¬ 
lands, in order to use the new 
large telescopes — for in¬ 
stance, the enormous 200in 
diameter telescope at Mount 
Palomar, in California (at 
Greenwich, the largest one 
had been the Yapp ReQector, 
at 36in, and at Herstmonceux, 
the 96in Isaac Newton). 

He was appointed CBE in 
1975, the year of his retire¬ 
ment, and moved with his wife 
Joan to a cottage north of 
Norwich. She died in 1985, and 
he is survived by four sons. 


ROYAL PRESENTS 

COSTLY EXCHANGES AT THE COURTS 
OF OUR ANCESTORS 

“1 am making the King a purse and tor all 
the world else I am unprovided. This time will 
manifest my poverty more than all the rest erf 
die year." So Lady Arbella Stuart, cousin of 
James 1, lamented in December, 1603. As 
James and his Queen had come to the throne 
only nine months earlier their taste in gifts 
had yet to be probed, but Arbella bad heard 
with relief that the Queen valued style rather 
than cost. If London did not afford “some daft 
toy 1 like better," she proposed for her Majesty 
two pairs of stockings and two pairs of gloves, 
and expected to spend on presents a quarter of 
her yearly allowance of EUXX). 

New Year was then the present-giving rime. 
James soon let it be known that he liked his 
gifts in hard cash, and -Arbelia’5 purse would 
have contained gold pieces according to a 
tariff based on rank. The kingdom's only 
duke, Lennox, found his proud position cost 
him £40 in new sovereigns, as did the 
Archibishop of Canterbury, whereas earls 
and bishops contributed hair this sum. 
viscounts £15, barons £10. and knights could 
either imitate the barons or make presents in 
kind... 

Details of these presents with Lhe names 


ON THIS DAY 

December 21,1955 


In 1561 Elizabeth was presented with an 
unusual — and cruel — gift of 18 larks 
in. a cage. 

of their givers were entered on a scroik—that 

of New Year 1606 was 10 feet long-the 

amounts added up. checked by die royal 
auditors and signed as correct by the 
monarch. Thus, for all the world to know, is 
set down that in 1606 the Earls of Rutland and 
Sussex gave only half the suru due from those 
of their rank, a lapse James repaid with half 
the usual quantity of plate. As Ring, James 
was not expected io cater tor individual tastes, 
and his gifts were uniformly gilt plate by the 
ounce. But this plate had to be claimed by a 
complicated bureaucratic procedure. 

The fifth Earl of Huntingdon, who. as his 
father died on December 31. 1604, had no 


chance to rehearse the routine of the following 
day, wrote out a memorandum. First, he 
needed to buy a 5s. purse in which io put the 
20 £1 pieces of new gold. At 8 o'clock on the 
morning of January 1 he was to attend in the 
Presence Chamber at Whitehall to give the 
purse to the Lord Chamberlain. Then he must 
be rowed down to ihe Jewel House in the 
Tower, where he obtained a ticket, for which 
he put 6d. in “die box", to enable him to 
receive his own gift. The ticket had to be taken 
to another office, where he received 18s. bd. for 
expenses, and, then, he might return to the 
Jewel House to choose a piece of plate 
weighing 30oz. which was marked for him. 
He could collect ii the same afternoon, when 
he must give 40s. in gold to the gentleman 
who gave it him. and also put 2s. in ‘the box" 
and tip the porter bd.. the price of a working- 
man^ dinner. 

Queen Elizabeth had exacted more 
discrimination in her gifts, and her lists were 
swollen with the precise descriptions of 
elaborately wrought jewelry—-dolphins, 
nightingales of gold picked out in precious 

stones-and the richly embroidered kirtles. 

petticoats, cloaks, veils, scarves, mufflers, 
gloves, pillow-slips, and cushion covers which 
were showered upon her by those eager to 
please... 


-Ji- 
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Why the 
bigger 
the agent 
the better 

t: 


Ihe Consumers’ Associ¬ 
ation has once again 
upset the big travel com¬ 
panies by calling for an inves¬ 
tigation into high street travel 
agents who recommend holi¬ 
days produced by their parent 
tour operators. * 

The major tour operators 
and travel agents have long 
regarded the association as an 
alarmist irritant which treats 
customers like fools who need 
protection from a rapacious 
industry. 

But the smaller tour opera¬ 
tors and some MPs disagree 
and, like the Consumers’Asso¬ 
ciation. want to control the 
trend which has created a 
handful of large dominant 
groups which own their own 
airline, tour operator and trav¬ 
el agencies. 

With the peak booking sea¬ 
son about to begin it is at least 
a well-timed attack — whatev¬ 
er the merits of the argument 
According to the association, 
every branch of Lunn Poly 
mentioned its parent company 
when asked for advice, even 
though, they admit an alter¬ 
native holiday was suggested 
in every case. 

In Going Places shops 10 per 
cent of inquirers were given no 
alternative but to choose from 
an Airtours brochure, owners 
of Going Places. This, says the 
association, is “alarrrring". 

Sue Ockwell. director of the 
Association of Independent 
Tour Operators, says: “It is 
very dear that the public is 
being manipulated. If they 
were told when they went into 
a Lunn POly shop that it is part 
of the Thomson group then we 
would have no complaint. But 
this is not happening and 
many people do nor realise 
that they are being given 
advice which reflects the own- 



The 
Travel 
Business 
—♦- 


HARVEY 

ELLIOTT 


ership of the travel agency and 
the tour operator rather than 
what may be best for them.” 

But that is all nonsense, 
according to Thomson, which 
owns Britannia Airways and 
Lunn Poly, and has almost 30 
per cent of the package holiday 
market. 

Marketing director Richard 
Bowden-Doyle said that their 
holidays were sold through 
6.692 travel agencies, only 783 
of which are run by Lunn Poly. 
And 40 per cent of all Thom¬ 
son holidays are sold through 
small high street agencies. 

He says: “AJTO has lost 
sight of the fact that the Office 
of Fair Trading is there for the 
benefit of the consumer and 
not just to protect the small 
travel agent You certainly 
can't build a successful busi¬ 
ness by ripping people off. We 
must be the only industry 
where the strong are legally 
obliged to protect the weak, 
and we would reject any 
suggestion that we are mis¬ 
leading our customers.” 


B ig tour operators are all 
slowly losing market 
share and seeing their 
profits eroded as prices are 
driven down, which proves 
that competition is both fierce 
and effective, according to 
Thomson and the other giants. 

The OFT is already having 
another look at the industry 
and has promised to decide in 
January whether it should be 
referred to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission. 

It is difficult to see what die 
MMC could realistically rec¬ 
ommend beyond its earlier 
demand for shops to dispjay 
signs indicating to which 
group they belong. Big com¬ 
panies get that way by being 
good at what they do. Would it 
really help the holidaymaker 
to make them smaller? 
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Tenerife’s sun-soaked attractions make it the most popular destination for the half-a-miflion Britons spending the Christmas holiday abroad 


500,000 seek Christmas sun 


MORE than half a million 
British holidaymakers will fly 
away tomorrow to spend 
Christmas under foreign 
skies. More Britons are 
turning their backs on the 
traditional festivities at home 
and taking advantage of the 
extended break afforded by 
Christmas Day falling on 
Monday to have ten days 
away. 

Keith Betton, of the Associ¬ 
ation of British Travel Agents, 
says: “Everyone seems deter¬ 
mined to stretch their holiday 
allowance to the limit By 
going away on December 22 
people have realised that if 
they are not back in then- 
factories and offices until Jan¬ 
uary 2 they will still have used 
up only three of their holiday 
days. 

“We are a nation of holiday¬ 
makers and with a growing 
number of people who, for 
various reasons do not have 
children or immediate family 
with whom to spend Christ¬ 
mas, there is now an ever 
increasing demand for foreign 
holidays in the last week of 
December.” 

Travel agents throughout 
the country say that there is 
hardly an unsold Christmas 


By Harvey Elliott 


holiday package still to be 
had, and airlines, ferries, 
coaches and trains are all fully 
booked until well into the new 
year. Overall, about 4 per cent 
more holidays and flights 
have been booked than last 
Christmas and ferries are 
reporting a massive increase 
in the number of passengers 
making their own arrange¬ 
ments on the Continent 

P&O European Ferries took 
29.800 passengers from Dover 
to Calais during December 
last year, but this year it had 
already sold 3&300 tickets 
with a week to go before 
sailing. “The fundamental 
change this year is that the 
vast majority are now going 
by coach,” says a P&O spokes¬ 
woman. “We are not entirely 
sure why this should be so. but 
it is a very noticeable trend.” 

Brittany Ferries has sold out 
completely for a round trip to 
Santander in Northern Spain 
on board the ferry Val de 
Loire. Passengers, who pay 
between £79 and £169, leave 
Portsmouth at noon on Christ¬ 
mas Eve, have a full Christ¬ 
mas dinner on board and 
arrive at Santander on Christ- 
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mas evening. They spend the 
night on board and return, 
with more festivities on the 
voyage through the Bay of 
Biscay, on Boxing Day. 

Those who have booked will 
be anxiously watching the 
weather forecast for the next 
few days. 

Britain's biggest travel 
agent. Lunn Poly, says that 
Tenerife is the biggest selling 
package holiday destination 
this season, followed by the 
Costa del Sol. Florida, the 
Costa Blanca, Lanzarote, 
Gran Canaria, Majorca, Italy, 
France and Cyprus. 


Thomson says that its 
holiday-makers are venturing 
further and further afield with 
many beading for Sri Lanka 
and die Caribbean. “All our 
long-haul charter flights are 
chock-a-block," says a spokes¬ 
woman. “Although the Canar¬ 
ies remain the most popular, 
many other more distant desti¬ 
nations have sold extremely 
well this year." 

Thomson’s big rival. Going 
Places, says that although the 
Christmas sunshine market is 
well up skiing holiday sales 
are down by at least 5 per 
cent, possibly because of a lack 
of early snow on the Alpine 
pistes. “Florida is proving 
particularly popular because 
some very good deals were 
made available,” says a 
spokesperson for Going 
Races. 

BA Holidays puts Florida ai 
the top of its best-selling list 
for Christmas followed by 
Barbados, Thailand, St Luda, 
Kenya, Egypt, Mauritius and 
Australia. British Airways 
says that a record 126,000 
passengers will fly cm its 
services over Christmas. 

Thirteen extra Boeing 757 


jets, in addition to the seven 
daily nights between London 
and Belfast Al degrove airport, 
have been laid on to meet tire 
demand to Northern Ireland. 

BA says that South Africa 
has proved the surprise run¬ 
away success of the season. 
Five additional Boeing 747 
jumbo jets are being used on 
the routes to Johannesburg 
and Capetown to meet 
demand. 

Although there are no do¬ 
mestic flights on Christinas 
Day, 24 long-haul services will 
leave Heathrow and Gatwick, 
and staff have been told to 
ensure there is a festive atmo¬ 
sphere on board during the 
flight. 

Heathrow is likely to be the 
busiest airport throughout the 
week and on Christmas Day 
itself — although the quietest 
day of the year for the airport 
— an estimated 45.000 passen¬ 
gers will still pass through the 
terminals. 

Gatwick expects to handle 
700.000 passengers oyer 
Christmas with the busiest 
days on Friday, December 22 
and Tuesday, January 2. More 
than 65,000 passengers are 
expected cm each of ihe two 
days. 


Snowboards 
sales double 


By Steve Keenan 


SNOWBOARD sales have 
doubled over the last year, 
with a subsequent rise in the 
number of overseas holiday 
bookings. Retailers say the 
sharp rise in snowboard pop¬ 
ularity has seen 8500 boards 
sold in the UK this season, 
compared to 15,000 sets of 
skis. But the craze does not 
come cheap. Prices start at 
E300, rising to £550 for a 
board and bindings. 

‘Sales of snowboards have 
doubled this year but ski sales 
have declined." says Simon 
Richardson, product manag¬ 
er of Second Level Sport. 

The company is the sole UK 
distributor for Burton, the 
American snowboard manu¬ 
facturers. the market leaders. 

"Our age profile of buyers is 
16 to 30, with sales spread 
equally for each age. The 
market has shown increasing 
growth, recently growing fast 
from a sound foundation of 
interest” 

A significantly higher pro¬ 
portion of snowboaiders buy 
their equipment before going 
on holiday , while skiers are 
more likely to hire their 
equipment at the resort, adds 


Mr Richardson. “A two-year- 
old snowboard is outmoded 
because we are in a phase of 
rapid development. Rental 
boards tend to be old, so 
people buy new stuff." 

Sncrwboarders are now esti¬ 
mated to account for 10 per 
cent of the ski market accord¬ 
ing to Crystal Holidays. The 
market leader has published a 
separate snowboard brochure 
for the first time this winter. 

“It is a significant issue in 
the market We are really 
thinking of the future and 
tracking the market careful¬ 
ly.” says marketing director 
Paul Carter. 

While die boards may 
prove expensive. Crystal sales 
of snowboard packages are 
averaging £298 on price as 
opposed to £450 for skiing 
holidays. 

“Snowboaiders are youn¬ 
ger and tend to go for self¬ 
catering. rather than the 
chalets," says Mr Carter. 

“But the big thing is that 
people are being introduced 
to the sport at a young age 
who might not necessarily 
have been into skiing. It is 
growing a flat market" 


By Kevin Pilley 


I COULD have been a con¬ 
tender if only I had been a 
senior citizen and met the 
minimum weight requires 
ment And had gone to the 
right school. But I had to 
watch the World Santa Claus 
Championships from the side¬ 
lines. It could have been 
different if only I had received 
the proper education. 

The first Santa Claus 
Games were held in 
Jakobshavn, Greenland. Sev¬ 
enteen Santas oorapeted in 
traditional seasonal “disci¬ 
plines” such as ho-ho-hoing, 
tree decoration and house¬ 
breaking. The Danish Santa 
won the gold medal and the 
Briton. Fred Wilson, of 
Debenham's Romford grotto, 
came fourth. 

The event was organised by 
Peter Williams, a Briton who 
six months ago made an 
extreme career move by be¬ 
coming managing director of 
the Arctic-based Santa Claus 
of Greenland Foundation. He 
is the man who opens the 
15,000 letters sent to Santa 
every year. He is also the 
headmaster of Europe's first 
Santa School. He hopes to 
turn Greenland into a major 
Santa-exporting nation by of¬ 
fering the chance for suitable 
candidates to study the art of 
Santamanship. He claims his 
is the first college of further 
education which guarantees 
its graduates a job for life. 

“Being Santa is not child’s 


School for 
Santas 
offers 
job for life 



Peter Williams supervises 
a budding Santa Claus 


play. It is not an act It's an 
attitude and state of mind," he 
says. “It is a way of life, not 
just a seasonal part-time job. 
We want students who believe 
in Santa and the ideals and 
values of caring and sharing 
he stands for. He is not a bloke 
who turns up with a big sack, 
dishes out some presants and 
then shoves off. He is a 
powerful force for good." 


The Santa School, which 
has its first three-day term 
next spring and is now recruit¬ 
ing, has on its syllabus 
masterclasses in “Developing 
Your Polar Image" as well as 
workshops in story-telling. 
“Santa tells stories, not lies," 
says Mr Williams. There will 
also be lectures on Santa 
mythology, beard hygiene and 
reindeer lore. Successful grad¬ 
uates will qualify as profes¬ 
sional ambassadors of peace 
and happiness. The Green¬ 
land Santa School diploma is 
recognised by all grottoes 
around the world. 

I sat my entrance exam for 
the Santa School in the Rudolf 
Cafe in Nuuk. I had 30 
minutes to write an essay 
entitled “Why I want to be 
Santa". Before I had finished 
my first sentence: “I love 
Custard Creams and milk 
even if it's got soot in it and I 
enjoy putting my hand down 
stockings”, I knew I would not 
be part of the new intake. Mr 
Williams gave me his “We 
were I oolong for someone 
fatter, older and wiser who 
lives by everlasting principles 
children can learn from” look. 

Christmas is traditionally a 
time of giving and Mr Wil¬ 
liams gave it to me straight: 
"Have you ever thought of 
being an elf?” 


m Santa Claus of Greenland 
Foundation. Santa House, PO 
Bax 401, DK 39000 Nuuk, Green¬ 
land (tel OK) 299 22426/Fax OK) 

299 21220). Tuition costs £50. 

Beards and costumes are free. 


City breaks 

: SHORT breaks over Christ- 
mas'in Paris, Madrid and; 
Vienna, with departures on 
scheduled flights - from 
Heafhrtw .on Quis hnas . 
Eve. are stilt available from 
Travdscene at prices rang¬ 
ing from £184 to £360per 
person for two nights. De-. 
tails: 0181-4274445. "Y 


£339. Details: 0990 M3S&: 


Sea view ; . " 

RURAL Retreats still have a - 
few pr ope rt ies to let over 
Christmas inducting an- 
oast house in Kent and a 
tower in Devon, both for 
two people, and a house for 
15 overlooking the sea near 
Fort Isaac, Cornwall. De¬ 
tails: 01386 701177- . 


French leave'. 

NEWY ear's Ev&aia/Kd^;: 
away hotel. in Harmandy is', 
stiff available as partofa 
twcHiight faealrwSh tep-; 

trawl, leaving Portsmouth 
by feriy for. Le Havne nti 
December 31. The pritt ~ 
induding dirmer, breakfef • ■, 
and ; a cetebratay meat fcV 
£145 per person. Detaate 
CH65362886L- . 


'•-..Sn 


Winter savers 

WINTER sales have started 
at Thomson with sayings on 
short breaks to marry Euro¬ 
pean cities in'the first three. 
months of next year. Its new 
CitySavers programme in¬ 
cludes three nights in Flor¬ 
ence for £195 and Venice for 
£219, both' saving £106. A 
twchday trip to Buis is 
available from £89 and 
three nights in New York 


Festive deals 

POST-Christmas ba v 
are 7 on offer from Cosmos,"' 
induding two weeks in'-.. 
Paphos, Cyprus, departing 
Gatwick hem Wednesday, 
for £229 per person and &V- 
fortnight in the Algarve"; 
from'Gatwick next Thursr' 
day for £169. Details: 0161- 
4805799:-.. 
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Pyramid sale -: 

EGYPT for a week, depart¬ 
ing next Thursday, is stiff 
available from 1 -Crusader 
Travel Seven nights at Lux¬ 
or, EmffioorPharoanho 1 
tels will cost £329pear 
person- Details: 0181-744' 
04741 




Down under 


NEW YEAR trips to Aus¬ 
tralasia will cost less with 
Travel Warehouse, which is 
charging £639 for Japan 
Airlines flights to Sydney, 
Brisbane and Calms via 
Tokyo, where a stopover is 
allowed. Flights to Auck¬ 
land and Christchurch cost 
£696 between January 15 
and March 15. Details: 017J- 
4148806. - 


Heathrow to ;Gathenburg» ■ 
Sweden, departing- 2 at 
7.40am. and is offering- 


£100 saving on the £474fare 
if they return thesame day. 
Details: 0171-7344Q20. ? 


Kenyan caper 

FLIGHTS to Nairobi. Ke- 


BA fares cut 

BRITISH AIRWAYS’S cur¬ 
rent range of world offers, 
which must be booked by 
January 3 for flights before 
March, indude Athens for 
£140, Lisbon £114, Oporto 
£114 and Valencia for £139. 
Details: 0181-897 4000. 


Worldwide for £305 
Heathrow and Manchester? 
between January 11 and the 
end of March. Details: 0181- 
5473322. 


Early sayings 

SAS has brought bade its 
Early Bird flight -from 


Fly-drive deal 

AIRLINE passengers rent¬ 
ing from Alamo at major 
airports in Ihe UK, Ireland, 
Germany; Greece and half- 
a-dozen other European 
countries can now get a 
bargain rate if they pay in 
the UK. Inclusive charges , 
start at £58 for two days. 
Details: 0800 272300. 
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Simpson’s for £8 

THE THREE central 
London restaurants owned 
by the Savoy Group, Simp¬ 
son’S, Brasserie St Quentin 
and Grill St Quentin, are 
offering a two-course lunch 
or dinner (until 8pm) for- 
just £8 each for up to dght 
people. The menus are 
available from January 2 
and the offer lasts till the 
end of that month- Details: 
Simpson's (0171-240 6888), 
Brasserie (0171-589 8005) 
and Grill (0171-5818377). 


Caledonian fllng- 

EDINBURGH’S ‘filter 
Caledonian Hotd-has two 
traditional Hogmanay-ax^ 
commodation arid dinn er 
packages available,-, priced 
at £185 Mid £2(Epef person,’ 
which include Scottish 
dancing and a piper at 
mid night The price in¬ 
dudes dinner, acaxnmoda- 
tion and breakfast Details: 
0131:459 9988.. 


Suite price 

THE Inter-Continsntal Ho¬ 
tel on London’s Park Lane 
has opened a new pent¬ 
house suite called The Pal¬ 
ace covering 140 square 
metres and costing £1,800 a 
night The hotel says that it. 
takes 84 magnums of cham¬ 
pagne to fill the bath in the 
suite. Six new junior suites 
at prices ranging from £360 
to £500 a night have also 
been added. Details: 0171- 
409 3131. 


Wward deal 

LESS traditional is the Wiz¬ 
ard of Oz-themed new year 
odeforation at Billesley 
Manor, Warwickshire. 
Prices start at £295 per 
person for two nighty ac¬ 
commodation and a dinner 
located in tile Emerald City. 
Details: 01789279955/ . 


Private view 


431 1989 T 


Nice break 

THE Grand Hotel du Cap 
Ferrat, located . between 
Nice and Monte Carlo, has 
a special short break pack¬ 
age until next April Prices 
start at £235 per person for 
any two nights, induding 
airport transfer, dinner in 
the Michetin starred restau¬ 
rant and complimentary 
green fees at a nearby golf 
course. Reservations: 0600 
898852. 


THE Hotel Breidenbacher, 
Hof in Dfissddorf is offer¬ 
ing tickets and a privately 
guided tour to the Egon 
Schiele Exhibition which 
opens today in the city and 
is tire first time, his collection 
of Austrian art is being. 
shown in its entirety. Rates. 
start at DM275 per. person - 
per night .Reservations ] 
through leading Hotels of 
the World: 0800181123. 
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Irish flavour ; 

THE Copthome Tara Hotel 
in Kensington, London, has 
reopened its Dublin .bar 
with ’■ live Irish music. 
Details: 0171-937 7211. 



a 


A Special Announcement 


ue to variable (HghtloadingsdiiringJanuai^ and 
early February we are able to present a number of 
arrangements at a fraction of the normal tariff for 
those that have tire flexibility of travelling at rather 
short notice. However, weshouldwarnwoiild be trav¬ 
ellers that these offers are very popular and those that 
were offered during November sold within days of 
beingannounced, so early telephone reservations are 
essential. 


THE TAJ MAHAL from ^295 


'iiuibbmwiriymreau ___ 

ft>raweekata3-star hotel with full facilities ona room and 
basis.Optiofulexansionsare available toOldand 
New Ddhi, Jaipur, Sikamira, the deserted city ofFatehpur 
Sikaas well as theTaj Mahal itself. Agraij the ideal place 
tobomexptoreandrehxandtoescapeagrey British wmt£r. 

Special HalfTerm Dept February20,27£315,00 
SmgtesupptemantfM.OO 



LAKE KARIRA from £395 

7ni^ fcon the stores ofl^Karito from £395. Oft At the 
3-star Kariba Breezes HoteL This arrangement includes 
international flights and transfers to Lake Kariba for 7 
nights on a toOtnand breakfast basis. The Kariba Breezes 

Hotel has full fed lities includingswimmingpoof and a lovely 

tfiw ra ^ Hnnkin tf fhp lalfF nnnndvnnrchuunti maurvrtl'A 


Lake Kariba is a lovely spot to relax and explore. 

Dates ofOpe rati on A Prices 
January 2.9,16,23,30X39SJM) and February 6,13 
£415.00. Single supptemem£50 J)0 


All arrangements exclude travel Imuran 
taxesandvisasffnecessaiyfvisasarenot 
Rica or 


COSTA RICA WANDERER from £395 
^ W of 6 



beotoinedforan)njatnateIySUS300pw 

“®“fovsmakir« iUn ideal arrangement 
tor those chatwisn to tafae advantage of our 
organisation yet free to roam. 

Dates of Operation & Prices 
January II, 18,25 X395.00 
and February I SA 15.00 
Single supplemen 1X64.00 


ndtfisasnneossaiyf _ 

r Lake Kariba for EC nationals). 

0171-6161000 

Y>Y 


VOYAGESJULES VERNE. 

21 Dorset Square, 

London NW16GG 
Tr av d P iaiu u t i uiBUd.ABTAV166lATOL'68M 

opm fcrtelephone raerwlioi a wrtfabyi tom to 7pm 
anul Fbnn3aidcaDen.ourQfikehoiifian 

^taSrmHedKbysirtdSMtolpriSatiJnfays. 


Legoland v Alton Towers 


By Sieve Keenan 


LEGOLAND will undercut its 
theme park rival Alton Towers 
when it opens next year. Set in 
the new Windsor park, it 
opens on March 29. and will 
charge £15 for adults and £12 
fin 1 children. The park is also 
offering £1 off for tickets 
booked in advance. 

Alton Towers, Britain’s big¬ 
gest theme park, which doses 
during winter months, will be 
charging adults £17 and child¬ 
ren £13 for next year — with a 
further 50p peak premium. 

Legoland expects 1.4 million 
visitors in its first season, 
which finishes at the end of 
October. Latest figures for 
Britain’s pay-for-parks show 
that in 1994 Alton Towers 
attracted 3.01 million visitors, 
Chessington World of Adven¬ 
tures 1.62 million and Thorpe 
Park 1.23 million. 

But Chris Dobson, Lego- 



From Windsor Great Park to Windsor Legoland park 


land's marketing manager, 
insists Windsor park will not 
be in direct competition wkh 
other theme parks. “We are a 
different market a different 
product,” he says. “We are a 
family theme park without 
whitoknudde rides, but with 
a lot of things for children 
aged two and upwards." 


Legoland will feature seven 
different areas, induding the' 
Dupio Gardens, Wild Woods 
with pirates and -a castie; 
Miniland and Driving School- 
Family members of the Lego 
Gub wiQ be invited to two 
preview days on March l6 and 
17, at £10 a bead for either an 
adult or child. 


French cut 
hotel prices 


THERE is plenty# room in 
French .hbtek tmi Christmas . 
and n tiri year; In the wake of 
the French- railway workers*. 
derision ;to return to work, 
hotels are taking desperate - 
measures to find more guests, 
such as cutting room prices, 
Rachael Jolley writes.. - \ 

Normally, hotels are .almost 
full in Novembo-aiid Debem-" 
ber. but Jotarie "lautjer, -of 
the hotel represfentation com- v 
patty Utefl. does not.’ beKeye - 
that the^^hotd^\trafeca^ 
up for the last. week.\tif tH£_ ’, 
year.- . •T': •'" “ 

. A spokesman for- Eurostirr. t 
said that train sendees, haye .'- : 
begun to get back: to norntyl . -; ' 
this WEck- Eurostar/ hex satcU : a 
had Tost thousands of-passoa^ :f - 
■ during flie : '• 

wasstiffamfusion about>|: , 
trav dlmg^ to^T fahcn-5He ; ("V 

is . arid: Bruits were' mw';: .' 
running.'-. ‘ 

• . \A. V: 
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Queen’s Bench Division 


Law Report December 211995 


Chancery Division 


Council cannot pay interest 


Regina v Kensington and 
Chelsea Royal Borough 
Council, Ex parte Brandt 

Before Mr Justice Dyson 
{Judgment December I5J 
A local authority had no power to 
pay or to provide for the payment 
of interest on housing benefit. 

Mr Justice Dyson so stated in a 
reserved judgment in the Queen's 
Bench Division when dismissing 
an application for judidal review 
by Nicholas Brandt of the refusal 
by the Royal Borough of Kensing¬ 
ton and Chdsea dated November 
10. 1494 of his application for the 
transfer of his housing benefit into 
some farm of interest bearing 
account 

Mr Brandi was in dispute with 
his landlord. Feeding the outcome 
of legal proceedings in which the 
landlord claimed possession and 
mesne profits with interest, the 
local authority lawfully withheld 
paying Mr Brandt's housing bene¬ 
fit to his landlord. Mr Brandt 
requested the authority to place the 
moneys in an interest bearing 
account to assist should the court 
subsequently award interest on the 
uum claimed by his landlord. 

* Mr Jan Luba for Mr Brandt; Mr 
James Findlay for die local 
authority. 

M R JUSTICE DYSON said that 
there was no authority on the 
point. Ir was one of considerable 
importance to local authorities 
responsible for the administration 
of housing benefit schemes. 

At the heart of the application 
was section 111(1) of die Local 
Government Act 1972. It was 
common ground that the functions 
of a local authority were those 
identified in Hazel! v Hammer* 
smith and Fulham London Bor¬ 
ough Council QIW2| 2 AC l. 29F). 

Was payment of interest prohib¬ 
ited by the legislation governing 
the administration of housing 
benefit schemes? 

If if was prohibited, then section 
111(1) could not avail Mr BrandL 
There was no express provision. In 
his Lordship* view, however, 
there was an implied prohibition. 

Section 5(1) of the Social Security 
Administration Ad ]Q92 and the 
regulations made thereunder 


showed that Parliament intended 
to define the powers of the au¬ 
thority In relation to the admin¬ 
istration of schemes with 
considerable precision. It was 
significant that nowhere in those 
detailed provisions was there any 
reference to interest. 

His Lordship accepted that die 
legislature could not have intended 
to specify every aspect of the way in 
which housing benefit was admin¬ 
istered. Thus, quiie apart from 
section IIUI) of the 1972 Aa. the 
authority impliedly had the power 
to maintain and operate banking 
arrangements for payment out of 
benefit, and do other admin¬ 
istrative acts of the kind mentioned 
by Mr Luba: see Anomev-General 
v Smethwick Corporation (1193211 
Ch 563). 

The fcua that the statutory pro¬ 
visions governing the administra¬ 
tion of housing benefit schemes 
were very detailed was not of itself 
sufficient to exclude the implied 
power to do everything that could 
fairly be regarded as incidental in 
or consequential upon the powers 
expressly amferred by statute. 

Bur it seemed to his Lurdship 
that the payment of sums of money 
to or on behalf of claimants stood 
on an altogether different footing 
from the performance of admin¬ 
istrative acts of the kind instanced 
by Mr Luba. 

The regulations dealt specifi¬ 
cally and in detail with payments 
to claimants. It was quite dear that 
ii was only payment of benefit that 
could be made. 

Administrative acts such as 
those mentioned by Mr Luba 
would undoubtedly have been 
regarded at common law as in¬ 
cidental to the powers and duties 
conferred by the benefit 
legislation. 

In his Lordship's judgment, 
payment of interest on retained 
payments would not have been so 
regarded. The spedaJ status of die 
authority* power to make pay¬ 
ments was underlined by section 
135 and 137 of the 1992 Ad and the 
authority* evidence that retention 
of moneys into a special account 
had potentially considerable ad¬ 
verse financial consequences. 

The power was not impliedly 


authorised by the Act. Accord¬ 
ingly. even if the exercise of the 
power did otherwise fall within 
section 111(1) or the 1972 Ad, ii 
would be ultra vires the authority 
to exercise it. because that sub¬ 
section was subject to the housing 
benefit legislation. 

The relevant function of the' 
purposes of the application of the 
section lihijuflhe 1972 Act was the 
function of administering a iious- 
inj» benefit scheme in accordance 
with the relevant statutory pro¬ 
visions. They were concerned with 
the payment of housing benefit in 
the form of rent allowances and 
not with the payment of anything 
else. 

The purpose underlying housing 
benefit schemes su administered 
was undoubtedly to ensure that the 
poorest members of the com¬ 
munity did not fail into debt with 
their landlords. 

That, however, was quite dif¬ 
ferent from saying that the rele¬ 
vant function for the purposes of 
section 111(1) was doing whatever 
was necessary to prevent claim¬ 
ants from becoming indebted to 
their landlords and in consequence 
facing the threat of eviction. 

The question, therefore, was 
whether payment of interest on 
benefit withheld facilitated or was 
conducive or incidental to the 
payment of housing benefit in the 
form of rent allowances. In his 
L/irdship's judgment, the answer 
was clearly "No". 

Payment of interest did nnt 
assist the payment of benefit. It 
might assist the claimant if a 
certain contingency arose, namely 
that it was determined by a court 
or agreed between landlord and 
tenant that interest should be paid 
in the landlord on the arrears of 
rent. 

Section 111(1) did not come into 
play unless the power facilitated or 
was conducive or incidental to the 
discharge of the function. It wax 
rnsufficte-m in show that the power 
might benefit the claimant fur 
whose benefit the function was 
discharged. 

Mr Luba advanced a particular 
argument based on regulation 
95(11 or the Housing Benefits 
(General; Regulations (511957 No 
1971). An authority which had 


decided ir was in the overriding 
interest of the claimant not m make 
direct payment to the landlord was 
under a duty to withhold payment 
and retain it until it was no longer 
in die overriding interest of the 
claimant not to make the payment. 

Mr Luba submined that the 
money must be retained some¬ 
where and ii must be retained in a 
manner and place that advanced 
rather than harmed the claimant* 
overriding interest, that is. an 
interest bearing accounL His Lord- 
ship accepted that premise but not 
the conclusion. 

First, his Lordship could not 
accept that the words "shall be 
retained by the authority" in 
regulation 95(3) meant anything 
more than that the money shall lx 
withheld and not puid. They did 
not contemplate that the money 
would necessarily be in the hands 
of the authority at the time nf the 
withholding, still less that it would 
be in some identifiable and des¬ 
ignated account. 

Second, and in any event, it did 
not follow from the Tact that the 
authority was expressly required 
to have regard to the claimant* 
overriding interest when the ques¬ 
tion of direct payment to Inis 
landlord arose, that it was. 
impliedly, required to have regard 
to the interest of the claimant when 
deciding whether, and if so where 
and on what terms, to set ;tside a 
sum equivalent to the payment 
withheld. 

His Lordship concluded there¬ 
fore that section 111(1) did nut avail 
Mr Brandi. 

The award of statutory interest 
was in the discretion of the court. 
In a case where rent was tendered 
to a landlord hy a tenant who was 
in receipt of benefit, and where as a 
result benefit was withheld, and 
the tenant did not have the means 
to pay interest on the arrears, his 
Lordship would be surprised if a 
court would grant statutnry in¬ 
terest to the landlord m the 
resultant proceedings. As between 
landlord and tenant, it would 
surely be unjust to order payment 
of interest 

Solid tors: Wainwright & Cum¬ 
mins; Mr Alun Phillips. 
Kensington. 


No rollover relief for part-disposal 


Walton (Inspector of Taxes) v 
Tippett 

Before Str John Vineloa 
{Judgment December 7] 

Proceeds from the disposal of part 
of business premises could not be 
treated as having been applied in 
atouiring the other part of those 
premises for the purposes of 
rollover lax relief for business 
assets. 

Sir John Vinetott, sitting as a 
judge of the Chancery Division, so 
held when allowing an appeal by 
the Crown from the derision of a 
deputy special commissioner, Mr 
P. M. F. Horsfield, QC, that the 
taxpayer, Mr E. H. Tippett, was 
entitled lo rollover relief in respect 
of the chargeable gain arising on 
his disposal of a part of an 
industrial building at Bromyard 
Road, Worcester. 

Section 115 of the Capital Gains 
Tax Act 1979. provided for the 
relief: “(1) If the consideration 
which a person carrying on a trade 
obtains for the disposal of, or of an 
interest in. assets (in this section 
referred to as the old assets')... is 
applied by him in acquiring other 
assets, or an interest in other 
assets, (in this section referred to as 
'the new assets')..." 

By section 115(3) the section 


applied if the acquisition of the 
new assets took place "in the 
period beginning twelve months 
before and ending three years after 
the disposal of" the old assets. 

Mr Launcelot Henderson. QC 
for the Crown; Mr Richard 
Bramwell, QC for the taxpayer. 

HIS LORDSHIP said that in 
1968 the taxpayer, for the purposes 
of his trade, purchased land and 
buildings known as Unit 1. 
Everoak Industrial Estate, for 
£290.000. In 1989, due to funding 
difficulties, the taxpayer realised 
the gain by selling part of the 
premises. Unit IA, for some 
E290.000. The purchase of the 
whole of Unit I took place within 
the 12-month period before the sale 
of Unit 1A so as to comply with 
section 115(3). 

The commissioner stated the 
question as being whether the gain 
on the disposal of Unit 1A could 
attract relief under section 115(1) of 
die 1979 Act "as regards the 
residue of expenditure attributable 
to the part retained given that the 
original and earlier acquisition 
was of but a single asset". 

Upholding the taxpayer* case, 
the commissioner said that section 
115 operated only when Unit IA 
had been sold and die taxpayer 


had made a claim "as respects the 
consideration" for the sale. 

That being so. he said, the point 
of time at which it was appropriate 
to consider whether there were 
separate and identifiable new as¬ 
sets and old assets was after and 
not before the disposal of Unit 1A. 
He concluded that Unit LA was to 
be treated as the old assets and the 
unsold balance of the premises as 
the new assets for the purposes of 
section 115(1). 

But the commissioner had not 
been referred to, and had not had 
in mind, sections 19(2) (disposal of 
assets) and 35{!) and (2) (part 
disposals). Tliereunder a pan dis¬ 
posal of an asset was to be treated 
as a disposal of the asset and not a 
disposal of part of the asset 

A pan disposal might or might 
not involve a disposal of a sev¬ 
erable pan of an asset So. for 
example, the grant of a lease of a 
house was a part disposal of the 
house but not a disposal of part of 
the bouse. The importance of that 
distinction was underlined by the 
provisions for apportioning sums 
attributable to the assets in section 
35. 

The sale of Unit IA was noi a 
disposal of part erf 1 Unit I but a part 
disposal of it It could not be said 
therefore that within the meaning 


of section 115(1) Unit IA constituted 
"old assets" as distinct from any 
other assets. 

Moreover, it could not be said 
that any quantifiable part of the 
consideration for the disposal of 
Unit lA was "applied" in the 
acquisition of the retained pan of 
Unit 1. whatever meaning was 
given to the word “applied". 

The consideration paid for Unit 1 
could not be severed and treated as 
paid in part for Unit IA and in part 
for the retained part of Unit I. The 
description in section 115(1) of 
assets as being "old" or “new" was 
functional and not temporal. 

Different considerations might 
apply in the case of two properties 
acquired under the same contract 
and at a rime when they were not 
physically separated provided they 
could be treated as separate assets 
and the consideration could be 
apportioned between them at the 
rime of the sale. That case could be 
considered if and when it arose. 

The insuperable difficulty facing 
the taxpayer in the instant case 
was that Unit 1 was acquired as a 
single asset and for an 
unapportioned consideration. 

Solicitors: Solicitor of Inland 
Revenue; Harfield Pickering. 
Redditch. 


Disqualification of directors 


Practice Direction (Com¬ 
panies Court: Directors' 
disqualification) 

Where disqualification proceed¬ 
ings against a director of a 
company could be settled by 
agreement between the Secretary 
of State for Trade and Industry or 
the Official Receiver and the 
respondent director, insistence on 
proceedings being brought before 
the court resulted in unnecessary 
delay, a waste or court time and 
wasted costs. Accordingly amend¬ 
ing legislation should be in¬ 
troduced to enable such results to 
be avoided. 

The Vice-Chancellor so stated in 
an introductory note to a new 
Practice Direction. 

THE VICE-CHANCELLOR 
said the number of applications for 
a disqualification order of an unfit 
company director under the Com¬ 
pany Directors Disqualification 
Aa 1986 had steadily grown and 
had undergone a surge in the last 
L2 months. 

Disqualification orders should 
come into force at the earliest 
moment both in the public interest 
and so that respondent director* 
should have the uncertainty as to 
their position resolved as soon as 
possible. Therefore delay in the 
processing of disqualification 
applications was a matter of 
legitimate concern. 

The overall effect of the new 
direction would be to give the court 
greater control over the conduct of 
those proceedings so as lo enable 
them to be dealt with as ex¬ 
peditiously as pussible. 

It addressed in particular the 
problem of cases which were not 
set down for trial where they ought 
to have been and cases where the 
panics had taken no steps to 
obtain a hearing date for a case 
that had been ser down. 

The new direction made adjust¬ 
ment also to the developing proce¬ 
dure. initiated by Mr Justice Ferris 
in In re Cavecraft Construction Co 
Ltd (IIW4] IWLR 172} for enabling 
applications where there was no 
dispute about the material facts 
and no dispute about the appro¬ 
priate period of disqualification to 
be dealt with in a summary 
fashion. Thai procedure would, he 
hoped, enable the court to dispose 
or these applications more speedily 
than had hitherto been possible. 

His Lordship did question, how¬ 
ever. the need for there to be a 
court hearing at all in cases where 
the secretary of slate, or die 
Official Receiver, and the respon¬ 
dent director were in agreement as 
to the essential facts and as to the 
length of the appropriate dis¬ 
qualification period. Court time 
should be reserved for cases where 
there was a dispute between the 
parties which had to be resolved. 

Under the I9S6 Act there was no 
alternative but for all applications 
for disqualification, no matter 
what state of agreement there 
might be between the parties, to be 
processed through the court 
machinery. That was unnecessary 
and avoidable. 

His Lordship would recom¬ 
mend, accordingly, that the sec¬ 
retary of state give consideration to 
the possibility of introducing 
amending legislation under which 
an agreement between a director 
and the secretary of state or the 
Official Receiver to the dis¬ 
qualification period to be applied 
to the director be given the same 
effect as a court order imposing the 
disqualification period. 

If the director was willing to bar 
himself from acting as a director 
for a period that the secretary of 
state regarded as being sufficient 
to protect the public interest, he did 


nr* see why rime and money 
should be expended by insistence 
on bringing the case’ before the 
court. 

For all those reasons his Lord- 
ship recommended amending leg¬ 
islation. For the present be 
handed down the new Practice 
Direction in which he said: 

1 This Practice Direction is to be 
read in conjunction with the Insol¬ 
vent Companies (Disqualification 
of Unfit Directors) Proceedings 
Rules (SI 1987 No 2023) and the 
Chancery Guide (The Supreme 
Court Practice 1995 tvolume 2, 
paragraphs 874 to OT9)). The 
definitions in the 1987 Rules app¬ 
lied in this Practice Direction. 

2 When the summons (which had 
to be an originating summons) 
was issued, the applicant would be 
given a date for the first hearing of 
the summons. The rules provide 
that that dale was to be not less 
than eight weeks from the dale of 
issue of the summons. 

The rules further provided that 
evidence in support of a summons 
would he filed when the applica¬ 
tion was issued and that evidence 
in answer and in reply would tu 
filed within 28 days of service of the 
summons and 14 days from receipt 
of the evidence in answer 
respectively. 

That timetable could only be 
extended by consent or with the 
leave of the coun. All evidence 
should be filed before the first 
hearing of the summons. 

First hearing of the summons 

3 All interlocutory directions 
should he sought ar the first 
heari ng of the summons so that the 
application could be determined at 
the earliest possible date? The 
parties shuuld take all such steps 
as they respectively could to avoid 
successive directions hearings. 

4 Ff at the first hearing the registrar 
adjourned the case for further 
consideration under rule 7(4). he 
would so far as possible give ail the 
directions for trial including where 
rule 7(4) applied a direction as to 
whether the matter was to be 
heard by a judge or a registrar. 
Thai direction might at any time 
be varied by the coun either on 
application or of its own motion, ff 
the court varied the direction in the 
absence of all the parties, notice 
would be given to the parties. 
Setting down for trial 

5(a) At the appropriate stage the 
registrar would direct the ap¬ 
plicant to set the case down for trial 
within such period (usually five 
days) as he might order. The 
parties could not extend that 
period by agreement. The ap¬ 
plicant had to give notice to the 
respondent(s) when he had set the 
case down. 

(b) ff the case was to be heard by 
a judge, the case would he entered 
in the judges' Companies LisL 

(c) If the case was not set down 
for trial within the period spedfied 
by the registrar, it could be listed 
before the court to show cause why 
it should not be struck oul 
Fixing a date for trial 

6(a) Within 15 working days of 
setting down (or such other period 
as the court might allow) the 
parties would together attend: 

(i) if the case was to lie heard by a 
registrar, at Room 405, Thomas 
More Building. Royal Courts of 
Justice or (ii) if the case was to be 
heard by a judge, before die 
Chancery Clerk of the Lists in 
either case to fix a date for trial. 

For that purpose they had to 
produce to the Chief Clerk or the 
Chancery CJerk of the Lists a 
written estimate of the length of the 
trial signed by the advocates for ail 
the parties. 

(b) The parties could not by 
agreement extend the period for 


attendance to fix a trial date. In the 
event of non-compliance with 
paragraph la) above, the court 
would fix a date for trial and give 
notice of the date to the parties. 
Estimates of length 
7fat If a party did not provide an 
estimate of die length of trial to the 
court when required to do so, the 
court could act on the estimate of 
the other party. 

(bl As stated in section 5.2 of the 
Chancery Guide, the parties had to 
inform the coun immediately of 
any material change in an 
estimate. 

Pretrial review (Fl K) 

S In all cases where the hearing is 
(estimated to take 10 days or more 
and in any other c ase where the 
court so directed a PI K would be 
held by a registrar or if rhe case 
was to be heard by a judge by a 
judge in cham bers. 

If the FI R was lo be heard by a 
registrar, the date for the hearing 
of the PTR would he fixed at a 
hear ing or the summons. If the 
PTR waio he heard by a judge the 
applicant had to issue a separate 
summons for a PTR. and it was the 
responsibility of the applicant to 
ensu re that a hearing date for a 
PTR was obtained so that the PTR 
was held between eight and four 
weeks before the trial date. 

If. where the PTR was to be 
heard by a judge, the applicant 
faile d to issue a summons for a 
FTR, or to obtain a hearing date 
for the summons, the case could he 
listed by the Chancery Clerk of the 
Lists (on notice to the parties) for a 
FTR. 

9 The provisions of section 3.1013) 
to (7) of the Chancery Guide 
applied to PTRs in disqualification 
cases whether the FTR was to he 
heard by a judge or a registrar. 
The trial 

10 Skeleton arguments should be 
prepared by all the parties in all 
but the simplest cases whether the 
case was to be heard by 9 registrar 
or a judge. They should comply 
with the guidelines in appendix 3 
to the Chancery Guide. 

11 The advocate for the applicant 
should also in all but the simplest 
cases provide: (a) a chronology, (b) 
a dramatis personae, (c) in respect 
of each respondent, a list of the 
references to die relevant evidence 
for each matter relied upon as 
constituting unfitness. 

12 Hie documents mentioned in 
paragraphs 10 and li above must 
he delivered to the coun not less 
than two clear days before the day 
fixed for the hearing. If the case 
was to he heard by a judge but the 
name of the judge was not known, 
or the judge was a deputy judge, 
those documents must he delivered 
to the Chancery Clerk of the Lists. 

If (he name of the judge, other 
than a deputy judge, was known, 
those documents had to be deliv¬ 
ered to the judge* clerk. If the case 
was to he heard by a registrar, the 
documents had to be delivered to 
Room 405. Thomas More Build¬ 
ing. Royal Courts of Justice. Copies 
must be provided to the other party 
so far as possible when they were 
delivered to the court. 

13 Section 5.3 of the Chancery 
Guide applied to bundles of docu¬ 
ments for use at the trial. 
Summary Procedure 

14 If parties decided to make an 
application under the procedure 
adopted in Re Curecmfi Construc¬ 
tion Co Ltd fl!994| I WLR 172). they 
should inform the court 
immediately and obtain a date for 
the hearing of the application. 

15 Whenever a Carecroft applica¬ 
tion was made, the applicant musu 

(a) except in simple cases where 
the circumstances did not merit it 
or when the court otherwise di¬ 
rected. submit a written statement 


containing in respect of each 
respondent any material facts 
which (for the purposes of the 
application) were either agreed or 
not opposed (by either party): and 

(b) specify in the written state¬ 
ment (or. if none, a separate 
document) the period of dis¬ 
qualification which the parties 
would invite the court to order or 
the bracket (that is. 2-5 years; 6-10 
years; 11-15 years) into which they 
would submit that the case fell. 

16 Paragraph 12 of the above 
applied to the documents men¬ 
tioned in paragraph 15 above 
unless the court otherwise 
directed. 

Hearings outside London 

17 Where application for a dis¬ 
qualification order was made by 
summons issued in the Chancery 
District Registries in Birmingham. 
Bristol. Cardiff. Leeds. Liverpool. 
Manchester or Newcastle this 
Practice Direction shall apply with 
the following modifications: 

(a) Upon the issue of the sum¬ 
mons the court wauls endorse it 
with the date and time for the first 
hearing before a district judge. The 
powers exercisable by a registrar 
under ihis Practice Direction shall 
he exercisable by a district 
judge. 

(bl if the district judge, either at 
the first hearing or at any ad¬ 
journed hearing before him. di¬ 
rected that the summons was to he 
heard by a High Court judge or by 
an authorised circuit judge he 
would direct that the case he 
entered forthwith in the list for 
hearing hy that judge and the court 
would allocate (i) a date for the 
hearing of the trial by that judge 
and (ii| unless the district judge 
directed otherwise a date for the 
hearing of a PTR by the trial judge. 
IS The documents mentioned in 
paragraphs 10. II. and 15 had to 
must he delivered to the appro¬ 
priate court, at the address given 
below, not less than two dear days 
before the day fixed for the 
hearing. Copies had to he provided 
to the other party so far as possible 
when they were delivered to the 
court. Add nesses for the delivery of 
documents were: 

Birmingham: The Chancery 
Listing Officer. The District Reg¬ 
istry of the Chancery Division of 
the High Court. 33 Bull Street. 
Birmingham B4 6DS. 

Bristol: The Chancery Listing 
Officer, The District Registry of the 
Chancery Division of the High 
Coun. 3rd Floor. Greyfriars. 
Lewins Mead. Bristol BS12NR. 

Cardiff: The Chancery Listing 
Officer. The District Registry of the 
Chancery Division of the High 
Court. 1st Floor. 2 Park Street, 
Cardiff CR INR. 

Leeds; The Chancery Listing 
Officer, The District Registry of the 
Chancery Division of the High 
Court, Leeds Combined Court 
Centre. The Court House. 1 Oxford 
Row Leeds LSI 3BG. 

Liverpool and Manchester. The 
Chancery listing Officer. The Dis¬ 
trict Registry uf the Chancery 
Division of the High Court. 
Manchester Courts of Justice. 
Crown Square. Manchester MbO 
9DJ. 

Newcastle: The Chancery List¬ 
ing Officer, The District Registry 
of the Chancery Division of the 
High Court. The Law Courts. 
Quayside, Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 3LA. 

Commencement 

19 This Practice Direction would 
come into force on January 1. !99o. 


• The Times law Report will 
appear from time to time through 
the Legal Christmas Vacation, 
including Boxing Day. 
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Top CPS staff to be axed 

■ Almost a third of the Crown Prosecution Serviced most 
senior lawyers are to go in a bureaucratic shake-up aimed at 
improving its performance, A new inspectorate is also to be 
created to monitor the organisation’s work. 

The changes are recommended in a Whitehall review calling 
for 18 senior posts—all held by lawyers—to be scrapped. That 
would cut flie staff at the top of the service to 50-,.™™ Page 1 

Record 27 years for burglar 

■ A violent burglar who gloried in terrorising his. wealthy 
victims was jailed for a record 27 years after being told by the 
judge that his crimes were far worse than robberies of banks 
and building societies. As he was sentenced to the longest term 
of imprisonment ever passed for domestic break-ins, Keith 
Bramble reeled backwards in the dock— —— Page 1 


Tory fish wars 

The Tory Right turned its fire on 
Kenneth Darke after the Govem- 
menfs defeat over the European 
fisheries policy. Leading figures 
threatened further mayhem un¬ 
less John Major reined in his pro- 
European Chancellor.. Pages 1,9 

Palace talks 

The Prime Minister spent an 
hour at Kensington Palace in 
talks with the Princess of Wales 
on her public role-Page 1 

Wife killer jailed 

Scheming husband Gordon War- 
dell was jailed for life for the 
murder of his wife Carol, a build¬ 
ing society manager™ Pages 1,3 

Girl’s plunge inquiry 

An investigation began into why 
a teenage girl who survived a fail 
under a train was released from 
hospital only to die after plunging 
from the fourth floor of a hotel the 
next night-Pages 1.5 

Major in Ireland 

John Major will today visit Bel¬ 
fast and Dublin after a dispute 
between the British and Irish 
Governments over state aid for 
the Irish steel industry was 
settled....Page 2 

Women at work 

Women working in the City 
of London are still judged by 
their looks with male colleagues 
using derisory terms to rank 
them according to their sexual 
potential — ___Page 6 


Hospice scratchcard 

The hospice movement is launch¬ 
ing a scratchcard game with a top 
prize of £100.000 and hopes to 
raise £1 million-Page 8 

Assassin guard 

In an attempt to avert any more 
parallels with the assassination of 
President Kennedy, the self-con¬ 
fessed killer of Yitzhak Rabin is in 
solitary confinement-Page 10 

Troops move in 

The inhabitants of Krupa, a Serb- 
held town 17 miles south of Banja 
Luka, gathered by the roadside to 
watch the British troops 
arrive__Page 11 

Tin shack mayor 

An unemployed Communist liv¬ 
ing in a tin shack who washes in a 
bucket, and reads by candlelight, 
is now mayor of a town synony¬ 
mous with Eugene Terre "Blanche 
and his Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement__.._Page 12 

Whitewater crisis 

The Senate's chief Whitewater in¬ 
vestigator rebuffed eleventh-hour 
White House efforts to forestall a 
Senate vote on a court order to 
obtain subpoenaed presidential 
documents™ .Page 14 

French summit 

Alain Juppe, the French Prime 
Minister, will today host a high- 
profile labour summit designed 
to find ways of reviving an econo¬ 
my battered by the three-week 
general strike.—.Page 15 


Dinosaurs, warm in heart and blood 

■ Dinosaurs were devoted parents that sat on their eggs as 
carefully as any modem bird, a find in Mongolia has shown. 
A well-preserved skeleton of a dinosaur brooding on at least 
15 carefully arranged eggs confirms the contention that 
dinosaurs took care of their young. It also suggests that they 
were warm-blooded...Page 8 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,044 



ACROSS 

1 Goes over photographs in retire¬ 
ment (5). 

4 Prohibition leads to dry. empty, 
taverns, without liquor suppliers 
(9). 

9 Monarch detained by force in a 
republic (9). 

10 State police not out of the woods 
here (5). 

11 Silent torture for recruit (6). 

12 Fire in Geneva, say (S). 

14 Is deal that succeeds more than 
fair? (5-5). 

16 Formerly seen in concert (4). 

19 Brave English filly hemmed in by 
outsiders in Derby (4). 

20 One determined to ruin the party 
turns left (IQ). 

22 Unorthodox as a bishop, travel¬ 
ling in search of adventure (8). 

23 Varationooureettars useful if taw 

wants a rise (6). 

26 Publication for children (5). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20043 
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27 Conservatives' traditional disci¬ 
pline p,6). 

28 The wily one to spill the beans 
twice! (9). 

29 A bit sad when Jack says “good¬ 
bye" — drunk or sober (5). 

DOWN 

1 Agents had arranged for someone 
to move fiats (54). 

2 Virtuous person as guardian, 

perhaps (5). 

3 Trade unionist, elected to inter¬ 
vene on the left (8). 

4 Foreign house journal, last to 

come our (4). 

5 Expert transplantation? (5.5]. 

6 Directions to make ready to 
surround city (6). 

7 Modem language translation of 
ten operas (9). 

8 Free lunch, say, for nurse (5). 

13 Excellent excuse for finishing up 
at the highest level (73). 

15 Bad temper when business is 
slack P-6). 

17 Did fish under net, wriggling, 
become this? (9). 

18 City church’s spirits (S). 

21 Old editor finally gets what’s been 
produced by boring author (6). 

22 A royal, perhaps, turning up 
under a pseudonym (5). 

24 Player taking a bow for part in 
Twelfth Night (5). 

25 God’s love — befo re Babel (4). 

Tunes Two Crossword, page 48 
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A rival from the Chinese State Circus dances alongside a Landseer lion in Trafalgar Square. Tlie circus is in London for a month 


Christmas message: While the 
Queen is speaking to roost of us, 
Channel 4 will have Brigitte Bardot 

cm animal so Bering-Page 17 

Sleepless In Britain; Poor quality 
sleep can cause drowsiness but the 
cures can be worse: the effects of 
sleep-inducing medicines ..Page 16 
Steady dri n king: Dr Thomas Stirt- 
taford on the conclusions that while 
daily moderate drinking may stave 
off one type of stroke, binge drink¬ 
ing is bad for all strokes... Page 16 


i^j. ‘-j, 


Sun, sea and turkey: The popular 
destinations for Christmas are Te¬ 
nerife. Spain and Florida..Page 22 


Dickens in distress: Peter Ackroyd 
on mid-life crisis; Ian McIntyre on 
Arthur Conan Doyle; Philip How¬ 
ard on William Douglas-Home; 
Fiona Pitt-Kethley on Robert 
Nye_-Pages 36,37 


It is apparent that the President 
doesn't actually want a balanced 
budget Once it has been achieved 
it wifi be either because Mr Clinton 
was bypassed, ot because he was 
dragged kicking and screaming 

— Washington Times 
It is to China's credit that it seems 
to be developing along a less pro¬ 
tectionist path than Japan did 

— Wall Street Journal 


Bank of England: Brian Quinn, the 
executive director responsible for 
supervision, is to retire in Febru¬ 
ary. Mr Quinn was much criticised 
in the wake of the collapse of 
Barings-Page 25 

Hanson: The Anglo-American con¬ 
glomerate raised £1-5 billion by 
selling two subsidiaries—..Pag* 25 

HcAete sale; Forte sold its Travd- 
odge budget hotel chain in the US 
for £114 million but said it did not 
expect to make any other signifi¬ 
cant disposals in the next few 
weeks. Fbrte is fighting off a bid 

from Granada_Page 25 

Markets: The FT-SE100 rose 36.8 to 
3613.7. Sterling's index was un¬ 
changed at 82.9 after a fall from 
$1.5435 to $1.5380 but a rise from 
DMZ2I60 to DM22196_Page 28 , 


Cricket The England tour team 
felled to capitalise an a splendid 
start, allowing a South African Stu¬ 
dents XI to recover from 23 for five 
to 253 for six-Page 48 

Football: There was confusion and 
bitterness as Jack Charlton’s 
highly-successful reign as manager 
of Ireland seemed about to end. He 
had wanted to wait until die new 
year to make a decision—. Page 48 

Rackets: Eton is assured of win¬ 
ning the elite senior singles event of 
the public schools championship 
for the first time in a quarter of a 

century-Page 46 

Racing: The Irish are pinning their 
hopes on Merry Gale bringing 
them their first win in 20 years in 
the King George VI Chase at 
Kempton Park-Page 43 I 


Magic in the closet: Released in 
time for the Christmas holidays. 
The Indian in the Cupboard is a 
charming tale of a boy who finds a 
magic friend in a magic cupboard. 
Also Jim Carrey in Ace Ventura 
When Nature Calls - Page 33 

Tower Bridge opera: The Royal 
Opera House’s temporary home, at 
Tower Bridge, will be the first steel 
opera house and will have the larg¬ 
est stage in London-Page 35 

Debut in Paris: A 20-year-old Eng¬ 
lish conductor, Daniel Harding, 
made a fine impression when he 
stood in for Sir Simon Rattle at 
short notice in Paris-Page 33 

Only the lonely: Jonathan Harvey's 
funny but cruel portrait of sad sin¬ 
gles, Rupert Street Lonely Hearts 
Club , in the West End_Page 35 



IN THE TIMES 

■ STARRING ROLE 
Valerie Grove meets 
Shelley von Strunckel 
(left), a star 

among astrologers 

■ CHRISTMAS BOX 
Two Sony Widescreen 
television sets to be won 
in our Twelve Days of 
Christmas competitions 


Provlew; A reyotahonary irop 
under revisionist' scrutiny: Che 
Guevara (Channels 9pra) Review: 
Matthew Bond on documertiaries 
re v e r e n t and mocking -~.Pa»er47? 


Soldiers in the snow ^ 

Never Has ft been more true than fo 
Bosnia that soldiers are kft to dcaJ- 
wfth the ware which politicians 
have made..—.——.—..Page 19 

New spies for old 

Tom Kingand his colleagues on the 
Gammons Intelligence and Secur- 
ity Committee should feel free fo 
ask hard questions and to. set 
benchmarks by which they - wifi 
judge the success dr failure erf using. 
ME torxwnbat crime Pagel9 

Dreaming of w.. '-■U, 

This is the time of the year when no‘ 
one tares if it is the wrong sdrt cf. 
snow. all that matters is that it falls^ 
gently, from the sky —Page 19 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

It begins to look as though the 
German political class has de-. 
spaired of Britain and now believes 
that the sort of Europe they wanr fo 
build can only be created tf Britain 

leaves the ED—___Page 18 

ROGER SCRUTON 
In the name of human rights, the 
European Court has issued a racist 
judgment Such judgments folipw 
inevitably from attributing rights 
to groups___1!-__Pagel8 

PETER RIDDELL : : - 

Conservative MPs are rallying 
round Mr Ashby because if he 
sinks, they will all suffer. In the 
words of a senior Tory. they will try 
to keep him “buoyant"—.Page 18 

JOHN BRYANT 

Milo is said to have carried a fbur- 
year-okj bull round the stadium at 
Olympia arid then to have eaten ft 
within the day..;_Page46 


Viscount Watkinson, former Con¬ 
servative Cabinet Minister; Vitaly 
Savitsky, biologist and politician; 
Richard Shaw, chairman 
Lowndes Lambert; Alan Huntert 
astronomer.—— -Page 21 


Richard Branson on the Oflot rul¬ 
ing: fishing revolt; daylight saving: 
ramblers and free access to private 
land-:__— Piee 19 


For the latest region by region forecast, 24 houre, 
a day. dal 0891500 talawed by the appropriate 
code: 

Greater London__- . .. ..701 

Kent Surrey,Sussex__ 703 

DoreeLHanb & IOW. 703 

Devon & Cornwall .. __ 704 

Wfta.GlovJCS^von,Sores... —70S 

Berks, Bucks,Oxon .. 706 

Bed3.HBfts& Essex... , 707 

Nortofc.Suflok.CwrtJS.708 

Wtest Mid & Sth Qam & Gwent....-..709 

Shrapsjferetds & Wbrcs-- 710 

Central Mdfcnds. 711 

East Midands.. 712 

Uncs A Humberside___ 713 

OyfedB. Powys. 714 

Gwynedd 8 Owyd. —_ 715 

NWEndand-. 716 

WSSYwksa Dates . 717 

NEEngtend.. ..... 718 

Cumbna & Lake District.719 

SWScotbnd . 720 

W Central Scotland... .. . 721 

EdlnS RWLothWn & Bonders.. -.722 

E Central Scotland. 723 

Granptan & E Htgrtands. ..... 724 

NW Scotland. .. . . .. 725 

CaHhiwss,Orkney & Shetland... 726 

N Ireland. . 727 

Westhorcafl e charged at 39p per mteiuta (cheep 
rfflej and 49p per ranure at 31 other [mss. 


For the latest AA traffiefloadworks intarmaltan. 
24 hours a day. dal 0336 401 Mowed by the 
appropriate coda 
London & SE traffle, rawdarerha 

AreawithFiM25.. . .. 731 

EssexMerisTBeds/ButAsteeikaOxon . 732 

Kent/SurreyVSussecfrtents . ....734 

M25 London Orbital only . 738 


□ General: northern, central and east¬ 
ern England will start frosty. There will 
be snow over central southern and 
southeast England, the south Midlands 
and North Wales at first: it win spread to 
most of East Anglia, the north Midlands 
and northwest England by midday, with 
rain or drizzle following. By evening, the 
snow win be over northernmost 
England. 

Northern Ireland will be snowy at first 
with a couple of inches over foe hills. 
The snow will turn to rain in the 
afternoon. 

Scotland will be fine and frosty at 
first, with snow towards the evening 
over southern and central districts. 

□ London, SE England, Central S 
England, W Midlands: sleet or snow, 
soon turning to rain or drizzle. Wind 
southeasterly, Rght or moderate. Milder 
later. Max 60 {43F). 

□ E Anglia, E Midlands, E, NW, 
Central N England, N Wales, N 
Ireland: soon snowy; a cajole of 


inches settling in places. Rain or drizzle 
later. Wind southeasterly, light or 
moderate. Max 3C (37F). 

□ Channel Isles, SW England, S 
Wales: rain or drizzle at times. 
Becoming misty. Wind southeast to 
southerly, light or moderate. Mild. Max 
10C150F). 

□ Lake District, loM, NE England, 
Borders, SW Scotland, Glasgow: 
fine, frosty start Snow spreading from 
southwest by mid-aftemoon, turning to 
rain during evening. Wind south¬ 
easterly, light. Max 1C (34 F). 

□ Edinburgh & Dundee, Aberdeen, 
Central Highlands, Argyll, NW Scot¬ 
land: bright and frosty. Snow by 
evening. Wind east to southeasterly, 
light. Max 0C (32F). 

□ Moray Firth, NE Scotland, Ork¬ 
ney, Shetland: bright or sunny, frosty. 
Wind easterly, light Max OC (32F). 

□ Outlook: milder lor a time, with rain. 
Turning wintry from north on Saturday. 
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nrasna>Trcto»N3y&.. 737 

WastCoontiy .. 73fl 

Wales ...... 739 

Midlands . 740 

EaaAnglfa ... . ....... ..741 

North-west Englaw..- 742 

North-east Errand.. 743 

Scotoma___ 744 

Nodhem Ireland .. .745 

AA Roadwatch is charged ai 39p per minute 
(cheap rale) and 49p per minute si aflutter bmas. 
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Lang ‘misled’ Parliament over funding of failed firm 


By Robert Miller 

THE President of the Board of Trade. Ian 
Lang, has been accused of giving “seriously 
misleading" answers to a Labour Mp. The 
MP had tabled a series of Parliamentary 
questions on how £850,000 of taxpayers’ 
money was given to a failed West Country 
computer firm when the Department was 
aware that one of the directors had a 
troubled financial background. 

■ Rom Data Corporation. of Falmouth, 
which is being investigated by the Serious 
Fraud Office and Devon and Cornwall 
police, was given the DTI regional assis¬ 


tance grant even though John Dawson, a 
former Conservative dry councillor in Rath, 
has a history of bad debts in Britain and die 
Caribbean. Mr Dawson left the UK in the 
early 1980s, before a bankruptcy hearing 
into the collapse of John Dawson Motor 
(Holdings), with business and personal 
debts of nearly £2 million. Another Rom 
Data director. Brad Shephard, an Ameri¬ 
can. was declared bankrupt at Truro Crown 
and County Court in October this year. 

This week, the Trade Department told 
David Jamieson, Labour MP for Plymouth 
Devonport. that an internal inquiry had 
shown that officials responsible for apprais¬ 


ing Rom Data's grant application "were not 
aware that Mr John Dawson, who was 
involved with the Rom Data Corporation 
Ltd. was a discharged bankrupt even 
though that information was held by the 
Insolvency Service**. 

But letters to another MP on DTI headed 
paper, copies of which have been seen by The 
Times, show that in January 1992 Baroness 
Denton, then Parliamentary Under Secre¬ 
tary of State for Consumer Affairs and 
Small Firms, was aware of Mr Dawson's 
financial past. She wrote on January 12, 
1992; “The issue you raise about the 
Department assisting projects undertaken 


by applicants with a ’past record of some 
concern' is straightforward in this particu¬ 
lar instance. It is a matter of public record 
that Mr Dawson is not a majority share¬ 
holder in Rom Data Corporation and 
indeed it was this company that was the 
applicant for Regional Selective Assistance 
and subsequently received an offer from my 
Department Similarly. Mr Dawson does 
not have much involvement in the day to 
day operations of the Falmouth facilities, 
preferring to channel his efforts towards 
running the US end of his successful 
business operation. I can assure you that all 
applications for Regional Selective Assis¬ 


tance are rigorously appraised by officials 
within this Department" 

A second letter, written on April 2. 1993, 
said: “Mr Dawson may have made a 
commercial mistake in his past. But that is 
long ago and the fact remains that his 
company has created some 150 jobs in a 
Development Area with a current unem¬ 
ployment rate of 142 per cent." 

When Rom Data collapsed, former em¬ 
ployees were owed more than £200.0X1 in 
wages. Mr Jamieson said last night: 
“Clearly. 1 have been given some very 
misleading answers by DTI ministers.” The 
DTI denied that it had misled Mr Jamieson. 


Hanson 
plans 
£1.5bn 
US selloff 


JUUAN HERBERT 


By Alasdair Murray 


HANSON, the Anglo-Amer¬ 
ican industrial conglomer¬ 
ate, tod: a big step towards 
reducing its huge debt pile 
yesterday by announcing 
plans to sell two US subsid¬ 
iaries, Suburban Propane 
and Cavenham Forest In¬ 
dustries, fur £13 billion 

Gearing at the company is 
currently around 130 per cent 
after the. £23 billion acquisi¬ 
tion of Eastern Group, the 
electricity company, earlier 
this year. 

Following its results at the 
beginning of die month, Han¬ 
son announced that it was 
looking to raise about E2 
billion through disposals, in¬ 
cluding £450 million from the 
sale of its shares in the 
National Grid Company. 

Derek Bonham, chief execu¬ 
tive, said: "These disposals are 
part of our programme to 
concentrate on fewer, larger 
activities. Our strategy is di¬ 
rected towards the growth and 
development of our chemical, 
consumer, energy and build¬ 
ing interests.’* 

Hanson is aiming to raise El 
billion from a break-up sale of 
Cavenham, its timber subsid¬ 
iary. although it did not rule 
out a sale to a single buyer. 
Cavenham owns and man¬ 
ages around 1.75 million acres 
of timber in Oregon, Washing¬ 
ton, Louisiana and Mississip¬ 
pi as well as operating five 
sawmills. 

Cavenham was purchased 
. in 1990as part of a $13 billion 
asset swap deal with Sir James 
Goldsmith, who acquired 
Hanson's stake in the gold 
mining company Newmont 
In 1995, the subsidiary report¬ 
ed a 19 per cent drop in profits 
to £95 million. 

Suburban Propane will be 
tfisposed of for around £500 
million via a public offer of 62 
per cent of the equity interest 
and a $425 million debt issue. 
Hanson said that it will retain 
a 38 per cent interest in the 
floated off business. 

The company was acquired 
as -’part of Quantum, the 
petrochemical company, pur¬ 


chased for $325 billion by 
Hanson in 1993. Suburban 
serves around 800,000 cus¬ 
tomers in 39 states and is the 
third largest retail and whole¬ 
sale distributor of propane gas 
in the US. 

Analysts have long expected 
its disposal as it has never 
fitted in with Hanson'S other 
interests and has consistently 
underperformed owing to a 
spate of warm winters. Last 
year, profits fell by 27 per cent 
to £41 million. 

The disposals had been 
expected by the Cfty and 
shares rose just I3p to 1863p 
by close of trading yesterday. 
Hanson has been under pres¬ 
sure, along with other con¬ 
glomerates such as BTR. 
which earlier this week an¬ 
nounced the sale of Dunlop 
Slazenger, to hive off its non¬ 
core interests. 

Hanson's share price’ has 
fallen by a quarter this year 
and has underperformed the 
market by 50 per cent since the 
beginning of the decade. Its 
full-year profits for 1995 fell 
from £1.37 million to E127 
million and the company froze 
its second-half dividend pay¬ 
ment at 3p, stating at the time 
that higher capital investment 
was the immediate priority. 

Hanson started making dis¬ 
posals in 1994 with the £160 
million demerger of Beazer. its 
housebuilding subsidiary. 
Earlier this year the conglom¬ 
erate completed the flotation 
of US Industries, its smaller 
US companies. At the time this 
reduced gearing from 58 per 
cent to 38 per cent but that was 
before die Eastern acquisition. 
US Industires assumed 
around £890 million of Han¬ 
son debt and Hanson received 
about £855 million from the 
spinoff. 

Seven Seas, the vitamins 
division, has been mooted as 
another possible disposal, al¬ 
though the company has al¬ 
ways been regarded as a 
personal favourite of Lord 
Hanson. _ 

Tempos, page 28 







Albert Roux, the chef, samples a motorway meal. Welcome Break, owned by Forte, wants him to improve its food 


Forte sells 
Travelodge 
hotel chain 

By Eric Reguly 

PORTE, under takeover threat 
from Granada, yesterday sold 
its struggling Travelodge bud¬ 
get hotel chain in the US for 
£114 million and said it did not 
expect to make any other 
significant disposals in the 
next few weeks. 

The company also warned 
shareholders that selling or 
demerging its interest in the 
Savoy Hotel group would not 
be quick or easy. Forte owns 
68 per cent of the Savoy, but 
lacks voting control. 

Keith Hamill. Forte’s fi¬ 
nance director, said demer¬ 
ging the Savoy by distributing 
the shares to existing Forte 
shareholders “is the right ind¬ 
ustrial solution”. But doing so 
would probably create an 
expensive advance corpora¬ 
tion tax liability. He said 
Thom-EMl’s plans to de¬ 
merge have been held up by 
similar difficulties. 

Selling the equity outright 
also has its problems, with 
bidders unlikely to offer a high 
price for a non-control stake. 

Forte had been trying to sell 
the US Travelodges since last 
spring. The buyer was Hospi¬ 
tality Franchise Systems, the 
largest US hotels franchiser. 

Forte said it was still trying 
to sell its White Hart hotels 
chain in Britain. Talks with 
Oriel Leisure and Apax Part¬ 
ners collapsed this week. 

Pennington, page 27 
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Mortgage 

lending 

surges 

BANKS and building soci¬ 
eties gave the housing mar¬ 
ket a festive tonic yesterday 
by reporting a big increase 
in monthly mortgage lend¬ 
ing {Robert Miller writes). 

The Building Societies As¬ 
sociation (BSA) said that net 
mortgage advances rose by 
£570 million in November to 
£865 million while net new 
commitments increased to 
£32 billion against £2.9 
million in October. Figures 
from the British Bankers’ 
Association showed that 
mortgage lending was up by 
£677 million last month. 

Adrian Coles, director- 
general of the BSA. said: 
“With the Budget out of the 
way and tax cuts in the pipe¬ 
line, prospects for a modest 
recovery in the mortgage 
market in 1996 are good.” 


Job insecurity greater 
than last Christmas 

By Philip Bassett, industrial editor 


Supervision chief 
retires from Bank 

By Patricia Tehan, banking correspondent 


BRIAN QUINN, the Bank of 
England executive director 
responsible for supervision, is 
to retire in February, the 
Prime Minister’s office has 
confirmed. 

Mr Quinn, who was much 
criticised after the collapse of 
Barings in February, will be 
succeeded by Michael Fool 
the Bank's deputy director for 
supervision and surveillance. 

The Bank is sticking to a 
football theme among its non¬ 
executive directors. Sir Roland 
Smith, chairman of Manches¬ 
ter United, who is retiring as a 
director of the Court of the 
Bank, is to be succeeded by Sir 
John Hall, who chairs 
Newcastle United and has 
extensive business interests in 
northeast England. 

Sir Christopher Hogg, the 


chairman of Courtaulds. is 
also retiring as a non¬ 
executive director in February, 
to be replaced by John Neill, 
chief executive of Uni part. 

A Bank spokesman insisted 
that Mr Quinn'S retirement, at 
59, was not linked to the 
Barings affair. He said that 
Mr Quinn had told the court 
of directors more than a year 
ago that he did not wish his 
appointment to be extended. 

Mervyn King, the executive 
director responsible for the 
monetary stability activities of 
the Bank, is reappointed for a 
further four-year term. 

Oliver Page, head of the 
wholesale markets supervi¬ 
sion division, is promoted to 
succeed Mr Fbot as deputy 
director for supervision and 
surveillance: 


5 JOB insecurity is greater, than it was 

■ 1 last Christinas, even though unem¬ 

ployment is falling, according to new 
figures today. Government ministers 
say the continuing fati-in unemploy¬ 
ment— down 226,000 on a yearago-- 
is leading to more confidence in 
employment But in a new survey, as 
many as 85 per cent of the employees 
sampled feel that jobs in their work¬ 
place are no more secure than last 
Christmas. 

■ The survey, by the Manufactur- 
ing, Science and Finance trade 

■ /' muon, shows that while 11 per cent 

of employees believe that jobs are 
■* ’ now more secure; 42 per cent report 

‘ no change; and 43 per cent say jobs 

are less secure than a year ago. 
London, the South East, Wales 
. and Scotland all report above- 


average levels of job insecurity, ac¬ 
centing to the quarterly survey of 
more than 360.private- and public- 
sector workplaces, employing almost 
120.000 workers. 

Roger Lyons, MSF general secre¬ 
tary. says: “People are going into the 
Christinas period not knowing if 
they will have a job in tire new year. 
Ebeneezer Scrooge remains the 
number one role model for Britain’s 
bosses. This survey shows that the 
bad treatment of employees is 
reaching epidemic proportions.’’ 

- A fifth of employees say employ¬ 
ers’ treatment of their workforces is 
now worse than three months ago, 
and 42 per cent say it is poor or very 

poor. Financial services are seen as 
the worst, with 58 per cent citing 
treatment as poor or very poor- 


Solicitor sentenced to 
ten years for fraud 


By Robert Molu&r 


A FORMER solicitor who master¬ 
minded a fraud in which £8 million 
was stolen from more than 1.000 
beneficiaries was yesterday sent to 
prison for ten years by Maidstone 
Crown Court. 

Sentencing Graham Maurice 
Dumford Fold, 52. a senior partner of 
Dumford Ford, which crashed in May 
1992. Judge Croft, QC. said: “The case 
against you was overwhelming, but at 
no stage have I identified one aspect of 
remorse in you." 

The successful prosecution was 
boughr by the Serious Fraud Office 
with Sussex police. 

SFO investigators said that Ford, 
who pleaded guilty to ten specimen 
counts of theft of money taken from the 
estates of deceased clients. lived a 
lavish lifestyle on the proceeds of his 


crime, spending more than £870,000. 
Before the firm in Hastings, East 
Sussex, went under, Ford, who was 
struck off the solicitors roll by the Law 
Society, transferred his house, on 
which he spent £250,000 in improve¬ 
ments. to his wife’s name. Judge Croft 
said: “Transferring your house was 
quite obviously to cheat those from 
whom you stole ... You cheated 
everyone who came your way and you 
built a dunghill the better for you to 
crow upon. You cheated the dead." 

Ford’s co-accused, WDIiam Digby 
Bew, 33, who was found guilty on four 
charges of furnishing false informa¬ 
tion, was sentenced to 15 months in 
prison, suspended for one year. Judge 
Croft told Bew: “You were exposed to 
one of the most devious conmen I have 
ever come across.” 


Irish Steel 
deal approved 

Britain and Ireland last night 
struck agreement over the' 
rescue package for irish Steel 
after protracted clashes 
between the two countries and 
continuous high-level talks. 

At an EU Industry Council 
meeting. Britain agreed to 
back down and not exercise a 
veto to stop the Irish 
Government injecting £17 
million in state aid into its 
only steel plant. The cash was 
planned to smooth its sale to 
/SPAT, an Indian 
corporation. Britain was 
holding out, arguing that the 
aid would endanger jobs at 
British Steel plants in the UK. 
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Managers win Great Western and LTS auctions 


By Jonathan Prynn 

TRANSPORT CORRESPONDENT 

MANAGEMENT buyout teams 
from the Great Western and LTS 
Rail train franchises threw off the 
public-sector shackles of British Rail 
yesterday when they were awarded 
the right to operate their own 
privatised train services. 

Both teams won the auctions of 
the passenger franchises against stiff 
competition. They were the second 
and third franchises to be let under 
rail privatisation of the 25 that make 
up the BR passenger network. The 
first. South West Trains, was signed 
earlier in the weds. 

The successful private bidders will 


take over running of the services in 
the new year. 

Great Western, which operates 
Intercity services between Padding¬ 
ton station in London and the West 
country, the Cotswolds and South 
Wales, will receive an average of 
£448 million of subsidy a year over 
the seven to ten year life of the 
franchise. This compares with BR’s 
subsidy support for the franchise of 
£473 million in the current year. 

The management team at LTS 
Rail which operates commuter ser¬ 
vices in east London and south 
Essex, will be paid an average of 
£26.1 million by Roger Salmon, the 
franchising director, compared with 
the BR support of £28 million this 


year. The franchise will run for 
either seven or 15 years, depending 
on the level of new investment made 
by the franchise operators. 

The deals were both backed by 3i, 
with additional equity funding pro* 
vided for LTS Rail by the Gresham 
Trust venture capital firm and for 
Great Western by FizstBus, Britain's 
second biggest bus company. 

They involve an innovative fi¬ 
nance package reflecting the short 
life-spans of the franchises and the 
lack of assets owned by the private 
operators. Trains are leased from 
specialist rolling stock companies 
and the track and stations are owned 
by Rail trade. The deals involve the 
accumulation of ‘cash pools" from 


profits over the course of the fran¬ 
chises, which win be distributed to 
the equity participants once they 
have run their course. Management 
and employees, many of whom have 
made substantial personal contribu¬ 
tions to the financing, will effectively 
be endded to the cash that is left once 
their equity partners have taken 
their cut 

The leaders of both franchise 
teams said their liberation from the 
state sector would give them the 
freedom to introduce a wide range of 
innovations to improve their ser¬ 
vices. Brian Scott managing direc¬ 
tor of Great Western, which is 51 per 
cent owned by management and 
employees, promised that all exist- 


Small firms 

deny jobs 
will go from 
wage move 

By Phiup Bassett, industrial editor 


SMALL businesses do not 
believe that a statutory mini¬ 
mum wage would lead them 
to cut jobs — and more than 
half do not feel that a 
national minimum would 
have any effect on then- 
business. 

The findings of the latest 
survey among small firms by 
the Federation of Small Busi¬ 
ness. which also suggests 
that small companies are still 
suffering from what they see 
as the weak state of the 
economy, runs strongly 
counter to Government min¬ 
isters' claims that the Labour 
party’s plans for a national 
minimum wage will hit jobs. 

The Government insists 
that Labour's planned statu¬ 
tory minimum could lead to 
the loss of more than two 
million jobs as employees 
and unions use the establish¬ 
ment of a national minimum 
to restore pay differentials. 

Though Labour maintains 
that it will not set a mtninsum 
rate in advance of the general 
election and will only do so 
after consulting with indus¬ 
try. business organisations 
such as file Confederation of 
British Industry claim it 
could add up to £43 billion to 
industry’s costs. But in its 

Six join 
Lloyd’s 
as 2,067 
disappear 

By Sarah Bagnall 
ONLY six new individual 
names have signed to join 
Lloyd’s of London next 
year, compared with 2,067 
who have opted, or been 
forced, to pull out of un¬ 
derwriting in the insur¬ 
ance market, Lloyd's 
disclosed yesterday. 

Of the departures. 1,089 
names resigned, while the 
others were either names 
who did not have adequate 
funding to allow ihem to 
continue underwriting, 
names who decided not to 
underwrite this year and 
names who have died. 

The latest departures 
add to the flood of names 
who have left the market 
in the past eight years. The 
total number of individual 
names underwriting for 
1996 is 12.81 L wdl below 
the current year’s level of 
14884 and a far cry from 
the 32.433 Lloyd’s boasted 
at its peak in 1988. 

The drop in the number 
of individual names has 
resulted in a decline in 
funds made available to 
Lloyd’s to insure risks. 
Lloyd's capacity has fallen 
from £103 billion in 1995 
to £935 billion for next 
year. Of this, individual 
members have contributed 
£63 billion (£73 billion). 

The amount of capacity 
provided by corporate cap¬ 
ital names accounts for 31 
per cem, or £3 billion, of 
the market’s capacity in 
1996. compared with £2.4 
billion in 19*6 and is 
nearly double the level of 
1994 

Hie rise reflects the en¬ 
try of 25 new corporate 
members, which has 
swelled the number to 165. 

David Rowland, chair¬ 
man. said: The figures 
dearly demonstrate the re¬ 
silience and confidence of 
both the traditional mem¬ 
bership and the estab¬ 
lished and new corporate 
members. We take all this 
as a strong vote of confi¬ 
dence in Lloyd’s at a time 
| of radical change.” 

Agents at risk, page 29 


latest bi-monthly opinion sur¬ 
vey published today, the Fed¬ 
eration of Small Business 
suggests that the impact of a 
national minimum on small 
companies — which generate 
the majority of new jobs .— 
could be minimal. 

Fifty-three per cent of the 
sample of FSB members sur¬ 
veyed said a statutory mini¬ 
mum would have no effect on 
their businesses, though 38 
per cent said it would be likely 
to lead to them reducing the 
number of hours people 
worked. But only 8 per cent 
said that the introduction of a 
statutory minimum would 
force them to stop employing 
people altogether. 

Jacqueline Jeynes. FSB em¬ 
ployment affaire chairman, 
said: ‘We are not surprised 
that over 50 per cent of our 
members surveyed stated that 
a minimum wage would have 
no effect on their business, 
given the fact that many do not 
currently employ staff.” She 
said the issue of a statutory 
minimum “needs closer 
analysis." 

On the overall economy, the 
federation’s survey — taken 
before last week’s cut in inter¬ 
est rates — says small busi¬ 
nesses are continuing to suffer 
from the weak economy. 

Sixty-two per cent say that 
economic weakness is the 
main barrier to their growth. 
A fifth attribute the lack of 
growth to the poor availability 
of affordable finance, 16 per 
cent say that even if more 
finance were available, confi¬ 
dence is now so low that they 
would not want to expand 
their business. 

Ian Hanford. FSB national 
policy group chairman, says: 
“We have been warning about 
the weakness of the economy 
for some time and this 
month's cut in bank base 
rates, although welcome, will 
have no significant effect on 
the ’feel-good’ factor." 

He adds: “Our worry now is 
that 1996 will be another year 
of poor economic growth 
which will especially hit small 
businesses." 



Anthony Mason, William Rodgers and Paul Gregory with 3i’s Andrew Garside and Tun Simpson 

Big Green Parcel Machine 
unwrapped in £31m buyout 

By Martin Barrow, deputy business editor 


MANAGERS of Tuffnells Parcels Express, the 
parcel delivery company based in Sheffield, 
have acquired their company for nearly £31 
million. 

The buyout team is led by managing director 
Paul Gregory, a former solicitor who joined 
Tuffnells m 1985. He is supported by Anthony 
Mason, operations director, and William 
Rogers, finance director. The buyout vehicle 
has been named Big Green Parcel Machine. 

Tuffnells is being acquired from Transport 
Development Group (TDG) and Ducros Ser¬ 
vices Rapides, who each held a 50 per cent 
interest Funding for the buyout was jointly 
negotiated and arranged by 3i, the venture 


capital group, and Phildrew Ventures, which 
together provided almost £15 million of equity 
and mezzanine finance. 

TDG has subscribed £800.000 for a 5 per 
cent interest in Big Green. Under the joint 
ownership of TDG and Ducros Tuffnells has 
increased profits significantly. Last year, the 
business earned £3.81 million before tax. Net 
assets were £8.94 million at the end of last 
December. TDG will use the disposal proceeds 
to support the growth of continuing businesses 
in consumer and industrial logistics and hire. 
Last month, the company paid £6.4 million for 
LPH. a plant hire business, to strengthen Cox, 
its existing plant hire operation. 


PolyGram pays $62m for Da j^“ aU 
Samuel Goldwyn library pX 


POLYGRAM, the music and 
entertainment group that dis¬ 
mayed shareholders with a 
profit warning on Tuesday, 
yesterday announced the $62 
million purchase of the Samu¬ 
el Goldwyn film and television 
library. 

The library comprises more 
than S5Q theatrical films. In¬ 
cluding recent releases such as 
the Oscar-winning The Mad¬ 
ness of King George. Much 
Ado About Nothing and Hen¬ 
ry V. The library also holds a 


By Martin Barrow 

long-term licence, recently ex¬ 
tended. to 75 classic films, in¬ 
cluding Wuthering Heights, 
Guys and Dolls, and Best 
Yeans of Our Lives. PolyGram 
wili also own 700 episodes 
from television series ranging 
from the original Flipper to 
American Gladiators, a syn¬ 
dicated athletic competition. 

The acquisition does not in¬ 
dude Samuel Goldwyn’s other 
interests, which indude a chain 
of theatres, projects in develop¬ 
ment and domestic and foreign 


distribution operations. Sam¬ 
uel Goldwyn retains liability 
for its corporate debt 
The film and television li¬ 
brary will form part of 
PolyGram Filmed Entertain¬ 
ment which this year ac¬ 
quired ITC Entertainment 
Group’s film and television 
catalogue and worldwide tele¬ 
vision distribution operations. 
It also owns Interscope Com¬ 
munications, Island Pictures, 
Propaganda Films and UK- 
basal Working Title Films. 



The Madness of King George is among films in the library PolyGram has acquired 


By Our Crrv Staff 

DAILY MAIL & General 
Trust the newspaper group 
that has set up Hannsworth 
Broadcasting, has bought 
British Pa the from a private 
investor for an undisclosed 
sum. 

British Patbe owns the 
Pathe News archive, which 
contains almost 3,000 hours 
of old newsreel shot between 
1896 and 1970. British Pathe 
also supplies footage around 
the world, produces its own 
television and video pro¬ 
grammes and makes joint 
productions with the BBC. 

Sir David English, the 
chairman of Harrasworth 
Broadcasting, said: ‘1996 
marks the 100th birthday of 
the Daily Mail and the 100th 
birthday of British Pathe. 
Bringing these two organ¬ 
isations together for the next 
century is a further indica¬ 
tion of this newspaper 
group's deep commitment to 
the multimedia future.” 

Robert Jackson and Chris 
Davis, joint managing di¬ 
rectors of British Pathe. 
have renewed their service 
contracts and will expand 
the business with increased 
emphasis on international 
television production and 
video publishing- 

previous owners of foe 
Pathe library include Thom 
EMI and Alan Bond. 




ing tram services would continue to 
be operated through the course of 
the franchise with additional ser¬ 
vices planned., such as an hourly 
shuttle to Bristol and Cardiff 

Improvements on LTS Rail once 
dubbed the ‘misery line” because of 
its appalling record for delays and 
cancellations, wfll mainly centre on 
replacing its obsolete rolling stock. 

Three-quartos of its trains date 
back to the 1960s and will be 
replaced ‘in the soonest possible 
time.” said Chris KinchenrSinith, the 
managing director of foe manage¬ 
ment bid vehicle. Enterprise Raff 
He guaranteed that at least 95 per 
cent of the services run on the line by 
British Rail would continue. 


Britain’s 
non-EU 
trade gap 
halved 

By Janet Bush 

ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

BRITAIN'S trade deficit with 
countries outside the Euro¬ 
pean Union more than halved 
in November, reflecting 
record exports and a drop in 
imports. The deficit totalled 
£496 million, down from £1.18 
billion in October. 

The Central Statistical Of¬ 
fice said that half of the 
improvement was due to a 
one-off export of a warship to 
Saudi Arabia, but even foe 
underlying deficit dropped 
sharply. 

Stripping mu ofl and erratic 
items such as ships, the short¬ 
fall dropped to £525 million 
from £982 million in October. 

Exports jumped to a record 
high of £5.78 billion, a 9 per 
cent rise from foe previous 
month, while imports fell 3 per 
cent to £6.27 billion. 

Adam Cole, of James Capel, 
said that foe fall in imports 
suggested that manufacturers 
are no long building up stock 
levels, a massive phenomenon 
through ourthe year so far. 

Other figures yesterday 
showed that, outside foe mort¬ 
gage sector, bank lending was 
depressed. The British Bank¬ 
ers Association said that bank 
lending to the private sector 
increased by only £680 mil¬ 
lion, well down on the October 
figure of £2.1 billion and an 
average of £1.75 billion in the 
last sue months. 

In addition. Bank of Eng-, 
land figures showed that M4 
lending was subdued at £3.4 
billion, down from £5.4 billion 
in October. 

Despite this weak figure, 
total M4 money supply in¬ 
creased at an annual rate of 
93 per cent in November, up 
from 8.7 per cent in October 
and above the Government’s 3 
to 9 per cent monitoring 
range. 

Analysts said that this was 
largely because the Bank was 
behind in its funding of the 
public sector borrowing re¬ 
quirement (which boosts M4) 
and that this should be 
temporary. 

They said that this factor 
should not deter more rate 
cuts in the spring if the 
economy continues to be 
weak. 

The economic data left the 
gilts market unmoved. A re¬ 
covery in US Treasury bonds 
later helped the March gilt 
future to rise 7 32 to 110. 


for extensive testing 

which sets power prices and 
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fooseSuntered in 1994”.With the i^a torsoon tondeon 
how the costs of the new trading systems wiU be 
the Pool said the bill will be at least £320 million. Elecmaty 
companies are lobbying that they should not have to bear the 

cost 

Hoechst to cut 8,000jobs 

HOECHST. the German chemicals company, plans a reor¬ 
ganisation and consolidation of its global ^ pLtarrnai^jtu^i 
business. Hoechst Marion Roussel, with foe loss of S.000jobs 
and the closure of more than half of its 77 drug lactones, in¬ 
cluding five plants in North America. A research faculty m 
Swindon will also be closed. The action will cost $800 million. 
About 1,400jobs will go in Germany. The company expects to 
save $800 million annually from 1997 through the integration 
of marketing, administration, research ana production. 

BCCI compensation 

A LUXEMBOURG court has given its approval to a $1.8 
billion compensation payment to the creditors of the 
collapsed Bank erf Credit and Commerce International 
(BCCI). removing the final hurdle and allowing a first 
payment to be made in the first half of next year. An 
estimated 100.000 creditors worldwide, 35,000 of them in the 
UK, hope to receive a payment of at least 20p in foe pound in 
May or June next year. It will be the first payment since BCCI 
was closed by international banking regulators in July 1991. 

Co-operative expands 

THE Co-operative Bank is creating 425 jobs with the 
opening of a second telephone banking centre. It will be 
based at The Pyramid in Stockport a landmark office 
building south of Manchester. The Co-op’s Armchair 
Banking service is already foe UK’s largest phone banking 
operation and the new centre is to cope with increasing 
demand Terry Thomas, managing director, said: ‘We will 
take six million incoming calls this year and predict that this 
number will more than double in the next four years.” 

USDC cash incentive 

USDG the £100 million international capital growth 
investment trust managed by GT. is to offer its major 
shareholders a cash incentive to back a reorganisation plan 
after a prolonged period of underperformance. Bom out of 
the old US Debenture Corporation trust which was partially 
unhised in 1988, USDC is to change its investment strategy to 
create a new UK income growth investment trust and double 
the yield at a stroke. The stock market reacted favourably and 
marked the shares up I4p to 267p. 

Rodime in debt talks 

RODIME. the London-listed American disk drive company 
with manufacturing facilities in Scotland, has entered talks 
with bankers aimed at restructuring its share capital and 
debts. The move follows a US court defeat in September for 
Rodime’s patent claim against Quantum, a rival disk drive 
maker, which jeopardised future revenue. Yesterday, the 
company reported a pre-tax loss of $412 million for foe year to 
September 30. against a $7 million loss previously. Losses per 
share were 3.14 cents (5.04 cents). There is again no dividend. 

CALA issues warning 

SHARES in CALA fell 24p to 87p after the housebuilder 
warned investors that profits for the year to June 301996would 
not meet expectations. Sales reservations were low, particular¬ 
ly in the South East, and the company was obliged to make 
greater use of sales incentives and price reductions, which had 
an adverse impact on margins. The board’s best estimate was 
thatprofits would be little changed from last year's level of £4.1 
million before tax and an exceptional land sale profit Directors 
expect to maintain the total dividend at 32p, 


Clinton vetoes 
proportional 
liability law 


By Robert Bruce 

BILL CLINTON stunned the 
American accounting profes¬ 
sion by failing to support 
proposed legislation which 
would have enshrined the 
principle of proportional 
i lability. 

Despite signs that he would 
be supportive of foe Bill, 
which aimed to outlaw foe 
practice of "frivolous" law¬ 
suits, President Clinton vetoed 
the legislation. 

Mike Cook, chairman of 
Deioitte & Touche, said he was 
“very disappointed” at the 
decision. He called the move 
‘misguided” and said that US 
accounting firms would do all 
they could to override the veto 
in the next few days. 

The legislation would have 
brought to an end the practice, 
seen as endemic in America, of 
lawyers taking out "strike 
suits" against growing com¬ 
panies which falter. Com¬ 
panies are then urged to 
provide a swift payout to the 
professional plaintiffs rather 
than face the ruinous cost of 
going to court. The US accoun¬ 
tancy profession has fought 
hard to change the law so that 
in any action, the accountants 
bear proportional liability for 


T. 



Chief of Kay’s 

Food quits 

CHRIS BALL has resigned as 
thief executive of Kay's Food 
Group, one of the crop of new- 
issue disasters of last year. Mr 
Ball’s departure comes ten 
months after he was brought 
in to help restore the flagging 
fortunes of foe cooked meals 
and catering group. 

Mr Ball, who was chief 
executive at Hazlewood 
Foods until last year, stays on 
the Kay’s board as non¬ 
executive chairman. The com¬ 
pany said his resignation 
followed foe sale of the meat 
processing operation. The 
shares stayed at 1*2 p. 



Clinton: surprise decision 

also have had a knock-on 
effect in the UK. where a 
commission has been set up to 
look into the possibility of 
changing accountants’ liabil¬ 
ity from foe current joint and 
several basis to that of propor¬ 
tional liability. That process is 
estimated to take at least five 
years. 

In America, foe President’s 
actions are certain to further 
alienate the US accounting 
profession. Mr Cook said: 
“Maybe we should be fighting 
for a Republican president, 
who would be more 


AustralaS_ 

JuaWaSch „ 

gSQiumFf_ 

Canadas_ 


Rntand MXk „ 
ftwca Fr 
Germany Dm . 

QreecaDr_ 

Hong Kona S 

Ireland ft_ 

ferae) S»*_ 
IfcjY Lira — 
Japan Yen 

Mate_ 

NeBwrtds Gtd 
-New Zealand $ 

Norway Kr_ 

Portugal Esc _ 
S Africa Rd_ 


■ Tli'lin n I I 1 Bi II l| I Mi I 


Bank 

Sank _ - 

Buys 

Salto 

2.17 

sun 

1036 

. 15.16 

48.68 

4439 

2-220 

2X560 

0.746 

0.891 

833 

&43 

7.26 

6.63 

&JQ4 

739 

aaa 

2.17 

388.00 

363X50 

1264 

11.54 

1.02 

' 0.94 

52200 

45700 

2555X50 

2410.00 , 

mao 

156-30 

0682 

0.537 

2344 

2414 - 

£50 

10A1 

2-28! ;; 

. 9l81 

244X50 

22530 

ref. 

639. 

.19550 

182-5D-V 7 

10X55 

- 10X55 ' 

1 SB . 

1.79 

refer 

83647JO 

1.636 

1-506 . 


bearing the whole burden 
regardless of wrongdoing. 
The proposed law would 
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□ Backing both ends of the Forte bid □ British Steel down home in Alabama □ No question of delay for unit trusts 


□ THERE is a long and honour¬ 
able tradition in die City of 
stitching up both sides of a 
takeover bid. But no one is quite 
sure just what Carol Galley at 
Mercury Asset Management is 
up to at Forte/Granada. 

MAM, with just short of 14 per 
cent of both companies, was 
always going to be a key player. 
The normal way of playing both 
sides off against each other is to 
buy the target, on the assump¬ 
tion of a higher offer, while going 
short in the bidder and so 
making a turn on any further 
falls as the need to thrash around 
for further cash and underwrit¬ 
ing forces the price lower. 

But MAM has been buying 
small amounts of both com¬ 
panies. Some of this has been by 
various independent funds 
under the Mercury umbrella, 
acting on their own, but there is a 
suspicion of a concerted policy. 

Conspiracy theorists have it 
that MAM, while quite naturally 
buying Forte on hopes of a 
higher offer, is trying to support 
Granada’s share price ana so 
lend encouragement to just such 
a move — the lower Granada's 
shares fall, and they have al¬ 
ready slumped from £7 to 630p, 
the more difficult this becomes. 

Probably noL MAM will bene¬ 
fit if Granada fails to bid higher 
and so loses, which it almost 
certainly would, because the 
shares would rebound by as 


MAM’s tricky double act 


much as a pound. Not only 
would towering debt and the 
uncertainty over whether Gerry 
Robinson can run die enlarged 
group go away, there have been 
other encouraging developments 
for Granada, such as last week's 
change in media ownership 
rules, that have been missed. 

Unfortunately, received wis¬ 
dom has it, MAM's gains would 
be matched by a collapse in the 
Forte share price. But again, 
probably not. Forte has made a 
sufficiently good fist of showing 
how greatly improved things 
would be in future — out of the 
Savoy, yesterday’s disposal on 
admittedly lousy terms of the 
woefully underperforming 
Travelodge business — that die 
price fall might not be that steep. 

The betting still remains that 
Granada will come back with a 
higher offer by the January 9 
deadline. It will then be down to 
the institutions — and the weird 
and wonderful Council of Forte. 

One of the founding principles 
of the Council was the further¬ 
ance of temperance, since sen¬ 
sibly dropped in favour of 
looking after the investors. It is 
now an apparently random 


selection of nobs and would seem 
to have as much to do with 
modem corporate governance as 
Albert Roux does with a Wel¬ 
come Break motorway caff — bur 
then, look at Mr Roux’s 'latest 
little earner. 

The High Court judgment 
allows the Council, which has yet 
to show its hand, to block even a 
higher bid. The way would then 
be open for the mother and 
father of all commercial legal 
actions, to the delectation of 
lawyers up and down the land. 
But it would not be in the 
interests of shareholders, and 
one hopes the Council will view 
any higher offer on its merits. 

The price 
of steel 

□ BRITISH STEEL has been 
doing its best to force the Irish 
steel industry out of business, at 
the cost of jobs in rural Ireland, 
because state aid is wrong. Can 
this be the same British Steel 
now helping build a new plant in 
Alabama with the help of $250 
million of soft State loans and 
further tax breaks? 


PENNINGTON 



Strange to say, it is. This might 
be pragmatic, taking advantage 
of whatever is on offer in the 
States while ensuring a compet¬ 
itive market closer to home. 
Alternatively, it might look like 
corporate hypocrisy. It depends 
if you are a shareholder in 
British Steel, a soon-to-be-un- 
emplqyed Irish steel worker, or 
one in America facing the same 
fate once the plant in Decatur. 
Alabama, is open. 

British Steel is a quarter of a 
consortium along with 
Sumitomo of Japan and local 
partner LTV. Critics of the plant 
say 4.000 jobs in Cleveland. 
Ohio, will go if it is built. 

This oddly mirrors British 
Steel’s own complaints about 
Irish government aid for the 


Haulbowline plant in Co Cork 
currently being bought by an 
Indian company. The Indians 
insist that deal needs £17 million 
of state loans written off and 
another £10 million provided, 
which suggests they have learnt 
a few negotiating tips from the 
Koreans/ British Steel had 
claimed this would jeopardise up 
to 1,000 jobs in the UK. 

A transcript of a hearing into 
the consortium’s plans in Ala¬ 
bama makes fascinating read¬ 
ing, not least because of the 
obvious discomfiture of its chief 
executive over the matter of state 
aid. Any comment on a widely- 
circulated figure of $85 million in 
tax breaks would be premature 
until future profits from the plant 
are known, he says. 

There will be a maximum of 
$250 million in the form of bond 
financing from the Industrial 
Development Board of Decatur, 
Alabama. But it will have to be 
paid back, of course — by the 
plant once h is operating, not by 
any of the partners. 

British Steel makes the point 
that the Irish aid is illegal under 
European legislation, while the 
Alabama incentives are avail¬ 


able ro all potential investors. 
True; but it is not a distinction 
that will mean much to those 
unemployed steel workers. 

A matter 
of trusts 

□ THE rearguard action by the 
Association of Investment Trust 
Companies in seeking a delay on 
the introduction of new cash and 
cost disclosure rules is a dis¬ 
service to the millions of inves¬ 
tors who have backed the sector 
with their money. 

No one ever suggested that 
introducing the key disclosure 
rules was going to be a picnic. 
Just ask the life offices and 
independent financial advisers 
who have had to jump through 
far more onerous disclosure 
hoops. The AITC was given an 
indication of the way in which 
the Personal Investment Au¬ 
thority was minded to act back in 
October 1994. 

Its co n cer n s were duly noted 
and some alterations to the 
proposed rules were made. The 
genuine trusts have nothing to 
tear from the new disclosure 


RTZ clears final 
hurdle to clinch 
mining merger 

By Colin Campbell and Rachel Bridge 


THE world's biggest mining 
group — the union of RTZ and 
CRA — was bom yesterday 
after shareholders in both 
groups and on opposite sides 
of the world voted overwhelm¬ 
ingly in favour of uniting their 
two businesses. 

The proposed merger yes- 
s' terday of CRA in Aus tralia 
r with its British parent, RTZ, 
had been threatened by hur¬ 
dles placed in its path by the 
Australian '■ Government.^- 
However, at the eleventh 
hour, the Australian authori¬ 
ties agreed to lift the two 
conditions it had imposed on 
the deaL 

Sir Derek Birkin, RTZ 
chairman, welcomed the 
shareholders’ derision, say¬ 
ing: “We are delighted that 


both RTZ and CRA sharehold¬ 
ers have grasped the opportu¬ 
nity to participate together in a 
global enterprise with en¬ 
hanced potential for profitable 
growth." 

John Uhrig, CRA chairman, 
said: “The merger provides a 
platform for fast-track growth 
internationally. Our share¬ 
holders are gaining an interest 
in a mining group with diver¬ 
sified .-global assets and a 
weU-balanced commodity 
portfolio." 

Ahnbst 99 per cent of the 
votes cast by shareholders in 
Australia supported the A$27 
billion merger with RTZ. 
which will create the largest 
mining company in the world. 

In what is being seen as a 
major triumph for RTZ. Ralph 


Inchcape stands by 
flotation plans 
for Bain Hogg 

By PatriciaTehan, banking correspondent 


INCHCAPE has acted to 
remove uncertainty over its 
plans for Bain Hogg, its 
international insurance 
broking arm. It says h 
remains committed to a Do¬ 
tation “in due course". 

The statement followed 
speculation that it had re¬ 
ceived approaches from Aon, 
Alexander ft Alexander and 
a management buyout team. 

However, a spokesman 
for the company, chaired by 
Sir David Plastow, said a 
stock market listing was still 
IS months to two years away. 
He said: “It really depends 
on market conditions at the 
time. At the moment stock 
market ratings for insurance 
brokers are on the depressed 
side and sentiment would 
have to change." 

He said that Inchcape had 
received “less than five" of¬ 
fers, but the prices were not 
right. The spokesman added 
that Bain Hogg, which was 
created by the merger of 
Hogg Group with Bain 
Clarkson in April 1994, was 
performing wdL He said: 
“We are pleased with the 
way that the merger has 
gone and delighted with the 
way management is running 
the business." 

Inchcape paid £176.6 mil¬ 


lion for Hogg Group last 
year. Chris Hitchings, insur¬ 
ance analyst at UBS, said 
that since then, the value of 
insurance brokers has fallen 
as the market has taken the 
view that the pick-up in 
insurance premiums is some 
way off. 

He said the market value 
of Bain Hogg would be 
around £170 million to £200 
million. This compares with 
£350 million to £400 million 
that Inchcape is rumoured to 
have been seeking for the 
business. 



Plastow: speculation 


Willis. Federal Treasurer, 
agreed to drop his demands 
that at least one third of the 
board of the merged group be 
Australian and that CRA be 
given control of the merged 
group’s Latin American oper¬ 
ations. In return, RTZ has 
agreed to reduce its stake in 
CRA from 49per cent to 39 per 
cent over the next ten years. 

Mr Willis said: “The agree¬ 
ment will ensure that CRA 
remains Australian and 
achieves its full potential as a 
world class mining house. The 
(Australian) Government 
places significant importance 
on the wider involvement in 
world economic activity of Aus¬ 
tralia^ mining companies.” 

However, Australian min¬ 
ing analysts pointed out that 
RTZ had always intended to 
reduce its stake in CRA over 
the next few years through 
equity raisings to fund future 
acquisitions. 

David Walker, director of 
stockbrokers ABN Amro in 
Melbourne, said: “The Gov¬ 
ernment thinks they’ve done a 
good deal, but they haven't 
understood what they have 
done. They think they have 
maintained their rage and 
have given the appearance of 
holding on to the farm. In 
reality, they have pl ayed right 
into RTZ’s hands. RTZ has 
made it dear that it is looking 
to take advantage of opportu¬ 
nities in the region, and CRA 
shares are undoubtedly going 
to be the currency of any 
acquisition." 

A spokesman for CRA said: 
“We appreciate the construc¬ 
tive flexibility that the Govern¬ 
ment has shown. It is an 
agreement that both RTZ and 
CRA are happy with." 

Mr Uhrig, who will become 
deputy chairman of RTZ, said: 
“Fir from confusing share¬ 
holders by the novelty of the 
dual-listed company concept 
in Australia, the global 
breadth and logic of CRA 
uniting with RTZ seems to 
have captured the imagina¬ 
tion of our shareholders.'* 

Under the proposed dual- 
listed companies structure. 
RTZ and CRA will retain their 
separate shareholders and ex¬ 
isting share listings but will 
combine their businesses into 
one international enterprise 
with common boards and 
unified management 

CRA’s shares ended the day 
up 38 cents at A&21.70 on the 
Australia n Stoc k Exchange. In 
London, RTZ shares were 
unchanged at 930p. 






Peter Wiegand said the group intended to expand its product range to reduce its exposure to weather changes 


Claremont 

trims 

forecast 

By Sarah Bagnall 

CLAREMONT GARM ENTS, 
the clothing manufacturer, 
yesterday followed in the foot¬ 
steps of two if its larger rivals 
by reining in market expecta¬ 
tions of its foil-year profits. 

The clothing manufacturer 
of Peterlee, County Durham, 
supplies more than 90 per cent 
of its output to Marts and 
Spencer. It said full-year prof¬ 
its were expected to be similar 
to last year’s level of £15 
million. The news prompted 
analysts to cut their forecasts 
from about £17 million. 

The shares, which have 
fallen in the past few months, 
remained unchanged at 270p. 
Peter Wiegand. chairman, 
said profits had been hit by a 
combination of “the mild au¬ 
tumn weather and fragile 
consumer confidence". 

The extremely mild autumn 
affected sales of wool coals, of 
which Claremont is the big¬ 
gest supplier. Mr Wiegand 
said that, in order to reduce 
the group’s exposure to wea¬ 
ther changes, it intended to 
expand its product range. “We 
want to make raincoats as well 
as wool coats, for example," he 
said. The process of moving 
into new lines, such as supply¬ 
ing M&S with dressing 
gowns, nighties and girls' 
casual wear, had already 
started, he added. _ 

Tempos, page 28 


Investment trusts lose battle 
to delay disclosure rules 


A LEADING City watchdog 
has refused to grant the £50 
billion investment trust move¬ 
ment a delay in introducing 
key cash disdosure rules for 
investors (see Pennington, this 
page). 

The Association of Invest¬ 
ment Trust Companies 
(AITC), whose 315 member 
trusts account for more than 
90 per cert of the sector, has 
applied for a six-month delay 
in implementing the disclo¬ 
sure rules which are due to be 
published next month and 
take effect from July 1. 

The AITC wants the en¬ 
forcement date for the new 
rules, which are similar to 
those in force for life and 
pensions policies and show in 
cash terms how much of each 
investment is swallowed up in 
commission and other costs, to 
be put back to January 1.1997. 

The Personal Investment 
Authority, the regulator for 
firms that sell direct to the 
public. insists that the invest¬ 
ment trust industry has been 
aware of the new disclosure 
rules since the first discussion 
document was published in 
October 1994. A senior P1A 
source indicated last night 
that it would not back down 
and that investment trusts 
must obey the new rules. 

Ernest Fenton, director-gen¬ 
eral of the AITC. said: “We 
have no problem with the 


By Robert Miller 

rules but it seems a bit crazy 
and unreasonable to introduce 
them in such a hurry. A lot of 
work still needs to be done." 
The Association of Unit Trusts 
and Investment Flinds said it 
had no problem with the new 
disdosure rules nor the PA’S 
timetable. 

Investment trusts have al¬ 


ways used their low-cost 
charging structure as a mar¬ 
keting tool and this is true of 
many of the old traditonal 
trusts such as Foreign & 
Colonial. However, many new 
launches in recent years have 
introduced complicated share 
structures and used huge mar¬ 
keting budgets. 


regime. But in recent years many 
new investment groups have 
created highly complex and 
expensive snare structures and 
marketed these newcomers at 
huge expense. 

These costs, which sharehold¬ 
ers have to bear at the end of the 
day, have not always been re¬ 
vealed. The PA is right to stand 
up for the entitlement of private 
investors to know how much the 
company in which they put their 
hard-earned cash is keeping for 
itself and how much is being 
invested in the underlying trust. 

Indeed the watchdog 'should 
go further, by making an exam¬ 
ple of those trusts mat do not 
comply with the PA timetable. 

Water pressure 

□ HAD lan Byatt’s splendid 
proposals for huge fines on those 
water companies failing to pro¬ 
vide the stuff been in place last 
year, they would have cost one of 
tiie most culpable, Yorkshire 
Water — well, precisely nothing, 
claims the company. In truth, 
there would be compensation for 
low pressure and for business 
users. The effects on the in¬ 
dustry, however, would be lim¬ 
ited. But note how Professor 
Byatr has slipped in one of his 
ideas fixes, metering. All must 
suffer "hosepipe bans—except for 
metered households prepared to 
pay for the extra water. 


US allows 
Glaxo 
to sell 
Zantac 75 

By Eric Reguly 

GLAXO WELLCOME has 
won regulatory approval in 
America to sell an over-the- 
counter version of Zantac, the 
ulcer treatment that has been 
the world's best-selling pre¬ 
scription medicine since the 
late 1980s. 

The introduction of Zantac 
75. as it is called, will open up 
a new market for Glaxo. The 
company estimates that the 
US sales of over-the-counter 
treatments for heartburn, add 
indigestion and the like are 
dose to $15 billion a year. 
.Glaxo shares surged after the 
announcement, then settled 
back to dose at 8S6p. up 6p. 

Glaxo will sell Zantac 75 
through its joint venture with 
Warner-Lambert, the Ameri¬ 
can drugs group. The two 
companies will share the prof¬ 
its and any further develop¬ 
ment costs equally. Glaxo will 
also receive a sales royalty. 

Glaxo and Warner-Lambert 
said they expect Zantac 75 to 
be as successful in America as 
it has been in Britain, where it 
has captured about half the 
market for non-prescription 
ulcer treatments since March. 
Tagamet, produced by Smith- 
Kin e Beech am. is one of 
Zantac 75's main competitors. 

Zantac 75 has the same 
make-up as Zantac, but is sold 
in lower doses. In the US, its 
introduction will be accompa¬ 
nied by national radio, tele¬ 
vision and print campaigns. 

In another development, 
Glaxo has received regulatory 
clearance in the US market 
Nimbex, an agent used in 
general anaesthesia. 


BAT embroiled in $lbn lawsuit 


From Richard Thomson 

IN NEW YORK 

THE state of Massachusetts has 
launched a $1 billion lawsuit against 
BAT Industries and Brown ft Wil¬ 
liamson, its US-subsidiary, as well as 
several other leading tobacco groups 
in a rfaim to cover the medical costs of 
treating smokers. 

Hie suit is a further blow to the US. 
tobacco industry, which is being hit by 
legal disputes with government agen¬ 
cies, the media and uxfivjdiials. Four 
other states have launched similar 
actions against the companies, which 
include Ptplip Morris. RJ Reynolds, 


Loriliard Tobacco and Liggett Group. 
With the latest suit, the tobacco 
industry now faces chums from state 
governments and individuals running 
into several billions of dollars. Al¬ 
though it is fighting back with 
counter-suits, insiders believe that 
substantial payments in out-ofcourt 
settlements are likely. 

The growing wave of criticism has 
also led the Food and Drug Adminis¬ 
tration to press for the regulation of 
cigarettes as drugs, a move the tobacco 
. companies are fighting tooth and naff 

Massachusetts claims to spend 
about $200 million a year of taxpayers' 
money on treating tobacco-related 


health problems. It also accuses the 
companies of misleading the public by 
denying that cigarettes cause cancer 
and are addictive and by denying that 
they manipulate nicotine levels in 
cigarettes. These daims are particular¬ 
ly damaging to Brown ft Williamson, 
which is currently involved in a high- 
profile court case after allegations by a 
former executive that ft suppressed 
research showing the harmful effects 
of tobacco. 

The company has managed to stop a 
television documentary in which Jef¬ 
frey Wigand, former vice-president for 
research, allegedly claimed that B&W 
abandoned plans to develop a safe 


cigarette. He is also understood to 
have accused the company of sup¬ 
pressing information about the 
addictiveness of tobacco. 

B&W is suing Mr Wigand for 
breaking a confidentiality agreement, 
but it and other companies are bracing 
themselves for further embarrassing 
evidence likely to be put forward by 
Mr Wigand in court He is appearing 
as a witness in several of the cases 
being brought by states.. 

Philip Morris is also embroiled in a 
dispute over a leaked report by a 
senior executive that likens nicotine to 
a drug and describes cigarettes as a 
“nicotine delivery system”. 


Bank of Scotland 
Mortgages Direct 

NOTICE OF INTEREST RATE VARIATION 

The following rates for mortgages provided by 
Bank of Scotland, Mortgages Direct will apply as 
from 20th December 1995 for loans not yet drawn and 
from 1st February 1996 for existing borrowers. 

Bank of Scotland. 

Mortgages Direct Variable Rate 
7.99% per annu m. 

Bank of Scotland 

Mortgages Direct Preferential Rate 
6.99% per annum. 
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Shares power back 
above 3,600 mark 


A STRONG recovery m New 
York combined with bid spec¬ 
ulation and healthy rises for 
selective stocks helped shares 
in London to power back 
above the 3,600 level. 

Equities started on a firmer 
footing after an overnight 
recovery on Wail Street in the 
wake of the US Federal Re- 
sene's move to cut the Fed 
funds rate by a quarter point. 
A mixed set of domestic eco¬ 
nomic data had little impact 
on shares, but Wall Street's 
strong stan and optimism that 
a resolution to the US Budget 
impasse is nearer further bol¬ 
stered sentiment in late 
London trade. 

The FTSE 100 index ended 
near its best levels, rising 36.8 
points to 3,613.7. Volume, 
boosted by speculative buying 
and end of year book-squaring, 
reached 804 million shares. 

British Gas continued its 
recovery’, advancing another 
lObp to 250p. on heavy vol¬ 
ume of 36 million shares, 
giving a two-day gain of 21 p. 
as the cold spell and a high gas 
price in America combined 
with renewed speculation 
about a possible bid from 
Shell, up lip at 845p. or BP, 
lOp stronger at 529p. 

In contrast to Tuesday, 
international doliar-related 
stocks were back in favour, 
with ICI up 25p to 758p. GEC 
llbtp stronger to 328and 
General Accident, additional¬ 
ly boosted by a recovery in US 
bonds, rising 28p to 6 Slp. 
American support and a Leh¬ 
man Brothers' recommenda¬ 
tion helped Vodafone Group 
add HSfep to 223"2p. making it 
the day's best-performing 
FTSE stock as volume reached 
9.9 million shares. 

The pharmaceutical sector 
was also in the spotlight. 
Glaxo Wellcome rose to 899p, 
before settling at 886 p, up Sp, 
on volume of 6.81 million 
shares, after it received 
appoval from the US Food and 
Drug Administration for an. 
over-the-counter version of 
Zantac, its ulcer treatment. 

Zantac is already die 
group’s best selling prescrip¬ 
tion medicine, but analysts 
expected the news and will not 
be changing their forecasts. 

They expect Glaxo to en¬ 
counter some competition in 
the US from Merk's Pepcid 
and SmithKIine Beecham's 
Tagamet, the first two OTC 
heartburn drugs that were 
introduced into the US market 
earlier this year. Glaxo 
Wellcome also received FDA 
clearance to market Nimbex. 







The pharmaceutical sector was in the spotlight yesterday 


Elsewhere in the sector, 
SmithKIine Beecham added 
7p to 671p and Zeneca 4p to 
n 7-7-2, while Ana gen. the 
automated immunoassay sys¬ 
tems specialist, jumped 19p to 
7bp after the FDA granted 
clearance for a new assay to 
measure testosterone. 

National Power, which 
completed an earnings en¬ 
hancing share buyback on 


the bus company, advanced 
22p to 315p as it continued to 
celebrate winning the South 
West trains franchise. Rich¬ 
ard Hannah, of UBS, has 
reiterated his buy recommen¬ 
dation and upgraded his pre¬ 
tax profits forecast by an 
underlying £8 million, includ¬ 
ing a E7 million restructuring 
provision, to £55 million for 
the year to April 1997. The 


Shares in Vaux Group, the north-east England brewing to 
Swallow Hotels and nursing homes group, rose 4p to 257p on 
market whispers that Wolverhampton & Dudley. 5p firmer at 
582p. or Bass. 7fep stronger at 700p. may be interested in the 
company, which is presently capitalised at about £360 million. 


Tuesday, was squeezed 18p 
higher to 447p, while demand 
for the partly-paid shares saw 
them add 14p to 154p. 
PowerGen gained 6 p to 520p 
in the hope that it may follow a 
similar course. 

British Airways climbed 4p 
to 467p, buoyed after USAir, 
its US associate, told analysts 
that its 1995 earnings were 
likely to exceed the high end of 
current forecasts. Stagecoach. 


following year’s profit esti¬ 
mate is raised by an underly¬ 
ing £16 million to £75 million. 

A stock overhang, said to 
involve 10 million snares, saw 
Tesco slide S^p to 2854 p, on 
volume of 13.7 million shares, 
but Asda Group rose 4Ap to 
I094p. on volume of 165 
million shares as some size¬ 
able buyers emerged. 

Among banks. SBC sell 
advice saw Barclays fall 9p to 


STAGECOACH: PROFIT 
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FRANCHISE WIN 
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742p. while SBC buy advice 
helped NatWest firm 3p to 
652p. HSBC which owns 
Midland, added 174 p to 
9984 p after overnight rises on 
the Hong Kong market. 

BAT Industries gained lOp 
to 554p in spite of news that 
BAT and Brown & William¬ 
son. its US subsidiary, are 
. among six tobacco industry 
giants targeted in a $1 billion 
lawsuit filed by Massachu¬ 
setts state government 

Enterprise Oil was Up 
higher to 3S9p on news of a 
significant oil discovery in the 
Danish sector of the North 
Sea. It said preliminary esti¬ 
mates indicated this might be 
the largest Danish oil find 
since the Skjold field in 1977. 

It was the rum of Cala, the 
housebuilding and commer¬ 
cial property group, to issue a 
•profits warning. The shares 
fell 24p to 87p as analysts 
downgraded their forecasts 
after Cala said that a weak 
housing market would hit 
profits. Credit Lyonnais Laing 
cut its profit forecast for the 
year to June 1996 from £7 
million to £4.1 million. 

Caverdale Group, the mo¬ 
tor dealer, eased l «pto 114pin 
spite of stake-building by 
Murmoom Investments, a 
company controlled by Abdul¬ 
lah Hass an al-Rostamani and 
Abdul Wahed al-Rostamani. 
two brothers who have motor 
and banking interests in the 
United Arab Emirates. In a 
move that raised £ 1.68 million 
for Caverdale, the brothers 
acquired 12 million shares at 
14p, lifting their stake to 95 
per cent 

Crown Products Group, 
the leisure products company, 
had a good first day after 
relisting on the Alternative 
Investment Market following 
the completion of two acquisi¬ 
tions and a private placing. 
The shares ended at 57p. 
compared with a pre-suspen¬ 
sion price of 45p. 

D GILT-EDGED: The mar¬ 
ket foiled to hold on to early 
gains inspired by a rise in US 
Treasuries after the cut in 
American rates. The March 
long gilt future ended seven 
ticks higher at £ 110 . on volume 
of 27,000 contracts traded. 
Among conventional stocks, 
shorts gained about E‘». while 
longer-dated issues rose by up 
to £‘« and index-linked by up 
toEV 

□ NEW YORK: WaU Street 
shares remained buoyed at 
midday by the rate cut The 
Dow Jones industrial average 
rose 27.S2 points to 5,137.71. 
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Buses make good trains 


EVERY little boy wants to own a railway, but 
few dads were prepared to pay for such a costly 
toy. As with all foe privatisations deemed to be 
“difficult" to sell, the Government has played it 
safe Raring a dearth of plausible candidates 
and an embarrassing defeat, the franchise 
director has given the. new operators every 
financial reason to invest 

There are no precedents on which to value 
such a business, but, on the basis of some bare 
figures issued yesterday. Stagecoach has 
snapped up another cash-generative opera¬ 
tion that could make a very handsome profit 
in a couple of years. 

For the private sector, foe key attraction of 
owning a passenger rail franchise is to get your 
hands on the cash flow. Much of that comes as 
pre-payments for season tickets, and analysts 
reckon that Stagecoach will inherit some £48 


million of cash when it takes over 
Wes? Trains (SWT) franchise * 

s"*rcL%“cS-; 

tiSTwhich is spending nulli “ 1 S? ^ 
rolline stock. Stagecoach has made few 

rolmmtmenis to invest in die infrasmidMjrf 

♦bp network. A guaranteed income from a 

forels and a £55 million subsidy from foe. 
Government all add up ra 
flow. Stagecoach should also make a profit hr 
cutting costs and manipulating foe fare 
Only 47%%* of mnta. 
SWT will be regulated. There are forep 8 **®®* 
a £12million contribution from SWTuxI99& 
and. on foe figures released yestentoy. foe- 
main risk will be Ubour Pany ire that the 

franchisees were given a free nde. -. 


Hanson 

HANSON promised £2 bil¬ 
lion of disposals within a 
year when il reported its full- 
year figures earlier this 
month. Lo and behold, the 
conglomerate yesterday an¬ 
nounced plans to sell 
Cavenham Forest Industries 
and float a majority stake in 
Suburban Propane, with 
estimates that both transac¬ 
tions will yield £15 billion. 
Add to that the sale of the 
National Grid stake and 
Hanson will have bagged its 
£2 billion. 

Hanson has a good record 
in achieving disposal objec¬ 
tives. but it may have a 
struggle achieving the full 
target proceeds. 

The sale of ' Cavenham 
could potentially be more 
difficult A buyer for the 
entire 1.75 million acres of 
forest is unlikely and Han¬ 
son will probably sell the 


business piecemeal to neigh¬ 
bouring competitors seeking 
to expand (heir holdings. 
Unfortunately for Hanson, 
timber prices have eased 
after two years of sharp 
increases, with a 14 per cent 
fall in southern lumber. 

The market is unlikely to 
give Hanson any reward for 
spinning a mature distribu¬ 
tion operation and selling a 


natural resource industry off 

the peak of its cyd& After the 

disposals Hanson will be left 
with a chemical busines s on . 
a downward trend, some 
mature consumer businesses 
and coal and electricity.- US 
investors have been buying 
Hanson, attracted by tftev 
yield of almost 8 per cent but 
the portfolio does not sug¬ 
gest much growth is in store.. 


STILL IN THE 
WOODS 




Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jut Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Inchcape 


INSURANCE brokers are 
not flavour of foe month and 
Inchcape does not need to sell 
Bain Hogg, so the trading 
group is wise to wait before it 
launches Bain Hogg on foe 
stock market 

The continued pressure on 
insurance premiums has not 
crippled the profitability of 
brokers but it is keeping a lid 
on share prices. Were Bain 
Hogg to be sold or floated, it 
would probably fetch about 
£200 million — based on foe 
market's valuation of its 
nearest competitor, Lowndes 
Lambert. 

The latter’s shares trade on 
a prospective multiple of 
around 85 times earnings, 
which, if applied to Bam 
Hogg, would put a price of 
£160 million on the broker. 
However. Lowndes' market 
value is equivalent to more 
than 100 per cent of its 
brokerage income. On that 
basis, Bain Hogg would be 
worth more than £200 
million. 


Inchcape’s subsidiary is 
well-placed to benefit from a 
pick up in insurance premi¬ 
ums. In bringing Bain 
Clarkson and Hogg Group 
together, Inchcape was able 
to cut costs and improve its 
management A flotation in 
two years might coincide 
with an upswing in the 
insurance cycle, and 
Inchcape could well find 
itself in a position to choose 
between a flotation or a trade 
sale at a more sensible price 
than is being offered today. 

Claremont 

MOST of the bad news from 
Claremont Garments yester¬ 
day was dearly in foe share 
price. The shares scarcely 
moved with foe news that 
full-year profits would be un¬ 
changed from last year’s level 
of £15 million. 

Claremont's share price 
suffered a pounding in the 
second half of foe year as in¬ 
vestors correctly surmised 
that the bad news from retail-' 
ers on the high street would 


soon take its toll an the up¬ 
stream textiles industry*. 

Warm weather in the Au¬ 
tumn kept consumers away 
from knitwear and winter 
clothing. While Claremont 
benefited from late demand 
for dresses, it suffered from 
weak demand for winter 
coats, a market for which 
Claremont is Britain's largest 
supplier. 

Claremont is regarded as 
one of the better plays in the 
rag trade. It supplies more 
than 90 per cent of its output 
to Marks and Spencers and 
has the highest operating 
margins of any M&S suppli¬ 
er. That position is both a 
strength and a weakness. Un¬ 
less consumer spending picks 
up M&S will be demanding 
more from its suppliers. If 
Claremont wishes to keep 
those margins it may hare to 
seek lower cost solutions off- I 
shore. As a result the positive 1 
outlook for 1996 remains in¬ 
tact Given this, Claremont's 
shares are fairly priced. 

Edited by Carl Mortis he d 


LONDON 

COMMODITY EXCHANGE 
COCOA 

Dec .. 882-860 Mar_1003-1003 

Mar-912-ail May-IOI4-IOI3 

May-9 Jl>- 932 Jul --uaq 

JUJ — 951-‘>50 sep- 

Sep-- 900968 

Pec -- 980985 Volume 3236 

ROBUSTA COFFEES) 1 

Jan-2100-2095 Sep-1595-1580 

Mar _ . 17(0-1779 NCT- I595-1S85 

May_ IbTO-lbM ion . _ 15901580 

Jul - 1621-1620 volume: 3727 

WHITE SUGAR (TOB) 

Reuters Oci-306.545.8 

SpoL 3641 Dec . - 301.5903 

Mar-J40.0-WJ Mar-301X0.1 

May . j.w.s-38.8 May-302X30 7 

All 8- 331.0-XIJ volume: 1124 


MEAT & LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION 

Average (am ode prices at rep resen Lit (ve 
markers on December 19 


(p/kplw) 

«e 

Sbnp 

Cattle 

CB: _ .. 

. 11464 

11610 

12084 

(•.‘-I_ 

.— *5.72 

-0.79 

*1.75 

EilRJWdte 

-115.40 

11722 

1I&5I 

1*4-1 . 

- **08 

-0.66 


. 

-*30 

-213) 

-220 

Scotland . 

- 10199 

Ill.fiJ 

126.92 

I’M ...- 

- -101 

-0.77 

*0.99 

!%l . 

. -18.0 

-111) 

-230 


AIM Dom. 500 
If2« 550 

Arjjyil — J® 
1*31 Fl 330 

ASDA_100 

ciwj no 

B0015_550 

('STM 600 

Br Airway* 4*3 
INer-l 500 

BP- 500 

psn -,1 sm 

Br Sled.... 140 
nwrt loo 

CAW _ 420 

r«soy 460 

cu- m 

1*625) 650 

JC1-7S0 

(TSPJ 800 

KiniBlshr. soo 
fS32'.-) 350 

Land Sec. 550 
IWJ «oo 

MSS_433 

|*43J) 460 

Nat west. 650 
065I| TOO 

Salnsburv 360 

rrr.t ' m 

Sflcll.. BOO 

(*3421 SS0 

Smkl Ben. 650 
(S7|) TOO 

Siprcftse„ 330 
C33l| 3W 

Tralalmr.... a 

l*K.) 25 

Unilever. (300 
HJIffi) 1350 
Zeneca - ISO 
1*1222*.) 1250 


Talk 

Ian Apr Ini 


25 41’. 48^ 

2‘i ip, a 
18'.- 2V. Aft 
3‘. 13', 18 
II 14 I7-, 

4*. 8', 12 

38': 45 52': 
4 17'. 26 
16 30*i 38': 

2 I": |9>i 
31 40>: 47', 

3 13', 
lx 1 , 16*.- IV. 

2 ffi 9 

35 49 SP. 
MT: 26 35 
33’.- 48 55', 
7 21', XP, 

21 35 1 .- *S 

4 15', W, 

36 50*, 55 
7 a M 
51 U'i efl\ 
Iff, 2(* 33 
IT 28', 34', 
I*. 10 IS'. 

W, SI’, 44 

3 14', Wi 
IT 28 33 

4 1J, 17'.- 

46', ». 65'.- 
KJ ff, 34'. 
30 45 59 
6', 21 34 1 , 

II ». S': 
i 8 144 
4 tf. 1 
r, 4'. 5', 

26 534 68 
T 29 43*, 
444 78 100 
20 52*. T44 


Pub 

Ian Apr Jal 


3 II 18 

31 36-.- 44', 
24 8 .14 
174 224 W. 

1 4 5*. 

4', 84 10 
34 Iff: 20 

» 354 45 

7 14', 22 
334 374 44 

2 84 13 

24 32 J6>, 

I 34 8 
Iff, 134 184 

3 94 16 

174- 26 334 

54 224 27 
29 50 544 
114 S3 JO, 
454 66 704 
24 13 204 
234 374 46 
0 3 10 

10 IT 1 , 30 

4 4 lb 

2*4 32 MS 
134 36', 43 
«•< 704 754 

3 84 IS 

I* 234 30 
1 124 16 

16 33 37', 
S', 17 23'; 

32 43 4* 

8 13'. Iff; 
294 32 354 

I 24 34 
3*. 54 V: 

13 35 44 
■U 64 72 
184 «4 6?: 
43'. 76 Off: 


Series Feb Mar -Vue FrtMayAia 
GmU Met. 420 244 35 444 11'.- 16 224 
P-MOI 460 8 16'. 36 34 38', 44 

UI&nAe. 140 17 20 254 6 II 13 

1*14941 lao 8 114 17 lb 23 24 

Hid BUC _ 240 22 » 29 44 10 124 

raw'd 260 Iff. 15'. 19 13 2ff, 23 

December 2a l»5Tot277«l Caltl785J 
Pw-osss FT-SE Caflow* Pnt36W 
r Lii»derly1np seeaitj price. 

4 




IC1S-LOR (London 6DOpm) 
CRUDE OILS (S/burei FOB) 

Brem Physical .._ -- l&OO fOD5 

Brent IS day (Feb)__ 17.80 *005 

Brem 15 day (Man___ 17.45 *0135 

W Texas Intenmluje |FetH ift.os n/c 
WTaas IruermeduKlMan is.tio -0-05 

PRODUCTS 0/M1) 

Spot C1F NW Europe (prompt delwery) 
Premium Gas .IS B: 176 in/ci 0:178 in/c) 

Gasoil EEC-178 M) 1811*3) 

Non EEC IH Jan 176 ir/c) l7Si*ll 

Non EEC IH Feb 173 (*2i 1751-2) 

U Fuel Oil- 100 f-11 103 i- II 

Naphtha- 1601-2) 162 (-2) 

1 PE FUTURES (CNI Ltd) 

GAS OIL 

Jan .— I72.2S-72JO Apr - leOX»ba2S 

Feb __ 169.00-69 25 May 15725-57.50 

Mar_164-25-64.75 Vol: 12804 

BRENT (6l00po4 

Feb_17.79-17.80 May _nra 

Mar_J7.4I BID Jun ... 16.65-1669 

Apr _ 17.13 SLR Vol: 22042 




a[fj 


GNI LONDON GRAIN FUTURES 


WHEAT 
(dose E/Q 


BARLEY 

(dosrUD 


Jan . 

_ 124.50 

jan . 

-II-L50 

May 

- --128.50 

May . 

-II 9.25 

Sep . 

-J13430 

Nov 

-111.25 


Volume 396 


Volume: 104 

POTATO lE/q 

Open 

dose 


Mar_ 

- unq 

300 


Apr. — 

23*4} 

337.0 


May ... 

.. unq 

2750 


RUBBER (No I RSS Cif p/k) 

Jan.. 106,5-117725 

B1FTEX (CM UdSIO/pQ 

High Low dose 
Jan9o 1585 1570 1586 

Feb 96 1520 1513 1528 

Apr 96 1530 1508 1520 

Od 96 1435 1435 1435 

vol: 49 lots Open inrcresr jsii 

Index 1627 -3 


(Official) (Vol mar pro day) 

Copper Gde A iSnonnei_ 

Lead rj/ronnei..—_ 

Zinc Spec Hi Gde (Snonnci _. 

Tin iS/iomKi —- .... 

Aluminium hi Gdc unonnei 
Nickel tf/ionne) - 


LONDON METAL EXCHANGE 
Caste 2850 0-2855J) 3mttc 270533-2707JJ 


TIIJ>7I2JXI 

IC07J>ID072i 

6230O6235J} 

I6S55-I656l0 

*»s.o«7ao 


707JO-708.50 
1Q320-10323 
6250*2550 
I684J0-I6843 
8I8006ITOJJ 


Rudolf Wolff 
Vot 2913850 
357150 
674200 
301*5 
1632800 
91194 


_ Scries FefaMay .Ane FebMayAUg 

BAT Ind _ 550 254 33 41 15 294 38 

CSS3W 600 84 P4‘. 22 48 63 694 

BTR-3D0 24 Z1 32 2 74 10 

CJlffil 330 ft’, 10 Iff: 14': ZJ'i 25 

Br Aero_ 750 W.- S3 1 : 72'J 22 35" - 454 

rraffl 800 17'. 314 44 51 64 77 

BrTekm 330 Iff, 25'. 32': 7 ». |7': 

(*345'.-» 360 T, 12 18 254 264 34 

Cadbury.. 5tt> 39 44'. 55 94 22 Z7 

CS23H) 590 16 21 32 34': 49 

Guinness. 430 45 504 544 T: 8 114 

r«8’il 460 16 « 3ffj 13 3* 27 1 , 

GEC- 300 Iff, », 44 I 34 7 

(*3291 330 114 10 244 ». 13 184 

Hanson— ISO 12 14 16 34 54 74 

ri«ai Wl S4 — — 9 — — 

LA5MO— 160 Iff: 22 27 2 5 7 

C17441 180 ff.- iff, 16 10 13 16 

Lucas- 160 22 254 I 3 S 

PIT91 IM ff. 134 17 7 Iff, 124 

Pllklngm. 191 16', 23 264 34 5 9 

[-20JI 210 64 12 Iff, 12 1 . 134 18 

PrudemUJ 390 344 39 46', ff, 14 |Q 


AMn Nat «M 
ro22*il 6S0 

Am si rad _ zoo 
P2l7*:l 220 

Barclays.- Too 
r?421 750 

Blue arc. 300 
(*32641 330 

Br Gas _ 240 
rSO) 260 

Warns . m 

P419 1 .) 420 

wrre.-300 

r334'.I 330 

Tarmac-^ 100 
HOM 110 

HMsdkrn. 160 
CIWJ ISO 

Lnnrbo.... 160 

CI8I1 IW 

Sears-too 

riao-^ no 

ThmEmi isoo 
P15ZT.H [«» 

Tcimklns.. 360 
1-7711 2H> 

T5B-._190 

(*3901 420 


224 

444 

54", 

0 

E3 

324 

0 

194 

31 

274 

50 

« 

17'. 

25 

32 

0 

5'i 

8 

0 

134 

21 

24 

14 

Iff; 

42 

6ff. 

6tr, 

0 

15'. 

2J4 

0 

29 

41 

8 

39 

474 

26': 

35 

38 

0 

44 

114 

0 

Iff: 

21 

34 

16 

25 

10 

20 

Eh 

0 

8 

13 

0 

94 

134 

10 

17'- 

3\ 

294 

424 

52 

0 

a 

13 

0 

25 

74'. 

IP: 

if. 

S', 

244 

33 

37 

0 

4'. 

7 

0 

144 

17 

5': 

13 

» 

6 

tl 

14 

0 

4 

74 

0 

6 

9 

4 

8 

13 

04 

9 

10*, 

0 

7 

13 

0 

3 

44 

194 

204 

274 

21 

24 

27 

0 

14 

34 

1 

10 

144 

0 

84 

II 

ff. 

6 

8 

0 

4 

b 

0 

24 

4 

9': 

104 

124 


IP, 79 115-: 0 J94 514 
0 344 6T: 724 974 106 

II 19 254 O 7'> 10 

0 9 Iff- 9 17 2Ti 

0 9 17 0 26 274 

0 04 54 30 46 -Iff.- 


«15) 

430 

17 

22 

31 

Iff, 

iff, 33 

Redland 

360 

31 

J04 

04 

5 

124 16 

(*382-:J 

3» 

13 

22-1 

3 

17 

274 304 

R-ROycE _ 

IW 

304 

23 

27 

1*. 

44 b 

N77',l 

180 

74 

11 

1ft 

8 

IJ IS 

Tesco_ 

280 

IS 

W4 

24 

7 

124 IS': 

ras*d 

300 

ft 

10 

15 

18 

24 364 

Vodafone. 220 

144 

21 

26 

9 

12 144 

1*2231 

240 

b 

124 

17 

i>, 

23 25*. 

williams. 

300 

27 

32 

34 

1*. 

ff, 84 


_ Serin Jan Apt Jid JM Apr Jal 

diioWeniKO 45 634 78 6 2S 34 

IW,! <W0 15 35 SI', 25 4ff, 5«■, 

HSBC. 950 to 85 99 64 324 -iff: 

1-9W8 UDO IP, 55'. 714 23 554 654 

Reuter _.. SSO 374 524 63 3 16 21 

rS83'.) 600 8'. 254 J7 234 » 44', 


1*322',) 3* S I3 1 - 17 I2 1 , 20: 224 

FT-SE INDEX r3612) 

3S0Q 3550 3600 3650 JHM 3750 


Jan 

124 

M 

S2 

264- 

12 

44 

Fen 

\*h 

1114 

79': 

54 

33 

IS'. 

Mar 

16*4 

1314 

99 

744 

514 

354 

Apr 

175 

1*4 

114 

904 

07 

514 

Jun 

2116 

— 

149 

— 

97 

_ 

PftlS 

Jan 

12 

M 

42 

fir: 

104 

I486 

Feb 

26 

38', 

5? 

S2 

ID 

152 

Mar 

42 

57 

75 

ItW. 

129 

IW 

Apr 

62'. 

01'; 

100". 

12ft 

1S2': 

147'. 

Jun 

924 

— 

1*74 

— 

174 



Serin 
Rpyal Ins. 360 
r3T74) 390 

Scries 
Fl50ns..._ 360 
(*2651 280 

_ Series 

lasicrnop'fto 
rV72'd 1000 


i Jaa Aar Jul Jaa Apr Jal 

23 344 414 34 18 23 
74 Iff: 274 17 344 .»> 

i DccMar Jaa DecMar Jan 
5 9- K7. 0 04 ff. 

0 0 0 15 15 IS 

Feb May FriiMay 

264 lo', - ff.- ff. - 
ff, 34 - 334 33 - 

i DccMar Jfun DccMar Jaa 


Nail PWT- 420 

3 

39 

51 

0 

5 

134 

1-4471 4u0 

0 

17 

J9 

13 

21 

3F: 

Scot Pw„ jfiO 


14': 

2?. 

0 

Iff: 

17 

1-36241 .MO 

0 

5-- 

H 

27': 

344 

J* 



Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sen 

Vol 

FT-SE 100 

Mar 9ft._ 

3610.0 

3635.0 

3604.0 

363X3 

621b 

Previous Open Imeresi: o5345 

Jun 96 ... 




T62SJ3 

0 

FT-SE 250 

Mar 9b... 




3980J) 

0 

Previous open Iniermr. 3315 

Jun 90 _ 





0 

Three Month Sterling 

Dec 95 - 

93.46 

9347 

9.M5 

9J.4S 

4817 

Previous open In rerest: 400358 

Mar 9ft.. 

93 81 

93.83 

9J79 

93.80 

18107 


Jun 9 p 

93.98 

94.00 

9193 

93.94 

11353 

Three Mth Eurodollar 

Mar 9ft... 




94.07 

0 

Previous open Interest; 0 

jun** -- 





0 

Three Mth Euro DM 

Mar <*> ... 

46.42 

96.42 

9b JS 

96.39 

17340 

Previous open Iniernst OlftWft 

Jun 9ft .. 

9b 51 

9ft.5l 

9ft.47 

9o.49 

12237 

long Gilt 

Dec 95 . 

110-14 

110-17 

non 

110-12 

210 

Previous open Inlemi: I4W3 

Mar 4b - 

110-06 

11007 

109-28 

IIOOO 

27454 

Japanese Govmr Bond 

Mar ■».. 

121.43 

121 53 

121.43 

121 47 

1266 


Jun “a _ 

120 03 

13005 

12001 

120.03 

235 

German Gov Bd Bund 

Mar 9b - 

99.11 

99.12 

98 70 

98J83 

81 IW 

Previous open micrea: 212912 

Jun 9ft — 

98.18 

98.18 

98J» 

98.16 

44o 

Three month ECU 

Mar 4b - 

94 94 

94.95 

94.92 

94.93 

481 

Previous open interest-. i«W» 

Jun 9ft _ 




95.04 

0 

Euro Swiss Franc 

Mar 96 . 

9825 

98 JS 

9A20 

98.23 

1326 

Previous open inicresL 41442 

Jun 96 - 

98J7 

9827 

9824 

9821ft 

3W 

Italian Govml Bond 

Mar 9ft 

106-25 

106.44 

105.9ft 

106 JO 

17771 

Previous open imeresi. 50322 

Jun Oft - 




105.40 

0 


Base Rales: Clearing Banks o': Finance Hse 7 

Discount Market Loans Omight nigh: 7 Low ff. Week (bred: *4 

Treasury Bilb (DistBuy: 2 mth 6 \; 3 mth 6*u . Sell: 2 mth o'.: 3 mih: 6'u . 


Interbank: 


local Aidboruy Depa 
Sterling CDs 
Dollar CDs: 


1 mth 

6”u-6"v 

fi'Hru 

2 knlii 

64-6’a 

3 nnfa 

6'w*',* 

6 ndfa 

ffirffu 

fi"c-6V 

12 mth 

6V6>,. 

iS'.-fi’- 
r*.. 

6'.-b'r* 

WrV» 


6'r*<» 

6 : » 

n/a 


6«, 

O’* 

b'rVm 

6^-6° u 

6"ir6“ B 

6'ir*'. 

6'Mrft 1 . 

SAB 

n/a 

557 

5.45 

5.42 

ff.-d’a 

O'rO'a 

b'rVt. 

6"u-6* l . 

ffrrffir 


EUROPEAN^P^b^OSltS^)- 


Currency 

7day 

1 mth 

3 mth 

6 mth 

Call 

Dollar: 

svp. 

5V5 1 ! 

TrS*. 

54-5'. 

5Vff« 

Dratstheruark 

Try, 

4'.r3'i 

JW 

3'vr- 

4V3'. 

French FTane 


5WV 

Pr54i 

r«rS'« 

S W, 

Swiss Flrane 

t"*J'« 

2'r2 

2-1% 

IV]>. 

2-t 

Yen: 

VS. 

Vi 

V. 

vs 

nra 


% ?W|L^ilE<ad^ 

BoD ion: Open 5337.00-3S7.30 Clltoe: S38T05-38JU5 High: SJS5.nO-JW.50 
Low: 1386.80*387JO AMrS.WlO PM: 5387^0 

Krugerrand: S387i»-389iX) (E25U10-253JOW 

Phuhtuna: S405JIS (L263JCB Siher. 55.16 (£3.345) PatUdium: $12SJS (£83.40) 

| STERLING SPOT AND FORWARffRATES ' 


Mia Rfllfc Tor 

Amsterdam. 

Brussels- 

Copenhagen— 
Dublin—- 

FranWort—— 

Lisbon- 

Madrid—.. 

Milan.-. 

Montreal-. 

New Yoric- 

Oslo... — 

Paris-- 

Siocfchoim.. 

rotyo__ 

Vienna- 

Zurich-- — 
Sourvt: Extel 


Dec 20 Range 
2.48CO-2.4877 
45.47-45*7 
8.577IM.6I8U 
09667-09702 
2.2139-12214 
231.90-23293 
... 187X^188.54 

2445 40-2458 -SO 
... 21002-2.1147 

1.5364-1.5401 
9.77uO-9JI8(i 
7.6010-7.6440 
1023300-10.2680 

.... !S&b6-t57.i6 

15.57-ISjM 

I.7T5M.785S 


Close I mondi 3 month 

24KO-24&33 V*pr |V|4pr 

45-47-45.57 12-9pr 32-27pr 

8.S77IMI.5990 I'^'.pr JW',pr 

09676X19702 Mpr 25-20pr 

12139-22170 'r^pr I'.-1'.pr 

231.90-23252 29-56HS 07-I4U1S 

I87.65-IB7.94 41-SldS I23-I40US 

2445.40-2449.40 *^dS 24-26dS 

2.1002-21032 0.l7-0.09pr 0290.18pr 




















1590J9-15PIJ9 

Malaysia... 

... L5430-2.3440 













Aigendna peso*_ 

Australia dollar__ 

Bahrain dinar- 

Brazil real*- 

China yuan- 

Cyprus pound- 

Finland marttca_ 

Greece drachma . 

Hong Kong dollar_ 

India rupee- 

Indonesia rupiah ..._ 

Kuwait dinar KD. 

Malaysia ringgit- 

New Zealand dollar 
Pakistan rupee .—— 
Saudi Arabia riyal .... 

Singapore dollar- 

s Africa rand icomi 

u A E dirham- 

Barclays Bank GTS * 


.— I53S4-134I0 
- 20737-2X7775 

.— 0.574O-C.5860 

- 1.4927-1.4968 

- 1200 Buy 

— a69800.7080 
6*450-6.7610 

. 36330370.50 

... 11X198011.9103 

- 53J3-5429 

3482.003550.60 
—. 0.45S5O.4655 

- 3.9127-29167 

.... 13566-23599 

- 5260 Buy 

-.... 5.5375-5.6615 

- 2.1756-21785 

- 5.59905X^70 

_5J875-5.7H5 

* Ueyds Bank 


31 703 Legal & Gn 2100 

ASDA Up J6J0CO UOyflSBk 3J00 

Abbey Nil 1200 Marls Spr 3.900 

Allied Dom 3.900 NaiWs Bk 13,000 

Argos IJOO Not Grid 11000 
Argyll Gp 2400 Nat Power 5X100 

AB Foods 593 NW Water IJOO 
BAA 2200 P&O 1J00 

BAT Inds 4.800 Pearson 1.400 
BOC 948 Hlklngion 2500 

BP 7.000 PowerGen 2500 

BSkyB 1.900 Prudential 260) 
BTR 2IXJ00 REXAM 2R» 

BT IIjOOO RMC 768 

BkofSCOl 2200 RTZ I.IGO 

Barclays 8J00 Rank one 2*00 
Bass 2000 Reddn Col 913 
Blue circle 3.800 Redland 1.800 
Boots 2400 Reedlntl IJOO 
BAu 2100 RenioUI 2400 

BA 4JOO Reuters 2500 

Brli Gas 36.000 Rolls Hayce 7J00 
Bril Steel 7500 Royal ins IJOO 
BurmahCsiI 1.700 RylBKScoi 4JU0 
Bunon 3.900 salnsbuiy J.700 
Cable wire 2400 Scftroders |63 
cadbuiy 4ji» scorasew 931 
canton Cms 596 Scot power 1.800 
cm union ijoo Swn Trent IJOO 
Cookson 8600 Shell Trans 5.100 
counauids 2700 siebe ■ 1500 

Enierpr 011 1.800 SmJU Bdl 3,-400 

Foracui rr uoa smJibNph 4joo 
Fane 9,100 smiths Inds MOO 
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Work and play 

— then sue 

FOR those with the office 
party still to come, a word 
' of caution. In a typical 
' piece of killjoy legalism, 
an employment lawyer ad¬ 
vises today that the Christ¬ 
mas party season is often 
followed in January try a 
blitz of writs, complaints 
and disciplinary action. 
According to Olga Aikin. 
an employment law spe¬ 
cialist with the Aikin Driv¬ 
er Partnership: “The 
expectation may be of 
pleasure, but the reality 
may be an incident of 
sexual harassment or a 
drink-drive problem on 
the way home." 

If the party is an official 
one — and legally that 
means one tolerated by the 
management as well as 
organised by the firm — 
then the employer is re¬ 
sponsible for everything 
that goes on there, she 
writes in today's issue of 
People Management mag¬ 
azine. “When party-goers 
are unable to look after 
themselves, die employer 
must take over," she says. 

Coals to... 

BRITISH companies have 
not lost their initiative. Ian 
Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, proudly 
announced record Novem¬ 
ber exports to non-Euro¬ 
pean countries yesterday. 
Some fine examples of 
beating the drum for Brit¬ 
ain' were Acer Snowmec 
Consultants of Telford, 
which designed and built 
an Indoor real snow ski 
slope in Taiwan. Foster's _ 
Bakery in Barnsley, which 
exports baguettes . to 
France, Angio-FIora : in 
Lincolnshire.. which sells 
flower bulbs to The 
Netherlands and Festive 
Productions of-Newport 
Gwent which manufac¬ 
tures blue Santas for ex¬ 
port to Eastern Europe”. 
The "blue" refers to the 
hue of the jewel-encrusted 
figures and to the colour of 
the coat Father Christmas 
wears in Russia. 



Leeson: costly lager 

Leeson Lager 

FORMER colleagues of 
disgraced Barings Bank 
trader Nick Leeson are 
reported to have paid for 
the production or a new 
beer called Leeson Laser, 
which wags have dubbed 
"probably the world’s cost¬ 
liest beer”. Hong Kong’s 
South China Brewery has 
been asked to produce 100 
cases of the novelty 88888 
reserve for clients and 
friends this Christmas. 
The 88888 refers to the 
account number used by 
Leeson to hide-his trading 
losses. The label carries a 
picture of Leeson at Frank¬ 
furt Airport where be was 
arrested by German police 
after fleeing Singapore in 
March. 

Bid ceasefire 

HENRY STAUNTON 
and Keith Hamill are not 
letting something minor 
like a hostile bid ruin their 
friendship. Recently, 
Staunton, finance director 
of G ranada, has been do¬ 
ing his best to put Hamid, 
his counterpart at Forte, 
out of a job. Yesterday, 
they declared a brief 
ceasefire. The two met at a 

Parunure Gordon lunch in 

the City and, though they 
didn’t sit .next to each 
other, they exchanged 
greetings. - Hamill even 
went so far as to give 
Staunton a Christinas gift 
of a book Hospitality- 
Management An Intro¬ 
duction. 

Court Campbell 


Rash predictions are often 
the most accurate ones 


Currency forecast 


could have been 


better but the 


case for backing 


Wall Street was 


overcautious 


ANNUAL PREDICTIONS SCORE CARD 1995 




L ast Christmas, in reviewing 
my annual predictions for 
1994. I found to my distress 
that I had done better in 
predicting the gyrations of interest 
rates, currencies" and stock markets 
than in understanding Government 
economic polio,’ and the British busi¬ 
ness cycle. So when the time came to 
make some forecasts for 1995.1 decided 
to confine myself entirely to financial 
markets. Now it is time to assess how 
these forecasts turned our. 

On haiance 1 was right to concen¬ 
trate on finance. Most of the market 
moves 1 anticipated on January 12 did 
happen, at least in direction if not in 
magnitude. Unfortunately, however, 
anyone who hacked my hunches with 
serious money would have suffered 
some hairy 1 moments — and might 
have lost faith at exactly the point when 
the markets were starting to move the 
right way. 

The dearest case of this was my 
prediction that the dollar would finally 
turn in 1995. It did turn in April. And it 
will end 1995 slightly stronger than it 
started, at least against the yen. But 
what a wi Id ride for a meagre profi t of 5 
per cent. Against the German mark, 
the Swiss and French francs and other 
“hard" currencies of Europe, the dollar 
has not yet even recovered to its 
January level, although it is well above 
the April lows. 

Looking ahead. I am more confident 
than ever that the long-term trend in 
the dollar is now upwards, the yen will 
soon be down to Y120 against the dollar 
and the “hard" currencies of Europe 
are riding for an even bigger fall. But 
why has this process taken so long? 

I can think of two answers. First, 
governments and central banks — first 
in Japan and now in Germany and 
France — have been amazingly slow to 
recognise the permanent damage that 
overvalued currencies were doing to 
their economies. Secondly, private 
investors have been amazingly slow to 
recognise the attractions of investing in 
the US. In time, however, even central 
bankers will learn economics and fund 
managers will learn about investment. 
Then, the dollar will really start to 
move. More on that in two weeks* time, 
when 1 consider the prospects for 19%. 

Now let me turn from my failure on 
currencies to the markets where my 
analysis worked, at least to some 
degree. As usual the best prediction 
was the one which seemed rashest at 
the time. 

While investment managers around 
the world, especially those based in 
London and Edinburgh, were predict¬ 
ing a 1987-style crash in US equity 
prices. I said ft was time to buy Wall 
Street While I argued that “multina¬ 
tionals and technology firms on the 
cutting edge of global growth" were 
attractive in most markets, I emphasis¬ 
ed that "the best major market is the 
one that investors are now united in 
shunning: Wall Street". In the event, of 
course. US technology and multina¬ 
tional companies vastly outperformed 
all other shares. 

In retrospect, my expectation of a 10 
to 15 per cent gain, bold though it 
seemed at the time, was ridiculously 
overcautious. One of the reasons for 
this excessive caution was a misunder¬ 
standing of the psychology of the bond 
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markets. I was right in predicting the 
direction of movement of interest rates, 
saying that the Federal Reserve 
Board’s monetary tightening would be 
over by the summer (it cut interest for 
the first time since 1993 in June). I also 
foreseaw the reversal in commodity 
prices and the general easing of 
inflationary pressures — all of which 
pointed to a good year for bonds. 

As in the equity market however. 1 
was not nearly brave enough. 1 thought 
that, after the bloodbath that bond 
investors had suffered in 1994, they 
would need a "period of healing" 
before they were ready for another bull 
run. Instead, the rally began immed¬ 
iately and has con tin- _ 

ued almost without 
interruption. Never- AnVOni 

theless. against the 
background of the Sna 

bearish consensus of a . 

year ago. my modest emergin 

optimism seemed 
bold, especially on u 

Wall Street. a bi 

Why did I stick my 
neck out in favour of 
Wall Street in spite of the constant 
warnings from international fund 
managers that US shares were over¬ 
valued and riding for a fall? The 
reasons seem worth repeating, because 
they put in context toe present mood 
among fond managers who are just as 
jaundiced today about American equi¬ 
ties as they were a year ago. 

In December 1994, a Merrill Lynch- 
Gallup survey showed that bears 
outnumbered bulls by a balance of 16 
per cent when UK fond managers with 
control over more than £1.000 billion 
were asked which way Wall Street 
would move this year. Significantly. 
Wall Street was the only equity or bond 
market on which toe fund managers 
were bearish. And curiously enough, 
the Merrill Lynch survey produced 
exactly toe same balance of minus 16 
per cent when fund managers were 


Anyone buying 
shares in 

emerging markets 
is taking 
a big risk 


asked toe same question in toe first 
week of December this yean that was 
after 20 consecutive months in which 
these managers had wrongly been 
selling US shares. 

Two of my reasons for optimism 
about Wall Street remain valid. Macro¬ 
economics was extremely favourable in 
January: toe world economy was still 
in the early stages of a long non- 
inflation ary expansion, toe US econo¬ 
my was about to enjoy a non-inflation- 
ary “soft landing" and fears of an 
imminent recession were completely 
misplaced. All this I believe still to be 
true — although toe possibility of a 
local recession In toe “hard currency" 
_ madhouse of conti¬ 
nental Europe cannot 
buyine now ** 50 easily dis- 

/ ° missed- Secondly. I 

S in thought that toe big- 

. gest benefits from toe 

markets global expansion 

would flow to com- 
11 parties with techno- 

logical leadership and 

_ a worldwide reach. 

Most of these com¬ 
panies were based in America and 
obviously still are. 

Thirdly. 1 pointed out that shares on 
Wall Street were not in fact overvalued 
if measured by toe right yardsticks. In 
recent years, bonds have become ext¬ 
remely volatile, especially in real 
terms. Because bonds are more risky, 
they have to offer investors higher 
returns relative to shares than in the 
past. In addition, it is now more 
appropriate to value equities by the 
standards of toe non-inflationaiy 1950s 
and 1960s than the unstable 1970s and 
1980s. On this basis, too, equities a year 
ago looked cheap. Today, this is 
slightly less true. The price-earnings 
ratio on toe S&P 500 index is now 19.1. 
against 18.3 a year ago. In this sense, 
most of the run-up in Wall Street was 
justified by growing profits. 

There was one other argument for 
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favouring Wall Street which I did not 
recognise last year but now seems 
more relevant than ever. It explains my 
correct prediction in January that the 
ever-fashionable emerging markets 
would go on felling and accounts for 
my biggest blunder on equities — toe 
idea that Italy was a good speculative 
buy. Shares in Wall Street ought to be 
much more highly valued than shares 
in emerging markets because America 
has a system of laws and financial 
practices to ensure that companies are 
run in the interests of shareholders. In 
places such as Korea or Brazil — never 
mind China and Russia — this is not 
true. 

Anyone buying shares in such 
markets is taking a big “corporate 
governance" risk on top of all the usual 
hazards of equity investment The 
same argument can be applied to 
equity investment in countries such as 
Italy and perhaps even France, where 
stock markets are rigged in favour of 
controlling "core" shareholders at the 
expense of passive investors. The 
dismal performance of the Italian stock 
market this year, in spite of the 
country’s glowing economic funda¬ 
mentals, could readily be explained by 
the antics of Mediobanca, toe country's 
dominant merchant bank. 

Finally, my one one political predic¬ 
tion. 1 said in January that toe London 
stock market had not yet discounted a 
Labour victory. When it did. utility 
shares were bound to fall. So incompe¬ 
tent was John Major that he would 
"manage to give even privatisation a 
tod name". This political prediction 
requires no comment. 

Bui. printing out toe charts. 1 was 
intrigued to find that the financial 
analysis was not too far off the mark. 
In spite of all the takeovers in toe 
electricity and water industries, utility 
shares have significantly under¬ 
performed the London market Per¬ 
haps now toe City really is ready for 
Labour. More of that on January 4. 


■■■ 




Rebalancing British industry 


From Emeritus Professor 
David Bell 

Sir. The most important 
factor in toe British economy 
(pointed out by Janet Bush, 
article December 2) is the 
rebalancing of British indus¬ 
try. The problem arises 
because John Major has 
chosen GDP as a measure of 
growth and this includes 
payments to our own ritzens, 
eg for meals out or for any 
kind of personal service, 
from hairdressing to car 
servicing. 

Figures for toe various 
components of GDP in dif¬ 
ferent countries are difficult 
to find, but there are some in 
UN Year Books of National 
Accounts, and taking ac¬ 
count of national trends it is 
reasonable to suppose that 
Britain has a higher than 
average proportion of “inter¬ 
nal" contributions to its 
GDP. So is the Government 


Chance, the Bank 
and interest rates 

From W. R. Armstrong 

Sir. 1 note in today's edition 
(December 8) that, according 
to the Governor of toe Bank 
of England, toe Chancellor 
was "very fortunate" with 
his decision to cut interest 
rates earlier this year. The 
corollary must be therefore 
that Mr George was "unfor¬ 
tunate" in his reading of toe 
financial situation. I find it 
surprising that, in the Bank 
of England, decisions on 
interest rates are a matter of 
chance — good fortune or 
bad fortune, i imagined in 
my naivety that correct deci¬ 
sions were made by a correct 
interpretation of the relevant 
financial indicators. Is this 
not what toe Chancellor did? 

Yours faithfully. 

W. R. ARMSTRONG. 

6 Straihalmond Court, 
Edinburgh. 

Three-course 
meals for I/6d 

From Mr W. L Abemethy 

Sir. I can go back further 
than Lord Brightman (Busi¬ 
ness Letters. December 15). 

In the summer of 1938, my 
wife and \ spent a week in 
London. We had magnifi¬ 
cent three-course meals at 
toe Coventry Street Comer 
House for l/6d. 

Yours, also nostalgically. 

W. L ABERNETHY, 

6 Thornhill Close. 

Port Erin. 

Isle of Man. . 


Banks* golden age 

From MrJ. E. Humphrey 

Sir. Bank, "temple of pru¬ 
dence”; manager, “pillar of 
rectitude” (Pennington. De¬ 
cember 6). 

“When?” in disbelief asks 
retired bank official T. Sales 
[laboravit 1931-1973) in Busi¬ 
ness Letters (December 15). 

As a customer I can say in 
1930. if not later. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. E. HUMPHREY, 

9 Offington Gardens. 
Worthing. 

West Sussex. 


Letters to the 
Business and Finance 
section of The Tunes 
can be sent 
tty fax on 
0171-782 5112. 


doing anything about it? 
first is the "foresight initia¬ 
tive" in which technologists 
in industry and scientists in 
learned societies are asked to 
forecast which of a firm’s 
product lines or which of toe 
techniques at present avail¬ 
able is likely to be the most 
profitable manufacturing in¬ 
dustry in the near future. 
The Government is offering 
£40 million towards the cost 
of many conversions. 

There is another scheme, 
not yet published, to get 
private capital more inti¬ 
mately associated with in¬ 
dustry. It is not yet dear 
what is expected from this 
scheme, but any sign of 
interest in rebalancing Brit¬ 
ish industry is to be 
welcomed. 

Yours faithfoUv. 

DAVID BELL 
87 East End. 

Walkington, Beverley. 


Feast of phrases 
in Forte defence 

From A. P. Holland 

Sir. City buffs used to take¬ 
over speak will not be sur¬ 
prised to read Forte’s 
Creating Value, dated De¬ 
cember 8 1995. But laymen 
like myself may be con¬ 
cerned io read that they may 
find themselves, at Little 
Chef, in toe wrong “custom¬ 
er segment" to receive “new 
product offerings". They 
may. however, be delighted, 
as I am. to read that “Mc¬ 
Donald's has already been 
successfully piloted and is 
being rolled out". Let's hope 
toe roller is heavy. 

Yours faithfully. 

A. P. HOLLAND. 

OakfielcL 

Crossbush. 

Arundel, 

West Sussex. 


Identify ‘selfish’ 
fund manager 

From Mr Benjamin Tobin 
Sir. Your diary item (Decem¬ 
ber 14) about toe anonymous 
fund manager who down¬ 
grades Forte against Grana¬ 
da on toe basis of whether 
they visit him or he visits 
them, stops short where 
others may have boldly trod¬ 
den. I would not wish my 
money to be “protected” by 
someone who makes judge¬ 
ments on such a selfish 
basis. Be brave, think oF your 
duty to readers and identify! 
Yours foitofoJlv, 

BENJAMIN TOBIN 
Strattons. 

Central House. 

189-203 Hoe Street E17. 


Holiday concern 

From Mr Richard J. Fleet 

Sir, For once. Pennington is 
wrong. Nobody is suggest¬ 
ing that travel agents should 
be forced to market other 
companies’ products. 

If you go to Sainsbury’s. 
their own brands will be 
clearly marked as such and 
so shoppers can make an 
informed derision. 

The complaint of the Con¬ 
sumer’s Association is that 
holiday purchasers do not 
realise that they are purchas¬ 
ing own brands. 

Yours sincerely, 

RICHARD J. FLEET, 

144 Chiltem Park Avenue. 
Berkhamsted, 

Hertfordshire. 


Agents at risk in the brave new world of Lloyd’s 



Lloyd’s: corporate money 


T he winds of change 
have reached hurricane 
strength in the Lloyd’s 
market in the past four years. 
Along with toe fortunes of 
some 8,000 names, many of 
the restrictive practices are 
being blown away as toe 
market goes through its own 
noisy, tort cathartic. Big Bang, 
and toe changes are not yet 
over. 

Names who are still sol¬ 
vent have been through a 
trial of fire. They have borne 
the brunt of toe pain in past 
years and many have paid a 
fortune to cover losses: if they 
continue to participate, they 
are in no mood to see even 
more of their money go to 
subsidise toe easy lifestyles of 
members’ agents. 

The days of toe compliant, 
unquestioning name — toe 
deferential vote — are am- 
signed to history. Today's 
names evaluate the services 
they are bring offered by the 
agents for toe high price they 
are currently obliged to pay. 
In short names are demand¬ 
ing that members' agents 
justify their fees. 

In the modem Lloyd's, 
which prides itself on in¬ 
creasing efficiency to com¬ 
pete in the international 


marketplace, members' 
agents are finding it bard to 
justify charging £7,500 a year 
(fora name writing £1 million) 
for their increasingly irrele¬ 
vant services. (A name writing 
£250,000 is charged £1,875 for 
toe same service, and even 
that is far too much.) 

What is the role of toe 
members’ agent? Their main 
task is to find their names 
high-quality underwriting ca¬ 
pacity. However, names are 
finding that agents are simply 
unable to deliver what they 
are paid to da 

The managing agents, who 
run the syndicates, have 
learnt that unfettered growth 
of syndicate stamps can be 
counter-productive in a felling 
market; thus spare capacity 
on toe best syndicates — 
created by other names 
obliged to resign because of 
losses or death — is not being 
allocated to the individual 
names, but is being clawed 
back to feed the managing 
agents' hearty appetite for 
corporate funds. 

The political perception is 
that during toe transition 
period, the Individual name is 
important but the reality is 
that for the new market 
corporate money is king. Cor- 


Tom Bjenyon forecasts frosty future for 
those Watching over members’ interests 


porate funds have two main 
attractions oyer the funds of 
traditional names. 

Firstly, they come in large 
chunks and [are easy to ad¬ 
minister; secondly, corporate 
investors understand risk, 
and do not 
make pubfic 
rows when 
they lose 
money. So toe 
ineluctable 
conclusion is 
that, as more 
corporate mon¬ 
ey is invested, 
toe declining 
influence of toe 
traditional 
name is irre¬ 
versible. with 
the power of 
the corporate 
wallet climb- Benyon: a 
ing in direct 
proportion to their decline. In 
the process, members’ agents 
will find it ever harder to 
deliver individual name 
prime capacity on good 
syndicates. 

The syndicate selection pro- 


Benyon: critical of fees 


cess, the next important func¬ 
tion of the members* agents, 
appears to have been overtak¬ 
en by the auction process. The 
management of funds — once 
again toe role of agents — has 
been completely overtaken by 
a competent 
team that is 
run by the Cor¬ 
poration of 
Lloyd's at Chat¬ 
ham, Kent 
Members' 
agents are 
meant to ad¬ 
vise names 
what syndi¬ 
cates they. 
should go oil 
H owever, in¬ 
formed names 
haw limited 
confidence in 
cal of fees the informa¬ 
tion that mem¬ 
bers' agents now supply. 
Some members' agents are 
perceived as having conflicts 
of interest in their relation¬ 
ships with toe managing 
agents; others perch uncom¬ 
fortably atop the nearest Chi¬ 


nese wall. Reliable and better- 
quality infomation than any¬ 
thing that agents can supply 
on syndicate selection and 
evaluation is available at 
modest cost from independent 
sources. 

So toe names ask why they 
should pay for their members’ 
agents to sell stop-loss and 
Estate Protection Plan 
policies? 

They receive additional 
commissions on the sales 
anyway, so why should they 
be paid twee for toe same 
service? 

Members' agents only other 
useful function is to collect 
fees owed to managing 
agents. Why should names 
pay for that? Managing 
agents should pay agents a 
commission for sums 
collected. 

Surviving names are capa¬ 
ble of looking after them¬ 
selves; not all want “pooling 
arrangements” (Mapas). nor 
do many want to have the 
unrewarding status of corpo¬ 
rate investor. 

limes are changing and toe 
names who provide all the 
risk capital want low fees and 
an efficient central adminis¬ 
trative organisation to co¬ 
ordinate routine business 


with their various syndicates. 
This is a relatively easy func¬ 
tion. most of which could be 
delegated to computer pro¬ 
grammes providing direct in¬ 
terface with managing agents 
and syndicates. 

Lloyd’s staff at Chatham are 
more than capable of produc¬ 
ing a central members' agency 
service to names who are 
prepared to buy and sell their 
capacity on syndicates 
through toe process of 
auction. 

So bow can their fees be 
justified? The days where 
agency charges are based on 
gross underwriting capacity 
are over, and rigbtly so. 
Names now understand the 
truth behind toe old saw that 
there is no such thing as a free 
lunch and many see the 
under-resourced members' 
agent for what he really is — 
the most expensive letter box 
in the City. 

It is unlikely that members’ 
agents will be able to offer 
substantia] added value to the 
new-Jook sophisticated names 
and therefore their days of 
wine and roses may be 
numbered. 

Tom Benyon is director of 
The Society of Names 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


Tiy a festive fightback 
with tax-free giving 


A better life and lower bills? 


By John Brown 


THREE families were asked 
what they did on Christmas 
Eve. The first said they tried to 
get their excited children to bed, 
had a drink and made last- 
minute preparations. The sec¬ 
ond said they went to midnight 
Mass, while the third said they 
went to their now empty ware¬ 
house and sang What a friend 
we have in Jesus. 

The Chancellor also app¬ 
ears to have an increasingly 
supportive friend in high 
places. The VAT that flows 
with the festive spirit into his 
coffers as a result of ever 
increasing volume of seasonal 
activities is enormous; both 
the sacred and the secular 
make their contribution. A 
record Christmas even before 
the sales have started. 

Candles, traditionally used 
to throw light on the festivities 
are taxed, as is the once zero- 
rated fuel to warm the church. 
Alcoholic communion wine is 
taxed and so, presumably, is 
the non-alcoholic alternative 
that used to be zero-rated until 
the VAT (Beverages) Order 


look effect in 1993. Commu¬ 
nion wafers are zero-rated and 
so is bread — both food of a 
kind used for human con¬ 
sumption, physical and spiri¬ 
tual. Charcoal, once zero- 
rated, is now taxed, along with 
incense, gold and myrrh. 

Most Christmas-inspired 
expenditure is taxed. Most 

gifts, Christmas cards and 
calendars, wrapping paper, 
toys, festive beverages and 
gingerbread men with their 
heads dipped in chocolate to 
simulate hair are taxed. But 
the gingerbread woman, with 
her blonde hair simulated by 
caramel, escapes taxation. 

Take the family to see the 
Nutcracker and you will be 
taxed at 17.5 per cent on the 
admission charge, but the 
programme will be zero-rated. 
Slip a copy of Playboy into 
your husband's Christmas 
stocking and you will have 
given him a zero-rated gift and 
created love in a cold climate. 

Most of the ingredients and 
accompaniments to the turkey 
will be zero-rated as well as 
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Brown; “buy wisely" 

the bird itself. You could now 
even have a zero-rated ostrich. 
However, the holly on the 
Christmas pudding, the bran¬ 
dy that ignites it, and the 
crackers wtD still ensure the 
Chancellor is an unseen guest 
at the festive table. Ponder too 
the taxation of snack foods at 
17.5 per cent and the anoma¬ 
lies in that arena. Put out a 
selection and offer a prize for 
the person who correctly iden-. 
tifies the VAT liability of each. 


No one will win. But we can 
fight bade. Charity begins at 
home when you take your 
affinity card on a shopping 
spree. Buy your presents wise¬ 
ly and you will not lay up 
treasures for the Chancellor. 

Lay up the treasures for 
yourself in the goodwill of tax- 
free giving. Go for books, or 
make the gilt outlast seasonal 
goodwill as an annual sub¬ 
scription to a magazine; have 
your neighbour's cesspool 
emptied, or pay your mother- 
in-law’s water rates. 

Buy the children warm 
dothmg and Jaffa Cakes and 
send them out to frolic tax-free 
in the snow while you are left 
peacefully behind The Times, 
content in the knowledge that 
it too is tax-free. But, before 
they go to bed, tell the children 
of Christmases past when fuel 
was tax-free and watch their 
tired eyes widen in disbelief. 
And have a drink from the 
bottle bought at the charity 
bazaar; it was donated for 
resale and is the only known 
source of zero-rated cheer. 

The author is president of the VAT 
Practitioner s’ Croup. 


THIS week almost 150.000 accountants 
will receive detailed merger proposals 
from their institutes. It is hoped that 
their arrival among the Christmas cards 
will mean that the feeling of goodwill 
towards one’s fellow citizens and, in 
particular, fellow accountants, wifi cany 
the day. By midsummer next year, if ail 
goes well, the hope is that the English 
ICA and the CIMA, the management 
accounting body, will have voted to 
merge into a new body called the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants. In 
the past, you would have refused to bet 
on such an outcome. The efforts across 
the last generation of accountants to 
merge any of the UK’s six accounting 
bodies with each other have been disast¬ 
ers. There is, you may think, no chance 
of this new effort being any different. It 
is dressed in the same old flannel. 

“That is our vision," says tiie first page, 
"through a new institute, a world-class 
professional structure for a world-class 
profession." it promises all the usual pie 
in the sky. "It is a great opportunity to 
build from the natural fit of two bodies a 
new organisation which can be far 
greater than fee sum of the parts." 

From all this, you might assume that 
we were fixed on the same track as 
before. There will be signs of increasing 
apathy through the spring followed by 
English ICA members refusing to vote 
for joining up with the perceived oiks of 
some other inferior body. But if you look 
at the proposals dosdy, you start to 
realise that this time it might work. A 


cunning stratagem has been employed. 
What is proposed leaves both bodies 
more or less undianged. Members of 
the new body will have the same 
designatory letters as they do at present 
The two separate training systems will 
turn into separate “streams". To be fair, 
there would be only one governing 
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council but there would be separate 
boards for the existing two member¬ 
ships. Both their magazines would 
remain separate. Specialist faculties 
would remain. In short, most members 
would notice no difference. The services 
that wifi be merged fully will be areas 


„ research. On top of this almost ■ 

invisible merger is a 
the profession's own feebgood 
S&pasbmetgeroteveato^. 
trumpeted with much i a the way « 
abstract aSPha £i(,ns - s “^LS i 

-iffsrv * 

members are W™*£*** £ 

subscriptions. The members have^ 
ways been sensitive about Jem The . 
fart that the amounts are a fraction of . 
the golf dub subs rnostof them 
neither here nor there. The annual vote 
on subs has always been fet. 

the leadership know members were far 
from happy- So it is with a greaismdfr 
that the document reveals that after the 
merger English iCA gihscnpCons wfli 
be £125 a year whereas the -199? . 
prediction was for £145 a year. . 

So this time, at last, it is a case of vote 
for a better life, but with yourbflls cut as 
well. Or at least it might be. One area the 

proposals gloss over is the rationalisation 

savings. But running more or less the 

same services for two different streams of 

membership is not likely to be cheaper: 
than Tunning the existing services. 

Members have until February to 
return their questionnaires and then the 
councils can decide whether the wind is 
blowing in their direction or not. The 
idea of the merger makes good sense. As 
ever with accountants, it is the financial 
projections that do not. 
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RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 


DSP (Rl) 

• Audio/Spccch/lmagjL-Aldco/AdapLrvf signal processing 

• Hardware design ami implementation 

MAGNETIC MEDIA TECHNOLOGY (R2) 

• High density magnetic recording.magnetic heads/media design.etc. 

• Th in-film 1 ech no logy Ari bology/s urface chemical analysis, etc. 

MICROELECTRONICS (R3) 

• Advanced packaging (Tlipchip. BGA, MCM. «c.>. Failure Analysis, 
etc. 

• Silicon based smart sensor circuits & process technologies 

• RF system. IC and circuit designs 

MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGY (R4) 

• Machine Vision, Robotics. FMS, CIM, ere. 

■ Process development in Interconnect Technologies (TAB. Flip-Chip, 
wine bonding. MCM, etc .) 

• Gas Assisted Moulding, Mould Design & Analysis. Laser Material 
Processing. Joining Technologies. Micro Machining, etc. 


ELECTRONICS 


K DESIGN (El) 

- VLSI IC design.VHDL.ASIC (telecommunications. DSP, Multi-media, 
microcontroller, etc. ) 

• Analogue/Mi*cd signal IC design (Op amps. A/D, D/A. filters, 
switched-capacitor techniques. PLL. VCO. DSP. sigma-del la 
techniques, telecommunications, etc. > 

WAFER FABRICATION (E2) 

■ Lithography, implantation.Thin film. Etching, CKidaiion/DiRuslan 

• Chemical Plant engineering (dean room practices, ultra pure water, 
exhaust and chemical treatment, safety,etc.) 

IC ASSEMBLY/TESTING (E3) 

■ Microelectronic materials and devices 

• Microelectronic package design 

• Failure analysis, yield and reliability 

• Tew Program development and maintenance 

■ ATEs (Ativantest. Sentry,Tcradync, LTX, ctc.t 

COMPUTER ENGINEERING (£4) 

« Computer Architecture, interface (I/O. PCI. SCSI, etc.). Digital/ 
Analog circuit design, etc. 

• Multi-media. RF. DSRdata/audio/Video compression techniques.etc. 

• STN/TFT LCD, switched-mode power supplies, analog display, etc. 

MANUFACTURING/TESTING (E5) 

■ PCBA. COB. SMT, wave soldering, etc. 

■ Automation, Robotics, process enhancement, etc. 

• H/W and 5/W lest for monitor, addon cards, power supplies, etc. 

• Certification fc.g. UL, CSA, EMI, etc.) 


COMMUNICATION ENGINEERING (E6) 

• Communication Systems (GSM. DECT, PHS. DCS 1 800 . PCS,Satellite) 

• RF/Microwavc circuit design 

• Antenna design. EMC/EML CAD/CAE <c.g. EEsoft. etc. 

• TOMA, CDMA, spread spectrum, etc. 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS SOFTWARE (E7) 

■ UNIX. C/C++. Object-oriented methodology and databases. 

• Telecom swttchcsflSDN/Networii Management (ATM.SDH. FR.ctc.) 

• Daia/Specch/Yidco compression, data communication protocols 
(TCP/IP. X.25. X.+00) 

DISK MEDIA (E8) 

• Vacuum and Thin Film technology 

• Magnetics and Tribology 

• Clean room practices 

DISK DRIVE (E9) 

■ Servo systems, servo-writer design, embedded servo archiieerurc 

• Spin die ACM driver circuit design 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (TT/1) 

■ Mainframe/Mini/Clicnt-Server Environment (AS400. VAX/VMS, LAN. 
etc.) 

• UNIX, COBOL, Natural. SAS, C5R CICS.C, C++, Fnxpro,Visual Basic, 
etc. 

• MPS. MRP II. DRP. CIM. etc. 

• System and Network management.image processing system 

• AJ iTLOG SOLVER, ILOG SCHEDULER, etc > 

• Computer graphics (X Windows. MFC interviews. ILOG VIEWS.etc.) 

■ RDBMS (Ingres. Oracle, Sybase, etc.) 


PETROCHEMICAL/PHARMACEUTICAL 


OIL TOOL DESIGN (PI) 

• Oil tool/wdd head design 

• AutoCAD, CAD/CAM. CNC etc. 

PLANT/PROCESS ENGINEERING (P2) 

• Plant Control (Gentum.TDC-3000. etc. ) 

• Plant and equipment maintenance 

■ Plastics, petrochemical, pharmaceutical product processing 

• Elastomers, Coatings, Adhesives. Sealants research 


INDUSTRIAL, URBAN, RESIDENTIAL 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 


OVl (./STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING (UDI) 

■ Civil/SlrucruraJ engineering works (design, supervise, cost analysis, 
estimations, etc. > 

ARCHITECTURE (UD2) 

- Design/Redesign building projects, industrial parks and buildings, 
public housing, commercial complexes, town gardens, sports 
completes, bus interchanges, etc. 

• Landscape design 

PUNNING (UD3J 

• Develop Conceptual layout plans for land development 

• Prepare long-term bod use and develop guide (dans far public and 
private sectors 


KOA 

Norwich 

Area 

Development 

Agency 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

Salary Negotiable 

The Norwich Area Development 
Agency has been created by the 
private and public sectors working 
in partnership to further the 
economic and social well-being 
of tf&Norwich Area. 

NADA'st&jtxtivesare:^^ _ 

• arhigh level of employment in the Norwich Area 
new business development in the Area 

■# a highly trained and flexible workforce 

• the social well-being of the Area 

• an appropriate infrastructure to encourage business growth 

The new chief executive will be experienced, mature and have held 
a senior management position for a number of years. He or she will 
have excellent communication and negotiating skills; expertise in 
urban regeneration; experience of building new partnerships, 
preferably involving the private and public sectors and the ability 
to quickly establish the credibility of the new Agency locally, 
nationally and internationally. 

If you would welcome the challenges involved in shaping the future of 
one of Britain's premier areas please write, in strictest confidence, 
enclosing a full CV to : 


Malcolm Weill. Chairman. \ADA. 112-114 Thorpe Road, Norwich NRl IRX. 



APPOINTMENTS CONTINUES 
ON PAGE 38 




The world’s leading media publication seeks an 
AdrertMag Saks Execmhe 
for hs wed established and fastest growing 
sector - UK film accounts. The position 
requires working knowledge of the film 
indusuy and experience m media sales, 
preferably to the UK market. Hus unique 
opportunity offe r s considerable career «nH 
financial potential 

Please send CV. to: Eric Mika, 34-35 
Newman St, W1P 3PD. 
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SINGAPORE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
Norfolk House. 30 Charles n Street 
London SW1Y 4AE 

TeL (01711839 6688 Rue (0171) 839 6162 
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Aide to the 
Chief Executive 
- Amersham 

(Fixed Term 9 -12 Months 1996) 
c £30k p.a. depending on arrangement 

We are the UK's leading provider of warranties and 
building control for newly constructed homes. We are 
seeking a capable organiser and project manager to act 
as aide to our busy Chief Executive for about a year 
whilst the existing post holder completes an overseas 
assignment 

The duties will be varied including support to the Management 
Team. The emphasis wiif be on contributions to business 
planning and change management activities. IT skills will be an 
advantage. The successful candidate is likely to be a graduate 
but favourable consideration would be given to highly literate 
and numerate applicants who can demonstrate relevant 
experience. Age is not a selection criterion. 

In the first instance written applications to: The Personnel 
Manager, NHBC, Bui Id mark House, Chiftem Ave, Amersham, 
Bucks. HP6 SAP. 
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NHBC 


NATIONAL HOUSE-BUILDING COUNCIL 


Sales & Marketing Manager 

Midlands Attractive package 


BUZZWORD 
NATIONAL CV. 
CONSULTANCY 
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All BOX NUMBER REPLIES SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO: BOX No.__ 

c/o THE TIMES NEWSPAPERS 
P.0. BOX 3553, VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON, El 9GA 


Kafnet Pic is looking for a quaEfrad professional 
to join the team. Our business is at the le&cfeig 
edge. Providing electronic interconnection 
s«vk»s and software in education and health. 
Our services include electronic mail, HX, 
electronic publishing and the internet 

Tojtencfle the job you wffl need to be able to: 

• Demonstrate you can plan, execute and 
0e * ver sales & marketing plans Mn 5 yrs 
experience). 

• Develop business with key accounts. 

• HantBe the pressure of a fan moving, complex 
and competitive marketplace. 

• to dea ^9 at a general and. 
technical level. 

Youwfli need to he intefligem, forward thinking. - 
organised, a . self starter, 

_ .T stand ^ usiness * 9 «>d commtetlcation; 

Paring skills. Mewnum qualifications: 
“T?." MBA - A knowledge of the education r 
or heatth sectors woidd be a distinct advantage. 

To apply send your CV to: ' 

Sue Froggatt , ■ 

Director !!• 

Wftaet Pic. Western House, ^ 

2 C Sm a ^ TO °k Queensway. v 

z lm *'« h am 85 4HQ. • * 

Tel: 0121 624 SOSO. DIAL&& 
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W84I 
2)01? 
121.85 
13271 
59« 
®« 


378 82) 
36264) 
■04 
5805 
10737 
10926 
5618 
SOB 
5137 
55.47 
55X2 
4X8-0? 
ns® 
47400 
47495 
7499 
IS® 
15708 
9163 
103*7 
51® 
Sift 
2504 
137 ft 
T3BO 
320® 
99057 
289X4 
S7lfc 
710131 
710131 

274ft 
306X1 
MOT 
3369 
90X8 
3925 
3958 
218791 
a i£?i 
£1056 
27031 
13844 
M617 
27547 
30438 
£21.49 
mm 
ira* 
Z2M 
12697 
U7J1 
6150 
67® 


+ 183 OB 
+ <27 098 

♦ 1 16 092 
+ 0® 048 
+ 1X3 

+ 197 .. 

* 018 7B 
+ 8® 6ft 
+ Oft 6ft 
+ 071 

+ 071 . 

+ 5X6 5® 
+»« 508 
+ 1 ® 

+ 106 . 

+ 1® . . 
+ 248 052 
+ 291 052 
+ 110 IJ8 
+ 121 198 
+ 020 
+ 0® . 

+ 0® 128 
+ 2JM 
+ 2X7 . 

+ 3ft £14 
+ 483 £14 
+ 1S5 ?S9 
+ 7i8 £59 
+ £54 
+ £54 . 

+ 828 1 40 

» 0J1 14B 

- OK 1® 

- 0® 1® 
+ 06* 1.13 
+ 012 01? 
+ 011 012 
t 1X7 2X9 

♦ I® £89 
+ 1® 111 
+ 14J 1.11 

+ 039 CL* 
+ 040 0® 
+ 524 1® 
+ 578 1® 
+18® 1® 
+HJB 1® 
+ ora 3*1 

+ 6® 341 
+ 03 280 
+ 027 £80 

* OX* 055 
+ 096 055 


sconw uau&i ut ugrs ltd 

0141 204 Z2D0 

Eta* taco, 5617 5940 

EteYlte 8831 7330 

GiWyShaa aoi? s+tb 

- 96S USE) 

71® 7540 


IK 

Itaenaibc 


■JO 10338 
81® 8587 

126® 13146 

I73S? 130X2 


SCOmSH EDUTABLE FO 

DM0 04 42? 

Cara 

IK Gate he 

redeem 

heim 


Fa Eaa 
EMC# he 
IKfibeCtohc 

HKh 

uTawic 

1*3 

Eran^DOOT** 


3£W 
574( 
7051 
78070 
«8® 
88 ® 
7057 
85X6 
8852 

US* 

37.35 

38® 

4*0 

7141 

5657 

13028 


SLID 

32.16 
81® 
BOSS 
304®l 
5315X1 
9199 
74X0T 
9092 
WAS 
36® 
3993 
41XB1 
47® 
8£79 
6719 
147461 


- 0® £73 

- 832 £® 

- 080 £73 

- 1® OB 

- 05? 1® 
+ DCS 667 
+ 1® . . 
+ 1 ® 3 ® 
+ IK 053 


+ 001 6178 
+ 031 7® 
+ 041 260 
+ l® 1® 
+ 7® I® 

- 001 1X7 
+ 064 077 

♦ 045 U8 
+ (93 £.48 
+ 021 325 

♦ 015 4X7 
+ 018 352 
+ 015 1 73 

♦ 046 7® 

- 074 £51 

♦ 117 0X7 


SCOmSH UFE WVE5n«I5 

013)2252211 

IKEoA) *3020 450® + 380 £87 

Anratera 322*0 341® * 140 057 

Padlc 41100 441 JO + 700 039 

Rate 50490 (3630 + <70 1® 

97® HH® + 110 051 


SCOTTISH MUTUAL MV UGRS LTD 

oi«i2ango 


IBEgOTrfce 

re-Ann 

IX Si Co E( he 

reAcan 

SfeftteK 

feemPUhe 

Grate* 

redeem 

Fa Eetai lc 


297® J16SOT 

aBn 410201 
ZB. 70 2*3301 
779 70 297801 


7737 

7654 


8275 

93® 


_he 

Mh Ante he 
reAcan 


379. HI 40340 
49190 456ft 

170® 190.KI 

205ft 218ft 

raw a® 

292. Tfl 31080 
327ft MID 


+ I® 23S 
+ 7*0 233 
+ 030 1ft 
+ a*o 1 ® 
+ 042 £33 
+ 05 1® 
+ 3® 1C 
+ <B 1C 
+ £® IS? 
+ 2® 15 
+ 007 
+ 540 021 
+ 590 021 


■atomic 

UMdetatehc 

SCOTTISH MUMS' 

01X1668 873* 

EteYMc 

retain 

waph 

redete 

Erase he 

UtAnetK 

fikriahc 

Ste Ace 

iKtocSbtac 

tons Eta Asa 

iteteta 

IK Shot tohe 

reAcan 

utaiec 


ZOT50 235701 + 3® 036 
87JI XUl + 131 071 


FUOUGUT 


«5® <HSO 
mx 6*078 
20950 
29**0 11*00 

41£*0 *39X0 

.7*70 29)00 

23190 7*940 

HI® 7C87D 
112® in® 
227® 7*2.30 

10070 10070 

110® 11020 

114® 122® 

H010 10030 


• 010 259 

- DID 258 
+ 0*0 161 
+ 0ft 3X1 

- 1® 0*4 
+ 1® . . 
-!0 IX 

- £10 0® 
+ 070 £96 

- 300 05? 

599 

+ 040 2K 

- 0*0 £08 
- OW 575 


SEWS) EADBI FUM MGMT LTD 

Estate <n 277 227 a» Deter B1277 761 DIB 

Seen Rsecicrr 153® 16110 +0® *14 

SHARP (A198TTE) 

Etefes 01277 227 300 Date 01Z77 261010 
Eucnra I*£90 150® + 010 0® 

HTlState 13070 13700 , I® 007 

MBamSCo* 17830 135.101 - 0® 657 

PDte Petite (O 713JO 23X01 - £90 113 

ate to MJ5 99.7*1 - 003 1 01 

AGoraa, 1<7» 155 ft) + 0® 757 

FxUraat 99X6 104ft + 1® 

SUGBt & HraLANttR WESTNBJT RMDS LTD 

0171628 CM 

AtatoaFrad) 11879 + 1J7 

(Kt S££3 + Oft 

[am ail 14417 ♦ 1® OJO 

ate Brae) 97ft + ota it: 

104C + 0® 7K 

IDl® + 091 5® 

56J9 + 0X7 

HI 14 +00? 6® 

10*07 + 070 2(1 

10078 + I® 

101® - 027 7X5 

10795 + 101 5® 

6893 73J? +0® 131 

10130 10710 - 030 510 

OU S® + 018 


FYetaMItant 
rami 
SraOTB tonal 

l* total 

M can} 

UK Emm leaden I 

&SB» 

PtaiKF9# 

h>TraaFe> 


SftlH S1MLUAMSQN UT UGRS 
01716375377 

383® 48590) - 910 
713* 75*8 - 037 0X8 

136® 14*® - 300 I £8 

10127 10127 * 0B2 6® 

147® IHJW - ISO 101 

158 70 16?J» - 1® 

148)0 15070 - ISO 14S 

133® 14119 -010 514 

ie® 155X01 - 130 in 

45570 48220 - 4® 060 

170® 18£i0 - 1® 1® 


Canada, 

Ctte! 

cm 

Emocra 

FjEdSfcm 

tom 

han 


See* 


JIIJ80HW UMT T5T UGRS LTD 
D1707 288 42 
CtMOPte® 

Edita 

Enteto®, 
ham 
Wtota 


47® 
3*13 
36X7 
79 S3 
49 « 
5838 

srr 

3818 

970 


■ Gram 

STANDARD LIFE IHT TRUSTS 
0800 333 777 
State UeFteMnitaUI 
BteAanght 44ft 
BteAMVAce 

heath AOTtgta 

hcnsAcMoAa 
LKEtertodcx 
FYaNaache 
FYcMKAcc 
HhaOTdta 
UC Eg HI me he 

■ RrHhcAce 
SanteLfcTataOTfUd 

■ Eter Grata 785* 

■ Eadd)Gai he 51® 

a*6Mhahe 37.19 

OteUgCota 34870 

Mh derate dec 5437 

FadKBte *400 

EmponAee 5649 

Jhpnta 78X0 

STATE STRST UT MGMT LTD 
01713447000 
GfaMApea 
USEtatUSJ) 

FaEadEtatml 
FIEuape 
FT H Amo (173) 

FTteGUftOSS) 


S3 

913 

- 601 

1 BO 

TO® 

75 37 

- 045 

Oft 

77 74 

8£7P 

♦ 037 

1® 

5707 

6136) 

»an 

4® 

10680 

11390 

+ 0X0 

180 

8953 

95*9 

, 062 

£® 

T128 

TO64 

+ a® 

Ift 


4*23 
4772 
1*311 
J9X7 
9473 
5£XM 
53X3 
60 78 
*15* 
5172 

74ft 
54X1 
3405 
377® 
57 77 
467B 
58® 
29® 


070 170 
020 1TO 
010 358 
010 158 
0® 129 
020 (ft 
OH 6® 
040 145 
010 4X3 
010 4® 

040 773 
OB £23 
0® 615 
2 TO 1.74 
020 

030 0 79 
000 1.18 
040 . . 


431? <571 

298 01® 

75600 77190 

14770 15160 

£790 2477 

22890 2*310 

2X64 £838 


Brad* 
total «■» 


STEWART ITORY UMT 1ST UGRS LTD 
0)312201771 

456® 484.70 

11S2.7Q 1719® 
13170 14770 

579® 617 40 

14050 149® 

*01® 47740 

4£7X0 *5560 

77990 29660 
191® 70750 
■34 9631 


NraPMflc 
redeem 
haTteta 
UngaEra*) 
UW cm 


,0X39 1 JB 
-0037 1ft 

- 055 1® 
-0037 0*5 
+ 300 
+0017 0X7 


370 

310 319 
Oft 0*5 
070 057 
7® 

*® 154 
510 154 
160 0X3 
070 Itt 
001 827 


SUN ALLWCE UMT TST ISUT LTD 

01277 37 3D0 Dte« 01277 690 399 


top 
wa Nma 
Fa Eta 
wnaefand 
tom* 
GOTtorf 


M« 101300 
16419 17550 


■ Lteftto 

HraTim 

MEgtar 


19ft 
6176 
l(£ft 
■74 
970 
69 7? 


♦ 700 £27 
+ 1® 

+ £90 

♦ OX? 5D3 

_ + 1 ® 1*8 

ltt»t + 0® 587 
WI2D + Oft Ift 
749 * 067 321 


167ft 

6553 

17000 


rora 7554-an 


SUN UFE OF CANADA UT MGRS LTD 
0800575725 


25300 

2®10l + 6® 124 


23® 

24501 

+ 038 101 

4998 

SUB - 020 0ft 

Empe»n 

43® 

*6571 

-0® OR* 

79 00 

MJM + 013 

rtfftikwiTr 

34.19 

MX 

+ 0£4 417 

2*320 

n(70 +1® in 


3755 


+ 053 am 

244® 

29BD + 1® 188 

Maaged AixB 

IS® 

1*545 

+ 1 18 257 

120® 

IS® +1® 416 

ftOiAfflewan 

9® 


- 0*1 03? 

17590 

18570 - 040 5*4 

Sm CD1 hr 

31® 


- 0® £|1 

I-ILK 

236® * 1® 082 

SriUCDIAct 

14*7 

*601 

- 0® £11 

177X0 

188 ID * £10 

■ Grata he 

«22 

64 07 

* 049 £78 

176® 

1(7® * 1® 

■ GramAce . 

6616 

70391 

+ 054 £78 

0185 

86® * 054 

UK ktsnc 

4£tt 

4583) 

+ 0*5 3** 

MC 

Sl£l| ♦ 0® 095 

YFartkmtoi 

3081 

41301 

♦ 0** 0-62 

381® 

406® + 1ft 0X1 

CaNhawta 




32200 

SC®) + £20 1 85 


ffitt 


+ 1JC 1® 

2HL30 

276® ♦ £10 JM 


®*6 

sen 

+ 1® 192 

M7» 

156.TO ♦ 1X0 041 


OHO 

84® 

+ 089 1 10 

24640 

36210 ♦ 04) 304 

ie anOT 

9124 

94X7 

+ 070 1.44 


5UI IfE TRUST UGMT LTD 
Aten A Ear 0171806 4044 [Re 
5JJT 
4370 
5572 
34.40 
8*27 
■18 
37.17 
5015 


COTPMKttR 
■ hra* he 
HOT Eta he he# 
taftWiYUhc 
ItatlOTihc 

■ram* cos 

eemFai 


D1716D660TD 
56*0 - 071 
4604 + 031 278 
50ft + 08* 316 
30X8 - 0® 5X7 
8965) ♦ 1X1 417 
8521) + tor IK 

395* + (LOS 170 
5336 + 088 ft® 


T(8 UMT TRUSTS 
017643*6794 


redeem 
Bril tom 


redeem 
town 
reAcan 
ata 
-dp-dean 
Gnu 
reAcan 

Pmtabam 

re-Acan 

hccne 

reAcan 


MAsariCtS 

9cMQOT 

redean 

Cw n nun tah 

Uta 

reAcan 
HOT ham 

reAcan 

hdheora, 


20® 
303? 
106-71 
1332? 
11531 
17773 
wira 
35) XI 
Tin 
095 
17? 77 
67511 
51X7 
I23J7 
34734 
786X7 
*Z3*a 
4C1B 
58977 
TO027 
ITS 14 
121® 
15675 
6968 
6917 
7950 
801? 
8006 
6172 
BIS 
8*3) 
7853 


778X7 

38722 

115X3 

140® 

127X7 

13987 

21757 

37451 

BW 

94 73 
341X3 
7l«8 
5403 
139X1 
367551 
034791 
448JM 
47071 
£34® 
83621 
18051 
178® 
16SX7 
7SJ3 
0201 
8413) 
69X7) 
■18) 
670 
(636 
6005 
9321 


+ 362 .. 
+ 3ft 

♦ 0® £04 
+ IIS 2X4 
+ 1 31 

♦ 139 

♦ 1.76 £94 

♦ 111 3X4 
- 022 0® 

- 025 ft® 
+ 111 7® 
+ 441 £38 

- aw 546 

- 037 (48 
+ 33* 359 
+ 781 3» 
+ 6® 

♦ 721 .. 

+ 7.ro 

+1015 

♦ 791 . 

+ ora 

+ 087 
+ 0X1 
+ 1X1 1*7 

♦ 1® 1*7 
, 05? *46 
+ Offl <46 
+ DIG 511 
+ 021 511 
+ 0 33 <18 
+ 0*0 *18 


171 
175 
1 .« 


TU RJ» MANAGERS DOTTED 

01816871011 

WOT 38688 38619 + 7ft 275 


TBOTIETW UMT TRUST ICRS LTD 
0181 «0 *000 

OBDBteihc £2740 23788 + 164 228 

GUrBOTrdfe 1857? 19863 t ISO 164 

MUIS he 12921 13019) + 150 £14 


THORNTON LKT MANAEBW LTD 
Din 24830ft Dttaer 017124S 3801 
DaahaEaM *557 *741 


Enpon Grata 
Emm 

auraNe 

Is 

LHC Dagm 
Mb dm Dm 
anemheme# 


30345 31774 


+ OK <74 
+ £9? 040 


lSbi 


BUMP 
UK tom 
IXhOTITeM# 
(RUM* 

IK Sob Cm 
UK SOT to tfc# 


<71277800338 

IKEaOT Cerate 

LKBMVEH 


Had tetri 
fedhLtedHl 


vrghduectivslid 


5X11 

62*56 

+ 185 2« 

8057 

8436 

+ £51 0® 

MM 

8746 

♦ 2 IB 

97 fp 

S7D3 

+ 168 .. 

77883 

291® 

+ 452 0« 

*8X7 

■24 

+ OX £29 

12977 

13588 

- 8X2 063 

2874* 

30038 

+ 48? 

70® 

7413 

+ 113 1 re 

STEM 

09*8 

+ 318 £» 

107® 

113® 

+ an 44 * 

27844 

29156 

+ 5* £14 

11618 

121X5 

+ 02 0® 

8769 

Bl® 

- 040 526 

31TSI UGMT LID 


1(603 

11344 

+ 062 356 

9478 

10083 

+ 051 2X7 

7£« 

7759 

+ 03 1.47 

83® 

8a«2i 

+ an on 

TUO 

8081, 

- 100 037 

89® 

(046 

501 

77a 

826? 

- 087 571 

10 a 

74® 

+ 006 in 

LTD 

104X4 



1194* 

11844 

+ in 29* 


htealtta 

Wl 


WAVHUV UMT TST UGMT LTD 
01312251551 

ite to* 2531 ®53 + 0X1 

PldBcBte 44.12 46*4 + 045 . 

Sara Brad CUSP 09099 09471 -«X04 

ten, 3*9 4791 <528 ♦ flffi .. 

WMTTHGMLE U0ITST UGMT LTD 
01718S 2444 

□teta m» 107ft -aw 2 ft 

SalDNO 171.70 173® + OW . 

U5 Gratae (US*) 07801 0778? +00)13 

abate 5301 5518) - 003 6® 

a Gam 77 ® 8D.41 - a® . 

SfeOTagftrd 5005 51ft, - 0 X 1 9X0 

WDOLWCH un 1HJRI MRS LTD 

0181 2884000 

UMgd S758 55ft + Oil 1 ® 

IKSbehnte 89® 9<76 ♦ fl» £41 

Sddck RnSH 

Panic Cow dednft lorn cantt @ Ed 
uaroB. 





















32 EQUITY PRICES 


THE TIMES THURSDAY DECEMBER 21J995 


IMS 

Hup Ua Conroy 


:395 

Hgn u» Cwijnrf 


BANKS 


MV? 

65* til Abbey W 

368 £0 Mod In* 

303 t'M <it tint l 
JO 7531'. £*» ksrij 

sr- iii'-wtoM 
«IJ< 55-"; BJfCtoH 
<m ’ll noi 
525 JIB Ua «Mit 
47IB 1 , 7480 Outers 
W-. :i6’.Ctaje f>« 
tlfift* tlJSkCeemrt* 

I in 99i 'i Ox Itfn Ml 1 
OT'» 27ft DeJSfc SB 
01'. ftp. tannin S**a 
I6ii iWrEi* to* i 
<43 395 Gcnad HI 

733 160 UrtlMr 

1013 593 US8C 

®4 STB W8CW 
«! 2X Wi Pan 
463 K3 SKtfilVi; 

145 S3 Mm jiarasi 
IBS i30 Uoyifa 
aft 4/3 Itaf nrJ Bk 


2fl7B'.+ JP: 
673 6 

ve - t 

301 + 1 

<2K'i-M4k 

rs » 2 

- 9 
«s - 3 

c* 

0431.* I IBk 
3'3 - 3 
EIST.* 16k 
ift’i i- tik 
3SZk- 6k 

an + ta>< 
lifl:-.*- 23k 
<53 
196 

m?+ ir : 
574'.-* 16 
«2 - 1 
458 

t« 

err - 3 

57+10 


697 

454 KM VaM 

652 

t 

3 

4.4 

101 


21X Cnfcran Bs* 

2500 



66 

y 

or 

44 Rcj Brans •- 

El 


; 

20 

244 

6»v 

* scrit 

564 

- 

4 

36 

123 

1478 

90n’.5eted» 

ISIS’: 


ft, 

li 

IB 7 

IIS) 

823'iStamkn ItV 

not 



16 

158 

ill 

81 Snp & FtOl 

IM 



12 

113 

Cf 

246 Sint Cbm 

548 

X 

2 

21 

138 

417 

21i 138 

XI 

_ 


37 

135 

121 

70 Uwki 

TOO 



SB 


Litj. 

3043kWdl: Fags 

£140 

X 

IS?. 

2l 


110 

211 Welpp: 

■36’; 

t + 

1 

51 

555 1 

as 

7C0 'I'l'rdrur 




5.4 



BREWERIES 


QS 

/V 4 1 
iS 23J 
39 169 

: 31 
:6 ur 
3 33 

39 166 


<3 ID < 
I 13 399 
IP; 15 H3 
I J9 161 


Uj Axdi Http 
tt7 Bust 
:■]< BiMtsogun 
<31 Surtnuri 3m: 
i-; Eton*, r 3 

32£ fitb jpii A 

W2 GraeJlc Gip 
<69 Open? -«ra; 

2» Hai: H«tn 
190 tobi* 
we Hoa j 
219 Uorieid; 

JSC liTWl nirfll 
SikUuioxfr 

B'lPiranom 
30. Fegcr* 6tr-. 
I’RT'iSA 5tc*g\e,l 

<82 3cm A He* 
233 iBUln P? 
173 (cm CrtfcjjS 
211 VHP Gro* 

«9 Mttteatasn X> 
SI Whdmdt 

463 '. V alwt . r w i Cl 
196 Hie. Enc 
<29 taring i 


BUILDING & CONSTRUCT 


125 fate* 

143 toil 
54': Ffncrt 
13 totcr, Srte 
IVkfelded 
a Aranad? 

23 BaSey /Beni Con 
30'iELvami 
i5fl toil Ctefi 
122 Bona Heroes 
100 eriray 
19 Bdtnvti 
115 BaMey Cp 
■60 Pal fticl 
IBS Bml (Hornyi 
01 Bondon Heel 
17 EnLma Grp 
36 ft EM; 4 fog 
93 Bryn 
92 CAM 

16 irocbd Arm 
49 Clotc I 


67 Co-Jam 
S3 Ctutayndi: 

43 Cia IMiofcdn 

70 Cicae 
IBS Ex ijnwn 

|) Gihlod 
7a (tenon iMjil 
N) Gaol (Snot 

U8 tokri tool 
US Unite*Sort 

rs t%ff. & hi 

i< m»a ware, 
PiJm 
96 Kdto 
199 Ljmq iJi 
62 Imsat/H 
12 LdvRfl (Y/l 
176 Mudere iii 
104 UcAtemc lAl 
46 uecalfti A St 
51 Mean SmUl 
116 Uvrrjii Cm 
S3 Untiem (Si 
162 Peneimn 
TP* Foehns 
9* ftwimqi 
lillnM 
45 Seait hdre 
93 Rearm 
318 SrenJ HUjsl 

71 j/uui 
258 Spaetot 

I <2 F« Home 
99 War '.tnodrn 
415 Mwt bougb 
26 I«a Hie 
i Tiwdiormul 
i'/ lr/ Ffliw 
FI VOfOftalr 
S3 *wtanal 
3> wrt rtmp 

123 HbUbt) 

JiViwfjrz. 

124 WHwri tcj 
3« Wilxn Bmrti 

9. MFnpn i. 


14 7':AlMifiXi 

Ui 3iP.Aiwmje 
342 26F5BPB id! 

131 94 Pxfrn*F ft* 

36 2256jnta 
16 K eiotuw. 

& 35 Star Clrcte 

63 72 faa&n f\C 

116 106 ft ftmgng 

490 330 QtH 

46 38 CMtnal Rts 

210 141 Uor 

ZS3 173 Cntoi 
IV; W.Cafaipl 
95 10 CWkn Cf 

m 105 OtMn <JUt 
•10 63 Priori A - 

38r» 56'itdvde Blind; 
3iS 220 Ecm 
ID n Flee 
99 65 Cl«r. * DaraJf 

209 160 14Mn G/p 

389 313 H*fc* {J) 

325 254 Ifai 

85 a I fr afeai 
268 202’rHrrwl 'mn 
SS 63 tbstijcl 

iW 262 Jdtrcton 

IQS 64 Utah* 

IS 1 . 105 terto 

160 12; Itenafc 

3S3 289 Mem HI 

its n3 Uewnui lit; 
108 71 Hnoos 

20 12 13wc* lerda 

JI7 I.V.FUoglnT 
177 122 Polwe 

Hi? W-M1C Gp 

18 ; faun 

470 322 fltftod 

86 Rn4H 
i'P. i2fl Hutwwa 
125 i« FMipir ftom 
ID SB IkrucU |ii 
262 l91 '36 

19 11 7.YP 

160 156 Ehupe A Hw 

43 16 'pft tom 

13li ® IjrmK 

ISO 100 rjen 

350 2*6 Inns IV* rt 
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ENGINEERING 


Shares end near their best 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
prioe/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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FOOD MANUFACTURERS 
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LEISURE & HOTELS 
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HEALTHCARE 
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HOUSEHOLD GOODS 


Just what is 
the best way 
to deal with 
Germany? 


We know how 

0800 137 729 

Deutsche Telekom | 
London 


T 


M 25 


ItoceKomect is the direct dealer-broker voice link. 
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INSURANCE 
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■ FILM 1 

A magic closet, 
a magic friend 
for a Tittle boy, 
and The Indian 
in the Cupboard 
is on its way 



■ FILM 2 

... but Jim 
Carrey fails to 
find his magic 
comic timing 
in an Ace 
Ventura sequel 


THE 


TIMES 


ARTS 


- T? 


■ MUSIC 2 

The 20-year-old 
Daniel Harding 
scores a personal 
success standing 
in for Simon 
Rattle in Paris 



■ MUSIC 2 

Barbara Bonney 
adds her charm 
and artistry 
to the Britten 
song series at 
the Wlgmore Hall 


CINEMA: The Indian in the Cupboard may be small, says Geoff Brown, but he packs a punch in a barren period 

Stocking filler 
of the week 


I n Britain film distribu¬ 
tors like to play Scrooge 
at Christmas. Not so in 
America, where ten films 
opened this week. Oliver Stone 
leads the field with the three- 
hour-plus Nixon, featuring 
Anthony Hopkins. a false nose 
and a peculiar hairline as the 
dark shadow among Ameri¬ 
can presidents. For those wea¬ 
ry of Stone's obsessions. 
Matthew Modinc and Geena 
Davis offer swash and buckle 
in Cutthroat Island . an expen¬ 
sive pirate yam from Renny 
Harlin. 

I f American moviegoers fan¬ 
cy comedy. Mel Brooks and 
Leslie Nielsen wili do their 
best to amuse in Dracula: 
Dead and Loving It. Jack 
Lemmon and Walter Mat¬ 
thau, two more over-seasoned 
pros, are also on hand in 
Grumpier Old Men, round 
two in the battle of insults 
begun in Grumpy Old Men. 
Add to this Ian McKellen’s 
adventurous treatment of 
Richard III. Whitney Houston 
in a crass female buddy movie. 
Waiting to Exhale. Zhang 
Yimou's sumptuous Shang¬ 
hai Triad and a muscle show 
from Jean-Ciaude Van 
Damme, and you almost have 
something for everyone. 

So what is the week’s film 
tally in London? One. Two if 
you count Jim Carrey's new 
Ace Ventura film, which opens 
on Boxing Day. True. British 
moviegoers have fewer hours 
available for Christmas shop¬ 
ping than their American 
counterparts, who luxuriate in 
stores that scarcely close. But 
by releasing so little new 
product, distributors are do¬ 
ing their best to ensure that the 
monster in the living room 
comer increases its grip on the 
punter. Stay at hone with the 
booze and mincepies and you 
can see 800 movies of varying 
ages, if you believe the cover of 


The Indian in 
the Cupboard 

Odeon West End 
PG. 96 mins 
Restrained, imaginative 
family film 

Ace Ventura; 
When Nature 
Calls 

Warner West End 
PG. 93 mins 
Jim Carrey lets rip 
in Africa 


the Christmas Radio Tunes. 
Venture forth among your 
fellow humans to the place 
where movies should live and 
breathe — a public cinema — 
and you are faced with almost 
no choice at all. 

Luckily, the week's new 
film. The Indian in the Cu|>- 
board, is a good one. After 
watching this, anyone who 
gets a wooden cupboard for 
Christmas will be on their 
toes. Oniri, the boy hero, 
receives one from his brother, 
who found it among discarded 
objects tucked away in the 
house. No ordinary cupboard, 
it functions like a microwave 
oven. You place a 3in plastic 
figure of an American Indian 
inside; you close the door. You 
wait You open, and out pops 
not a steaming chicken casse¬ 
role but the same Native 
American, still 3in tall, but 
now living and breathing. 

Little Bear is his name. 
Iroquois his nation; he is 
frightened and perplexed. 
When he last checked, it was 
1761. Now he is trapped in a 
bizarre environment with car¬ 
peting. TV Westerns, and a pet 
rat who scuttles round the 
house inside a globe. To make 
little Bear feel more at home, 
you dig out a plastic tepee 


from a playbox. He feels the 
material: “Terrible!" he says. 

Readers of Lynne Reid 
Banks's children's stories have 
known about Omri and the 
magic cupboard since 1981, 
when the first collection was 
published, fn time. Hollywood 
tumbled to their charm; and 
they could not have been 
placed in bener hands than 
Spielberg’s associates Kath¬ 
leen Kennedy and Frank Mar¬ 
shall. and the scriptwriter 
Melissa Mathison. 

All were involved in E.T., 
and this gentle film, directed 
by the former Muppeteer 
Frank Oz. conjures up tne£.T. 
magic as a friendship builds 
between Omri and his visitor 
from another age. Omri’s 
character proves crurial. 
When the Jive Indian first 
appears, his eyes widen with 
awe and delight. But Ha] 
Scardino, a remarkable child 
actor, never lets Omri boil 
over with glee; he treats the 
little visitor seriously, and his 
earnest dreamy-eyed demean¬ 
our puts him in a different 
league from most street-smart 
Hollywood kids. 

The film as a whole stands 
apart In a show-off age. it 
delights in being reticent the 
special effects of Industrial 
Light & Magic exist solely for 
the story’s benefit little Bear 
Jiimself. played by Cherokee 
rap artist Litefoot is scarcely 
more boisterous than Omri; 
for any loud acting, you must 
turn to David Keith as the 
bumptious, drunken cowboy 
Boone, another plastic figure 
cooked into life by the micro- 
wave cupboard, or Steve 
Coogan as Tommy Atkins, a 
cheerful British soldier with a 
vital medical kit 
Since a toy Indian is in¬ 
volved. and this is the age of 
PC thinking, there is much 
talk of Native American lore. 
But Mathison's script pays its 



Omri (Hal Scardino) and Little Bear (Litefoot), the tiny Native American cooked to life in the microwave, in the charming The Indian in the Cupboard 


PC dues subtly, just as it 
lightly sketches the rough and 
rumble of the urban world 
beyond Omri’s bedroom. On 
the streets, a kid easily steals 
Omri’s money. Inside the 
house, through his adventures 
with the toys, he learns the 
skills and gains the wisdom 
necessary for survival. 

Oz has not always been the 
most controlled of directors: in 
his last comedy, Housesitter, 
he dragged his feet terribly. 
But the pace and tone of The 
Indian in the Cupboard are 
beautifully controlled. If you 
look for loud, flamboyant fam- 
ily fun, the film will certainly 
disappoint. Aim for quieter 
pleasures, and you will get 
them in spades. 

No one should expect delica¬ 
cy and good taste from Ace 


Ventura: When Nature Calls. 

Bat droppings, skunk piss, a 
mouthful of phlegm: these are 
some of the tasty ingredients 
in this relentless sequel to Jim 
Carrey’s breakthrough film of 
1994, Ace Ventura, Pet 
Detect ive. 

In earlier Carrey vehicles, 
the script usually allowed you 
to look elsewhere if the star's 
antics started to pall There 
were sidekicks, sparring part¬ 
ners or bountiful sped a] ef¬ 
fects. Here the man stands 
very much centre stage, and if 
you don't like his mugging 
there is nowhere else to go. 
except through the exit 

Even Carrey’s fans may 
wince from the glare of their 
idol's spotlight. He contorts 
his face as gleefully as before 
as Florida’s antic animal 


sleuth, now on a mission in 
Africa: but after experiencing 
the digitally enhanced distor¬ 
tions of The Mask, his hyper¬ 
active mouth and eyes begin to 
appear almost sedate. 


T he intense focus on 
the star attraction 
also reveals the cruel¬ 
ty and unattractive 
narcissism built into Carrey's 
personality. As he swaggers 
through the jungle, being nice 
neither to humans nor ani¬ 
mals. the anarchic brio that 
appeals to the young soon 
wears thin. You want Id throt¬ 
tle this preening monkey, or at 
least kick him in the pants — 
especially the yeliow-and- 

f reen striped pair worn in the 
lm’s poster. 

Matters begin amiably 


enough with Ace attempting a 
mountain rescue of a raccoon: 
a parody of Sylvester Stallone 
in Cliffhanger. When his mis¬ 
sion fails, depression sends 
him to a spiritual retreat in the 
Himalayas. 

From thence the film travels 
to Africa (South Carolina, 
actually), where the Great 
White Bat, a sacred creature of 
the Wachati tribe, has been 
stolen just when its services 
are required at the wedding of 
the chiefs daughter. Here the 
humour, or lack of it, really 
starts to bite: you know a film 
is in dire straits when an 
effusion of spit (the tribe’s 
greeting ritual) becomes a 
comic highlight 

Where The Indian in the 
Cupboard falls over back¬ 
wards to be respectful to 


Native Americans. Ace Ventu¬ 
ra: When Nature Calls show's 
no compunction about treat¬ 
ing Africa's tribal races as 
laughable fuzzy-wuzzies. Ian 
McNeice and Simon Callow’s 
stereotyped British colonials 
generate slightly better jokes, 
although Steve Oedekerk. the 
writer and director, can never 
dislodge the mean-spirited at¬ 
mosphere hanging in the air. 

Just occasionally, the film's 
humour and bad taste fuse in 
such a way that you become 
transfixed by the grotesque 
spectacle, half amused and 
half appalled. The best exam¬ 
ple involves Carrey, a fake 
rhinoceros, and a crowd of 
gullible tourists. But to nail 
down the detail might rob 
potential audiences of their 
one solid chance of laughter. 


Oscar’s young contenders 


CONCERTS: Triumph against the odds in Paris; great Britten in London 


A contest for 


budding 


British 


film-makers is 


attracting 


quality work 


W hen the third Uqyds 
Bank Channel 4 
Film Challenge 
reached its, dosing date for 
entries, last Friday, its 
organisers were astonished to 
find that more than 2J500 had 
flooded in — 25 per cent up on 
last time, and 50 per cent more 
than in the first year. What’s 
more, one of these 2^00 hope¬ 
ful film-makers (ail aged be¬ 
tween II and 25) could actually 
win an Oscar. 

Seriously. Next month one 
of last year’s winners of this 
trawl for young screenwriters 
— You Know My Story, by 
Jennie Roberts — may well 
win the New York Festival 
award in the young film¬ 
maker category. It is on a 
shortlist of four from an inter¬ 
national entry of nearly 3,000. 
Lloyds intends to go one better 
next time, and aim for die 1997 
Oscars. 

The Roberts film is a re¬ 
markable piece of work: a 
ghost story about child abuse, 
written by a 14 -year-old who 
has no first-hand experience of 
either main elements in her 
story. The Lloyds competition 
itself is also a phenomenon. 
When its eight second-year 
winners had their ten-minute 
films televised in July, thqr 
drew a million viewers each. 
The films, documentaries and 
dramas ranged widely in sub¬ 
ject: murder and brutality, eth¬ 
nic community devetopmoit, 
black comedy, the psychology 
of pop fens, pop-music ma¬ 
nia... 

Despite good viewing fig¬ 
ures, only in September did 
Channel 4 decide to keep the 
competition for another year. 
That it has survived is a 
tribute to the sponsor's de¬ 
termination. At one stage, as. 
Channel 4 shuffled the project 
between two commissioning 
editors, David Goldesgeyme. 
Lloyd's sponsorship'manager, 
considered shifting the com¬ 
petition tQ cinemas., and ai- 



D aniel Harding 
wrought a miracle in 
Paris on Monday 
night. The 20-year-old En¬ 
glishman. who is spending a 
year as Claudio Abbado’s 
assistant at the Berlin Phil¬ 
harmonic. replaced Simon 
Rattle for the City of 
Birmingham Symphony Or¬ 
chestra’s concert at the 
Chatelet and earned a noisy 
ovation. But it was a close- 
run thing. 

The problems facing con¬ 
ductor and orchestra were 
almost unsurmountable. To 
start with, the programme 
featured the Schoenberg 
Piano Concerto and Mahler’s 
Das Lied von der Erde. 
which ' are not standard 
works in an experienced 
conductor’s repertory, never 
mind one whose career ran to 
just two full concerts with a 
full-size orchestra. 

Peter Seiffert, scheduled to 
sing foe tenor role in the 
Mahler, had already with¬ 
drawn before Rattle pulled 
out for family reasons. There 
was also the uncertainty 
about whether the orchestra 
would actually reach strike- 
tom Paris. “It was tempting 
to cancel", said Ed Smith, the 
general manager of the 
CBSO. “How could we find 
someone to do that pro¬ 
gramme in a dty we didn’t 
know we would reach?" 

In the end Harding carried 
the night so memorably that 


You Know My Story, written by Jennie Roberts, has already won acclaim in America 


most convinced the Odeon 
chain to take it on. One ten- 
minute short could easily be 
tacked on to the end of a 
feature, he argued, and young 
writers and directors would be 
directly associated with the 
revival of British cinema. Bur 
because feature films are now 
run end to end, even a short 
programme addition to every 
screening through the day 
could make the sessions run 
into the early hours. 

There was also a sponsor-, 
ship problem. The trailers we 
see in cinemas around Britain 
are sponsored by TSB. whose 
c on tract prevents any other 
financial house having a ma¬ 
jor cinema sponsorship. Ma¬ 
deleine French, series 
producer for the production - 
company. Compulsive View¬ 
ing. said: “ Lloyds were terrific. 
They could have walked away 
from it. and no one would 
have thought the worse of 
them — but they didn’t” 

Now both television and 
cinema are back in the frame. 
After representations from the 
British flint industry's guard¬ 
ian angels. Sir David Putin am 
and Lord Attenborough, it was 

Channel 4*S director of pro¬ 
grammes, John Willis, who 
stood up for the Challenge and 
appointed a single commis¬ 
sioning editor, Lucinda- 
Whiteley. to drive it 
“Decisions of this kind will 


always be made year by year, 
that’s normal." Whiteley says. 
“But the Challenge has be¬ 
come an important part of the 
Channel 4 output It’s the only 
completely open competition 
in which every submitted 
script is guaranteed to get a 
reading." 

Hie Odeon chain is still 
talking, and so now is Virgin, 
the new owner of the MGM 
chain. The suggestion is that 
one Lloyds short be shown 
each evening- Even the spons¬ 
orship problem seems to have 
disappeared with the merger 
of TSB with Lloyds. The films 
could get a simultaneous cine¬ 
ma season to complement 
their exposure on Channel 4. 

T he great strength of the 
Challenge is that it tin- 
covers talent that could 
not be found in any other way. 
Susan Nickson was a 14-year- 
old Runcorn schoolgirl when 
-she won in 1993 with a piece 
called Buddha's Legs. She was 
Invited to write a half-hour 
piece for Channel 4 and 
turned in Life’s a Bitch, a hot 
favourite for a Bafta award in 
March. Now 17. she has 
already made the vital con¬ 
tacts for a career in film or 
television. 

There are. saw Kate Des of 
Compulsive viewing, clear 
trends in this year’s entries. 
Hie influence of Four Wed¬ 


dings and Shallow Grave is 
palpable. “There seems to be a 
preoccupation with the death 
of parents, too" she said. “But 
alot of the scripts are based on 
personal experience, and that 
makes them very fresh." 

Chris Main, the author of 
Boom . Boom, one of this year's 
successes, would still be work¬ 
ing in a Tyneside shoe factory 
if he hadn't gone in for the 
• Challenge. lies says: “He 
saved his money up so he 
could take a year off to write. 
What he’s gained from this is 
knowledge, experience and 
confidence." 

The scripts are worked on in 
degrees of thoroughness be¬ 
tween their raw state and 
filming. Two St Andrews girls 
were told that there was not 
enough money in the budget 
for the five main characters in 
their script, and they offered to 
run a cake sale at their school 
to pay for the extra actor. 

Directors for the pieces have 
to be under 30 and to have 
made a film already. French 
and Des select them from 
sdiools and the industry. 
“That has been enormously 
valuable to me," says 
Whiteley. “I have used three 
directors myself on other pro¬ 
jects as a result of the Chal¬ 
lenge — and one of them won 
me an Emmy this year." 

Simon Tait 


Late substitute 
carries baton 



place ofabsent Rattle 

Thomas Hampson. the 
American baritone in Das 
Lied, called his achievement 
“nothing short of incredible”. 
A full house that included 
Henri Louis de la Grange, 
the noted Mahler scholar, 
gave its acclaim and it was 
an exhausted young man 
who walked off into the Paris 
night. 


CBSO/Harding 

Chatelet Paris 


The Chatelet management 
was initially reluctant to ac¬ 
cept an unproven English¬ 
man as Rattle’s locum. 
Rattle, however, knew his 
man. Harding served as his 
assistant in Birmingham two 
seasons ago when Rattle 
pubiidy endorsed him in 
Symphony Hall before a 
performance of Bartok*s Mi¬ 
raculous Mandarin suite. 
Even so. Harding had to fib 
when his manager (and Rat¬ 
tle's). Martin Campbell- 
White, phoned him in Berlin 
last Friday. He had never 
conducted the Schoenberg, 
“but I lied because I wanted 
the gig". As for Dos Lied, a 
musical peak in anybody's 
atlas, he had done it once in 
Italy, “with a bunch of 
farmers". 

Harding was given a com¬ 
radely hand by Emanuel Ax. 
tlie soloist in the Schoenberg, 
and Hampson played a real 
“captain’s innings". Was it 
intimidating? Only up to a 


point “1 know everybody in 
the orchestra so 1 wasn’t 
scared." Harding said. "Dos 
Lied is a piece I have known 
for as long as ! can remem¬ 
ber and I couldn’t say 'no' to 
an opportunity of getting to 
know it better." 

So well did he seize his 
chance that the Orchestra de 
Paris, seeking a replacement 
for Carlo Maria Giulini next 
month, asked if he would like 
to take over. He can’t, but in 
April he conducts the 
Sharoun Ensemble, the Ber¬ 
lin Philharmonic's chamber 
group, at the Salzburg Easter 
Festival. On his 21st birthday 
he will conduct the Rotter¬ 
dam Philharmonic at the 
Amsterdam Concerigebouw. 
and beyond lies a Luc Bondy 
production of The Turn of the 
Screw in Aix-en-Provence. 

Out of potential disaster, 
then, came triumph. The 
CBSO repeated the Mahler 
in Symphony Hah on Tues¬ 
day and record it next week 
with Hampson and Seiffert. 
This week alone they will 
play seven concerts, under¬ 
lining once again the versatil¬ 
ity and professionalism of 
British musicians. At the end 
of a year when our orchestras 
have received bad news with 
every post it is worth honour¬ 
ing what we often take for 
granted. 

Michael 

Henderson 


Revelling in the music of the words 


W.H. AUDEN was at the 
Wigmore HaU on December 
15, 1936, to hear the first 
performance of Britten’s set¬ 
ting of his poem. Under¬ 
neath an abject willow. 
Fondly dedicated to Britten, 
it told him. in no uncertain 
terms, that “All that lives 
may love; why longer Bow to 
loss With arms across? Strike 
and you shall conquer." 

Britten never did — or at 
least not in the way Auden 
may have wanted. Gradual¬ 
ly, they grew apart 

The willow song did not 
make it into Barbara 
Bmney's recital in the 
Wigmore Hall’s Britten 
Song Series: we must wait 
until January 24 to hear it. 
And the early, rapturous 
Auden settings On This Is- 


Barbara Bonney 

Wigmore Hall- 


fond give little indication of 
the tensions between the two 
of them. Nobody, for in¬ 
stance. would ever suspect 
that, as Donald Mitchell has 
suggested. Britten found 
Auden's verbal wit and huge 
vocabulary "intolerably bur¬ 
densome". 

In the voice of Bonney and 
under die fluent fingers of 
Julius Drake, the perfect 
empathy of words and 
music, the answering of in¬ 
flection to inflection, form to 
form, reminded us only that 
this encounter with Auden's 
verse was to form the well- 
spring which would nourish 


so much in Britten’s respons¬ 
es to English poetry. 

Bonney’s re-creation of the 
ecstatic, transitory move¬ 
ment of the animal kingdom 
in Fish in the unruffled 
lakes, her brilliant, golden 
trumpeting forth of the Han- 
delian Let the Florid Music 
Praise!, her sharp charm in 
the cabaret-style As it is. 
Plenty — all added to the 
stock of revelation in this 
excellent series. 

Gabriel Woolf, too. provid¬ 
ed real illumination in his 
pre-performa nee collage and 
reading of Auden’s prose and 
poetry, the last in the 
Wigmore's series of talks on 
writers who influenced Bril- 
ten. And that was that for the 
evening. As ever, the Britten 
was spread a little thin (the 


series, after all, must run and 
run). Bonney built the rest of 
her redial round Haydn and 
Mendelssohn (certainly not 
known as word smiths of the 
first order), and ended it with 
eight songs from Hugo 
Wolf’s Italienisches 
Liederbuch. 

Here, once more, the word 
came into its own. Bonney 
made sure that each line of 
Wer rief dich denn? (“Who 
Called You Then?") took on a 
different tone of indignation: 
enjoyed the heart-stopping 
pauses in the songs of yearn¬ 
ing; and, again with admira¬ 
ble understatement, chat¬ 
tered her way through Wolf’s 
own little catalogue song, Ich 
hab'in Penna. 

Hilary Finch 
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CHOICE 1 


Egw, 

"A 


Tie me pumpkin 
down, sport 
Rolf Hards opens 
in Cinderella 


VENUE: Tonight at the 
Birmingham Hippodrome 



CHOICE 2 


Peter Donohoe 
joins the CBSO 
for a dose of epic 
Tchaikovsky 


THE* 


:TIMES 


VENUE: Symphony Hall, 
Birmingham, today 


ARTS 



CHOICE 3 


VISUAL ART 


The Marx Brothers’ 
Animal Crackers is 
recreated as 
a stage show 


VENUE: Tonight, Royal 
Exchange, Manchester 


n * :■ > 

: 


Tips for would-b^ ^ 
artist’s models, V: 
from one who . 
has revealed 
all in the 
cause of culture 


• *52 - 




LONDON 


MUSICAL FE S TI V i n tS: The Wlgmore 
rwrrenrtes to a tat ot the rto-ho 
rcpatoee tonight, whan the GtAtiafi 
Siring Ensembte otters a programme of 
Christmas Classics, tram Ccrell to 
Grtsg Lynda Russel, Catherine Wyn- 
Rogers. Ian Partridge and Simon' 
Batten jcei The Sodeen choir and 
otdBStra a St John's ter Handers 
nighty Messiah, as pan ol the Magenta. 
Oretmas Festival there wf be a' 
programme d traditional carets lor The 
Socisen’s first-ever frarafyeonsert 
tomorrow 

Wigtnore HaU. Wigmoie Street. W1 
(0171-935 2141) Tonight. 7.30pm. 

St John's, Smrth Square. SW1(0171- 
222 T061J. Torogtit. 730pm. Fn. 2.30pm 

ASHTON DELIGHTS'Curtain up tor 
the Royal Bolel’s Tales otBaaimPoaet 
—defcgttful tor adute and enthralng 
lor younger Ians. Toreght's performance 
oper&wSh Addon's Les Patmeure. sal 
to Meyerbeer's music end endlong the 
rhythms ol «se •sl-ators Tales is shown 
wtn the Royal Batet SchooTs P&bs end 
Ihe Wotflomonow 

Royal Opera House. Covert Garden. 
WC2(D171-304 4000) Tonight, 7pm. Fn. 
12pm ® 


TODAY’S CHOICE 


484647). Tonight. 7 30pm. Nod In 
Street. Strode (01458 442846), Sat. 


A daSy guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Kris Anderson 


The sets should os quite spectacular, 
complete with a htuen late and a aw* 
putted by white Shetland ponies 
Hi p podrome, Hurst Street (0121 -622 
7486) Opens torigrt. 7.15pm Contact 
box office far schedule © 


MANCHESTER: Ban Keaton. Joseph 
Atosst and Toby Sedgwick play the Marx 
Brothers in Anhui Crackers, #» 
stags show ot the old mane. Gregory 
HereovmdEnmf) Wdk cxKSrea the 
mayhem. 

Rayaj Exchange, Si Ann's Square 
(0161-833 9833). Opens lortght, 

7 30pm. Then Mon-Thurs. 7.30om. Fti 
andSeL 8pm: mat Sal, 4pm © 


Lois Rathbone recalls the chills, cramps and consequences of baring a ll in the name of a rt 

The naked and the damned 


ELSEWHERE 


BIRMINGHAM' Gary Wirnot. Rolf 
Hams, Judy Cornwell and Robin Cousins 
team up for a np-roaring Cfnderafc 


Also In Bkmngham. pane# Peter 
Donohoe toms Srmon Rattle and the 

Ctty of Birmingham Symphony 
OrolMMtra today tor a doubtobU feast 
erf Tchaikovsky: Piano Concerto No 1 
and the caneriete second ad at The 
Nutcracker. Seasonal nurse and 
cardftng late over tomonw and 
Safi* day 

Symphony HaU. Broad Street (0121- 
212 3333) Today. Z30 and 7 30pm. Fn. 
7 30pm. Sat. 2.30 and 7pm. G 
CARDIFF- Welsh National Opera 
continues its 50th anntwrcary 
ca te n a tions wan a Umefy small scale 
tour ot humpordncL's Hansel and 
Gretef Performed n Engssn. and 
sutobte tor cMdren of all ages, as fang 
as they 3re over eight Designs are by 
the ever-fnven tree Laz Brotherston. 

Star Centra. SptoO Road Q (01222 


HKMWG: Another star-spangtad 

pario opens today this Dick 

WMHIngkm boasts Lesley Joseph, 
Roeemane Ford. Knss Atehusi and 
Robert Duncan. 

Now Vlclorla, Peacodrs Arts Centre 
(0483 761144) Tonight, 7 30pm. 

Coreact box office for schedtie G 


L eighton House Muse¬ 
um has been holding 
auditions for a cente¬ 
nary exhibition. Two 
scantily-clad actresses have 
been sought to impersonate 
Dorothy Dene, muse to 
Frederic Leighton- Having 
once done a similar thing 
myself, let me offer the women 
a few tips. 

Like Dorothy Dene, the 
successful applicants, Fb 
Cullen and Kate Hargreaves, 
are of medium height and 
unfashion ably buxom, with 
pre-Raphaelite hair. Physical 
similarities aside, they are 
required to keep still and. as 
they will find out, that can be 
incredibly tiring. 

As a former model at the 
Royal College of Art, I once 
posed publicly as Manet'S 
Olympia. The occasion was a 
charity ball in the Royal 
College’s studios in Kensing¬ 
ton, four years ago. As part of 
the evening's entertainment, I 
was being sculpted by the 
young artist Ben Panting. 

Mine was not a particularly 
convincing imitation of Ma¬ 
net's demi-mondaine — a slip 
of a gut But the presence of a. 
naked body in the room 
seemed to have a liberating 
effect on the revellers. One 
young woman arrived as a 
caryatid, dressed only in a 
sheet and white body paint 
After a glance in the direction 
of the chaise-longue, she dis¬ 
pensed with tiie sheet altogeth¬ 
er. Mayhem ensued. A young 
man started undoing his bow 
tie in emulation: a barman 
pouring a drink missed the 
glass. Pinned to my oouch. I 
was being chatted up by a 
Greek cabaret singer called 
Otis, who became increasingly 
persistent in his attentions. 

The Leighton House girls 
are being asked to imperson¬ 
ate the model for Lord Leigh¬ 
ton in his study of a sleeping 
woman. Flaming June, as pan 
of the museum’s centenary 
celebrations to commemorate 
the artist's death in February. 
The exhibition organisers 
have looked for actresses rath- 


LONDON GALLERIES 


BrttWi Museum: Westmnster Kings 
and tee Modena) Pataca ol WesJnwisw 
10171-6381565) .. Ha yw ar d: Art and 
Power Ejrrjpe under the dictators 1830- 
19451071-9283144].. National 
Gaflery Paintings from Manorial Toot 
Houses (0171-747 2885) . National 
Portrait Galtary ftaiiaid ana Mans 
Casway(0171-3080055)... Royal 
Academy: Africa: Ait ol a Comment 
(0171-439 7438) . Tale: Ccfti Sefr. 

The Art of War 1939-45 (0171-887 
8000) .V* A: Jain Art from fade 
(0171-9388500) 


□ ACCORDING TO HOYLE The 

tensions of today threaten a group of 
trends who have ptayed poter together 
for ta years New pfcfy oo rra ntssmn gd 
from Wiliam Gambiara 

Hampstead, Swiss Cottage Centre. 
NW3 (0171-7223301) Mon-Sat apm. 
mat Sal 4pm G 

O A CHRISTMAS CAROL Revival c* 
lan Judge's popular but over-sweat 
production Owe Francis plays 
Scrooge 

BarMcan, Sik Street. EC2 (0171 -638 
8891) Mon-Sat. 7.15pm, most mats 
sold out. Umd Jan 13 © 

H THE GLASS MENAGERIE Sam 

Maudes radiant production- 2oe 
Wanamaher and Clare Starter ptey 
mother and daughter. Ben Waldon is 
Tom 

Comedy. Panton Street. SW1 (0171- 
369 1731) Mon-Sat. 7 JQpm; mats Sat, 
plus Dec 28 and Jan 4.3pm. 

□ HOBSON’S CHOICE: Frank 
Thornton in the mte role ol Harold 
Bnytouse'*, -warm-hearted Comedy 
tJichota McAuirtte and Graham Turner 
excelieru as daughter and son-«viaw 
Lyric. Shaftesbury Ave. Wi toi 71-494 
6045) Mon-Sat. 7 30pm; Sal. 3pm © 

fi JOLSON. The highs and lows ol the 
snger with with a monster ego Brian 
Conley belts out the songs: Sally Ann 
Triplett is an impressive Ruby Keeler. 
Victoria Palace, Victoria Street, SW1 
(0171-834 13171 Mon-Sat. 7 30pm: 
mats Wed and Sal, 3pm (g 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kir 
of theatr e 


i’s assessment 
fno In London 


■ House ftrlt, returns only 
B Some seats avaflabta 
□ Seats at all prices 


□ SOUTH PACIFIC- Patti Bouteye 
plays Bloody Mary « Phi Wlfaiotr’e 
prwJuctwn of me Rodgers 4 
Hammerstsfn tropical evergreen 
Drill Halt. Cherries Soeet WC1 (0171- 
637 8270) Tus-Sat. Jan 7.14:7 30pm 


B AN INSPECTOR CAUS Stephen 
Daldry's powerful production, min 
fi&choias Woodeson as the aS-kncmnng 
Inspector, and Edward Peel and Susan 
Engel as the pillars at sooety. 

Garrick, Channg Cross Pood. WC2 
(0171 -434 5085) Mon-Fa 7 45pm: SaL 
815pm; mats Wed, 2 30pm. Sat, 5pm 


□ WILD OATS: Anton Lessor as 
Rover, tie touring actor whose rad. ts a 
patchwork ol the rates he has played 
Higtiy enjoyable revival of John 
O Keefe's. 1791 farce. (No pert Dec 23) 
Matronal (Lyttelton). South Bank, SEl 
(0171-9128 225231. Tonight-Dec 28. 

7 30pm: mats Tue. Thurs. 215rm © 


□ THE MASTER BUILDER- Peter 
Hatfs sexuafy understand production 
Alan Bales ire smoldering hem; fine 
performances by Gemma Jones and 
Vcfona Hamilton 
Theatre Raya!, Hsymafcet. SWi 
fOI 71-930 88001 Mor-Sat 7 4Spm. 
mats Wed and Set. 3pm & 


O THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS 

Jeremy Sfacfen plays the ebullient Toad 
in the now annual return ot the Naitona! 
Theatre production. Still delightful 
Old Vic. Waterloo Road. SEl (0171- 

928 6655) Mon-Sa 7 30pm: mats Wed, 
Sal, dally tn week ol Dec 26.2.30pm Q 


LONG RUNNERS 


□ RETURN TO THE FORBIDDEN 
PLANET A marvellously med mix ot The 
Tempest with Great Balts ot F*e and 
other cosmc hits of the 1950s and 
1960s 

Shaftesbury. Shaliestxiry Avene. WC2 
(0171^79 53991. Mon-Thure. 8pm; Fri 
and Sat. 5pm arid 8 30pm Also Dec 
27.2 30pm 


B Buddy Strand (0171 -930 8800) 

B Communicating Doors Getgifa 
(0171-494 5530). □DaadGuRy- 
Apo»:< (0171-494 5070) □ Fhra 

Guys Named Moe Afaery (0171-369 
1730) . B Grew. Doaimor (0171- 
4166060) B Indian Ink Aidwych 
(0171-4166003) .EOfhrarf. 
Palladum <0171-494 5020) .□The 
Woman In Black Fortune (0171-836 
2238) 

Ticket mkxmallon suppted by Sooety 
■of London Theatre AMMtabMy at time 
of going to press; check box office. 


NEW RELEASES 


♦ BABE (U)' Glonous. vivacious family 
film about a sheep-hading prg. with a 
casl ol talt-ng arvmals Die-^or. Chns 
N'joran. 

Barbicsng) 10171-636 6891) 
dopham Picture House (0171-498 
3323) Empire (0171-437 12341 MGUk 
B aker Street (0171-335 9772; Fuffnn 
Road 10171-370 2636) Trocadere(S 
(0171-434 0031) Odeon Swfss Cottage 
(01426 914 098t Ptare lOTTi -»37 
1234) Rio (017)-264 6677) Ritzy (0171- 
7372121) UaWhlteteysBlOl 71-792 
3332) 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's a ss e emm e n t of 
films In London and (where 
indicated with the symbol ♦ ) 
on release across the country 


33231 MOMa: Baker Sheet (0171-935 
9777) Chelsea (0171-352 50961 
Fulham Rood (0171-770 2636) 
Odeons: Kemington (01426914666) 
Leicester Square (01426 9156831 
Marble Arch (01426 914501) Swfss 
Cottage (01426 914996) UC1 
WNMeys 8 (0171 -792 33J2) 


LA BELLE ET LA BETE (PGl Ftevrvat 
of Co^eau'i enchaniing version ol 
Beauty and (he Beast, wth Jean Maras 
and JnseUe Day 

Everyman (S (0171-435 1S25iNFT 
tOI 71-928 3232) RRzy (0171-737 2121) 


♦ TTE TIE THAT BINDS (18): Nasty 
thnlfar about chHd adoption, vmth Keth 
'^rradne aid Daryl Hannah. 

ISGM Trocadaro S (0171 -434 00311 
Ptaa (0171-4371D34| Wamorfi 
(0171-437 434J) 


CURRENT 


♦ MURDER IN THE FIRST (15) 

Flashy but absorbing Alcatraz drama, 
with Kevin Bacon. Christian Stater and 
Gary Okknan Dreclcr. Marc Rocco 
Ctapham Ptctwe House (017i 4J6 
3323) MGlts: Fulham Road (0171 -370 
2636) Kaymmket (0171 83915?7i 
Odeon Swiss Cottage (01426 9140961 
UCf WhBeieys E (0171-792 3332) 
Warner B (0171-437 4343) 



er than professional models. 
They may be remembering 
TOda S win ton's recent perfor¬ 
mance at tiie Serpentine Gal¬ 
lery. where she “slept” in a 
glass coffin, although in this 
case the actresses have some 
lines to speak. But members of 
the acting profession tend to 
be a fidgety bunch, incapable 
of sitting still, so the 
organisers might have been 
better advised to make their 
selection from the art schools. 

Exhibitionist by nature, pro¬ 
fessional models lack the tal¬ 
ent for more active performing 
roles and. for this reason, take 
the business of keeping still 


seriously. Their job demands 
the utmost in human endur¬ 
ance. Perched high on the 
studio's wobbling pillar, one 
side of the body is singed by an 
antique heater, the other ex¬ 
posed to a draughty window 
in February. All the while, a 
teacher throws encouraging 
comments at the students: 
"That’s it, but make it bigger. 
Much bigger." Which part of 
your body does he mean? 

Quentin Crisp, a shy young 
man with his dothes on. 
brought a sense of theatricality 
to life classes in the 1940s. He 
would roll on the paint- 
daubed floors, twist himself 


into impossible contortions, 
balance en arabesque on top 
of his perch. Students would 
unhook him from the picture 
rails and beg him to stand as 
though he were simply wait¬ 
ing for a bus. "What lurid of an 
injunction was drat?" he rea¬ 
soned. "when, at a bus stop, I 
looked as though I were on the 
dais of some life room." 

Similiar eccentrics could be 
found at the Royal College. 
One model, a fanner by day. 
was middle-aged but capable 
of holding a difficult position 
for hours. He was also quite 
without inhibitions, with one 
exception. He insisted on 


wearing his farmer's hat at all 
times. Without it he felt quite 
naked. 

My evening's labours as 
Olympia, as anyone who has 
sat for a portrait will know, 
rapidly became an exercise in 
pain control. The simplest 
pose can become agonising 
within minutes. To lie still for 
seven hours, I was supplied 
with restorative glasses of 
champagne at half-hourly 
intervals. 

The organisers of the Leigh¬ 
ton Exhibition will need to be 
equally thoughtful to their 
muses: And please, no 
caryatids. 


THE SHOOTER 1181 USrrerrtial 
(Dotpfi Lurrdqron) comes to Prague to 
prevent an assassination Video to-Jeter, 
directed by Ted Kotcfwtf 
MGMTrucadero 0(0171-434 0031) 


THE BROTHERS McMULLEN (15) 
Insb-Amertcarts agonise over love, 
coramitinant and beer. Feature debut 
by wHer-dlrectcif Edward Bures. 

Gate © (0171 -727 4043| Lumfare 
10171-8360891) Ritzy (0171-737 2121| 
Screon/Green (0171 -226 3520) 


• THE SWAN PRINCESS (Ul Wizard 
rMeawrK wedding ol Prince Dere) and 
Pnncess Odette Bland animated tarry 
tale Director. Richard Rrch 
MGM Trocadera © (0171-434 0031) 
UO WMMtoysG 10171-792 33321 


♦ THREE WISHES |PG>. Hobo 
spreads wisdom In tfie American 
suburbs Dawdkng romantic lantasy 
directed by Martha Coofcdge. with 
Patrick Swayze and Mary Elizabeth 
Mastramcrvo 

IIGM Trocadaro © (0171-434 0031) 
Warner ® (0171-437 4J4J) 


IN THE BLEAK M0WINTER (15) 
Actors struggle to mount Harriet. Over 
mamc comedy from Kenneth Branagh, 
with Michael Maloney. Josh Colters 
MGM Tottenham Court Road (0171- 
636 6148) Odaora; Ha y ma rtet (01426 
915353) Kensington (01406914666) 
Swiss Cottage [01426 914098) Ritzy 
(0171-7372121) Watermans (0181- 
568 1176) 


♦ THE SANTA CLAUSE f(J) Divorced 
dad becomes the new Santa. Broad 
farrsiy comedy with a human face, 
featuring Tim AJIen 
MGM Chotsea (0171-352 5096} 
Odeons: Kensington (01426 914666) 
Swiss Collage (01426 9140981 West 
End (01426 915574) UC1 WWteteys© 
(0171-79233321 


♦ TO DIE FOR (15). Defoous soaal 
satte about a television weather ^rt's 
murderous lust tor glory 'jus Van Sant 
Creels Nicoie Kidman and Matt D<Bon 
MGM Haymaritet (0171-8391527) 
Odeon Kensington (01426 914666} 
W*ner©(0171-437 4313) 


♦ GOLDENEYE (12) Pierce Brosnan 
twirMes as the new James Bond Arip- 
roarmg thriller with a sense of humour; 
with Sean Bean Marts* Campbel 
dirOCfc 

Barbican © (0171-638 8891) 
Ctapham Picture House (0171-498 


UNSTRUNG HEROES (PG|- Diane 
Keaton directs this ecrantnc heart- 
wareer about a bey's charmed Me with 
crazy relatives With Nathan Win, Arde 
MacOoweli. John Turtunro 
MGM Tottenham Court Road |017|- 
638 81481 HHzy (D171-737 2121] 
Scraan/Hll © (0171 -435 3366) 


B en Stevenson’s produc¬ 
tion of The Nutcracker 
for English National 
Ballet is only four years old, 
but already it seems of pen¬ 
sionable age. Its tired effects 
cannot be blamed entirely on 
the Festival Hall's shallow. 
d3nce-hostile stage. When 
dancers over-act as if they 
were in a football stadium, 
then it is the company which is 
at fault 

The jokes which were once a 
stronger feature of Stevenson's 
staging than his choreography 
now fall as flat as the exagger¬ 
atedly tottering, precarious old 
folks of die Stahlbaum's 
Christmas party. The naugh- 


Sugar without the plums 


ty. boisterous antics of the 
children need more finesse to 
raise a laugh. 

An exception, though, was 
Yat Sen Chang’s terminally 
riotous FritK he convinced by 
his bouncing dancing and 
youthfulness. So did Paul Lew¬ 
is’s Drosselmeyer. satuminely 
elegant and mysterious. 

The most horrifying perfor¬ 
mance, however, came from 
Alice Crawford as Clara, 
whose sugary, prettified man¬ 
ner made your teeth hurt. Not 
an arabesque, not a tiny 


The Nutcracker 

Festival Hall 


incident passed without em¬ 
barrassingly ecstatic toothy 
smiles, wide-eyed astonished 
delight, girlish transports of 
wonder. She must have a 
strong technique to allow for 
such minute detail in her 
dancing; if only she would 


accept that less is often more. 

Yet the company as a whole 
is looking good — as it has 
been in the two years of Derek 
Deane’s directorship. Ensem¬ 
bles are brightly polished in 
their unison and attack. 
Roman Rykin as the Nut¬ 
cracker Prince has the super- 
arched feet and rum-out of his 
Russian training, although 
some strain ultimately tended 
to show. In this production he 
gets to partner two ballerinas: 
Josephine Jewkes's Snow 
Queen, restrained, grave- 


faced. but very stylish; and 
Cecilia Kerche’s Sugar Plum 
Fairy. 

Kerche. a guest from Brazil, 
bears a passing resemblance 
to Princess Grace in her 
middle years and has a facility 
which allows her to do any¬ 
thing. You want an immobile 
balance in attitude with head 
turned back over one shoul¬ 
der? Or a pirouette ending 
perfectly on one knee? Or a 
diagonal of the solidly centred 
fouettes? Then Kerche is your 
dancer, adept, experienced 
but. like Rykin, somewhat 
lacking in glamour. • 


Nadine Meisner 


ART GALLERIES 


MASTERPBCE" Wal St Journal 

SUNSET 


CAMBRIDGE BOA cc 0171494 
9B4cc(nobkgfee}312199Z/344 
4444 Ops 413 3321/ 3121970/ 
494 5454 


LAST WEEK--Oretm* at 
Banksfae". A festive sstedton ol prarfs 
and rekreckus by Mention of Tho 
Rgyti Watercolar Sooety and Royal 
Society of P ten teP i WnM ai. Open: 
WadB-fti 106. Sw 1-5. fiw 
admisacn. Banktids Gstey, 48 
St SEl .0171 928 7521 



DANCE 


24FR CREDIT CARD B00KMG8 
CALL 0171344 0055 (blq tea) 
GRP BOONNG 413 3302 (t*fl lee) 
No bookfafl tee for Atielphi 
flat Offlce Cetera 

Mated MvnriknOm 379 8B84 
MaoMZAS Mela Thuri Sef 300 


EROYAL 
SS cc (Hkg fee) 24hr 7 days 0171 484 
5000044 4444/430 0000 Gq» 494 
5454/413 3311/3128000 

MISS SAIGON 

ire CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
17TME- 

ii ns 

YEAR! 
Sat 3pm 
el 3pm 
SDec 


FORTUNE Cov.Gdn 01718382238 

‘Ona ot ttw Ik req t po rt oi m te r ae 
on that Wnt End ates* WM* On , 


LYRIC Stan Are BO/CC 0171494 
5580 cc 0171344 4444 (no t*g fee) 


“A braoflh ol fraab ate" Tvtiw 
HESULCSSUNJAN7 


Grahan Tamar 


PALACE THEATRE 0171434 0909 
cc24tnpqfee) 0171-344 
4444 Gnat 01714133311 
THE WORLD'S MOST POPULAR 


n«HCE BIWARD 0171734 8951 
cc(3ftr no t*g tee) Fret CM 420 0100 
/0171344 4444 Groups 330 8123 


SADLER'S WELLS 0171 7138000 
UNION CRY BALLET 


HtvIljWNcTFFj 


Untl Jon 6 

Mon&l 730, tats ZTgMD 
Jan Bet 230 No peris Dbc 24 


ALBBIY BO 0171 3891730 
cc 0171 344 4444 (no bkg fee) 
Gp0171 4133311 

“FIVE STAR SHOW 

-JRREasnBLE" DExp 

FIVE GUYS 


COMEDY B0 & cc 01713891731 
cc 0171420 0000 (no Mcq fee) 

Z0E WANAMAKER in 

THE GLASS MENAGERIE 

by 7QBESSEE WKJJAMS 
Directed by Sara Mondea 
Evea 730 Mats Sal 300 
LMTED SEASON 
Extra Mata 28 Dec A 4 Jan at 3pra 
to Parts & 26 Dec 8 1 Jan 


G8ELQU0 SHaflaabuiyAwinccc 
0171494 5530 (no t*g fee) 

CC 0171344 4444 (no t*fl tee) 
Groups 0171 4945454 

julia McKenzie 

COMMUNICATING 


HOBSON'S CHOICE i 
by Harold Brighouaa 
"MAGMRCENT.jn wsrang tat 
brims wtti tajjjHer" tXTel 
•Drank H o u sarfa dafcioutey (Squsnt 
revfvri is A OBJaHT" SM 
Eves 730 Mds Sat 300 
toPatennttnce Mon25Pac 
EXTBBBITD3FEB 


DUKE OF YORK’S 0171836 

5122/9637 ec 420 0000/344 
4444 (24 hra.no fee) 

ROYAL COURT CLASSICS 
Herey Goodman AWngOSAon 

Fred Pasracn Tim Potter 


DOORS 

by ALAN AYCKBOURN 
- A VBJXCVMKX CGKBrr 
THRLLER WOMDBFULY FUWY 
AH) G0OCLY SCARY' D.TS 
~vHfii ta auknea fa ten ROAPMG 
W7TW LAUGHTER AfCl£APWG 
FORWAfO N FWGHT fateprattent 
Em 730 Mate Wed & Sat 300 
No fafannanoa Men 25 Pee 


LRfi MISERARLRS 

NOW M ns 1TTH 
RE CORD— MO N O TEAR 
Evea 730 Mats Thi&Sat 230 
Eras Met Wed 27 Decaf 330 
to Rattaraance Mon 25 Dae 
Lefecomera not ateAtad 
uifltaktefwl 
LMTB3 NO OF SEATS AVAL. 
PALY FROM BOX OFFCE 


YOU'D BE CRAZY TO MBS ft* 


CRAZY FOR YOU 

“PUTS THE BRWHT UOHTB 
BACK M THE WEST END M 
DAZZUNO STYUP' MM On Sun 
Evas 7A& Mate lhu& Sat 300 
Extra Mat Wad 27 Dec at 3pra 
to Periomanca Mon 25 Dac 
QOOO SEATS AVALABLE 
_THBWEBC_ 


SAVOY THEATRE 0171836 888B 
a 420 0000 gnoa 3121970 No tto faa 
BBJNDA KEVM 

LANG McNALLY 

fa Tany Jctwon’s a are d 
wrefag comedy 

DEAD FUNNY 

"BStaMjf WUy md WUmT 

Eve stand 

McrvFri 8pm, Sat 315pm 
Sal met 5pm A Wad met 23(ten 


VICTORIA PALACE BO 5 cc (no 
te0)OT718341317cc(Mqjfae)O171 
3444444/3121098/4979977 
Groups 01713121997 (po Ha) 
/01718300123(bkg fee) 

BRIAN CONLEY 

^Ovas Oia parformaaea ol Ae 
4tecada n Mal on 8anfoy 
fcl 


HEW LONDON Dwy Lora WC2B0 
0171 «E 0072 OC 0171404 4079 24hr 
0171344 4444/420 0000 
(%pe 01714133311/9308123 
THE ANDREW UOYD8B8E7V 
TABJOTNIBWATIONK. 
AWWOWOMiMUaCAL 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLISEUM 0171632 6300 (24la) 
ENGUSH NATIONAL OPERA 
Toni 730 LA BH.1F WETTE 
Tcrnpr730TURANDOr 


80CTH STOWMQ YEAR 
Mn-Thu apm PH & Sot 6 « 345 
LAST 4 WEBS 

Fn & Sal 6|pm pertTop 4 pros 2 Mr 1 
to Pert a m a i K B Mon 25 Dac 


CRITERION 3891747/4200000/ 
3444444 

JONATHAN HARVEYS NEW 
HIT 


RUPERT STREET 


ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 0171304 
4000 tor to Ofii Standby fate. 
Tckete swteblB on the day 
The Royal Opera 
Tram. Wad 730 ABM 
Tta Royal EfeBot 
Tcn't 730 (Ftrt UghtJ, Set 1004000 
LESPATWEUftS/ 

TALES OF BEATWX POTTER 
Tofiw 1300 (Fins Fstonnanca) 
POS1 AND THE WOLF/ 
TALES OF BBATROC POTTER 


ALUWYCH cc 01714168003 
017142DOOOOta fee} 
Evgs73I, Itete Wed&Sa(30 
MARW CUSACK 


ROYAL FESnVAL HALL 071960 
4342 

ENGUSH NATKXWL BttlFT 




HYSTERIA 

Terry Johnson'* ’CUSTARD PE OF 

COMC BRtilANCr Tm Out 

Beal Comedy OlvfarAaad 
FOR 7 WratS ONLY 
Evee 730, Mat Sat 3pm 
No Part on Mm 25 Dec 


FORTUNE BO 4 CC 0171 836 
2238/01713128033 


HAYMARKET 930 8800 
cc 344 4444/420 0000 (bkg fee) 
TW PETER HALL COMPANY 
ALAN BATES GHMA JONES 
YuperbTms ‘manmlcusXta 

THE MASTER BUILDER 

■Peter HaTs ffaa new atagfagD-Tel 
Not to bamtasad on any account* 
S-Tms. 


CATS 

Evw 7.45 Mata Tub 4 Sal 300 
E»altaa27,280acsltan 
No UN 26 Dac 
No Farfermance Man 25 Dee 
LATE00MS8 NOT AOMTTH3 

WWEMJdTQnUMBM 
M0n0N,Pl£ASE BE PROMT. 
B ara open at 345 

LASTED MX OF SEATS AVAL 
DAILY FROM BOX OmCE. 


PHOBRXBQfCCOITt 3891733 
/344 4444/420 0000 (fee) 

DAVID CASSIDY 

STARS FOR 3 WEBS ONLY 
M WILY RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD BROTHERS 

STBWAME LAWRBICE 
CARL WAYNE 

-Brtngg tta a ra Se n c g IP thi toot 1 
and raotag Re ppprawT D MM 
Ewa7A5MfiiThura3Sat4 
**EXTWAaiATgDgCATS** 


PRMCE OF WALES 0T7183B 
6972/43)0232/344 4444/41680S 
Opa 0171420 0200/4133321 

TOMMY S1EEU3 
WHATASHOW 

TonaairV Shore paefca Ftata, 
Bang. Wtapyrf Ere O tawdaid 
Etgs Mart-Sal 8pm, Lfeta Wed 3pm 
SteSpm 

rn iitl—aiia—am 


SHAFTES8URY 0171379 £399 
0171344 4444 (24l¥/no tte fee) 
Grata 01714133321 

TOMMY 

PAU. KEATING KM WIDE 
As Tommy AaMnWMkar 


•J0LS0N* 

N A naaoandtog hR-S ul Toi 

•J01S0N* 

"Wo— —king ■ ■—on —ea Id 


•JOLSON* 

Evga Mon-Sat 730, 


ST MARTWS 01718361443 (no 
bkg tea) 0171497 9977 tag fee) 
Grata 0171312 W04 (no bkg tee) 
Evoa | Tubs 2.45, Sat54 8 
44tti Year at Ageta Chtetea 


Mala Wad ft Sat 300 
_Now booting to 28 Sap SB 
Stwe good aaata a—to a 


ONLY 4 MORE WEEKS! 

ManSet 7 43 Uals Wed. 3et 3pm 


HER MAJESTTS 24far 494 5400 
(Ug CC 344 4444/420 0000 (bkg 

fee) Ops «« 5454/413 3311/OT 6123 
ANDREW LLOYD WEB^TS 
AWARD WNWO HUSBAL 


D08BW0N rmta 0171418 
60SV 0171420 OCQD (bkg fee). Qm 
0171416 6075/4133321/420 0200 


THE PHANTOM OF 
THE OPERA 

Dtected by HAROLD FRMCE 


THE NUTCRACKER 

Und 6 January 

SWAN LAKE 


APOLO 44 5066/344 4444/420 
QOOa Eva 0. tab Thi 3 .5 & 315 


APOLLO VICTORIA cc 0171416 
8055 cc 24tn 0171344 4444/017143) 
0000 Gips 0171 416 8075/ 413 3321 

Antfrew Lloyd Webber* 
Hat production cl 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

“A REBORN THEATRICAL 
DELIGHT" Daly MJ 
Write hnudde iub 1345 (tty 
T« & Set15Jn Hcfcata tarn E1Z50 
NOPERF2SDEC 
EXTRA BATES DEC AT 3PM 




QARRKX 0171494 SD85/ 
01713121980 (no t*Qfaa) 


SfenhB SHANE RiCNE 
M SAMANTHA JULNUS 
’WR fuioia 3 hat, fan, taL" 
DMyMnv 

Eves 730, Mate Wad SSa3cm 
TICKETS AVAILABLE - APPLY 
DAILY TO BOX OFFICE 
EXTRA MAT 86 DEC 3PM 


NOW SKQ TO DEC 96 
Evtt 7.45 Mate Wad & Set 300- 
Appty to Bra Office da*/ tar returns 

Exta Met Thu 22 Dec at IDO 

total Mon 25 Doc 


| NATIONAL THEATRE BQ 0171928 
2252: Grps 0171620 074124hr 
ccUq tea 01714200000 
OLIVER Ton\ Tomer 7.15 A 
LmLEMGHT MUSIC Must 6 
lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, book by 
Hugh Wheeler 

LYTUETON Tort, Tomer 7J0 
WILD O ATS Jofti OXaefla 
COTTbtaLOE Tont Tomta 730 
CYRANO Edmond Rostand, adapted 
by Jetfader Vteira. tmdarad fate wraa 
_by Ran* Bo# 


PICCADILLY 01713891734 
oc24hra 344 4444, 
Gn»3121970/4133321 

•WINNM* 

BE5TMUSKAL 
Ewotag Standanl Awaad *96 
“CfC OF Tffi BEST MUSICAL 
PRODUCTIONS LONDON HAS 
9EeiFDRYEAfW , D£xprete 
“JERRY HERMANS 
WOMSmiL BURST OF 
MUSICAL RREWOnCST OMM 


aumsaqfcc<n Ugfe4 

01714945040044 4444 
Mm-Tlw 8pm, Fri BASpm 
Stf 23 Dm Qpen only no peri Dac 25 


ULY SAVAGE 


STRAIB THEATRES* Off&cc 

(no teo) 0171030 0600 

cc(t*g fee) 0171344444^200000 

Groups 0171413 3821/0171930 8123 

•BUDDY* 

The Buddy Hofly Story 

“BRSUANTSut 


PRISONER 

(m-BLOCKH 

THE MUSICAL 


MACK & MABEL 

THE HOLLYWOOD ROMANCE 
Uon-Ste at 745 
Mats Wad & Sat at 3JD 
ExtraManhnDBc2Bat3J0 


-A toga HR- 
ACMabnaaSnaairaba 
4WEEKSONLV1 
State &D.C.E125M24.0Q, 
UPf»QrdaE350 


•BUDDY* 

■WNDEHFUt STUHR* Sun Tel 

•BUDDY* 

TktaThuw 30 Fri 5J0 8 330 
Seta 500 A 330, Suae 300 
411 SEATS 1/2 PRCER4 530 PSF 
_ 7ft HEAVEtoV YEAR 


VAUDEVBLE 0171836 8987 cc 

4200000/344 4444 (no t*B tea) 
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The temporary 
home of the 
Royal Opera 
could be one 
of London’s 
prime landmarks 



Could Opera 
North’s maestro, 
Paul Darnel, 
be considering 
moving to 
the Coliseum? 


THE* 


(TIMES 


ARTS 



Mixed feelings 
are evoked by 
Jonathan Harvey’s 
mockery of — 
the lonely in 
his hit play 



Shimmering steel takes the strains 


T he temporary home 
lor the Royal Opera 
House, approved by 
planners on Monday 
night, looks set to break 
records for speed of construc¬ 
tion and value for money. The 
architect. Ian Ritchie, says the 
2350-seat theatre will be built 
in 16 months at a cost of EH 
million, or just E6.000 per seat 
Economy comes from the 
simple box form and steel- 
frame construction. Inside will 
be the largest stage in London, 
designed to take productions 
from La Sea la and the Mel in 
New York, and with backstage 
facilities allowing the ROH to 
have five productions in the 
repertoire at once, as at Covent 
Garden. 'Hiere is a fully 
motorised fly tower and space 
for ballet and chorus re¬ 
hearsals. 

“No one has built a steel 
opera house before. It will be a 
landmark for opera every¬ 
where,” says Derek Sugden, 
the project’s acoustic adviser 
and a veteran of Aldeburgh 
and Glyndebaume. “My only 
concern is that the acoustics 
might be better than Covent 
Garden,” he adds, half- 
jokingly. 

What began as a demount¬ 
able theatre now looks set to 
become a permanent fixture 
on the south bank of the 
Thames by Tower Bridge. A 
major opera house must be 
100 per cent soundproof, solid 
enough to keep out the sound 
of low-flying helicopters as 
well as jumbo jets. Ritchie 
hopes to achieve this at reason¬ 
able cost by adapting the 
techniques of civil engineer¬ 
ing. The outer walls will be 
built of wire baskets of loose 
stone, which engineers call 

K -rs and use on river- 
. But the mesh will be in 
woven stainless steel creating 
an effect like chain mail.’‘lit 
tangentially at night, the 
whole exterior will shimmer," 
says Ritchie. 

Window frames will be in 
flame-sprayed zinc and 
bronze, while the fly tower will 
be wrapped in a silver-grey 
membrane. 

After (fork, the big excite¬ 
ment will be foe sight of Tower 
Bridge ablaze with floodlights. 
Indeed, the views from the 
new opera house could hardly 
be bettered. There is nothing 
to impede the view of the river 
and die Tower of London: no 
buildings, no cars, just a slope 
of lawn down to the embank¬ 
ment-walk. Ritchie has taken 
full advantage, placing all the 
foyers at the front, with floor- 
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Past and future perfect an artist's impression of how the Southwark opera house will look by day and night, juxtaposed with the ornate Victorian splendour of Tower Bridge 


to-ceiling glass and a roof 
terrace. 

The inner acoustic box of the 
auditorium is designed like a 
cofferdam, consisting of two 
skins of folding steel plates 
with sand poured into the gap 
between to block out sound. 

The interior will have steel 
walls and ceiling, and unpol¬ 
ished bronze balcony fronts. 
“It will glisten like silver but 
not reflect the stage lights," 
says Ritchie. Seating uphol¬ 
stery will be in five shades of 
Hue, with carpeting restricted 
to the aisles. “It is all reflective 
materials to achieve the best 
acoustics." says Sugden. 

In plan, the auditorium Is 
neither a horseshoe nor a fen 
but gently curved, providing a 
view of the whole depth of the 
stage for all — essential for 
ballet. 

The balconies are not canti¬ 
levered from the wall in the 
traditional way, but suspend¬ 
ed from the ceiling trusses by 
tension rods, placed so they 
will never impale views. As a 
result, the balconies stand free 
of the rear wall, allowing the 
back of the theatre to be as 
dramatically upltt as the front 
curtain. 

Now that Southwark Coun¬ 
cil has voted planning permis¬ 
sion, John Gummer, the 
Environment Secretary, has 21 
days to review the proposal. 
Any delay could scupper the 


project since the Ritchie opera 
house must be ready for 
Covent Garden's planned clo¬ 
sure in September 1997. 

The site owners, property 
group St Martin's and South¬ 
wark Council, have vested the 
land in a trust They believe 
the new theatre will help 
regeneration of the area and 
want it to remain there after 
the Royal Opera and Ballet 
return to Covent Garden in 
the year 2000. The one big 
problem is that the developer. 
Greater London Enterprise, 
has yet to line up the second 
tenant vital to the finance. Yet 
Jeremy Isaacs, director of 
Covent Garden, remains con- , 
fidertt “There are all sorts of 
people keen to come in after 
us, including an American 
corporation and ENO if they 
decide to refurbish the Colise¬ 
um." he says. 

The "American corpora¬ 
tion" is widely believed to be 
Disney, which needs a large 
London theatre for its block¬ 
buster stage musicals. 

How will audiences get to 
the new opera house? South¬ 
wark will not allow car park¬ 
ing on the site but says 
Ritchie, there will be a dropoff 
point for coaches and queue¬ 
ing for 30 taxis. "The Northern 
Line at London Bridge and 
Tower Hill Underground are 
both only six minutes' walk 
away," he says optimistically. 


Maestro at the crossroads 

A miQiWngtotheiuture The conductor Paul Daniel is happy aboul «?*»« 

music director of Eng- -£-*_•?- rather odd. donl you think? 

lish National Opera? At yvith Opera North - for the “ The problem for opera 

moment, he tells Richard Morrison 



A m I talking to the future 
music director of Eng¬ 
lish National Opera? At 
the other end of the line there 
is a pause — not exactly of 
Wagnerian proportions, but 
certainly more man Webem- 
esque. “Well, what have you 
heard?" says die conductor 
PSiul Daniel, coyly. 

What I have heard is that 
Daniel — very tall, very thin, 
very talented — has certainly 
been asked to succeed the ill- 
fated Sian Edwards at the 
Coliseum. No surprises there: 
at 37. he has five years 
experience at the helm of 
Opera North behind him, as 
well as regular guest conduct¬ 
ing at distinguished opera 
houses in Munich and Brus¬ 
sels. And he is now "talking" 
to the New York MeL Few 
doubt that he would be ideal at 
ENO. But I have also heard 
that he turned the offer down. 

Another pause down the 
line from Leeds, where Daniel 
is resting between rehearsals 
for tomorrow’s big new pro¬ 
duction of Verdi’s Luisa 
Miller. “I would certainly take 
the offer extremely seriously if 
it were offered. 1 was lucky 
enough to work at the Colise¬ 
um at the beginning of my 
career. Watching David 
Pountney at work, and the 
way that Mark Elder created a 
superb music staff, was 
invaluable. 

“But being tipped for a job 
puts you in a difficult position. 
The first assumption is that 
you are willing to abandon 
your present task. Whenever 
you move from one thing to 
another, there is always a 
sense of guilt a feeling that 
whai you were doing previous¬ 
ly was merely a stepping stone 
to bigger things. Opera North 
does not deserve to be used in 
that way. It has so much 
talent. And I’m very happy 
with whar l am doing here at 
the moment." 

So that’s a “no", is it? 


Another pause. “I stress the 
words ‘at the moment’,” Dan¬ 
iel says mysteriously. But does 
he think that ENO can recap¬ 
ture the high old times it 
enjoyed in the 1980s? “I think it 
is dangerous for people in 
opera to harp on about the 
past We are all part of a 
museum culture as ft is. The 
point about ENO is that it 
could have a great future." 

But Daniel is dearly not 
going to reveal in this conver¬ 
sation whether he will be part 
of if. What, though, of Opera 
North? If its productions are 
as exciting as its marketing. 


the punters of Leeds should 
fasten their safety belts. Not 
every opera company has its 
advertisement banned by The 
Sunday Times, on the grounds 
that its punchline — “They 
came. Did you?", under a 
picture of a couple in a 
passionate clinch — did not 
instantly evoke the pleasures 
of an evening at the Grand 
Theatre in Leeds. 

“Wonderful." says Daniel. 
"If opera is not about sex and 
death, what is it about? When 
you consider that the newspa¬ 
pers were quite happy to run 
the Squidgy tape in frill, this 
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“Being tipped fora job is difficult’' Paul Daniel says. “The 
assumption is you are willing to abandon your present task" 


Spoof melodrama 
proves diverting 
as The Streets 
of Dublin comes 
to the streets 
of Brixton 


Faster, cheaper, stronger - plans for the Royal Opera House’s temporary home at Tower Bridge impress Marcus Binney 



sudden concern about taste is 
rather odd, don’t you think? 

“The problem for opera 
companies is this: when 1 look 
in a magazine like The Face l 
don’t understand it any more. 
Pushing 40,1 am on the wrong 
side of a generation gap. and 
so is our audience. That’s why 
we must reach out to the 
young. But when we do. we 
sometimes run into trouble." 

There is plenty of sex and 
death in Luisa Miller — and 
(incidentally! some cracking 
good music, too. Yet Tim 
Aibery's staging for Opera 
North (he did a fine Don 
Carlos with Daniel too) will be 
the opera’s first professional 
British production outside 
London. “The work is not just 
blood-and-thunder politics, 
and it's not just domestic 
tragedy." Daniel says. "It is a 
subtle mixture of both. It was a 
blueprint for. Verdi’s “big 
three", and it's as much an 
ensemble piece as Fa!staff." 

Daniel's record for reviving 
the unfamilar and premiering 
the new is unrivalled in British 
opera. He believes that Luisa 
Miller is exactly the sort of 
work that Opera North should 
be tackling. "You have to be 
careful about doing rare 
works, that's true. Audiences 
are very choosy now. Gone are 
tiie great days of the Eighties, 
when people would book £150 
worth of subscription tickets in 
one go. But we are determined 
not to go down the road that 
leads to popular repertoire 
and nothing else. 

“And the great thing about 
Opera North is that it is a 
young ensemble. Most people 
in the company are tackling 
this repertory for the first time. 
We are coming to it as virgins. 
So is most of our audience. 
There is an intense sense of 
adventure." Just like the ad¬ 
vert said, then. 

• Luisa Miller opens tomorrow at 
the Grand Theatre. Leeds (01 Li- 
346 5906) 


Merry 

festive 

run-up 

YOll can almost feel the 
schedulers straining at the 
leash. The pre-Christmas 
week offers the oppurtunity to 
show' a little self-discipline hj 
eschewng anything to do with 
seasonal programming, .the 
better to justify next week’s 
excess of yule. 

But the best of intentions 
can be breached by the Euro¬ 
pean Broadcasting Union. 
Last year the EBU co¬ 
ordinated Christmas Around 
Europe, a live hook-up which 
went on for 14 hours. This year 
that ambitious jaunt has been 
both extended and contracted. 
Christmas Around the World 
went out on Radio 3 on 
Sunday, adding Russia and 
America to the geographical 
reach. But whereas it took 14 
hours to get around Europe, 
the world occupied only eight 

I could not hear all of it. but 
what 1 did hear — including 
Greek folk music. Byzantine 
religious songs, chants from 
the Russian Orthodox Church 
and, in the final evening 
session, spirituals sung by 
glee clubs in Atlanta — in¬ 
volved a spectacular variety of 
music sufficient to put to 
shame narrow British 
celebrations. 

There was, however, some 
classically English fare on 
offer in the break between the 
two parts of Christmas 
Around the World. Sunday 
Play (Radio 3) had Freddie 
Jones as Falstaff in The Merry 
Wires of Windsor. 

Maddeningly, the theatrical 
academics who seek to dictate 
what is “acceptable" Shaken 
speare and what is not tend tu 
regard Merry Wives as a slight 
work. In fact it is a vastly 
entertaining parable of the 
middle classes. 

Jones, playing Fafsiaff for 
the first time in a long career, 
had the nuances exactly right 
and the piece was assisted, 
rather than interrupted, by 
Stephen Warbeck's music, 
written in the style of the time. 

Elsewhere this week, a iwo- 
parter called Two Tales of a 
City (Radio 5 Live} was the 
pick of the documentary out¬ 
put: watch out for part two this 
Sunday. The theme is sectari¬ 
anism in Glasgow and the 
lessons it may offer for North¬ 
ern Ireland. 

Most of the Catholic-Protes- 
tant warfare in Glasgow is 
played out through support 
for "the football teams Rangers 
and Celtic, and as such it tends 
to be more of a Saturday 
pastime than a day-by-day 
obsession, as reporter Henry 
McDonald pointed out. 

There is, of course, a symbi¬ 
otic relationship between Bel¬ 
fast and Glasgow, in that 
Protestants migrated to the 
former from the latter while 
Glasgow's Catholic minority 
is an immigrant population. 

The fact that the division is 
exemplified in the football 
clubs may say more about 
football titan it does about 
religion, but there is a particu¬ 
lar ugliness surrounding the 
concept of a mere game used 
as a vehicle for religious 
differences. A sobering 
thought, this week. 

Peter Barnard 


Three Raleigh mountain 
bikes to be won 


day The TSmes, continuing our Twelve Days of 
ristmas competition, brings you the chance to 
i a Raleigh M-Trax 2000 Shimano equipped 
umain bike. 

n the traditional carol, on the third day of 
ristmas. your true love would have sent you 
ee French hens, but your favourite newspaper 
sight a more acceptable — and practical — 
sent would be a prize that win keep the 

Idren happy kmg after the festive season is 

be takes are worth €420 each, inriuding _ 
jvery. They come in four frame sizes: 161/2inch 
table for 26-32 indi inside leg. Iffinch for 2?-32 
We leg. 20inch for 2?-54 inside leg and 22 mch, 
32-37 made leg. • 

hey have 21 STX gears, titanium handle bars 
h polished alloy bar ends and black handle 
ps. The toe dips are quick-release and there is a 
og for double water bottles. 

he main spedfications indude 

himano STX transmission controlled from 
pid Fire SL shifters, 

<-Trax series one MTB race frame. Exclusive 7 
e ermo performance MTB race design, light 
1 giving excellent frame rigidity. 


Suspension ready geometry, essential for 
upgrades. S-bend performance chainstays for 
stiffness and maximum mud clearance. 

Light wheel specification with Maxxis Direction 
Specific race tyres. Aksa rims and stainless 
spokes. 

M-Trax Performance custom designed bar seL 
Ugh (weight titanium bar. Fhrged me piece alley 
bar ends. Light forged alloy two boh racing stem. 

HOWTO ENTER 

Simply identify the folkwing lines from a popular 
Christmas carol. 


And a cold, frosty'morning 
Good morrow masters all 

Call our competition hotline below with 
your answer. The line is open until 
midnight tonight. The first correct entries 
chosen at random will win. Normal Times 
Newspapers competition rules apply. 


hoVuncoh 0891 66 55 34 
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THEATRE: Jonathan Harvey goes a bit too far; booing the villains in an alternative panto 


Laughing 
at the sad 

Rupert Street Lonely 
Hearts Club 

Criterion 


RUPERT STREET is in Bromley-by- 
Baw and its lonely hearts are at No 15. 
They are two youngish women who 
wander into Shaun's bedsit in search 
of company, and two men, one of them 
Shaun’s gay older brother and the 
other a butch transvestite with a job at 
McDonald's. Dean, the tranny, wants 
Marti, the gay brother; Marti loves 
Shaun; and Shaun pines for his vegan 
Juliet, away in Barbados. 

This is the latest play from the 
prolific Jonathan Harvey and, like 
Tennesse Williams’ The Glass Menag¬ 
erie. is a transfer from the Donmar, 
where it was co-produced by English 
Touring Theatre. He has an acute ear 
for different speech habits, skilfully 
placing phrases at cross-purposes to 
generate laughter, of which there is a 
great deal, chiefly in the first half. He 
shows daring in his treatment of the 


woman from upstairs, who is possibly 
called Clarine, although she is by no 
means sure of this. 

While not precisely unhinged, her 
mental hinges are evidently under 
strain, yet Harvey makes us laugh 
repeatedly at her breezy attempts at 
soda! chatter, all of which go wrong. 
Elizabeth Berrington gives a brilliant 
performance as this dotty creature 
with her adenoidal squeaks, but she 
and the author walk a tightrope across 
the ugly chasm of mockery. 

Unease is compounded by Harvey’s 
undoubted mockery of George (Wendy 
Nottingham}, the second woman, a 
transfixingly boring teacher who knits 
Javanese-patterned skullcaps, sets off 
on demos to counter fascism in 
Welwyn, and is so drearily sensible she 
becomes hilarious. 

Marti and Shaun are each con¬ 
strained by emotional inhibitions that 
Harvey does not manage to make us 
believe in. Scot Williams's Shaun is 
disconsolate and Marti (Tom Higgins, 
excellent} conceals his fears and shame 
beneath the royal icing of camp. 

I therefore have mixed feelings about 
the play, but none about the quality of 
die performances in John Burgess’s 
production. James Bowers’s hunky 
Dean, equably stepping out of his Fill 
skirt and feathers and into his Big M 
uniform, is a moment to cherish. 

Jeremy Kingston 


Ham, but 
no turkey 

The Streets of Dublin 

Shaw, Brixton 


THIS spoof melodrama, stuffed with 
absurdly sneaking villains and amus¬ 
ingly sickening goodies, is an enjoy¬ 
able alternative to the seasonal pile of 
pantos. Adapting Dion Boudcaulfs 
19th-century barnstormer, which 
changed its title as it toured (The Poor 
Of New York, The Streets of Islington, 
wherever). Counterpoint Theatre Com¬ 
pany's full-throttle cast and on-stage 
pianist make merry with newly added 
comical songs and Boucicault’s own 
plot. The latter is rife with baddy 
bankers, blackmail and burning 
houses, not to mention a suicide 
attempt by our hero Sir Livingstone's 
sweet girl Lucy, reduced to beggary but 
saved for wedding bells in the end. 

Fergus Linehan's adaptation frames 
the play as a production by Bouci- 
caulvs. own travelling players, over¬ 
acting something rotten and trying to 
remember which town the action is ser 
in this time. The placing of this partic¬ 


ular staging in Dublin is peculiar 
because we have obviously rolled in off 
the not so fair streets of Brixton. The 
scaffolding set is, unlike the fine cos¬ 
tuming, a tad scrappy. The historic 
spectacular of the burning house is 
smoke withour fire. Still, it fits the 
scenario of the ropey troupe. 

Moreover, the frame, which could 
result in tired cod-acting, actually lets 
loose truly funny over-the-top perfor¬ 
mances under Judith Roberts’s high- 
energy direction. Edmund Rente's 
gaunt Bloodgood, the banker with evil 
moustache, speed-counts a wodge of 
money with mad scrabbling and sings 
his mean solo. You can boo till you're 
blue, snapping his fingers like some 
frightful matador. Adam Meggido is 
terrific as Bloodgood's small satanic 
clerk, punctuating his fines with pre¬ 
posterously staccato twists, his legs at 
angles Edmund Kean never reached. 

Peter Land's Boucicault irritates at 
first with his cloak-swishing and 
bombastic volume, but Land tickles 
you increasingly with his vain postur¬ 
ing, indelible grin, and sudden bursts 
of song when supposedly broken¬ 
hearted. The production is sharp in its 
satire of token sympathies with pover¬ 
ty. Meanwhile, the fulsomely trilling 
suicide duel, by Lucy and her mother 
(Fo Cullen and Judith Paris) sends up 
sentimental tragedy a treat. 

Kate Bassett 
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Peter Ackroyd on the Dickens of Little Dorrit 


Comfort lost 


in the pursuit 


of ecstasy 


T he three years of 
Charles Dickens's life 
covered by this vol¬ 
ume were filled with 
restlessness, energy and anx¬ 
ious labour. They were, in 
other words, quite characteris¬ 
tic At one moment he is in 
Boulogne, the next in Paris, or 
Dover, or London — “ran 
across Piccadilly to Stratton 
Street — stayed there an hour 
— and shot off here. 1 have 
been in four cabs today at a 
cost of Thirteen Shillings.” It is 
characteristic of him, also, to 
capitalise the sums of money 
involved. 

And what was he doing in 
London, this middle-aged and 
very eminent novelist? He was 
buying a new house; he 
was editing a weekly 
periodical. Household 
Words: he was acting 
and directing a drama 
partly written by Wilkie 
Collins; he was making 
speeches; he was helping 
to organise a home for 
fallen women, even con¬ 
cerning himself with the 
drainage of the soil and 
the fabric of the inmates' 
dresses; he was prepar¬ 
ing a series of public 
readings which would 
take him all over the 
countiy (and which 
would, eventually, kill 
him); he was devising 
his famous Christmas 
stories. 

He was, incidentally, 
also writing Little 
Dorrit in monthly instal- 


THE LETTERS OF 
CHARLES DICKENS 
Volume 8:1856*18® 
Edited by Graham Stony 
and Kathleen Tlllotson 
oup.m 


was described by Blackwood's 
Magazine as “twaddle", one erf 
the many thoughtful judg¬ 
ments now being passed upon 
him by die more intellectual 
reviewers. Twaddle has never 
lasted so long, or so brilliantly, 
however, since die central 
story and characters of the 
book are sustained by Dick¬ 
ens'S own sense of the fate 
overtaking him and his conn- 



Dickens in 1858: mid-life crisis 


merits. “Its always Yesterday 
with you.” a character in one 
of his Christmas stories puts it, 
“or else Tomorrow, and never 
To Day — that’s where it is." 
He repeated the same senti¬ 
ments directly to John Forster 
in one of his many sad (if 
somewhat theatrical) letters 
during this period, “... to be 
never at rest, and never satis¬ 
fied, and ever trying after 
something that is never 
reached, and to be always 
laden with plot and plan and 
care and worry... As to repose 
— for some men there’s no 
such thing in this life.” He was 
still as alert and as sprightly as 
ever — with his military 
bearing and colourful clothes, 
he was an exotic creature on 
the streets of London — but he 
was beginning to look “care¬ 
worn". 

We may be inclined to 
believe that his reference to 
"plot” in that letter is ambigu¬ 
ous. since all the wonderful 
drama and mystery of his 
personality were even then 
being explored within the 
chapters of Little Dorrit. It 


try. Yet it is one of his funniest 
novels, and he laughed out 
loud as he wrote down the 
rambling dropsical speech of 
Flora Finching. 

The spectacle of Dickens 
laughing to himself, at the 
sheer comedy of his own 
inventiveness, is one of the 
many arresting images to be 
found in this latest collection of 
his correspondence. We see 
here how much he loved 
murders and fires, melodra¬ 
matic scenes from real life and 
mountebanks from the streets. 
Everything is extravagantly 
put “unspeakable", “over¬ 
whelming” “paralysing" and 
“infinite" are some of his 
favourite adjectives. In the 
letters describing his public 
readings, he revels in all the 
sobbing and crying which he 
was able to induce in the 
audiences. He calls himself 
“the remarkable man” “die 
Inimitable" and even, on one 
occasion, “the under-signed 
honey pot". He was a master 
of that humour which in these 
latter days has been called 
“camp"-, of one rather ageing 


and predous bachelor he 
writes, "...he asked me the 
extraordinary question, 'how 
Mrs Williams, the American 
Actress, kept her wig cm?’ I 
then perceived that mankind 
was to be in a conspiracy that 
he wears his own hair". 

So the eye, and the voice, of 
the novelist are ubiquitous in 
this correspondence. Of his 
dismantled study in Tavistock 
House he remarks on “all the 
chairs upside down as if they 
had turned over like birds and 
died with their legs in the air”: 
of his landlord in Boulogne he 
notes that he “went backing up 
the Avenue, with such a gener¬ 
ous. simple, amiable face that 
I half expected to see him back 
himself straight into the 
Evening-Star (which 
was at the end of it) 
without going through 
the ceremony of dying 
first” He remarks upon 
the smallest details, like 
the movements of a gold¬ 
finch in a cage, and even 
organises his letters as if 
they were indeed substi¬ 
tute works of fiction. In 
the messages to his 
somewhat hapless depu¬ 
ty at Household Words 
he reels off items with 
sub-headings such as 
“Begging Letters", “You" 
or "Me". To his illustra¬ 
tor. Hablot Browne, he 
remarks “Pray do not 
neglect this change”. It is 
the same despotic streak 
■ within his nature that 
inspired his furious 
charge against the Royal Liter¬ 
ary Fund, with five cry that “I 
am resolved to refbnn it or 
ruin it" 

The hardness of the man 
emerges most dearly, how¬ 
ever. in the events that domi¬ 
nate the last half of this 
volume. He suffered a familiar 
crisis of middle age, when he 
suddenly realised that he no 
longer loved his wife and had 
become half-disgusted with 
the course of his existence, but 
his reactions were never con¬ 
ventional. “I must do some¬ 
thing, " he wrote in his usual 
strident manner, “or I shall 
wear my heart away." 


H 



COLLECT 30 TOKENS FOR 

A CHANCE TO WIN £20,000 

FOR AN 80-DAY HOLIDAY 


Win a holiday to 
Tasmania for two 


Vie Times and The Sunday Times, are offering readers the 
chance to win one of SO holidays for two. plus 10 per cent 
discounts, to a range of destinations throughout the world. 

Today'S prize is a nine-day coach tour of Tasmania, die 
island which nestles at the foot of Australia, affectionately 
known as "The Apple Isle”. For the prizewinner and a guest 
including return, flights from die LHC the holiday is worth 
£3,7*10. The trip takes in some some spectacular scenery, 
including Cradle Mountain National Park (above). You will 
also see wild animals like wallabies, possums, Tasmanian 
Devils and tiger cat 

DEPARTURES: April 6.13 and 27. May 4 and 11,1996. The 
price for die land tour with our 10% discount is £792 per 
person, down from E880. and does not include return flights. 
TODAY’S PRIZE: To win today’s holiday answer the ques¬ 
tion below and phone our competition hotline: 0891 40 50 34 
which is open until midnight tonight The winner will be cho¬ 
sen at random from all correct entries received. Normal Turns 
Newspapers competition rules apply. 

/. What is Tasmania’s nickname? 


Calto are charged zt top par mauds cheap raw and 49p at aO other times. 


THEtfWfcTIMES 

Around 
the World 
in 80 Days 
£ 20,000 
TOKEN 74 


Australian RocMe Tows offers radars 
10% discount on today's hoBtiay and an 
the coadi tours featured tWs wade. 
The price covers twfnstm 
accommodation with brea k fa st? 
dinners. 1 lunch and sigh t se eing. 
For a brochure caB: 


01369 707711 


e did do some¬ 
thing. He expelled 
poor Catherine 
Dickens from his 
life and his affections without 
any regret or compunction, 
literally partitioning their own 
old bedroom in halves; he 
began to chase helplessly after 
a much younger woman, and 
at the same time to quarrel 
with his oldest friends. He 
demanded that a public state¬ 
ment about his affairs be 
issued in all the leading news¬ 
papers, much to the dismay of 
those who knew him best 

He had finally entered the 
whirlwind of his own 
passions, which were so 
strangely compounded of an¬ 
ger, resentment, anxiety and 
childhood horror. He could 
think of nothing but his own 
position and rode over the 
feelings of other people, to use 
one of his own self-images, 
“like a dragoon”. He terrified 
and amazed his children, who 
were reminded that “their 
father’s name is their best 
possession” They believed 
him to have gone mad. 

This crisis of his middle age 
cast a long shadow; during ms 
last years he became a much 
more hysterical and even ma¬ 
niacal figure. Yet he kept on 
writing. He knew by now that 
the gift of genius did not 
necessarily ensure a good 
character, but he had the 
certain belief that “my Books 
will speak for themselves and 
me, when I and my faults and 
virtues, my fortunes and mis¬ 
fortunes, are all forgotten". 
These letters speak for him. 
also, and it only remains to 
congratulate the editors of this 
volume for their skilful and 
resourceful reconstruction of 
the brilliant, desperate world 
of “the Sparkler”. 



Portrait of girl and pet monkey (1938-39) 


in his Saudades Do Brasil A Photograp, 


by Claude Levi-Strauss: one of many pictures by the great anthropologist 
ohic Memoir, Univ. of Washington Press, £26.95 (UK distributor. Biblios) 


Last stand of the printed word 


FOR MANY of my boyhood years. I had 
a source of information on which I felt I 
could always depend. Newnes Pictorial 
Knowledge, a ten-volume set that had 
Enid Blyton, no less, as associate editor, 
gave me a basic understanding of nature, 
history and—my favourite—fable, myth 
and legend, as well as providing a guide 
to such arcana as How Television Works. 
The Ait of Walt Disney and Good 
Manners for Boys and Girls. When I 
outgrew Newnes, I felt genuinely sad and 
never really found an adequate substi¬ 
tute. No doubt the Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica would have done the trick, but we 
couldn’t afford that and there didn’t seem 
to be much in between. 

Today, the market is crowded and 
technologically advanced. My son’s gen¬ 
eration want Encarta or Groller CD-Rom 
packages for their computers, and other 
multimedia encyclopaedias are already 
appearing to offer competition. Sound¬ 
bites (from Neil Armstrong on the Moon, 
Kennedy's inaugural address, Martin 
Luther King's “I have a dream" speech) 
exist alongside 3D representations of 
Saturn and a slowed-up examination of 
how a cheetah brings down its prey. 
History unfolds as a series of juxtaposed 
events and ideas that, in some cases, 
seem to leap out of the screen. 

It is all very exciting. But the printed 
word is not done yet This Christmas, the 




eight-volume Hutchinson Unabridged 
Encyclopedia (Helicon, £199) goes on 
sale, providing a first-class work of 
reference that manages to be both 
comprehensive and concise while em¬ 
ploying the latest computer-based 
graphics. These are volumes to browse 
through for pleasure as well as to consult 
properly pitched at the interested adult as 
much as the discriminating teenager, 
and they seem bang up-to-date. 


HUTCHINSON’S, while generally mid¬ 
dlebrow in its approach, really tries to 
cover the ground. Thus, the interested 
inquirer can find out about President 
Bush’s funding of the Nicaraguan 
Contras on a spread that also describes 
the industrial relations practice of “con¬ 
tracting out", contrapposta poses in the 
visual arts and the mysteries of continen¬ 
tal drift A decent biographical list is also 
included, while the maps and descrip¬ 
tions of countries, their histories, econo¬ 
mies and forms of government are not 
only current but encouragingly 
objective. 

Since this is an alphabetically ar¬ 
ranged enterprise, the extensive index, 
taking up more than half the last volume, 
might seem a little superfluous, but it 


does actually serve a useful function, 
linking ideas, individuals and concepts 
so that they can be-looked up even when 
not separately listed. . : n . . 

For those who want an abridged; less 
up-to-the-minute edition of the -same 
work for one twentieth of the price, the 
Wordsworth Encykipedia is available, 
in five volumes, for just £9.99: This 
includes 26,000 entries, 200 photographs 
and 300 line drawings and maps, and is 
remarkable value. 

The new edition of the one-volume 
Guinness Encyclopedia (Guinness, £35) 
restricts its information to just 784 large- 
format pages, but appears to leave little 
out It is a thematic volume, lavishly 
illustrated and with a superb maps and 
country reference section. It passes the 
Bosnia test with flying colours, taking its 
information right up to the recent 
ceasefires, and .will also please those who 
feel that no compendium .of human 
knowledge is complete without a photo¬ 
graph of Arnold Schwarzenegger in 
Terminator 2. ■ ■ 

In its section on newspapers, journal¬ 
ists are described as "people who do not 
know much but do know how to find out 
everything". A little harsh perhaps, but 
The Guinness Encyclopedia is certainly 
one more way of finding out. 


Walter Ellis 


N ot since Lord Curzon 
and Rudyard Kipling 
has there been a Brit¬ 
isher who can observe India as 
completely as Mark Tully 
does. The author of The Heart 
of India may not have Cur- 
zon’s geopolitical intuition or 
Kipling’s rich vocabulary, but 
he has penetrated Hindustan 
with as much panache as 
either of them. 

This latest book by the 
BBC’s Delhi correspondent 
emeritus is much better than 
his last No Full Stops in 
India, which lapsed into 
mawkishness. It tells its read¬ 
ers gentle stories that are. well 
just stories. Unlike other re¬ 
cent books about India, it is 
neither too long nor exhaust- 
ingly inventive. 

The Heart of India is about 
ordinary people: village 
women who cannot have 
children; a landless serf whose 
patience snaps and who hacks 
his feudal lord to death: a 
rural girl who goes to college 


From the banks of 


the sacred Ganges 


Tunku 

Varadarajan 


THE HEART OF 
INDIA 
By Mark Tully 

Viking, £16 


in Benares and becomes 
“modem": an ikka (pony-trap) 
driver whose life is changed by 
modem technology. There is 
no gratuitous use of Hobson- 
Jobson; his characters drink 
toddy and occasionally call 
each other things like behen- 
c Hod and chutiya, vulgarisms 
which Cox & King’s, the oldest 
tour operator to the sub- 



Tully: our man in Delhi 


continent, would never tell its 
customers about. 

In the directness of his style 
and parable. Tully has taken 
Munshi Premchand. the Indi¬ 


an novelist, as his model. 
Premchand wrote his novels 
and short stories in the first 
third of this century; and his 
succinct tales were set in tire 
parts of India which Tuliy 
knows best 

The states of the Indo- 
Gangetic plain are India’s 
most populous and quintes¬ 
sential. Tully has spent many 
years rummaging around 
there, in the countiy’s “cow 
belt", looking for both political 
insights and stories. The for¬ 
mer he has given to us. 
famously, over the radio; the 
latter he now gives us in this 
charming collection. 

Tblty's language is simple 
and unadorned. In this, too, he 


D 


onFausto de Rasero y 
Oquendo, the hero of 
die Mexican writer 
Francisco Rebolledo's first 
novel Rasero, is a bald Span¬ 
ish diplomat at the court of 
Louis XV. His passions are 
Enlightenment philosophy 
and full-breasted women, both 
native to the Parisian salon. 
Despite his ugliness, Rasero 

luckily possesses an intelli¬ 
gence bordering on genius, 
and hence an irresistible sexu¬ 
al attractiveness. But Rasero is 
cursed with second sight, for 
each time he makes love he 
has a vision of some 20th- 
century atrocity. 

Rasero is an innocent Fau- 
Stus driven to despair by his 
supernatural knowledge of the 


A sex and logic-chopping novel 


Amanda Foreman 


RASERO 

By Francisco Rebolledo 

Weidenfeld & Nicolson, £15.99 


depths of depravity awaiting 
mankind. In his search for a 
meaning to life, he has a series 
of encounters with the greatest 
philosophers of the age. This 
allows Rebolledo to take his 
readers on a tour of ideas, 
beginning with Descartes and 
encompassing Voltaire, Rous¬ 
seau and Lavoisier. 


But with one eye on 
Derrida, Rebolledo suggests 
that true meaning lies in the 
structure behind ideas. At the 
end of die novel the narrator is 
revealed as Rasero’s 20th- 
century descendant Francisco. 
The two men share one con¬ 
sciousness: the actions of one 
simultaneously affect the oth¬ 
er. The structure of life, 
Rebolledo seems to argue, is a 
circle, and that meaning is 
more symbolism. 

The sophistication of the 
novel's ideas is not matched by 
their rendering into English. 
With lines like "She was one of 


the few respectable ladies of 
the country who dared use this 
daring cosmetic touch'*, 
Rasero can seem embarras¬ 
singly amateurish. Yet even 
with a poor translation, parts 
of the book shine with imagi¬ 
native vigour. Rebolledo is 
capable of a lush, romantic 
style reminiscent of Gabriel 
Garda Marquez. 

Most of the time, however, 
he is distracted by the urge to 
lard his pages with facts. Too 
often his characters launch 
into soliloquies which sound 
as though copied from an 
encyclopaedia. When a writer 


places so much emphasis on 
historical detail he puts him¬ 
self under judgment asking 
his readers to accept his dis¬ 
quisitions on trust What are 
we to make, then, of such 
dangers as calling Count Axel 
Fersen, Marie-Antoinette’s re¬ 
puted lover. Hans Fersen? Or 
take Lady Maiy Wortley Mon¬ 
tagu, who went to Turkey in 
1716 and brought back small¬ 
pox inoculation: Rebolledo 
robs her of her title, marries 
her to the Montagu family, no 
relation to the Wortley Monta¬ 
gus, and retards her discovery 
by a decade, • 






Natasha 

Fairweatfaer 


the HIDING ROOM 
.By Jonathan WUson 
Seeker B Warburg. W- 


J irusalem has been called 
a necropolis. The burden 
of history hangs so heavi¬ 
ly on the city that the-dead 
continually impinge on; the 
lives of the living. Published 

soon after the burial ofYitzhak 

Rabin in Jerusalem, Jonathan 
Wilson's first novel takes , bn 
an additional poignancy. For 
The Hiding Room, too, opens 
with a funeral in Jerusalem. 

The burial business- is- 
booming in Israel.'Many.for-, 
eign Jews, locked inextricably 
into diaspora life, want to. be 
united with the land of Israel 
in death. The importing "of 
oorpses has become a macabre 
adjunct to the tourist industry. 
But Esta Weiss, the fragile 
heroine of Wilson’s no vel, h as 
never shown much affection 
for Israel. So when Daniel, her 
London-born son, discovers 
that her last wish was to be 
buried in Jerusalem, he knows 
that she is sending him a 
message from the grave.; 

The Hiding Room is a wdl- 
constructed novel of modest 
ambitions. It tells of Daniel 
Weiss’s quest to uncover the 
secrets of his mother’s past 
and find his father. It fa a 
journey which juggles, the 
reader between, contemporary 
Israel, which Wilson describes 
lovingly and convincingly, 
and 1940s Egypt and British 
Mandate Palestine. All of the 
characters are restricted by 
their respective historical 
straitjackets; the strength of 
the novel lies in the fact that 
Wilson eschews stereotypes 
and creates diameters who 
behave in unpredictable ways. 
The British are not invariably 
the baddies, although they are 
rightly shown to be pursuing 
an untenable and crud policy 
in Palestine. The Zionists too 
can be- racist. The Arabs, 
although initialtyhostile, are 
generous to the point of . 
bankruptcy. . 



-.rehieLRawlins,' a young 
British intelligence of- 

_.fitter in Cairo, should 

be as arrogant and prejudiced 
as his contemporaries. But 
there is something about-the 
skinny vulnerability of Esta 
which turns scepticism about 
file Nazi atrocities in Europe 
into faith, and physical revul¬ 
sion into sexual attraction. 
Captain Mendoza is an unor- 
tliodox army rabbi. A man of 
action rather than faith, he has 
a distinctly earthly taste for 
spirits and young men. And 
although it costs him his 
position in the religious hier¬ 
archy, he applies the Jewish 
maxim “If you save a life, you 
save the world" and puts 
Esta’s future before his own 
career. 

In spite of its descriptive 
prowess, however. The Hid¬ 
ing Room never quite adds up 
to the sum of its parts. The plot 
is predictable and somewhat 
banal. And the ethereal per¬ 
sonality and diminutive frame 
of Esta is not strong enough 
for its narrative burden. 


resembles Premchand, whose 
use of demotic Hindustani 
was a radical departure from 
the high-flown formalism of 
classical Indian literature. ! 

Tully does not preach here, 
nor does he seem to tak&sides. 
He has, instead, the mansufi- 
tude of a storyteller at peace 
with his characters. “I hope 
the stories are accepted,” he 
writes in his Introduction, “as 
they are intended to be — a 
tribute to the Indian villager.” 


T hey certainly are. that, 
and a very effective one, 
too. The home-spun sto¬ 
icism of rural India is caught 
nicely in Tully*s observations.. 
Nor does the glee and piquant' 
humour escape him. There is 
also, in the north Indian 
countryside, a certain Languid 
wistfulness: h is that-which 
drew, Premchand there; and 
latw drew. Tully.' And that is 
what makes The Heart .of; 
India such a pleasant, lflting 
book.- 


n-T-.V’- 


The. Pegasus Prize - was 
founded in 1977 by the Mobil 
Corporation, for literature 
which is rarely translated into 
English. “Rasero" the lengthy 
publisher’s note explains, won 
out of 427 entries m die Latin 
American division before a 
panel of distinguished jurors. 
With such hype the book hhs a 
very difficult task in.fulfilling 
its readers’ expec ta tions. That, 
u fails to do so is due "to 
Rebolledo's over-ambitious a£' 
tenpt to combine the whimsy 
of magic realism -with • the 
accuracy of historical fiction,' 
The result is a wooden pas¬ 
tiche which, compounded with 
an unfortunate translation^ 
fails io do justice *' to; 


Rebolledo’s ideassL - 
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Anew life of the man who created Sherlock Holmes fails to explain his abiding obsession with spiritualism, argues Ian McIntyre 


A nyone with ambitions to 
wmea life of Arthur Conan 
Doyle faces several dispirit- 
uig obstacles. One is that many of 
Conan Doyle's papers, a valuable 
source for several earlier biogra¬ 
phies. are no longer open to public 
scrutiny. Another is that many 
putaove readers are much less- 
interested in Conan Doyle than in 
his most famous fictional creation 
(large numbers of Sherlockians 
will. I realise, bridle at the word 
fictional. Perhaps I may proceed 
unmolested if I acknowledge that 
the lodgings in Baker Street are 
rooted even more deeply in die 
virtual reality of English life than 
The Bull at Ambridge.) 

“Of the numerous books pub¬ 
lished about Conan Doyle." Coren 
declares - hubristicaJIy. some 
may feel — "many are best left 
alone.” He has a point, though. 
The best argument for a new biog¬ 
raphy is (hat none of those we 
already have is entirely sarisfactor- 
y. Hesketh Pearson's short study, 
published during the war, is a 
lively enough read, but shies away 
from any serious examination of 
Conan Doyle's spiritualism. John 
Dickson Carr’s Life is more solid, 
though the American's reverential 
tone does not fall altogether easily 
on British ears. 

Conan Doyle’s French biogra¬ 
pher. Pierre Weil-Nordon, al¬ 
though not notable for Gallic 


Elementary clues to 
a study in obstinacy 


sparkle, made a substantial contri¬ 
bution in the 1960s, admirably 
transjated into English by Frances 
Partridge. Some of the most pene¬ 
trating writing about Conan Doyle 
is in Owen Dudley Edwards's The 
Quest for Sherlock Holmes (1983). 
but he carries the story only up to 
Conan Doyle's late twenties. 

All the more surprising, then, 
given the scope for the extension of 
the biographical quest begun by 
Edwards, that Coren should set 
his sights so modestly. 

Coren does not linger over the 
early Edinburgh days (lips will be 
pursed in Conan Doyle’s and Miss 
Jean Brodie's native city at the 
misspelling on line three of a 
prominent topographical land¬ 
mark). The young Arthur Ignatius 
is soon back from Sionyhurst and 
Feldkirch — remarkably well- 
adjusted. Coren feels, given the 
rigours of his Jesuit education — 
and immersed in medical studies. 

In his spare time he was already 
writing steadily, mainly adventure 
stories and historical romances. 
Chambers' Journal accepted The 


CONAN DOYLE 

By Michael Coren 

Bloomsbury, £13.99 


Mystery- of Sarassa Valley and 
paid him three guineas. He was 
already questioning and soon re¬ 
jected his Roman Catholicism. He 
was. he wrote later, “driven to 
agnosticism, but never to atheism, 
for I had a very keen perception of 
the wonderful poise of the uni¬ 
verse.” The first stirrings of his 
interest in spiritualism date from 
the early 1880s. 

By the end of that decade he had 
had some success with an histori¬ 
cal novel, published the first 
Holmes story, and decided to 
abandon medicine for literature. 
Within a couple of years he was 
telling his mother that Holmes 
was about to vanish, never to 
reappear. "1 saw that I was in 
danger of having my hand forced." 
he wrote in his memoirs, “and of 
being entirely identified with what 


I regarded as a lower stratum of 
literary achievement." His public 
was not pleased. Complaints were 
sent to MPs and the Prince of 
Wales and Conan Doyle received 
threatening letters. 

Coren does his besr, within the 
compass of his 200 pages, to tell 
the rest of the colourful story — the 
knighthood for propaganda ser¬ 
vices in the Boer War, Conan 
Doyle’S defence of Roger Case¬ 
ment, his attempts to enter Parlia¬ 
ment. his row with Bernard Shaw- 
over the sinking of the Titanic. He 
touches on the bewildering range 
of causes and controversies which 
Conan Doyle embraced — the 
need for a new international 
language, the organisation of Brit¬ 
ish sports. divorce law reform and 
the Loch Ness monster. 

Conan Doyle's first full book on 
spiritualism. The New Rewlation . 
appeared when the First World 
War was ending, and from then 
until his death in 1930 the subject 
eclipsed his interest in all else. He 
travelled extensively, lectured, 
took part in seances, made friends 


(and then fell out) wiih Houdini. 
opened and managed a psychic 
bookshop and museum. 

In the preface of his last book he 
quoted a passage from The Bridge 
of San Luis Rey. “She was one of 
those persons who have allowed 
their lives to be gnawed away 
because they have fallen in love 
with an idea several centuries 
before its appointed appearance in 
the history of Civilisation. She 
hurled herself against the obstina¬ 
cy of her time.” 


T: 


[ he central weakness of 
Coren’s book is that it fails 
to give a sufficiently coher¬ 
ent and convincing account of why 
Conan Doyle hurled himself 
against the obstinacy of his time in 
the way he did. The question is 
addressed with greater insight and 
assurance by both his French and 
American biographers. 

Coren. praised here and in 
America for his biographies of 
Wells and Chesterton, defines his 
intention as being to describe 
Conan Doyle the man — an 
amalgam of the doctor, the adven¬ 
turer. the journalist and above all 
the spiritualist He concedes that it 
is what Holmes once called “quite 
a three-pipe problem”. The conclu¬ 
sion at the end of this too-brief 
biographical sketch must be that 
on this occasion Coren did nor 
have enough tobacco in his pouch. 



Conan Doyle in the Boer Wan Britain’s staunchest advocate 


Footfalls in the Abbey 


I f you go to school at 
Westminster — as 1 did 
— then the Abbey is your 
school chapel. Being 
stared at every morning of my 
first term by Epstein's terrify¬ 
ing bust of Blake. 1 was left in 
no doubt that this was an 
extraordinary place. The pub¬ 
lication of two books wholly or 
partly concerned with it, to¬ 
gether with the catalogue of an 
exhibition devoted to the vari¬ 
ous restorations it has under¬ 
gone over the last 900 years, 
only serves to confirm that 
sense. The great thing about 
the Abbey is that it has never 
stopped being added to. al¬ 
though it has to be admitted 
that not all the changes have 
been For the better. Above all. 
it is a unique record of our 
nation’s history, and its 
nearest continental equiva¬ 
lents do not begin to compare. 
-Even if you managed to amal-; 
gamate Saint-Denis and. the 
Pantheon, or crossed St Peter’s 
with Santa Croce, the results 
would fall short of the mark. 

Ptiul Binski’s study is con¬ 
cerned with the Abbey in the 
13th and 14th centuries, and 
focuses on the relationship 
between the building and its 
contents and the royal family. 
This is art history with the 
emphasis on the history, but 
Binski is no dusty antiquarian 
whose senses swim at the 
discovery of a new fragment of 
this or that Names of such 
figures as Habermas and 
Hobsbawm are liberally spat¬ 
tered about the text and act as 
reminders of the fact that 
medievalists have generally 
proved more willing to cosy up 
to the modernistic strategies — 
to use a favourite word — of 
the New Art History than their 
Renaissance counterparts. But 
little here will frighten the 
horses, and die observation 
that works of art do not simply 
reflect the history of ideas, but 
are instead a part of it. is an 
important one. 

The royal tombs in the 
Abbey, which stretch on be¬ 
yond the historical limits of 
Binski’s Piantaganet brief, are 
nevertheless confined to the 
east end. where the magnifi¬ 
cent tomb of Henry VU by 
Torregiano -(whose other, 
murkier claim to fame is that 
he broke the young Michelan¬ 
gelo’s nose in a punch-up) is 
the grand finale. By the 18th 
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century, however, not even 
moderate eminence, far less 
supreme distinction, were re¬ 
garded as prerequisites for 
being buried — or having a 
monument — in the Abbey. 
Same exceptionally mediocre 
specimens got in. as becomes 
dear- frorma new study of 
Roubiliac, many of whose 
finest-rfforts in the funerary 
line grace file Abbey, by David 
Bindman and Malcolm Baker. 

O ne of file many 
fascinating issues 
they address is the 
correct way to 
universalise the achievements 
of the resolutely undisting¬ 
uished. Roubiliac failed to 
secure the commission for the 
monument to Wolfe of Que¬ 
bec. who met a hero’s end on 
the Heights of Abraham, with 
a design for a ciypto-Pterd, 
having previously produced a 
number of successful monu¬ 
ments for gpierals and admi¬ 
rals who died in their beds. 
Another violent death inspired 
the most far-flung of all 
Roubiliac's efforts in Port Roy¬ 
al. Jamaica, but Lieutenant 
Stapleton being blown up by 
his own cannon is far from 
glamorous. Bindman de¬ 
scribes the scene as unparal¬ 
leled in its lack of heroism, but 
the monument in the Abbey to 
Thomas Thynne (died 1682). 
who was "barbarously mur¬ 
dered in the Haymarket”, and 
is shown in his carriage being 
shot at by Konigsmark's hired 
assassins armed with flint¬ 
locks would appear to repre¬ 
sent some sort of precedent. 

If the Bindman contribution 
to this particularly well- 
matched pantomime horse 
concerns the why. then Mal¬ 
colm Baker gives us the how. 



and a catalogue of the monu¬ 
ments to boot His dose atten¬ 
tion to technical detail, 
especially with regard to how 
these great machines were 
actually assembled, makes 
this section utterly compelling. 
It is rewarding to be forced to 
realise that the tombs did not 
just drop into position from on 


high, folly formed, but instead 
bore rather more of a resem¬ 
blance to a set of DIY kitchen 
units — like which they had a 
nasty habit of not quite Gtting 
together properly. 

The exhibition of the Ab¬ 
bey’s restorations has been 
and gone, but the book richly 
deserves to live on. It tells a 


fascinating story well, and 
dwells upon such implausible 
tricks of fate as the concatena¬ 
tion of circumstances that has 
caused the remains of 
Grinling Gibbons'S Whitehall 
altarpiece, carved by Arnold 
Queliin. to end up in the 
obscure parish church of St 
Andrew's in Bumham-on-Sea. 


r*¥ Tilliam was theDcug- 
UW I as-Home who be- 
V V came a playwright— 
i contrast to his brothers of 
lat powerful Border dan: 
lec, the politidan. and Hen- 
the btrd-man. He had a 
ng and prolific innings, writ- 
ig 45 plays that were pro- 
jeed (eight more titan Will 
takespeare). but over more 
an 50 years. The productivi- 
and length of his career 
imaged ms critical reput- 
ion. And some of his plays 
aren’t much good either. 

He started writing plays at 
on and Oxford, and never 
in ted to do anything else, 
tey were the well-made light 
rnedies and Galsworthy so¬ 
il dramas, which are treated 
motically by television 
aps today, for the Mue- 
ised coach trade. Some of 
an. such as The Reluctant 
ibulan te and The Chiltem 
undreds, were top of the 
iddle-dass pops. A typical 
juglas-Home comedy might 
iture duchesses and debu¬ 
ttes. jailbirds and lovable 
Ishiies with red beards, 
okies,. bishops . and je¬ 
sses, with much ado on the 
“phone and misunderstand- 
js in the library- There 
uld be no evil or squalor, 
d even his stage villains 
iuld be given witty exit lines, 
pearing in it would be the 


Brave, but old world 
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fruitiest character actors in the 
business: A.E. Matthews, Wil¬ 
frid Hyde-White. Anna Mas¬ 
sey, Celia Johnson. 

His craft was superseded by 
the postwar drama of the 
“kitchert-sink” and “angry 
young men”, by satire and 
social realism for a less defer¬ 
ential age. New Comedy took 
over from Old. While his 
nephew Charles Douglas- 
Home was Editor of 77ie 
Times. William kept hanging 
in his hall lavatory a message 
to Charlie: “Sack Irving 
War die" (Wardle was theatre 
critic of The Times . and then 
the best in the business). He 
was sensitive to criticism and 
pig-headed about producers 
who tried to improve his 
scripts. So he made brave 
curtain speeches to hecklers in 
defence of plays that had been 
booed, told invited all theatre 


critics to debate their judg¬ 
ments on stage. Not surpris¬ 
ingly, none of them turned up. 

Douglas-Home was a but¬ 
terfly who wanted to be a bee. 
He was an idealist who stood 
for Parliament in favour of 
appeasement to try to avoid 
the Hitler war. He was cash¬ 
iered and sent to Wormwood 
Scrubs for refusing an order to 
join in the destruction of Le 
_ Havre. Appeasement — liter¬ 
ally. making peace — is a 
noble ad. but it does not 
enhance the career prospects 
of junior officers who have 
taken the king’s commission at 
the end of a bloody war. Like 
P.G. Wodehouse. he was out of 
touch with the national life- 
and-deaih desperation about 
the war. But whereas Wode- 
house’s butlers and bright 
young things and pigkeeping 
peers are timeless because 
they live in Never-Never Land. 
Douglas-Home's have dated 
because they are taken from 
his family and friends at the 
HIrsel before the world earth¬ 
quakes of war and postwar. 

Appropriately, silly-ass 
“Johruiers" Brian Johnston, 
was William’s lifelong friend 
from Eton. When WSham lost 



William Douglas-Home 

his driving licence at Oxford in 
the Brideshead Thirties, John¬ 
ston acted as his groom while 
he drove himself to lectures in 
a phaeton. At his wedding at 
St Peter’s, Eton Square, John¬ 
ston instructed his fellow ush¬ 
ers. "Friends of the bride¬ 
groom on the left, bride on the 
right" Wrongers. Johnners! 
So half way through the tide of 
hats and cravats, he had to 
bellow. “Sony! Change over!” 

Butterflies give more pass¬ 
ing pleasure than bees or 
wasps. Their best memorials 
are their ephemeral beauty 
rather than their attempts to 
improve the lot of mankind. 


which is a dodgy enterprise at 
the best of times, and usually 
counterproductive. William 
wanted to change the world. 
But instead he was con¬ 
demned to amuse the theatre¬ 
going part of it His plays are 
still popular in France, 
because they confirm French 
prejudice against British snob¬ 
bery and eccentricity. He 
wanted to restore his honour 
after his rebellion in battle. 
But he did not need to. His 
honour and courage were 
never in doubt Only his 
obstinacy (characteristic of his 
clan) prevailed. 

This loving sketch, written 
by William's friend and neigh¬ 
bour and a senior military 
Establishment figure, makes 
dear what a charming, decent 
but impossible creature this 
Douglas-Home was. Most of 
them are. The moral, legal and 
military argument over the 
bombardment of Le Havre is 
given vast space for a small 
incident in war. “But not small 
to me," Douglas-Home said. 
50 years on: “it was very, very 
BIG and still is." There are 
jolly Drones Club. High Life 
anecdotes, and critical sum¬ 
maries of the works. But as 
with all playwrights, his true 
biography rests in his plays. A 
talent to'amuse is not to be 
laughed at But it has the 
lifespan of a butterfly. 


1 AM WATCHING (he 
branches of a willow playing 
in the breeze, picked out 
against the Iasi light of the 
sunset. A flick of my eyes 
brings a page of a book into 
view. As natural as breathing, 
sight offers the seeing its 
pleasures and its uses in every 
moment of our waking lives. 

How is the mental universe 
of the blind, especially those 
blind from birth, affected by 
the lack of man’s pre-eminent 
sense? On Blindness is a 
timely, absorbing and poi¬ 
gnant exploration of this issue, 
in tiie form of a corres¬ 
pondence between two notable 
philosophers: Bryan Magee, 
known to many from tele¬ 
vision. and Martin Milligan, 
professor of philosophy at 
Leeds, a man blind almost 
from birth. The letters are 
wide ranging, but return re¬ 
peatedly to one key question: 
what can the seeing know that 
the blind cannot? 

Magee launched the corres¬ 
pondence to back a philosoph¬ 
ical conviction: that we have a 
tendency to take the world as 
we-perceive it for reality itself. 
We forget that the human 
mind only allows us a quirky 
partial view. In this sense we 
are all in the predicament of 


Whose 
light is 
spent? 

Adam Zeman 
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and Martin Milligan 
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the blind. Magee's aim in 
these letters was to use blind¬ 
ness as a model with which to 
probe the limits of human 
understanding as whole. 

He had not reckoned with 
Martin Milligan. Milligan 
came from a working class 
family in the Gorbals, losing 
his sight as a small child. He 
triumphed over both social 
disadvantage and physical im¬ 
pairment. to lead a successful 
professional life, and. by the 
sound of things, an eventful 
personal one. Of all men he 
was least likely to accept 
Magee's insistent message 


that the blind have an impov¬ 
erished “conception of reality". 

Philosophy begins and ends 
in argument: the exchange of 
letters is an old and excellent 
framework for it The authors' 
personalities shine through 
the dialogue: Magee is expan¬ 
sive, disputatious, provoca¬ 
tive: Milligan measured, 
acute, reflective, to the point. 

Who gets the better of the 
argument? Milligan is persua¬ 
sive defending his claim that 
the blind can know almost 
“everything about colour and 
other visible things which 
sighted people know". He 
gives a marvellous account of 
darkness, as implying “diffi¬ 
culty in perception, the un¬ 
known and incomprehensible, 
threat and danger, and also, 
sometimes warmth. privacy 
and safety against intrusive 
perceptions by others". 

But surely, you may well 
object, a blind person misses 
out on what really matters 
about visible things: how they 
look. Sadly we will never 
know how Milligan would 
have developed his reply. In 
the course of the corres¬ 
pondence he fell ill, and within 
weeks the partial darkness 
with which he had contended 
for so long became complete. 


Untimely timelessness 


R obert Nye is one of that 
dying breed, the poetic 
poet. In his other career 
as a novelist he seems drawn 
principally to themes that 
indude the legendary and the 
magical, in semi-biographical 
fiction on figures such as 
Gilles de Rais. Faust and 
Merlin. His poems are at their 
strongest when they resemble 
incantations. Self-Curse be¬ 
gins like (his: 

Bitter, be bitterer; 

Rue. be more rueful: 

Ghost go th rough you 
And not you them. 

It is significant perhaps, 
that Nye. who was born in 
England, now lives in Ireland. 
There is a grand tradition of 
cursing in Irish poetry. I wish 
more English poets would 
indulge in it occasionally. 

Humour is always rare in 
lyrical poetry. I could have 
done with a little more of the 
streak of wickedness which 
caused the author to picture 
his grandmother saying: 
“Right? Just you bugger off, 
you bird!" to a nightingale at 
the end of Riposte. It gives a 

Fiona Pitt-Kethley 

COLLECTED POEMS 

By Robert Nye 

Sinclair-Sievenson, £IS 


pleasing turnaround to the 
mock-Keatsian style of the 
lines that preceded. 

More often Nye is tempted 
to turn the dock back centu¬ 
ries. as in his poem about the 
White City stadium, where all 
the punters sound like alche¬ 
mists. He seems more com¬ 
fortable in a Victorianised 
medieval world, peopled by 
Joan of Am Robin Hood and 
King Arthur. These are not 
real heroes and heroines, but 
the sanitised versions that 
appear in Kipling's Puck of 
Poole’s Hill or Sunday School 
prize-books of the last century. 

The poems are arranged 
chronologically, and the later 
sections are more autobio¬ 
graphical. I enjoyed Child¬ 
hood Incident, where Mrs 
Nye Senior roasts his grubby 
copy of Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning to kill the germs: 

/ can still see those pages that 
curled and cracked, 
and the limp green leather 
cover that peeled away like 
lichen 

From the body of the book 
and the edges turning gold. 
And the hot glue's hiss and 
bubble down the spine. 


Book-lovers everywhere will 
sympathise. But the poem is 
not entirely tragic, and goes on 
to end almost mystically: the 
baked book gives off “a whiff 
of incense". 

While there is much to be 
praised in the melody of 
individual lines and stanzas, 
the thing that I find slightly 
odd about Nye's work is the 
fact that it does not seem to 


belong to the time in which it 
was written. Robert Nye was 
born at the start of the Second 
World War, but ihere is noth¬ 
ing about the war or its 
aftermath in his poems; in¬ 
deed. there are remarkably 
few references to modem life. 
All but one or two of these 
poems could have been writ¬ 
ten fifty', perhaps even a hun¬ 
dred years ago. 
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SQL 

Systems 

M4 Corridor 


ACCOUNT 
MANAGERS 
O.T.E. £70,000 


PRE-SALES 
CONSULTANTS 
O.T.E. 30-35k 


SQL Systems is a recognised global leader In the provision of integrated solutions to the Asset 
Management marketplace, with a primary locus on. selected sectors which include Utilities, Oil & 
Gas. Petrochemical, Transportation aid Manufacturing. 

We have had considerable intemaflonal success with our latest clent/sarver system, MCS-R5. and 
unprecedented demand in the UK has resuted In the need to reaiifc outstanding Account Managers 
and Pre-Sdles Consultans who are floribte. entrepreneurial and car demonstrate faroard^Hnktog and 
tonowSve approaches to winning business wfthfn our vertical markets. 

The abSiy to work together as part of a team and to corfrfoute in a d em anding business environment 
wi be crucial to your success in eqmfcg our Bfae Chfc dent base. We are searching far Bw very 


Account Managers 

Should have a record of success in softwars/business solution sales, must be results 
driven, have a good understanding ot the qSent/server environment and strong verbal 
and wrfasn cranmurtcaficm skBs. The aMfty to present winning proposals at the most 
senior level Is apra-requisite. 

Pre-Sales Consultants 

Candidates should Ideally have a background in Asset Management/Maintenance. 
This cfiem focused rote demands some sfcBs and experience in Oracle and good 
communications sbttty. The irutialxve to create and the abffity to deliver bath technical 


SQL Systems (UK) Ltd 

Fanair ■ Know Cnap OpnBn 


if you believe that you can meet these stringent requirements and would Rte to help shape the 
future of SQL Systems please write or fax, with a full CV to: 

George Wadrfington. our Advising Consultant, at Madar Ltd, 2 The Courtyard. Smith Street, 
London SW3 4EE. Fax 0171 730 9227. 

For communication outside normal business hours, please call or fax to 0181 396 5816. 
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Quality & 


c£30 f 000 ■ Up to £5000 relocation expenses * Famborough 

We are now seeking a manager for quality and between managanent information systems 
strategy development, who will report directly to oilturalbehanourtheyimply.AppIkanlsshouWlww 

thehtonagmgDireito.^ an MBh w ^ ^ equivatent e^jenena 

■ devdopingaai managing knowledge of the conduct of defence 

■ the fbnnuladon and Implementationofstiategic analysis wuM be an advantage, 

plans m evolve the o^nis^ian and its^stems Appointment^ 

■ guiding the oigankr procedures vhidi support three years. but may be extended or pennanent 

successful management of change. by mutual agreement 

The position requires an ind^ CDA welcomes applications from suitably qualified 

Total Quality, basinessmanagementsystemsandthe pe°pfe re 6 an H ess °f ^ stHtu * i 13 ®. 

requirements of IS09000 and other recognised or disability. 

quality standaidslhesuccessiulcandidde will have Application forms can be ofcftained by contacting 
apro^reajrdofworidi^withpeopteatanteveUm Mr. Wer Spargo. quoting iderenoe 
a contract research organisation, will lave already (01252) 393339 or writing to him at Senior 
shown vision and imagination in combining process Personnel Room 114. QIQ1 Building. Defence 
with people, and should understand the relationship Research Agency. Famborough. Hampshire: 

GU14 6TD. Closing date for receipt of completed 
applications 8th January 1996. r 

COA It-a dhriskwi of DEHA an Agency of the MOD 
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Should you interview with the 
leading SAP implemented 
Or one of the "Big 6"? 

If you like the exhilaration of an entrepreneurial environment 
and the strategic thinking of a global consultancy, you'll find 
both qualities in only one company We idler growth without 
hierarchies, freedom without anarchy and security without 
boredom. Translation: plenty of opportunity Working with 
SAP on development and partnering initiatives. Creating 
complementary products to exploit the full potential cfR/3. 

Helping an international portfolio of blue chip clients 
reengineer themselves as we implement SAP As part of 
Deloitte & Touche Tokmatsu International , ICS presents you 
with a unique career perspective You can see the trees. 

You can also see Ike forest Get the picture? 
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Fax your resume to 01344306515 

Mail your resume to: Judith Moulders, ICS, Columbia Centre, Market Street, BradmaU, Berkshire RG12IPA 

ICS is a global consultancy ofDelritte Touche Tohmatsu International. 


SALES DIRECTORS 


Branded Consumer Products 


East Yorkshire 


The continuing success of this highly profitable £20m t/o division has led to the creation of these key positions 
which are integral to the Company achieving its dynamic and realistic growth plans. As part of an international 
Group, the Company manufactures a range of market leading products which are distributed world-wide and 
sold through specialist distributors and retailers. 

UK SALES DIRECTOR c £50,000 Package & Benefits 

The role will provide focus, direction and leadership to the sales function and be responsible for managing 
national accounts .A background in either FMCG or fast moving Consumer Durables is essential and experience 
of marketing would be beneficial. Candidates must be able to make a meaningful contribution to the commercial 
success and strategic direction of the Company. Ret 810 

EXPORT SALES DIRECTOR c £50,000 Package & Benefits 

This role requires proof of an excellent track record in export selling gained in a competitive and world-wide 
marketplace. Candidates must be experienced in managing major distributors and ideally be fluent in German or 
another European language. Ref. 811 

For both positions candidates will be ideally aged 35 - 42 ahd must bB able to demonstrate a high level of 
intellectual ability combined with exceptional management; communication, reasoning, influencing and 
negotiating skills. Only highly successful, self motivated and proactive candidates who are results orientated ahd 
committed to achievement should apply. The importance of these roles is'reflected in the attracth/e,executive 
benefits package being offered, including a fully expensed car. These positions also offer'aireardpiJOrtUnity for 
significant wealth gain by equity participation. 

Interested candidates should apply In writing sending a detailed CV quoting the appropriate 
reference number to: Staniforth-Eiidsor & Partners Ltd, 3 The Courtyard, Ashley Road, Hale, Aftrindiam. 
Cheshire WA143NG. Telephone: 016192914S1. Fax: 0161 929 8098. 
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COWS ULTAMTS !■ ORGANISATIONAL COMPETITIVENESS 


Oxford 

Raddiffe 


Oxford Radcliffe Hospital is the new NHS Trust formed from the 
merger of the Churchill and John Radcliffe Hospitals, to develop and 
expand on quality services for the benefit of both patients and staff. 
Now one of the largest teaching hospitals in the UK, it is acclaimed 
both nationally and internationally for its clinical services and academic 
departments. 


CABIN CREW 


Director of Finance 


From £55k + performance relaxed pay 

In a supportive environment of clinical excellence and open 
management, the Oxford Raddiffe Hospital provides wide-rangi o& 
quality care for its local community. One of die largest teaching 
hospitals in the UK. it is strongly committed to the continuing 
development of its staff and its internationally acclaimed range of 
clinical services. 

You will report dineedy to the Chief Executive, as an Executive 
Director of the Trust and will have oven]] responsibility for all 
aspects of financial management inducing advising on the most 
effective use of the Trust's finances. 

You will play a key role in the strategic and organisational 
development, sexoog and mameunang annual budgets. You win also 
be instrumental in developing and maintaining ef fec ti ve financial 
policies, systems and procedures to ensure optimum p erf hm Mnra and 
patient service. An important part of the role will be to provide 
corporate lea d e rs hip and professional development to managers, plus 
support to afl those with budgetary responsibility. 


In addition to a professional financial qualification you must have 
relevant experience of strategic development and financial 
management within a large organisation. With strong influencing 
and leadership skills, you will be an ambassador for the finance 
function, marketing the benefits to other departments and functions 
within the Trust. You will show an analytical approach to problem 
solving in this innovative envir onmen t. 

For further infor m a tion, please contact either Mike Flctnmg, Director 
of Personnel & Administration on 01865 221184 or the current 
postholdcr Malcolm Green on 01865 221817. 

Application form and information pack available front Caroline 
Carew, Personnel Officer, Personnel Department. THE JOHN 

RADCUFFE, Headley Way, Headington, Oxford OX3 9DU, or 
telephone (01865) 221175 (24 hour Job&ne) quoting refe ren ce 
FINANCE 2L 

Closing date for oomtpleted applications Thursday, 11 January 1996. 


Equality of opportunity is assured and our no smoking policy advances a healthier environment 




GENSLER 

We are seeking a Senior Project Architect to join our 
London office to help develop its business in the UK and 
Europe, 

You wQl need to be a professionally qualified architect with 10-15 years 
experience. Your experience min include shdl-md-core end fit-out for 
huge c orporate users, and major project management. Experience with 
commercial, professional and entertainment projects miU be preferred. 

You mO. also have a thorough knowledge ef CAD Intergraph software 
and excellent CAD production, co-ordination and design drills. 

The successful candidate mdl have strong business sfriUs and a proven 
track record <f directing and training colleagues (particularly in CAD 
techniques), managing project surfing, scheduling and consultant co¬ 
ordination in a flexible, fiat-paced team working office. 

Salary: Around £35,000 per annum 

Candidates should send their CV and a non-returnable copy of 
their CAD portfolio to arrive no later titan 21 Jan 1996 uk 
P ersonnel Department, Gentler, Roman House, Wood Street, 
London EC2Y SBA 

An equal opportunity employer. 


ASSET SWAP 
TRADER 

Out client, a major financial institution, is 
looking for a high calibre Asset Swap Trader to 


The successful candidate should have a minimum _ 

of eight years treasory experience with at least 
five years of multi-currency Asset Swap experi¬ 
ence in an iimi nnal environment. 

The candidate should also have a strong credit 
backg ro un d and proven technical experience of 
the debt marker and be educated to MBA level in 
a quantitative-based subject 

In the first instance, please send your full CV and 
c o v e ring letter to RH6043, Stafford Long 
Sc Partners Recruitment 
Limited, 30-32 Whitfield 
Street, London W1P6HR. 
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When you cross as many borders as we do, 
the last thing you need is a language barrier. 


Air UK. Britain’s third largest scheduled airline - with over 
1500 weddy domestic and international flights - is growing &st 
A glance at our map shows you how far we 
fly - and the ability to 'speak to our 
customers in their own language is an 
important pan of our high-quality service. 

That's why, all through 1996, we'U be 
looking for responsible, outgoing people 
who have a second European language. 

If you're a European passport-holder, 
you could join our cabin crew at one of 
die eleven airports below. 

London Stansted; Norwich; Humberside; Manchester; 
Newcastle: Aberdeen; Glasgow; LcedVBradfbrd; Edinburgh; 
Jcrscy/Guemscy (subject to local licences). 


You should be 20 - 35 years old and between 3-57m (5X2r) 
and 1.78m (5* 10") tail with weight in proportion. And 
you'll have the comrahment and character 
to provide the highest standards of customer 
care. Indeed, you'll already have experienced 
work hi the front line of a customer- 
orientated environment. 

Spread your wings. Send a postcard s t atin g 
your name, address and telephone number, 
plus your height, weight, age, date of birth 
and languages spoken, to Jennie Thompson, 
Cabin Staff Recruitment, Ref ST01, Air UK 
Lid, Stansted House, 

Stansted Airport, Essex •_ ~M~ T/~ ; 

CM24 1AR ^gAirUV 
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BBS Quantitative risk management 
nm to £45,000 plus full range of 

0171-3771000 benefits 


The bank wants to hire a qualified applied mathematician or physician to PhD standard to join a 
quantitative risk group. The group’s function is to provide a coherent approach across ail traded 
markets from cash products to highly structured derivatives. The opportunity wilt provide introduction to 
a variety of traded instruments, and an overview and feel for a sometimes fragmented market 

The position involves dose contact with traders; complex ideas and information need to be exchanged 
efficiently, sometimes under intense pressure. This should be an attraction to you. The right person will 
either have some relevant commercial experience after completing a first degree, or will have recently 
completed a PhD. In either case, you should have worked continuously with probability distributions 1 

modelling techniques for linear and non-linear systems and complex parameter definition. 

Appropriate past candidates have induded computational fluid dynamtdsts, partide physicians and ’ 
applied mathematidans. A key feature of financial markets is that they test ideas quickly and 
thoroughly, successful candidates have been able to demonstrate in interviews a desire to apptv ■ 
themselves to this test. -. • 

If this Interests you call Nick Hodson or Jonathan Duckfidd - do not send your CV yet V 

Recruitment Matters, 15 Great Eastern Street, London EC2A 3EJ 
Telephone: 0171-3771606/0171-814 9900 Fax; 0171-377 1801 
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F* i* o xxx vision . to r o ex 1 i ty 

irp -|» ~ _ _ A major success story in the area of converging technology, 

I JV1>\]V j\ ^ £4 ° million company is a wholly owned subsidiary of a 

AVjjLilV lp-aHino intumaHnns! mmiruinirarinnc arm in i.rith « mwCU 


PUBLIC St HEALTHCARE 


Electronics 
Design & 
Manufacture 


A major success story in the area of converging technology, 
C*0 this £40 million company is a wholly owned subsidiary of a 
*-*•*-*- leading international communications group, with a high profile 

reputation for engineering innovation and manufacturing excellence. 

To ensure that information systems continue to support commercial 
strategy, the company now seek to recruit a forward thinking and user 
oriented professional to focus on and enhance the IT systems and 
applications across the entire business. 


£40,000 

Benefits 

South 

Hants 


UMXE. Reporting to the Financial Controller you will assume full responsibility for 

an expanding 300 screen client/server environment supporting Engineering, 
Manufacturing, Finance. Sales. Marketing and Personnel. Of graduate calibre and 
)0 "7 th at least 10 years experience, preferably gained within a manufacturing 

•- environment, your background will include periods spent in systems analysis and 

software development, as well as hardware specification and operations. 

Other specific requirements for this stimulating post include: exposure to Unix and 
nJo ^ t ^ ata ^ ase systems; knowledge of modem LAN and WAN network topologies; 

MRP (ideally Swan or similar) software; development of Management Information Systems (MIS) 
and the setting up and running of a company-wide Help Desk. 

The vision is total integration. The way forward is challenging and demanding and will cal) for 
technical and people management skills second to none. Obviously, the rewards will adequately reflect 
e importance of the role and the package will include relocation assistance where appropriate. 


If yon feel you can meet the challenge and the criteria outlined above, 
we would tike to hear from you. Please write with fall CV and salary 
details to: Ramsey Hall Limited, Avenue House, 62 The Avenue. 
Southampton, Hampshire S0\7 IXS, quoting reference no: SQ1289/ST, 
or e-mail ramseyheheadhunLdemon.co.uk. 

All applications will be acknowledged and han dled fa the 
strictest confidence. 


RAMSEY 

HALL 


SEARCH ♦ SELECTION ♦ ASSESSMENT 


PUBLIC & HEALTHCARE 


Head of Planning 

Leeds (but with some work in London) 

£37,400 to £55,802 (including performance related pay) 


ff E A V 


The period 1994-96 is one of considerable 
change for the central management of the NHS, 
with the abolition of Regional Health 
Authorities and the establishment of a reshaped 
NHS Executive as die headquarters of the NHS. 
An important objective of these changes is that 
the NHS Executive should become more 
strategic, giving clearer direction and 
leadership to trie NHS focused around a small 
number of key priorities, underpinned by 
strategies to support desirable change and 
development in die NHS. 

The Head of Planning is a new post established 
to support the achievement of mis objective. 
Key responsibilities will be to manage the 
annual planning and priorities cycle with the 
NHS, and to develop the NHS Executive's 
approach to strategic planning, drawing on best 
practice from other organisations in bom public 
and private sectors. . ! .1 .• 

You win have a well-developed sense of strategy; 
high quality analytical and conceptual skills; 
high quality interpersonal skills, and the ability 
to work with Ministers, top officials and senior 
managers in the Department of Health and 


NHS. You will be expected to have knowledge 
and experience of strategic planning in a large 
public or private sector organisation and to 
nave a record of achievement commensurate 
with this post Knowledge and experience of 
the NHS is desirable but not essential- 

This post will be offered on an indefinite contract 
Secondment terms can also be considered. 

For an informal discussion about tire post, 
please contact the Director of Planning, 
Alasdair Liddell on 0113 254 5807. 

For further details and an application form 
(to be returned by 18th January 1996), write 
to Recruitment & Assessment Services, 
Alencon Link, Basingstoke, Hampshire 
RG21 7JB, or telephone 01256 468551 or fax 
01256 846374/846660- 
Please quote reference B2775. 


As an equal opportunities employer In/* 
the Department of Health welcomes U I It* 
applications regardless of gender. Executive 

race, disability or sexuality. Headquarters 




WE ARE SEEKING TO APPOINT 
HEALTH AUTHORITY CHIEF EXECUTIVES 
FOR TWO NEW AUTHORITIES 
TO SERVE: 

• WEST HERTFORDSHIRE 
• EAST & NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE 

Salary: DGM Band 1 - Plus Benefits 

THE POST 

The Secretary of State recently announced the creation of two new Health Authorities: West Hertfordshire 
and East a North Hertfordshire Health Authorities are to be created with effieri from I April 1996. We are 
looking to appoint two high calibre Chief Executives for these Authorities. The postholdeis will be 
responsible for promoting and improving the health of over 517,000 and 490,1)00 residents respectively. 
35% of the allocation across the county Is delegated to GPFHs/total purchasing pilots. 

THE PERSON 

The successful candidates wlH have a degree apd egteostve experience at Chief Executive level in a la rge 
NHS organisation, together with a demonstrable track record of delivering challenging and complex 
agendas. Strong leadership qualities are essential, as are well developed strategic management skffia. 

Evidence of successful high level working relationships wOI be necessary. 

KEY CHALLENGES 

To develop effective and integrated commissioning with particular emphasis on securing value and 
quality In the purchasing of primary, community and secondary care. 

To plan and deliver a carefully managed complex organisational change agenda creating a new and 
dynamic organisation, including the support of county-wide working where appropriate. 

A particular focus for both of these Chief Executive posts wffl be to continue to lead the Authorities 
towards a Primary Care led NHS. 

THE REWARDS 

A substantial package Incorporating a competitive salary and particular emphasis on continuing 
development of the successful candidates. 

For an Information pack, please contact Moyra Vermeulen at North Thames Regional Health Authority, 40 
Eastbourne Terrace, London, W2 3QR. telephone 0171 725 5315. For an Informal telephone enquiry, 
please contact Ron Kerr. Regional Director, North Thames Regional Health Authority on 0171 725 5427. 

Shortlisting will take place early in January with Interviews expected mid 

North *“““*■ 

Thames Closing date: 5 JaiHHuy 1996 

_ . as equal upportmdttes empbger applications an welcomed regardless offender, race. 

RmgionM, Hmdth ***•""”*•■ 

Authority ^ arnma—mmm 


GENERAL MEDICAL PRACTICE 


Commercial 
Director 
SPORTS & LEISURE 

City Centre Leisure, a 
leading UK sports and 
leone management com¬ 
pany is seeking sr experi¬ 
enced operations director 
to develop Its business and 
results. The company has 
been successful and Is 
proud of Its reputation. It Is 
ambitious and planned 
growth through the second 
round of CCT has already 
begun. 

Send CV and letter demon¬ 
strating your experience 
relevant to developing the 
profitability of retail, hospi¬ 
tality, sports and leisure 
centres tot 

Roger Quinton, RQA Ltd, 
Sussex Business VIHage, 
Lake Lane, West Sussex 
PO220AL 
Tek 01243 555111 
Fax: 01243 555555 


Managing Consultant 
(Development) 

£28,975 to £48,314 (including Performance Related Pay) 

Leeds 





*fE A' 


The National Health Service Executive 
Headquarters is responsible for the 
development and implementation of health 
care strategy in England. 

Within the Human Resources Directorate a new 
post has been recently created to lead the new 
NHS Development Unit currently based in 
BristoL The Unit is due to move to the NHS 
Executive HQ in Leeds during fee spring of 
19%. Key responsibilities of the post will 
include: the identification of development 
requirements arising from the Annual Priorities 
and Planning Guidance and the work of the 
NHS and, to develop and agree on central 
development initiatives for the NHS. 

You will be expected to have development 
experience in a large public or private sector 
organisation and a record of achievement 
commensurate with this post. You will have 
high quality interpersonal skills, and the ability 
to work with senior managers in the 
Department of Health and NHS. Knowledge 


and experience of the NHS is desirable, but not 
essential. 

This post will be offered on an initial contract 
of five years with the possibility of being made 
permanent 5econdment terms can also be 
considered. 

For an informal discussion about the post, 
please contact the Head of Non-Medical 
Workforce Planning, Education and Training, 

Gill Newton on 0113 254 5687. 

For more details and an application form 
(to be returned by 18th January 1996), write to 
Recruitment & Assessment Services, Alencon 
Link, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7JB, 
or telephone Basingstoke (01256) 468551 
(answerphone), or fax 01256 846374/846660. 
Please quote reference B2779. 

As an equal opportunities employer I I J | f J 
the Department of Health welcomes li*f H pj 
applications regardless of gender. Executive 

race, disability or sexuality. Headquarters 


r/s 



The Royal National Theatre 

will be appointing 

a successor to Richard Eyre 

Director of the Theatre, to begin on 1st 
October 1997 and to work in the interim 
with Richard Eyre and the Executive on 
future Planning. 

Applications, which will be treated in strict 
. confidence, should be sent to: 

The Chairman, Royal National Theatre, 

South Bank, London SE1 9PX. 

The dosing date for applications is 
31st January 1996. 

Further information can be obtained from 
the Board and Committee Secretary, 
tel: 0171 9282033, extension 243. 


ACCOUNT 



Whom 


__ ZtstTr'**. 





BUSINESS & FUNDHOLDING 
MANAGER 

SOl.T'H DEVOS COAST - TOR I-A Y 
Salary: £2‘J - '.'.000 ‘plus bwefus; 

rr vi-TY/c v/ji /; your O 

[)' Simon (jih’o ana Varinprs 

Main: Ccmr-c, Kiticskcrr.v:cU. Di-vur. TQ1P 5D.J 

1STER VIEWS M ID-J ANVAR Y 


-INVESTOR IN PE 


Salary £28,000 - £3t 

London East Training and Enterprise 
country, covering an area of six inner 
some 27,000 businesses. 

As part of a major re-postoonmg of its I 
seeking to recruit a number of Account Dl 
in the marketing and impiemeniadon of this 
Reporting dreedy to the Executive Director, you 
a s ub stantial portfolio of accounts, introducing the 
efients to achieve accreditation and the resultant business benefits. 

The ideal candidate will have: 

■ Experience of Senior management in a merium or large company environment. 

■ A successful track record of achievement in sales and account management in a 
^>(06 chip' business to business services environment. 

■ Experience of quafity systems and Investor in People: 

■ Strong interpersonal skffls and rite demonstrable ahHity to influence senior 
executives in medun and large companies. 

■ Highly developed communications sidlis. 

■ A degree level education. 

For an application form and further details contact: 
Marie Brooks, Acting Personnel Officer, 3rd Floor, 
Qtysnie House, 40 Adler Street, London El I EE 
or oaO 0171.377 5374 (Answerphone). 

Co m pleted a ppli c ati on forms should be 
returned by'8th January, 1996. 

LETEC h an equal 

opportunities employer ***** 


MUTUAL FUNDS 


SALES 


Competitive salary + benefits 

Our client is'tfae investment arm of a leading financial institution. An 
important area of their business expansion is tbe marketing of their 
investm ent products and services in Europe and Asia. 

Effective co mmun icati on with die branch network in France, Belgium 
and Germany is crucial to their success. This newly created role will 
focus on wholesaling and training; wholesaling through the branch 
staff and management, which demands the identification and 
translation of customer needs into products; and training which is 
vital to ensure branch staff have the product knowledge and sales 
drills to sell the products to the customer base. 

You will need a broad understanding of the financial markets, and an 
in-depth knowledge of economics. You must be able to demonstrate 
effective teaching skills and have a good trade record in sales. 

Fluency in French and German along with an understanding of Dutch 
is essential in order to tram branch staff in their own language. An. 
MRA is desirable. 

In the first instance, please send your full CV and 
covering letter to RH6044, Stafford Long & 

Partners Recruitment Limited, 30-32 Whitfield 
Street, London W1P 6HR. 


RECRUITMENT ADVERTISING 


sSjJlrl ~t?A 
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Compaq Computer Is a world leader in tiie mApufacGire 
Servers desktop, portable aad notebook personal>co«nsp^ters" *;'• 
Pounded in 1982; the Company reported record safes of:...; 
$ (0.9 billion in. 1994. For the Marketing Portable Division 
of our Europe, Middle .East & Africa;(EMBA) Headquar¬ 
ters based in. Munich, which is responsible for Compaq’s 
internationarmaTketing business, we have the following vacancy: ■ 


sl^kJIVl. 


M -1-? i ; 


—■ -T, K .* "T ,■» 

A. r zrt.J*;,? ii, 
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Your key responsibilities will include the development and exe¬ 
cution of our Portables Product Group telecommunication a»d 
technical Marketing strategy. Furthermore . you’ 4 will develop 
channel/partner programs to ensure our sucres? .on the. wireless - 
market and act as an interface between the Compaq Corpora¬ 
tion, the European Headquarters and the.regional'subsidiaries.. .. 
Working closely together with the EMEA Engineering Group it 
.also vvill be your task to .manage the product' development. 

Out ideal candidate - should Hav« ' a "• university degree 
(technical/business) with solid. Sales/Marketing background. A - • 
minimum of 3 years work experience (a the ITriiidustry — prejf-. 
erabie hardware sector - as product or s^es 'mahdjger and sound 
experience in dealing with vendors are expected. A convincing 
professional manner, good knowledge of pdrtabfe PC, business' 
including GSM/PCMCIA/PDA technologies' ! an«f excellent' pre- ■■ 
sentation and' 'communication skills are indispensable. The 
international nature of our activities retains that, fluent spoken 
and written English Is - a must - another major European lan¬ 
guage would be advantageous. . 

If you are a tcamplayer and motivated- worker we .would like to. . 
hear from you. 

To apply please shod your CV to Ms. Gisela Klinke, Human 
Resources, Compaq Computer EMEA. GmbH, Postfact* • 
810244, D-8J902 Munchen. V . 

- ' ■■ ■ '■ ■■■■."■ ' 


Global Network Services Sales 


■ Our client’s impeccable reputation and service 
pns ffnKn am rrtanrh gfihyan muon p romising will tO 
win. For you that means the credibility backing and 
satis you need to achieve your fidl personal potential 
— and tr> wm thf rewards •ynn shrink! expect of such 


London, the South 
& Northern UK 


XI ■ These are opportunities to advance your 
career with a dynamic organisation. One that 

is among the few genuinely World Class 
service providers. 


Plaase send your CV, 


reference number 
tatheTSl Group, 
Columbia Centre. 

Market Street, 

BreckneS, RG121JG.UK. 

Tet +44 (0)1344 860919 
Fax +44 (0)1344 860581 


VkV 


TSf Group 

.auwirttsaivia a 


Pre-Sales Support Consultant 

C.^36k n£ ST-0347 

■ Yon will be the datacomms technical authority 
supporting bids across all data services including 
X-25, Frame Relay. ‘Managed Networks - phis value 
added services for tdes, fax and e-mail. 

■ Your primary responsibilities will encompass 
needs definition, network design and technical 
validation- Yon will also be a key interface for 
customers, delivering presentations as required. 

■ A background of 5 yean in tclc/datacomms is 
essential, gained with either a user or vendor. 
Knowledge of dient/server enviro nments will be 
an advantage. Yon should also demonstrate the 
skill to determine critical factors in customer 
application needs. 


Major Account Sales T* 
to £65k OTE rr£ ST-0348 

■ Here, you will focus on key bine-chip, 

customers as well as aew prosp«® w *** n 2S P ec ^ e< * 
vertical secoat 

■ Ybur zespomibiHdes wiD range fiom identifying 

and developing opportunities, to board-level 
rekoonship management. 

■ If you have aa outstanding background in 
datacomms/network^sales, this is 211 excepnonal 
o p po r t unity to move yonr career into global managed 
network services. 

■ Ideally a graduate, you should demonstrate your 
ability co add value by analysing business needs. 

New Business Sales 

C--£60k OTE ret ST4J49 

■ These roles foens on the fast-moving 
in ter national voice traffic market. This represents 
a superb opportunity for you to move to the 
front-line of the industry. 

■ Yonr brief will be to open up new-name 
business opportunities for international network 
services within the UK corporate market. Yon will, 
need a demonstrable track record of success in 
telecom sales, gained over at least 5 years with a 
PABX/Network or similar vendor. 


Central London 


css 

TRIDENT 

i nm G&oor aamn 


OTE &25k-&55k 
+ car + benefits 


SALES CONSULTANTS 

The Company: We are part of Parity pic, a fully quoted company 
and provide contract IT staff to industry, commerce and 
Government throughout the UK & Europe. We are a large 
successful sales organisation with an annual turnover in excess 
of £80m. Our market is buoyant and we seek young sales 
professionals to join in our expansion. 

The Role: Based at our Victoria office, our sales consultants 
operate in a defined territory or market sector. Earnings 
comprise a basic salary, plus substantial commissions with many 
fringe benefits. We offer opportunity, training, high rewards, fun . 
and a fast career progression for the really high flyers. 

The Person: You will be young (22-30) and have experience of 
quota earning sales in a business to business environment. 
Experience in our industry is not essential - proven sales ability 
and ambition is. (Currently you may be selling airtime, media or 
office equipment, it does not matter which, as long as you can sell). 
Those without professional selling experience need not apply: 

Applications, in writing with full CV quoting reference ST21I, 
should be sent toFiona Rogers, Directors Secretary, 

CSS Trident Pic, 12-18 Grosvenor Gardens. London SW1W 0DH. 
Tel: 01718812000 Fax: 0171269 0017 


MAJOR SAUDI ARABIAN TRADING COMPANY 

OPERATING IN THE FOOD SECTOR 

SEEKS 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT/SECRETARY 
TO THE MANAGING DIRECTOR 

British university degree. 

Good presen lability, friendly personality. 

Proficiency in: 

commercial matters (purchases and sales, shipping, 
insurance, documentary credits and bank transactions); 

travel arrangements; 

use of personal computers (spread-sheet and word 
processing). 

Perfect knowledge of written and spoken English. Knowledge 
of Arabic and Arabic culture preferred but not essential. 
Knowledge of accounting also preferable. 

We offer long-term employment in a good working 
environment, salary according to experience, furnished 
accommodation, one month annual paid leave with air tickets 
for employee and family, company car and medical assistance. 

Candidates are requested to indicate desired annual salary. 

Applications, hand-written and accompanied by CV with 
references and recent picture, to: 

Deputy Managing Director 
(Personal and Confidential) 

P.O. Box 4150, Jeddah 21491 , Saudi Arabia. 


Systems Professionals 

The IT contracting business now has a very good name 


For over 13 years the name of JM has been, 
synonymous with excellence in IT recruitment. 

lc was only a matter of time before we 
brought our wealth of knowledge and professional 
expertise inro the contracting sector. 

A specialist team of consultants, headed by 
one of the most respected practitioners in the 
contracting business, now works in dose partnership 
with JM’s clients to deliver the right freelance talents 
at precisely the right time. 

And when we tell you that the majority of 
chose dienes are in the banking, finance and insurance 
sectors - including many of the City's leading 
investment banks - you’ll begin to appreciate the 
value and quality of the assignments which JM 
Contracts can offer. 


Whether you're an experienced or a first-time 
freelancer (or perhaps a permanent who’s considering 
a switch to contracting) we're ready to puD out all 
the stops on your behalf. Our aim is to add value to 
your skills through the quality of service we provide. 

Lucrative contracts in blue chip organisations 
are available now. Relevant skills include relational 
database, diem server, case tools and PCs as well as 
those associated with mainframe and. mid-range 
environments. There are opportunities from Analyst 
Programmer to Senior Project Manager level. 

Call Natasha Cleeve or Claire Mowat on 
0171 233 7172, or forward your cv by post or fax, and 
they will get hack to you. 

JMMS Contracts, Chandos House, 12-14 Berry 
Street. London EClV 0AQ. Fax: 0171 253 0420. 


AM 

TRACT 


Vice Chancellor 


T he Unhrercdtyof Buckingham is theUlCs only Independent 
Chartered University. Founded In 1970, the University 
aims to provide a first class education In an environment 
which inspires and encourages the individual student, to 
promote the advancement ctf teaming and knowledge and, 
through Independence, to respond rapfcSy and judfckwsfy 

to new educational opportunities and demands. 

We are seeking a suitably quaEflod successor to replace 
Sir Richard Luce DL, MA, who is due to retire as Vice 
Chanoelor In March 1997. 

Further details aboutthe post areavaUabtofionllrJEMer, 

The Director of Administration & Resources, The 
University of Bucking hem, Buckingham MK18 1EG. 
Tel: (01280) 620280. Fax No. (01280) 820223. 
The dosing date lor applications is 31 January 1B9& 
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Financial Controller 

Network Television 

Network TV, with BBC I andBBC2, isanS850m business employing2500 staff. Due to promotion, 
we are now looking fora Financial Controller to become a key member of the senior managemen t 
team. Reporting to the Managing Director you will provide professional and strategic support 
and advice on a broad range of business and financial affairs. 

As part of a high-profile public service business, Network TV is facing momentous change 
' and is positioning itself to continue to be a big player in the UK television landscape You will 
have a vital part to play in this process. 

You will lead and be supported by three departments; finance, information technology and 
rights management,with overall responsibility for business affairs. 

To meet this challenge you will be a qualified accountant with a strong and broad financial 
management background, obtained within a large, blue-chip organisation. Previous experience 
of the broadcasting or entertainment industry is ideal but not essentiaL Experience of 
contributing within an environment of continuous change is vital, and you must also be able to 
demonstrate 

* personal and. commercial maturity and credibility 

* proven leadership skills 

* excellence as a team player 

* high quality communication and presentation skills 

* an understanding of the motivation and needs of highly creative staff 

* an enthusiasm for the workings of television 

You will be offered a competitive reward package, including car and excellent pension 
and health benefits, and will be based in West London. 

If you feel you could respond to the above challenge you should send a CV and details of 
your current package (quote ret 20728/ST) to BBC Recruitment Services, PO Box 7000, 
London W5 2WY. Tek 0181-849 0849 Minicom 0181-231 9231 by January 2nd. 

WORKING FOR EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY 
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GET THAT JOBI 


Executives in the snlnrv range 
£20k - L200k find new and" better jobs 



Britain's largest network 
of career consultancy offices 
accesses more unadvertised 
vacancies than any other 
company - over 15,000 
annually. 

With nearly 20 years of 
experience, we can turn your 
career situation into an 
opportunity. 

Ring one of our centres of 
excellence now liar a free 
consultation. Lady Executive 

programmes also available. 


(0171)7343873 


Brioai 

QimSBBST 
atfewp 
01223 3S 0908 


Curie 

01283990990 

LUUbmU 
01332 02 0900 

Ethan 

017*4 87 0098 


MM 

01889 380 098 


01X0300990 

Si Man 
01727 089 M0 
Ha Ponte 

01782 00 OBSB 
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MMi bdp D ir w tw a’Managcra to a produise ne 

* mwufpl campaign tailoral k> your needs 

«• praoiqi] and supported job search techniques 

* personal introductions for unadvertised opportunities 
4- successful one-to-one career counselling programmes 

Over 12 years Outplacement Expertise 


Find nui how our quality approach works for you by 
phoning Jane Jackson on (01Z76J $8<J27 for an 
assessment meeting without obligation or cost with 
the on [standing Carver Management specialists 
MMi Consulting Gp, MMi House, Camberlei GUIS 3PT. 

For Management on the Move 


FT 


FINANCIAL TIMES 

Information 

Product Marketing Managers - City 

Salary package commensurate with experience 

Excellent n p p WunhM 11 have arisen for 3 innovative and enthusiastic 
Product Marketing Managers within FT Information, the maifcet leading 
business and financial markets information division of the Financial 
Times Group. 

Reporting to the Market Development Manager, the succesfol candidates 
will form part of a growing team focussing on the strategic development 
and growth of specific product lines and market areas! 

Applicants must have a minimum of 2 yean product management or 
marketing experi ence, preferably in the finanmil or business information 
markets. For 2 of the positions we are looking far specific experience in one 
or more of the following areas: fond management, index tracking, mergers 
and aqmations/deal analysis, global custody and settlements. Successful 
candidates will need to demonstrate a thorough understanding of all 
aspects of marketing and be rapafrfe of assimilating information on a 
technical leveL The ability to rn ft|»i*n«» and imiP Fff 5 moiti-fooctional 
project teams and impressive communications skills wifi also be critical. 

If you feel you have the necessary qualities to be a successful product 
champion and possess the drive and commitment for these challenging 
roles, please write entjoaing your CV and covering letter with demit * of 
your current salary to: Personnel Department, Ref: Product Marketing. FT 
Information, 13-17 Epworth Street, London, EC2A 4DL 


EHSUSM/JAPANESE 




ms 




CAREER 

MOVERS’ 

COMPANION 


Par your 

FREEPHONE 

0800 622414 


Bright dynamic CVs 
from a successful team. 

SAME DAY 
CV COMPANY 
01753 890243 


* JobScareU Garviat 

• Uarefarw Omratins Lettera 

* VM. Acorn Switch. Antes 



A LEADING SAUDI ARABIAN OFF-ROAD 
VEHICLES MANUFACTURER 

ANNOUNCES 

THE FOLLOWING VACANCIES IN "DAMMAM, 
SAUDI ARABIA’ 


*1*1119, miixiiI Mecfa. E n g liwu i* with 10-13 juu experience in 
DeteriM mm* kwleaUpF. Thorough knowledge cTAUTO 
CAD* 'CAD-CAM'. 

1 - Shop Floor Superintendent 

Trofanrionel Pina Eng inw * with 10-13 pens opcrkflcc in 
*Shop Floor LcsdeaUpT, Steel Casing, Wdteg, AnenUy of 
pnu,ett. 


1 - Sr. Iieoa ttr 

Training Unit Leader* with 10-15 pens experience n InduHnsl 
Tnhnns Unh Le^o* fat the fleid of oenteme <m CMC 
Machines, Welding & Ancmbiy, etc. 


Trofcnlnnil Engineer* with 10-15 pears expedenoe in (ufaidci 
menth tawing eqii inmrm pistil, we «n p n^nimi itpm 1 
in 'CAD-CAM, ROBOTIC & MANUAL PRODUCTION*. 

1 - FMhnkad WefcSog SpsciaBM 

10-15 ytm experience, aware of High range arei weftfint 
pnmw* ss wdl as special mcxal welding handHag. 

1- ttw Bty rnn o i ..h i 

Twteriote Qnaltar Control Bagineet' with 10-15 vena 

experience in qmlfaj nuance within the 6an0r t/ISO 9000*. 

If jw fad you ere the CwuBdaM we n lonfcit»r fee, pi—— 
pour coaprehensta- CV. bp Espren Md Service m 


The Fernand Manager 

P-O. Bax 3987 - Denman 31432 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Phene (MS-3J S2I-1393 

Fax (966-3) 821-1540 / 822-1US 


ws 


GARDINER & THEOBALD 
FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

is seeking a 



Business Development Director 

GTFM is a successful consultancy group which has 
been opaulingfer a number of years advising blue 
chip companies on all aspects of establishing or 




in order to progress the consultancies future and 
further expand the active managemenf of fadBfes 
orrangemenls a key senior director is required to 
organise and implement a business development 
plat 

The successful candidate must have a record of 
achrevemenf in o simSar or related role gained over 
the last five year period. You will be required to 

demonstrate management skills and possess 

credibility and confidence to motivate an existing 
team through a period of substantial growth. 

Applications in confidence with career and salary 
details to Joseph Bums oh 

Gardiner & Theobald ForiftieBMctoagement 

32 Becflord Square 

london 

WC1B3EG_ r GARBIHER 

VNjHEOBm 
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Director 

Digital Centre of Excellence 


-tt#*' Digital Centre of Excellence will be an 

r exciting and vibrant organisation set up to help 
deliver the creative use of information 
technology in Staffordshire and the 
surrounding areas. It is being established on 
a new site at Trentham Lakes by a strong 
Stoke-on-Trent partnefS * li P which includes ICL, Stoke-on-Trent 
City Council, Staffordshire TEC, Staffordshire 
University and other major organisations. 

to £35,000 Centre will act as the focal point in the West 
Midlands for raising awareness of the business 
benefits which advanced technology can 
provide. Its key objectives will be to: 

• assist in raising the global competitiveness 
of business in the region 
• help to increase the skill level amongst the 
^ workforce 

■ assist in creating greater economic diversity 


The partners are seeking a visionary with 
strong business skills to lead the Centre. Whilst 
a background in the IT industry is not essential, 
an informed view of the impact of new 
technologies on global business patterns and 
on society is crucial. The Director must be 
able to achieve targets by building and 
maintaining partnerships with the business 
community and by developing a high profile 
for the Centre. 

Candidates, who feel that they meet this 
demanding specification are invited to apply in 
confidence by 8 January 7996 with full 
career and salary details to Bernard Doyle, 
MSL International Limited, Quadrant 
Court, 50 Calthorpe Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B75 1TH. Please quote reference 
57834. 


K INTERNATIONAL 


EXECUTIVE RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS 


LONDON 
0171 487 5000 


BELFAST 
01212 421S42 


BIRMINGHAM GLASGOW LEEDS 

0121 454 8864 0141 248 7700 0113 245 4757 


MANCHESTER 
0161 835 1772 









GENERAL MANAGER/DIRECTOR 

with technical and commercial flair 
c£50,000 - pins stock options 

Trafiicmaster Pic, a Quoted company on the London Stock Exchange with a market capitalisation of 
over £60m, is a world leader in Intelligent Transport Systems. The company has recently experienced 
significant growth which will continue and accelerate during 1996. 

The company is se ekin g an experienced Manager with an electronics background and q ualifica tions, 
but also bolding an MBA or equivalent The role will be to support the Chief Executive, particularly in 
the m a n a g ement of the company’s network, product development and the control of man ufac turin g 
subcontractors. The position win involve regular involvement in negotiating commercial contracts and 
will demand demonstrable commitment to achieving agreed performance targets. 

Applicants should possess an innovative approach to solving problems and be hi ghl y motivated to play 
a si gn ifi c an t role in the development of a rapidly growing public company. Applications in writing only, 
including a full crv, should be sent to> 

The Chief Executive ' 

Traffic master Pic 

Marlborough Court, Sunrise Parkway, Linford Wood, Milton Keynes MK14 6DX 

Trafiicmaster Pic 





EUMETSATIs an Intergovernmental European Organisation of 17 Member States 
* Austria * Belgium* Denmark ‘Roland* France * Germany * Greece * Ireland ‘Italy* 
Netherlands* Norway * Portugal * Spain * Sweden * Switzerland * Turkey * United Kingdom * 

Established In 1B86, located in Daimstad, Germany, EUMETSAT is responsUe for the establshment, 
exploitation and operation of European meteorological sateSte systems. The initial EUMETSAT system is 
based on the METEOSAT Satefltte. At the end of 1905 EUMETSAT wffl take over control of the METEQSAT 
spacecraft fr om th e European Space Agency using the ground segment and O perations Division developed 
under the METEOSAT Transition Programme. A second generation METEOSAT is being prepared in 
cooperation with ESA to provide geostationary data coverage beyond the year 2000. A further programme to 
provide observations from polar orbit is also in preparation. 

EUMETSAT is now tavHng wel qualified candidates (female or mate) from its Member States to apply for the 
position ot 


HEAD OF TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT (Ref. VN (95)21) 

Responsible to the Director, the post holder vrW manage the Technical Department of around 60 staff 
responsible tor 

- translation of users? requirements into mission and functional specifications 
for future sateHfte systems 

- development of new products and services associated wBh these systems 

- management and procurement of elements of approved programmes 

- preparation of future programmes 

- preparation of progranmiall& aspects of cooperation wHh other otganisationB 

As a member of the management team the Head of Technical Department w3 deputise for the Director and 
advise on stratefpc and management issues as part of toe long term plannmg process. 

The successful candidate wffl have a University degree and experience to satellite meteorology or 
atmospheric physics. A minimum of ten years experience of international sateSte meteorology inducting 
system specification, development and operations is desirable. Proven abflity to manage scientific and 
technical programmes within schedule, quaflty and cost objectives is essentiaL Fluency to either Engfeh or 
French is required, together wfth a working knowledge of the other language. 

Contracts wfU be swarded for an biitfad period of four years. Salaries aro attractive and consistent with other 
i nte rnat i onal Organisations. AppHcaUona (CV, covering tetter, Indication of avaflaMUy, rsfoisnce rto.) should be 
written either to Bigfish or French and should be mated tec EUMETSAT, Mr. JJC Hyatt, Heed of Personnel, Aro 
KavaUerfesand 31, Fosttaeft 10 05 SB, D-64205 Darmstadt, Germany. The dosing date is 5 January 1996L 


SALES 

EXECUTIVE 


Doamoi w 

e Do SOD Utmow «BB OVB- 

PVW P, 

• Do m md b> OTE at CA2K 
(Me C2SX+) + car 


Year Tbas stacoi 
01273 421342 Or FK CV ID 
01278 421210 


Chief Exec 
Electronic 
Commerce 
Association 
London-based 
Package 
negotiable 

The ASSOCIATION 
wtth BOO corporate 
member*. the EDI 
AMOrtwnon has been a 
highly successful and 
jeoaettve trade a srod a n e n 
for the past 8 yean, its 
mission Is to provide Its 
monbers In the public and 
private sectors wffli 
Information, rapport and 
farfltlHrtnn services to 
enable the general 
adoption of Bn best 
business practice la the 


Bpfh wiif commerce. 
Over the next year, the 
EDta will change tls name 
to the ‘ElectraDlc 



THE OFFSHORE INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR 

'Mondial Expatriate Services Limited is an offehote insurance arid' 
investment brokerage specialising in financial services, for- 
expatriates and non-residents. vT 

The Company strives to maintain the highest ethical and professional 
behaviour, which includes a lotow your client 1 and "best advice' 
relationship between our consultants and our clients. Our selection 
and training programmes for management, consultants and 
administrators are driven by this standard. 

Mondial's goal is to be profitable and the market leader in our sector, 
thus ensuring a long term future and continuous quality of service to 
our clients". 

THAT'S OUR MISSION - COULD THIS BE YOURS TOO? 

Mondial has grown to be the largest brokerage of its type in the world 
and operates in Europe, the Middle East, the Far East, the Caribbean 
and Africa. We are looking for more people to join us to be trained, as 
self-employed consultants, to carry out our stated mission. 

If you feel you can bring to us a determination to commit yourself to 
a full time overseas opportunity, be prepared to learn how to 
professionally carry out the services we offer to our clients, match up 
to our standards and would like to build a long term career please 
send your full personal details and CV, stating your preferred location, 
to: . 

' The Managing Director, Mondial Expatriate Services Ltd., 

RO. Box 6559,3308 Limassol, Cyprus. 


European 
Accts. Mgr 

US. breed office 
tantitnre. Co. needs 
w p w iwifti individual 
To handle acco u n t s 
throughout Europe. 
Would begin training 
now for opening ndd- 
1996. Offices lo ca te d 
near Heathrow 

Send CV. tu 
Brian Kurtti 
Furniture Marketing 
Group. Inc 
Horton Road 
Kay Often BLDG 
Ootohroak 
Stoutfi 
SL3 OAT 


mui 



And you thought we just 
made maps 


Ordnance Sjrvey has been mopping Britain for over 200 year? and 
reputation ‘ear is second to none. This year will see cur latest mifosfc 
national topographical database, providing up-ic-the nsinutc inform 
.'andscape. 

Nov/ organised a- a curtome foci re. 

Government agency, we are looking for 
ambnious people to help us exploit the rod 
potential c r our entire product rancte. 

Commercial;/ end technically, we can offer you 
the opportunity to pursue a demanding end 
highly satisfying career at the very forefront of 
Our fast emerging field. 

If you have the skill, energy and creativity we 
need for the following role: based in 
Southampton, now is the time to get in touch... 


IT Project Managers 

Total package up to £32,000 


pioneering 
/'orId's first" 
the British 



In this influential and technically challenging role, you 
will be responsible for a portfolio of projects of either a 
business or technical nature. Projects may vary in size 
and complexity from technical evaluations and concept 
studies, through to full project life cycle development, 
involving requirements gathering, analysis, design, 
development and live systems support, business 
strategy and planning or quality registration projects. 
You will be managing, motivating and guiding project 
teams to meet fixed deadlines and budgets within our 
quality systems environment, and will need to have a 
proven track record of successful development as a 
Project Manager, gained in an IT environment. 

The successful applicant will ideally have: 

• vision, initiative, originality and creativity 

• the ability to convey a professional image to users 
and customers 

• ability to demonstrate independent judgement and 
decision making 

• customer focussed approach with good 
communications and negotiating skills 

• ability to make sound decisions 


* a background in a geographic industry, GIS, DDMS, 
imagery and spatial databases would be an advantage. 

You also require a commitment to deliver, and a 
consistent record of achieving success in the workplace. 
Ordnance Survey is an equal opportunities employer and 
is folly committed to equal opportunities policies. 
Applications are welcome from all suitably qualified 
individuals irrespective of sex, racial origin or disabilities. 
We operate a no smoking policy. 

The appointments are irirtiafty for a fixed term of three 
years, but subject to Ordnance Survey requirements 
and your performance, consideration wifl be given to 
extension or conversion to permanent status. 

To apply, please send a detailed CV, inducing home 
and business telephone numbers and quoting ref no. 
12/889 to: June Merefield, (M Personnel Officer, 

Room C578, Ordnance 

Survey, Romsey Road, a 

Southa mpto n S016 4GU. 

Enquiries concerning these 553 

posts please telephone 

01703792567 _ 


Estates Manager 


Southampton 


Salary c£30,000 


Ordnance Survey has been mapping Britain for 
over 200 years and today we are world leaders in 
the survey and mapping fields. Our Southampton 
HQ houses over 1300 staff, together with state of 
the art facilities, and is currently undergoing a 
significant £mu!c>-fnflBon refurbishment progranwri& 
In addition, there are about 90 regional offices 
throughout the UK. 

Reporting to die Director of Business Services, this key 
appointment will be responsible for Accommodation, 
Maintenance, Security and Health and Safety, throughout 
Ordnance Survey. Reviewing and developing policy and 
strategy on estates management, you will work doseJy 
with senior management to establish and meet Business 
Unit requirements. In addition to your day to day duties, 
you will take responsibility for the Headquarters major 
refurbishment programme, monitoring the work of 
external contractors and the project manager, and 
ensuring deaettines are adhered to. 

You should have a minimum of 5 years’ estates 
management experience, ideally pined within the public 
sector, supported by a proven record of managing and 


motivating a professorial team. Your excellent 
communication and organisational skills will be combined 
with a solid background of project management. You will 
be able to demonstrate the financial expertise necessary 
to exercise strict budgetary control. 

This appointment is initially for a fixed term of three 
years, but subject to Ordnance Survey requirements and 
your performance, consideration will be given to 
extension or conversion to permanent status. 

Ordnance Survey is an equal opportunities employer and 
is felly committed to equal opportunities policies. 
Applications are welcome from all suitably qualified 
individuals, irrespective of sex, racial origin or disability. 
We operate a no smoking policy. 

Closing date for applications: Monday I5di January 1996. 
To apply, please send a detailed CV, including home and 
business telephone numbers and quoting reference 
number 12/890, to our advising consultants: 

LjA Recruitment Management, 

12 Ceibridge Mews, Porch ester Road, 

London W2 6EU. 



Ordnance Survey 




We are a well established global company...and our growth is phenomenal 


T he senior executive we seek will manage product inventories in Western 
Europe — in person and via our regional office network. In so doing, this 
Vice President will take responsibility for the overall coordination of ales 
offices, oversee lead generation, negotiate and close contracts. 

Must have a thorough knowledge of the European marketplace; expertise in 
building, motivating and developing a strong, sophisticated sales operation; 
possess the panache to utilize creative concepts; have the poise and presence to 
work with senior management In a variety of industries; and overall, be an 
en trepreneur representing one erf the world's most innovative companies. 

Background most include at least 15 years of high level sales experience, a 


F .« 1 . q di ' M 


consumer products or financial instruments. Multi-faceted mentality, high 
integrity and multi-lingual ability (Le. English and at least one major Euro¬ 
pean language) are preferential criteria. 

ExceDent c om pensation parfapp. If you are the rara aids sought please send 

K resume (with salary history) to our VP of Human Resources al P.O. Box 8, 
tag, New York 12564, U.SA. We are an equal opportunity employer. 


MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY - 
PRODUCTIVITY IMPROVEMENT 

Ontstandim career and earnings potential with 
world wide matfcet leader 

- PRESENTING ANALYSTS 

- SENIOR OPERATIONS MANAGERS 

- PROJECT MANAGERS/CONSULTANTS 

- TRAINERS 

- SKILLS DEVELOPERS & MANAGERS 

Our cheat ia an in t ernati onal market leader in 
productivity improvement and is currently 
e xp e rien ci n g en aqainna l growth with tremendous 
d emand s for their services throoghoci Europe. 
Opp or t un ities exist for e xperienc ed profetiuomh 
who have wotted in die industry and wish to farther 
their careen within an caching and rapidly 

Yon should p onea good interpersonal, 
communication and leader ship skills. Fluency in 
Fn giivh is mental ™t other language capabilities 
are an advantage. Yon win be required to travel 
extensively although relocation is not necessary. The 
company believes strongly in continuous and 
advanced training. 

Rewards are outstanding for those who can deliver 
results! 

AH applicants wifi be dealt with in the strictest 
confidence. Please forward a rairri ctt h ra vitae tn 

REF: EXP/ST/2595, litriifidd Associates N.V„ 
Knruneg 625A. 2132 NG Hoofldorp. Netherlands. 
Fax: (31) 23.5606737 
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ACCOUNTANCY & FINANCE 


GENERAL APPOINTMENTS 



Excellence is 
result of 


NEWLY QUALIFIED AND, 
POST-QUALIFIED ACCOUNTANTS 

KPMG’s Financial Business Unit is built 
on individual talents working closely 
together and consists of industry-focused, 
multi-disciplined teams of audit, tax and 
consultancy specialists. We are proud of the 
fact that we audit more clients in the FTSE 
top 250 than any other firm, including 22 of 
the top 100 and we lead in practically every 
financial service sector, banking, building 
societies, securities, fund management and 
insurance. Our teams are made up of people 
who subscribe to the philosophy that 
excellence is a result of specialisation. 

The people we seek will combine 
first-class communication skills with ambition, 
determination and talent 

We are now looking for newly qualified 
accountants who have completed, or are due 
shortly to complete, their training contracts. 
Additionally, we are interested in those who 
^ possess post-qualification experience 


gained within the financial sector. 


result of These are high-profile client facing 

roles, based in London, that require 

• 1 • • a blend of confidence and personality; 

spec i an s ati on. we invest heavily in the training and 

support needed to ensure that such strengths 
are brought 1° the fore. 

In return, we offer de man ding and interesting 
challenges worthy of die finest talent, outstanding 
career progression and a remuneration package 
that is highly competitive. 

To apply, please send your CV to: 

Jeanette Douworth, quoting ref. TMS/HR, 
at KPMG, Human Resources Department, 
1-2 Dorset Rise, Blackfriars, London 

® EC4Y 8AE. Alternatively, you may fax it 

means business to her on om 311 «i 6 i. 


GENERAL APPOINTMENTS 


Business Development Manager OTE £50K 

DA it a gro wimt consultancy offering services In the Add of 
end-user soppon. Oar win i n g iiw i in w .. ii^ • fcnd 
oaaunnmcmaam d e fi ve mh k a have caned the rapea of onr 
bfae-chip efieno and m are seeking a Bmineas De v elo pm ent 
Manager inwiMhoty to help ^ our (imuli la mMh ««i 

The focus is oo iden ti fy in g pros p ect iv e dnaits, bwkfing 
relati on s hip s with eRwm companies ™i developing * " 1 *^ 
tea* v*w» casting c&ents. Cmditaes uStt be at degree csUbie 
and win have experience of seffing IT services 

The we mnesadon uxlndes a hr y, arodsdse 

nivi oar. The — "i — - t.ri nn I, that ftri. postdoc trBQi y. 
growth and the roannsentiao win r eflect that 

Submit CV and cover taler so D. Bnlkwill, DA Ltd. 7 Old 
Town, London SW4 OJT. 


SALES CONSULTANTS OTE E25-50K 
NEW... year career challenge 

A m«|er g ro u p or camnta o p erann g nnmpwot the UK 
r wnuii es sales emsattmts, aged 30/6E, who Dead to earn a 
ratabmim or C 2 SK pa and would Hte to be uaong oor top 
earners achieving CfiGK. 

Our consaltanta worit conttnnousty wttti selected professional 
clients In the MsdtcaL Ed u ca t io n al and Property Odds and 
benefit front:- 

incentives and bonuses 


EUROPEAN TECHNICAL SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

We sxe providers of specialised maintenanc e services relating to large rotary 
kilns and similar heavy equipment employing extensive and patented 
techniques. Our customers range from the ament industry to chemical, 
mineral M base »*»*—h industries. Our o s gank i u innKj now wdl established 
riobaHy, seek a technical sales rep re sen ta tive to introduce our semen in 


• Career op port unit ies 

Otg ope n-ended conmi MoB^Kh enM ha siccccBaitbogca flaenres 
Sales proftsainiMh of integrity sad rtridty^oold^^g ^ 

Colin Wilson 01253 783234 
(24 hours) 


If you have c ap e iie n cc in the mechanical design and operation of rotary 
kilns and can discuss their operation convincingly with users; 

• are in a position to undertake exten siv e travel; 

• are highly motivated and wdl organised to generate sales and develop 
market strategies; 

• have the fl e xibility to work independently malting field inspections, sales 
calls, preparing reports and proposals; 

• are preferably fluent in at least two European languages including 
Ru glim; 

Then we are interested to hear from you. Respondents are asked to apply in 
writing with a comprehensive CV kk- 

Mrs A Bellagha 

PHILLIPS REMA KILN SERVICES LTD 
Lucas Works, Sheffield Rd 
Dronfield, Sheffield S18 6GE 


Vfe are looking for people excited 
by die prospect of working as a 
Board Director in a leading 
Comndsaoning Health Authority 
determined to develop locality 
commissioning. 

When we become Gwent and 
RhymnCy VdOty Health Authority 

on I April 1996 we want to build 
on the work already done in 
establishing Jive locality 
comndssiomng teams to achieve 
GP centred policies and 
purchasing. We hove also 

introduced notional purchasing 
Jar aU GPs to complement our 
fundholdmg initiatives and we are 
currently working with two axed 
fundholding pilots involving 12 
GP practices. 

to achieve our vision of a primary 

care lei service we need a dose 
partnership with NHS Trusts, 
Unitary local authorities and the 
voluntary sector. 

Our Directors must be exceptional 
leaders with a proven record of 
innovative strategic pluming at a 
corporate level We will be looking 
for die ability to develop rmdti- 
disapimary teams and generate 
co-operation from a wide range of 
health and other professionals. 


Director of Finance 

£48k +PRP + Lease Car 

With a budget of £300m you wall be responsible for all aspects of fman rial 
planning and providing professional financial support to the Authority and 
fundholding Gfc. You will work with die Chid' Executive to assess, set and 
communicate the organisation's overall financial strategy. It is likely that you 
will have at least five years experience at a senior level, be able to demonstrate 
experience of implementing economic evaluations of plans and have a good 
understanding of added value in relation to NHS provision. 

. Director of Patient Care 

£48k +PRP + Lease Car 

Ybu will ensure that the Authority and GPs are properly advised on patient care 
issues with particular emphasis on ^finical effectiveness and all aspects of 
purchasing and contracting. You will lead on the development of finks with 
CHCs, voluntary bodies and patient groups, the development of the 
organisation's strategy for quality and play a key role in the development of 
primary health care teams. Ybu must be able to demonstrate 
success in translating policies, procedures and research into Gwent & 
practicable planning and be familiar with the culture of Khymney 
general practice. Ybu will understand the wide variety of ifolfey 
clinical roles within the NHS. Although not essential, k is Health Audwriiy 
likely that the successful candidate will be a registered nurse 
with post registration qualifications; preferably to degree level 

If you wish to discuss these opportunities in more detail 
please contact Jeremy Edvus, Director of Development on 
01495 765164. Information padts are available from 
Miriam Goss on 01495 765075. 

CVs must be submitted by 5 January 1996. Informal 
disaissionsvriQIieheld^rfeothposts. Final interviews: Anduzdod kchyd 

Director of Patient Care -12 January 1996 Gwent a Chwm 

Director of Finance-25 January 1996. Rhymni 


Director and Chief Executive 
Wilton Park 


Up to £55,802 (including performance pay) 

The Foreign and Commonwealth Offiae is seeking busnes 
to appoint a Director and Chief Executive for . manage 

Wilton Park (an Executive Agency of die Foreign sponsor 
and Commonwealth Office since 1991), at die andsoa 

WistonHwiseConfamce Centre at Sfeyning, or other 

West Sussex, as soon as posable. Candidf 

which able to a 

organises, for die Foreign and Commonwealth Kingdoi 

Office, a programme of conferences on with the 

international'political economic and security five yea 

antisocial issues. The conferences are attended £37,4001 

by senior political academic and business related« 

figures from many countries. The Centre, which For mor 

has a staff of 32, also provides facilities for other (to be re 

conferences and social functions. Recnriti 

The Chief Executive is responsible to the S ec retary LinfoBa 

of State for Foreign and or telepl 

* Commonwealth Affairs for (answer 

directing the Wistan House Please q 

Conference Centre and '- 

attracting high level pa rtic ip ants 
and maintaining the standards The FCC 

Foreign & of Conferences at Wilton Park- andappli 

Commonwealth Able to deal at senior levels candidal 

Office with government arid the orientatu 


West Sussex 


to raise 


or other European languages is desirable. 

Candidates must be British Citizens and jjustbe 
able to show a dose connection with the united 


with the possibility of an extension for a further 

five years. Current starting salary is m. me ra nge 

£37,400 to £55,802 whKhmdudes a performance 
related element 

For more details and an application fom* 

(to be returned by 1st February 19961 to 


Link, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7} B, 
or telephone Basingstoke (01256) 468551 ' 
(answerphane), or fax 01256 S46374/846660. 
Please quote reference B2741. 

TheFCO is an Equal Opportunities employer 
md applications are invited from suitably qualified 
candidate regardless qf gender, race, sexual 
orientation or disability. 


PATENT SPECIALISTS 


Astra is a pharmaceutical 
company in a phase of rapid 
growth. Operations, which are strongly 
international, encompass research, 
production and marketing of pharma¬ 
ceuticals through subsidiaries, agents 
and l icensees around the world. The 
Group has appr ox im ately 14,400 em¬ 
ployees, of whom 5300 are in Sweden. 
Sales m 1994 totaled SEK 28 billum. 

The Patent Department plays a cen¬ 
tral role within the Astra Group. At 
present we consist of over 40 people 
who together work to protect the 
results of research and development. 
The patents we strive for are of crucial 
importance to the future of Astra. 

We work side by side with Astras 
researchers worldwide, applying for 
patents, instructing agents and mam- 
tain'mg patents in over 80 countries. 
Tfius hlgh ‘demands afe placed ini our r 
patent specialists and an our adminis¬ 
tration. pertaining both to knowledge 
competence and effectwity. 


Astra Patents is rapidly expanding and is recruiting patent specialists. 
We have openings in both the chemical/biotechnological fields, as well 
as in the mechanical field. Positions are available in Sodertalje, Sweden 
and Loughborough, England. 

The patent specialist's work will consist of preparing and processing 
patent applications. He or she will deal independently with the Swedish 
Patent Office, the international authorities under the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty (PCT), the European Patent Office (EPO) and the Astra Group’s 
patent agents throughout the world. Chosen candidates must be pre¬ 
pared to travel, at times extensively. 

The work will involve examination of novelty, assessments of patent¬ 
ability and infringement, as well as other investigations in toe intellec¬ 
tual property area. 

The positions would be suitable for holders of a doctor or master 
degrees in engineering, chemistry/ bio-chemistry or pharmacology with 
a long record of experience in patent handling acquired in industry, in a 
firm of patent agents, or at a patent office. Certification to act before the 
EPO and international experience would be considered a merit A good 
1 knowledge of jjngfisb is necessary and a.basic koowledge.of German 
and/or French is desired. 

Although applicants with lengthy experience in the patent field are pre¬ 
ferred, applicants with less experience are also invited. 

We offer a stimulating, varying and demanding range of responsibilities, 
requiring independent action and calling for an enterprising attitude, 
the capacity to cooperate, and an outgoing personality. 

Mats PSxup, Senior Director, Patents, and Susanne As Sivborg, Associate 
Director, Patents would be pleased to answer any inquiries. 

Phone+46 8 55326282 resp. + 46 8 55325629. 

Applications in writing marked "Patent Specialist'' should be sent by 
10 January 1996 to Mats Nauctec Human Resources, Astra AB, 

S-15185 Sodertalje, Sweden. 


AtSTKA 


SENIOR MANAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR ‘96 


Excellent Package 


Warrington, Cheshire 


Technology pic. an FT company, Isas part of the ICL Group, one of the largest end most siocessM computer reseflets 
in the UK today, with a turnover c£275m. A highty reputable end trusted company we ere comrrtftted to adding 
value to every customer's business and oil dedication to excellence in product choice, value, and service Is 
rewaded through our ongoing success and continued expansion. We now have the Mowing exciting new 
opportunities for experienced, results and service-orientated Managers to Join our head office teem In Warhgtoa 


Sales Managers - Public Sector 

With proven experience of managing a successful sales 
team within an IT environment, you will be a results- 
drivea energetic and articulate Individual capable of 
motivating your team to achieve the highest standards 
of scies and service. An effective communicator you wfl 
have the energy and commercial flair to drive the 
business forward devetopfog your team whflst achieving 
challenging business plans. 


Client Managers 

You will be responsible for managing and developing 
business plans for estabfehed major accounts, offertr^ 
strategic long term solutions at board level working 
towards reafising the full potential of the business, with 
several yean sales or general managemert experience 
within the IT industry, you wl have the cradbOty to deal 
wtih customers at Director level using your considerable 
Intwpereoncf ddfcto buBd long term relationships. 


Our rewcad packages reflect 
the importance of these key 
positions, and we can also offer 
you the chance to reaflse your 
potential wtth a dynamic, 
forward thinking operation. 


Technology 

pic 

A member of the ICL Group. 


Interested? Write now wShffufl 
c.v. to: Jufie Booth, Principal 
Personnel Officer, Technology 
pta, Stamford House. Science 
Park South, Bbchwood, . 
Warrington WAS 7BH. 

NoagrakaplMM. 


Sales Director Designate 

Reporting to the Managing Director 


is required for privately owned 
FMCG food manufacturer and is an 
excellent opportunity for an 
ambitious person to join a young 
management team in the 
development of a well established 
brand. The product range 
encompasses biscuits, cakes and 

confectionery. 

Based on a classical FMCG 
background the ideal candidate will 
be highly motivated, commercially 


astute and will be able to 
dcmonsmac pro gres s ive career 
development. The rok will demand 
well developed commnnkarion and 
interpersonal dolls, numeracy and a 
sound understanding of the Grocery 
Multiple trade a t National Account 
LeveL 


phase write enclosing CV and current 
remuneration details to: 

Jm&dup, Senior Consultant, 

Austin Kmgkt UK Limited, 


for the right person and if you are f 

aged 30/40 year* and wuh to be part 


20 Soho Square, London W1A IDS. 
Please quote reference number QR. 
831 • 

Austin 
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Merry Gale out to end Irish drought 

Y OUR IRISH lunvr I- - ----__- HUGHROLfTLEDQE 


°UR IRISH RACING 
CORRESPONDENT 

A MOOD of expectation sur¬ 
rounds Merry Gale's attempt 
an the King George VI 
Tnpleprini Chase, the centre- 
Pjece of Kempton’s Boxing 
Day meeting. 

It is 30 years since the 
mighty Arkie won his only 
King George and it is 20 years 
since Captain Christy was the 
last Irish-trained winner of the 
big race. For a country that 
pndes itself on the quality of 
its chasers, the barren years 
have been frustrating. 

Typically. Jim Dreaper is 
unconcerned with such statis¬ 
tics. The practicalities of pre¬ 
paring Merry Gale’s festive 
challenge from the KilsaU- 
aghan yard in the north of Co 
Dublin — where his father. 
Tom, prepared Arkie 30 years 
ago — are uppermost in his 
mind. 

With the threat of poor 
weather clouding the Boxing 
Day fixtures in Britain, 
Dreaper has taken the precau¬ 
tion of pencilling in a clash 
with Master Oats in next 
Thursday's Ericsson Chase at 
Leopardstown should Kemp- 
ton fall foul of the weather. But 
the King George is decidedly 
his preferred option. 

Dreaper yesterday said: 
“We are committed to 
Kempton and we very much 
want to go whatever the 
ground may be like. Meny 
Gale is best on perfect jump¬ 
ing ground but even if it is 
heavy we want to be there.” 

Merry Gale’s chance on 
Tuesday is realistic enough. 
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Merry Gale, the talented Irish contender, gained an impressive success in the Martell Cup at Ain tree 


based on his record last season 
which he capped with a spec¬ 
tacular success in the Martell 
Chase at Aintree last April. 

However, Dreaper feels that 
the Aintree vicioiy may have 
been misleading. “Aintree 
oomes at a funny time of the 


year, when the season starts to 
wind down. Barton Bank 
wasn't sparkling that day. The 
ground was too fast for hint, 
and Monsieur Le Cure and 
Martomick did well to stand 
up after several mistakes. 

“With hindsight, his sixth. 


on ground he didn't like, in the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup could 
be more significant. I am not 
being critical of the jockey 
IGraham Bradley] but if the 
horse had been ridden with 
more restraint, I think Merry 
Gale would have finished a lot 


closer to Master Oats," 
Dreaper said. 

Merry Gale, without being 
seriously tested, gained a ten- 
length success under Richard 
Dun woody at Punchestown 
last month. The victory at least 
proved Merry Gale's well¬ 


being and he will be in peak 
condition for Boxing Day. 
although his appearance 
could be deceptive. 

Dreaper said: "The fitter he 

is, rhe lighter he runs up. He 
looks almost like a greyhound 
now and. if he is still in 
training in March, he will be 
extremely light It is just the 
way he is. We have got used to 

it. " 

Dreaper is realistic in his 
comparison of Merry Gale to 
former top chasers he has 
trained, such as the 1975 
Cheltenham Gold Cup win¬ 
ner. Ten Up. the dual Irish 
National winner. Brown Lad 
and. possibly, the most fam¬ 
ous of all, CarviH's Hill. 

“At the moment. Merry 
Gale would be joint third, 
about the some as Ten Up. 
Brown Lad was the best 
achiever and Carvill’s Hill 
had the most talent. But you 
don't have to be a great horse 
to win a Gold Cup. you just 
have to be the best on the day. 
Ten Up. for instance, is not 
remembered as a great Gold 
Cup winner but he did win it,” 
he said. 

Dreaper has no illusions 
about the strength of Tues¬ 
day’s opposition either. “Bar¬ 
ton Bank, for instance, has : 
looked very good in the last I 
two King Georges, and yet he 
seems to have been almost 
ignored in the build-up. The 
opposition is top class so there 
is no point worrying about 
them. We are concentrating on 
our horse," he said. 

So are many others. After 
all. 20 years is a long time to 
wait for another celebration. 


Chesham moves 
up in distance 


By our racing staff 


THE Ascot executive has 
made a bid to free the 
Chesham Stakes from the 
shadow of the more presti¬ 
gious Coventry Stakes — by 
increasing its distance from 
six to seven furlongs for next 
year’s Royal meeting. 

First run in 1919, the 
Chesham — which is re¬ 
stricted to the progeny of 
stallions who were success¬ 
ful over 1 miles or further 
— was contested over five 

:Jtf CHARD ams 


Nap: NONE STIRRED 
(1230 lingfield Park] 
Next best: Darter 
(130 Lingfield Park) 


furlongs until 1963 when it 
was stepped up to six, the 
same (rip as the Coventry. 

However, a series of poor¬ 
ly-contested renewals has 
seen it become something of 
the poor relation of Royal 
Ascot's juvenile races, neces¬ 
sitating a move to boost the 
quality of runner. 

Nick Cheyne, the clerk of 
die course, believes the race 
will now attract the dassy 
staying juvenile: HThe 
Chesham will now stand as 
the only seven-furlong race 
for two-year-olds at (he Roy¬ 
al meeting. 


“I am hopeful that both 
the quality and quantity of 
runners it attracts will be 
enhanced. The change will 
leave (be Coventry as the 
only six-furlong race for 
two-year-olds at the Royal 
meeting- This is slightly 
refining the balance of the 
Royal Ascot race pro¬ 
gramme, which we initiated 
last year with the switch of 
the King Edward VII Stakes 
to the final day." 

Cheyne, who has been 
widely acclaimed for bring¬ 
ing change to Ascot's image, 
is confident (he move will 
receive the support of 
trainers. 

“Some might feel it is too 
stiff, but 1 certainly do not 1 
think a seven-furlong race at 
that time of year will be well 
received. Sandown has a 
seven-furlong race on the 
Friday or Saturday prior to 
Royal Ascot and that is 
always well supported.*’ 

But Clive Brittain, trainer 
of last year’s winner. World 
Premier, has reservations 
about the initiative. “Seven 
furlongs at Ascot is very stiff 
and I think it could do more 
harm than good,” he said. 

The increase in distance to 
the Chesham, which carries 
listed status, is accompanied 
by a growth in prize-money. 
The race now has £35,000 
added to stakes (from 
£32.000). 
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THUNDERER 


12.30 Pete The Parson 
1.00 Swivel 
1.30 Betty's Boy 


ZOO IMA DELIGHT (nap) 
Z30 Nordansk 
3.00 River Leven 
330 Mister Morose 


Our Newmarket Correspondent 12.30 BLATANT OUTBURST (nap). 
1.00 Gokiwyn. 


113143 GOOD TIMES 13 (BF.F.G.S) {Mis D flotsnsac) B fa KM)_BWestp) 88 


ftacend numbs. Sin-figure loin (F — idL P — 

^ led U — instated rider B —brougN 

n S — slipped up. R—refused. D — 
dcdpoUtodl. Hang's name. Days area hst 
outtaff F d ltd (B — Wmtan. V — vtsor. H— 
hood E —EyadrieM C—cousenm 0 — 


muh. 8F —beater bwwte In b&si race). 
Gong on «AlcJi borse las eon (F — Rim. good to 
far, lad. G—good. S —ad), good to sol. 
he**). Aa In trades. Toner Ago and 
night Rider pho any aUnanre The Times 


d&ance wtonei CO — coursa and dbtance Pnate Hmfiappa's erfing 


GOING: HEAVY • ' " _|_SIS 

12.30 EUROPEAN BREEDERS RMD NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(Qualifier: £2,520:2m 110yd) (12 ninners) 

1 135 BLATANT OUTBURST 147 ff) (W*s B Qubel) E 8 m) 5-114)-Alfegrtfl - 

2 (HI 9JCKLANDI/O5ZJUsR Hepiun) 0GnnaS 4-114) . DBridguete 53 

3 COD COtMTRY BOY 14 (Trarpi ftactag I) J Bridge! 4-11-0_L Harvey 70 

4 ODD CRAZY WEATTER 29 (R Grader) life P Sty 5-11-0_ RUariey 58 

5 0-5 KEYRAYB)30(Wtease*RRon5-11-0.._ _ ..... . DffSutawi 58 

fi M) !*TTB» 8 WDBU&riertXBaBny 6 - 11-0 .. CUewefen - 

J 24 MYSTK ELF IB (BF) (ttj P Ftia) N Gosetoe 5-11-0. _. - RDumwcdy - 

8 3 TORE STIRRED 20 (CFrarin) J G4tonf 5-114) -_ PHrto 95 

9 24SV2B 0UJHILWOOD7(D Mrflen) S Mefljr5-H-O Niton » 

10 Z3«M PETE THE PARSON 24 (BF) (MT Sk*Q J Old 6-114...J Osborne fS 

IT 24030 C0MBJVHOUR34 (NMW Pltophv 4-10-9.— . Eltojdiy 72 

12 DfOORJ- FLB«3SDHJeHrZ33(ltoGJesB)p)* Jasop5-104.- G Tonnoy (3) - 

BEmNG: 5-2 Non Stored, 7-2 R* The Parson, 9-2 MfiBc Wa. 5-1 Btafad EMmK. 8-1 Itomaht 12-1 Kejr 
Ptaw. OMMl Wood. 15-1 08 m 

1984: BMSEV 4-11-0 RDinrady (11-4 to) R Ateurf 18 on 

FORM FOCUS 


BLATANT OUTBURST IN 5ft oi 13 to Charier n 
Nafanal Hud Fbd race * Worcester pm. good to 
tom). KEY RAYBt 451 50 to FUri Ueotaari In 
rreddan IiimSb to fatMfl (2m S good to w8). 
MYSTIC St£ 6VU 4tti to Frys No Foot to Nattond 
rtuni Fa race to Tonaier (2m. good to so8). 
NONE STIWBJ1H 3rd to M Erpran in novice 
hunOo to ^retoMi (2m HOyd. good). 0L0HLL 


WOOD N 2nd to Rwa ton in mace ludte a 
WnfcnQn.good) pentd amalB startafli CRAZY 
WEATKEh 301 7fe PETE THE PARSON IVf 3rd 
d 21 to Oanong San n iraiden hud* to Warcee- 
to On, goad) fait tort test wan. COMEDY 
HOUR 41 an to Stvreme KnBvcwa in Ntotonal 
Hal fla race to Estoffln 130yd, good to fan). 
Sehdknc PETE THE PARSON 


1.00 PLUM PUDDING JUVB0LE NOVICES HURDLE 

(3-Y-0. £2,856: 2m 110yd) (20 runners) 

1 0313 BLOWN BAY 37JVJU3) (N Hart) I Btorfag U-4-Mr A 8*hg (7) B 

2 541 LAST 5PW 14 (D.G1 (Vn E Long) J Jeddra 10-13._. J Octnme 81 

3 ARDL3GH PHNCE 177F (C Panic*) G L Moore 10-12-- M W a fa - 

4 BON VOYAGE 188F (Mra C Yeaa) 0 Grtsscll 10-12- D Bndonavr - 

5 BOWLES PATROL Ms 0 Upwi) J U wn 10-12--C Mar* - 

G CHS.MRTH WOLF (R Ues) i Spertiq 10-12- B Hopn (3) - 

7 am *WL 167F (The Medal Syndic*)] K Badey 10-12- R Onaaody •- 

B 2 DARTER 20 (A Span) R Atatua 10-12-S Ryan 0 97 

9 24 GdLDWYN 14 (Hass Fa Casses ftofag CUi) Bob Jam 10-12. - V SnNh 88 

10 MASON 9GF [S TlmdaH) S Mete 10-12--- N Man - 

11 0 resaw DORO 5 (P nm S Pamm S Matte 10-12- M Pm - 

12 SWfPHERDS REST 152F (The Odd Doran) S Mafar 10-12-CUaM - 

13 THE QUADS (J Dud*) i Ffiteh-Hms 10-12 -- -B Fettn (5) - 

14 4 LNTH) FRONT 40 (T Berested) R O SuBhan 10-12- D OSuIDnn 77 

T5 352 AL (WWCHE BF (D Bass) K Cummrfaivaraaai 10-7 -- A P McCoy 88 

16 384 -BROCKTON UGH! 36 Ms D U TnttJ R Button 10-7- B Panto 58 

17 FLATFORD PROCESS 154F (C Para**} 6 L Mans 10-7 M Mbntar Q - 

IB MSS THE BEAT I08F (5 NWte) S Uflto 10-7 . _ ._ A PlDdar - 

19 ROSEVEAR 38F (btotora d Aste PatoesWpl S Urdte HW. CWs Webb W - 

20 SWIva 9BF Otos C Sndtfi) 0 Mdiohan 10-7. A Magtee - 

BETTWfi: W Date. 4-1 ffloaar Bay. 9-2 Setiel. 6-1 Ud Spin. 10-1 China Mad. 12-1 Unfed Frwt 14-1 
GsUnyi). 16-1 At Ccnikhe. Mbs The Bato, 20-1 ritara. 

1994: NO COtWESPONOWfi RACE 


FORM FOCUS 


KLGORAN BAY IS 3rd M15 to 0a Kris In 
juvenile hunfle to Nafen (2m 110 yd, good). 
LAST SPW b«to BaWeshlp Brace nee* to j oianfe 
hurdle to Fakantan (2m. good) vMb G0LDWYN 
(SO bam atf) 41 4fa DARTHr 61 fad of 11 to 
Man Dana n hmnde hutfe to SatoOM (2m 
11M, good). 60L0WYN )MI 2nd to 8 to Wtoch 
Mv Uk n pwentte laaiBe a Ftoenham (2m, good) 
pmuSifaa dial «W> AL OHJNCHE 213rd Wfl- 



b Coul Nat to 
pod). ALC0R- 
tBfa to toveidla 
Bj. BROCKTON 
luranSahuntleto 
C0RMCHE 141 
at 7 to To Opes 
. goad lo Iton). 


1.30 LOWNDES UUMBBff NOVICES CHASE 

(£6,902: 3m) (8 rumets) 

T 113P-1 BETTY'S BOY 43 (FAS) fT Banfeld aal Mr W Etowi) K Bfary 6-114 r R Etonvmotfy S 

2 001Y1-2P SLVHVDRT LAD 21 (BiF.q (A Wafa] T Caay 6-1M- 98 

3 &P54-PP ALFMN 21 (A OaMt*} C WatotoP H lj), - s— JP** ~ 

4 0064J BADBURY PRBCE 8 (C Cotoqr) Mre J flanb faU a n re 9-11-0 - R Sanp - 

5 MV BALASAJi SSffJF^ (NiarOT MWPJ ««---- « 

6 «V2 LETS RUMBLE 21 S) (HIPare) R Amer 6-11-0- * f 98 

7 QD3121- ST MaUON FMNmr244 (G.S1 (? Meta Edfas) D fefaii 6-11-0 A l tajpdrB - 


7 WB121- ST'fiauarSBWiY^ rasl'O Me*m Efatort'owijlwi 6-11-0 A ItaMre - 

8 246342/ THE WESTS ASLEEP 612 (R Sptart J FBbfrlfafa 10-11-0-- B Fafan - 

BETTK8:5^ BetVs Boy. 3-1 Batasn. 4-19 MaBno Ftonoy. 8-1 las ftanbto.Stoatel ted. 25-1 The Wes's 
Asleep. 33-1 o>ai 

1994:» C0RRESP0NDM8 RACE 

FORM FO CUS 

BETTYS BOY fanto Orenyite IMt to grade I An 
Worcester Nmtas' Ctese (far 71 flood to Sm). 

SlVBWmr LAD 61 fad to Etetnne to nntoa 
chase to Cbefenham (2m «110yd. gocfi /m*: 
mala start BALASAM stteW»dfad. *»^d 




2.00 HBLB MARES ONLY CHRISTMAS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3.464: 2m 31 110yd) (10 Miners) 

1 2PP2Q3- SENDAI 266 (F.&5) (Ms M Tutneii) J Ettod 9-124) .P tftfe 95 

2 11110-6 MARKER'S AR 13 (&S| (Mrs P Bates) J Spang 8-11-11_ 0 Gtofedw 96 

3 450P22- (WOOCAVBWY 222 10^ Ms W Mortil M WBoote 7-10-13 R OUMoody 91 


4 2P-3160 -IAU0H 14 (D/.&S) (0 Hicad) C Wttm M0-10 . .. D Stow (5) 97 

5 13022-0 DAKOTA GIRL 23 (&5) (Or J L401 G Batons 4-10-7 . . . A P McCoy 90 

6 013-442 TWICE A MGHT 15 (F) (U n me Mtefl 0 todiolsan 6-10-7 .. A Ifeuteu 98 

7 IY5515-3 IMA DEUOiT 24 (5) (fes P 9yl Ms P SN 8-10-4... R Marty ffl 

8 3022-02 SOPHIE MAY 21 (S) U Daafc) G L Uose 4-10-1 ..._J Osborn TO 

9 IVD02D-4 MISS 06KM 19 |M Forester) R BuJder 6-KH).B Pom 95 

10 11)121 PREBKA GIRL 9 |F.G^) |U Pipe Rating Di*1 M Pipe 6-10-0 (6e>) D Bndgvma 97 

Long tanicjfr kfes Otein 9-9. Presto Gal 98 

BETTW& 7-2 T«ca A Wgta. 4-i Puerto Gm. 5-1 Smtar. 6-1 kn Del to*. 6-1 SoptM Itay. MunTs Air. ID-1 
Knodaveny i2-i otfws 

1994: BA0RAKHAM 8-106 R DunMoody (6-1) C fasti 7 m 

FORM FOCUS 


MARINER'S AR best atari beat VasiUrv a r 7- 
ruuE) laabop htetfla to NnM ngha n i (2m. good) 
oereifenae start tad season KN0CKAVERRY II 
fad oi 17 to Htrey Con In harefato terdta to 
Wmeste (3m. oaod). JAIMDH best recent eM 
beto Hold Yatf Mi head in 15-rune> hanrfiap 
ludle to Newun Abbot (2m S. soB) IWKE A 
MBHT heed fad to 9 to Pfcnder Bay in hsvfeap 
ludle to letoetoer (far 41110yd. grud to saQ 


MA DBJEHT 2741 3rd o(12 to Dme For Flutter 
in havfcca} tirtfie to Worcester (far <1 soli). 
SOPHIE MAY 51 fad ol 7 to fata in Imdiop 
ludle to WtodsaOn. good toad) MJSSDtSKR 
21V5M01 ol 15 to SuctJuse Boy Innow ce ludle 
to TowcaStB (2m 5L good to sotaf PREENXA GRL 
beat EnwpaMeada 1 )vl in 9-nairw tendicap hurdto 
to Fotasiona (2m 6f 110yd, good). 

Setectton. PfiSflCA G«. 


2.30 BRANDY BUTTER CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.262. 2m 110yd) (11 runners) 


12V13T EL VOLADOR 12F 

_ 014MS NORTHERN VB1AI______ _... _ 

3 222121 MOST EQUAL 21 (D.FS) (H KapaSn) U Pipe 5-11-12_ 0 Banns U) ® 

4 1/5 iUUASOARXMVAOgl 82 lG) (A Horae) A Mom 5-11-12 M Bachelor |7) 80 

5 1222-33 NORDANSK 33 IDJF.F.S) (5 KregM) M Madgre* 6-11-10 . B Fteton 90 

G 5/213A ELBIIRG 23 (Y.S) (Mrs A Gartte! R Hoad 5-11-8-. . S Curran 84 

7 10- AJDAR 231F (D,G| (Mr S Can) Mrts G Mewy 4-11-1_L Reynolds (4) 85 

B 105&5P- ffi-TEGRTIV 397 (D5) (T Croson) Mrs P Sly 6-10-11- P UcLoughfa - 

9 6U0O-5O TKKEH1TS GIT d (V.») (K Hgsar) G L Mom 5-10-10. . M ASwate (4) 93 

10 1-60062 KiatOLD 7 (!LBF£1 a Be^nj M Aten 5-104)_ U KeOv (4j 97 

11 OO-OPPF TFC B1ZZ0 16 (J Psml) J Pawn 4-10-0.. _ 6 Hogan - 

Lena hamfcap: toremld 9-10, Ihe Sam 8-1 

BETTHG: 5-2 Musi Equal. 3-1 NontaRto. 8-1 Northern Vlfeye, 3-1 £J Votarte EKug. Her. 10-1 Jiias- 
daUnader. 16-1 otoea 

1994: NAMASTE 6-11-10 On Wtoto (V* t») R Hoad 5 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


MOST EQUAL 71 pFS) (H Kapahn] U 
iUUASDARXMVAOei 62 (G) (A Urxoe) I 
NORDANSK 33 IDJF.F.S) [0 KregM) U I 


JJV (A Ptuu) fl CfSuSSvan 6-12-0 .... A Procter - 
30 (CJ.6) Ms H Oatoo) S Do* B-il-U R EMa (7) Eg 

FS (H Kapatanj U Pipe 5-11-17_ 0 Brauns U) ® 

82 161 (A Uoroe) A Mom 5-11-12 M Bachelor |7) 80 
.F.S) [0 KregM) U UadgncK 6-11-10 __B Fenton TO 


EL V0LAD0R besl ftol beto Moretiy Club 61 in 
tendicap hunfle to (Ytoantoo (far. good to in) 
Ocktoer 1993. MOST EQUAL beto Safeaaig 41 m 
10-fieeu conBtonto jodoys bauScap luifle to 
lemste (2m. good to soft). NORDANSK 15MI 
3rd of 8 to Ctobaie to fanicap hurtfle to Trwcwter 
{2m. good » Dm) BLBURG best eflorl beal Wafa- 


aigton Hetefc 1)51 In 14-rmu nonce Made to 
(Was te (in 110yd, good) AJOAfl heal Cad Me 
Alia 41 n 6-naner juyenle hudla to Ftoentam 
<fai good) dtoad bto season. ISVBtOLD 71 2nd 
ol 11 u Hatohome Gtan to sdUnfl tanduap hurtfle 
to Tncete (2m. ssB). 

Setodkar NEVSKLD 


3.00 PORT A STILTON NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,4%: 2m) (B ninners) 


J WMe 6-12-0-P Mdretfifa - 

s 7-124) (Bod .J Osborne 92 

me) MBs C Carte 9-11-13 D Utow 97 
irelgra 6-11-5.._ ... JR Kevanagh ffl 
D Gapdodo 6-11-3 .. . R Dunroody - 

tadgrtc* 6-10-13._ B Fenton (51 95 

Ian P Bote 8-10-4.. . G Kogan (31 B8 
ate 6-1041... B PlNHfl Si 

Lang harefc^K Preilres Woods 9-7. 

BETTWG: 2-1 Fhw Lano. 7-2 Rme. 5-1 Mate's la*. 11-2 Aefan 6-1 Stage Ptayw. 10-1 otoen 
1994: NO CORRESPOtllitG RACE 


1 121453- 

2 PO-S431 

3 2F27554- 

4 F5-36F4 

5 40CF12U 

6 506ffM 

7 64F546- 

8 P/P-355 




FORM FOCUS 



fat to 7 to Mediator ro condtoonaJ jeeieys nomx hmfleap Madto a E«e- 
(2m4L firm) FIERCE te (2m 2L good to sofl) POUCEtAANS PWDE 
fas ohm to Soufnatol 26MI 3rd ol 7 to Candts Kmn h nswee ctoa to 
atari 121 fad ol 6 to Footed (2m 3L good to soft) PRECIOUS W0N- 
Unaton (2m. good to DER 15#l 5to ol 7 to Is Om Noe in cradBonal 
WOt a ale* to 3rd tocirvs ha ndicap c hase to Fotetoona (2m, good) 
to HldMoan C*oUar In Stoaahat FIERCE 


WOE a fete to 3rd 
to HigMmn Cavaltor In 


3.30 HOLLY & IVY MAIDEN OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 

(£1.371: 2m 110yd) (19 rumets) 

J B RFTY TWO Ms C Zeon-Werbl L HWs 4-11-4. .. Par Hobbs - 

2 4 CHARUE PARROT 47 Ms A Farm) M Pipe 5-11-4- D Bridgwater - 

3 0 EQUESTOAMSM 16 (J ftetr) J Peace 4-11-4. J MetaugOfe - 

4 FERRERS g Bui) IK P Sy 4-11-4- - R Matey - 

5 aVTC FCDLB1 <11 Roberts) M Ratals 4-11-4 8 Hogan (3) - 

6 6 RYWG GUWCR 43 fl Green) D MOUsan 4-11-4-— .. D0UB1TUL - 

7 00- FRAZB1 NASH 230 Ms R Legos) A tens 4-11-4. S Oann B) - 

8 MANKIND (J Fenton) N TwMovOsfas 4-11-4- C Uawfayo - 

9 MASTB1 FSJPSUl (M Potted) Ms J RaWta-Sams 8 -11-4-R Gram - 

10 2 MISTER MOROSE S Ms J Mold) N TfatooMteies 5-11-4. . D Watt (5) - 

11 0 MY SON TOM 82 [Presage fee** Lfaragemera Ltd) J long 6-11-4 B Fenton (Sj - 

13 6 PHAR FROM RJWiY 7 (Mrs E Harare*) 6 Batteg 4-11-4. A P McCoy - 

13 51WWS TEL (T NtoflM Pgre 5-11-4--—.— J Unar - 

14 0 SUTHBUATO MOSS 50 (Ms C Srato) D Mcboison 4-11-4- A Uagafra - 

15 60 OEAROS 5MBSHB1 1-4 Qutes G Lest) N Smdh 6-10-13- Mr M Rotate - 

16 0- EU G££ 299 Ms P Towns ay) Us P To*nstay 5-10-13 Uo Lucy Towisinr - 

17 MUES PRMCESS a Htert Ifis B Sanders 4-10-13. 8 Ryan (7) - 

18 RtSHCTS LASS fl aSUSur) n OfaUhao 5-10-13 - D OSrMnn - 

19 THE SWJ4G GH8. (P Jones) P Jraes 5-10-13... D Lately - 

BEmNG: 3-1 Uttr Moran. 4-1 <3xrte Pam 5-1 Storng Tel Sttoutesd Moss, 7-1 Uaddrel 10-1 Master 
HopeUl 12-1 RBtog^ Las. 16-1 olheis 

1994: NO CORRESPOMMG RACE 

FORM FOCUS 

Igttiridge pm. ariX SUTFBLAM3 MCBS 141 Tffi oM6 to 
wton Cm. Casfle Swap to ItatkmM Had Ffe sea to Nmavi 
nd ot IS to Abbot (fatTl good to art). DEARDS SUASHH 

to Bargn 3718ft ol 13 to 51 Uedon Drive In Ntotonal Hud 
291 69i to Ftal race to N offinTO am (2m. good to sod). 
TowariH Satacta UBmMOROSE 



COURSE SPECIALISTS 




TRAINERS 

C Weedon 
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R Abtoust 
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11 

37 
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8 

20 

40.0 
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18 
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25 
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18 
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94 

40 
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| O’Neill fined £400 by Hexham stewards 



FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

0 39 1-1 63-1 68 

-(if-ro p r tni r-fr 



m 


UTTOXETER10) 201 
KELSO 102 202 
LINGFIELD 103 203 


..* '-'S’v " 

*>• -• -v T"i 


JONJO 0*NErLL the trainer, was fined £400 
and jockey Alan Roche suspended for seven 
days (December 29-30 and January 1-5 inclu¬ 
sive) for schooling and conditioning Princess 
Maxine in public at Hexham yesterday. The 
mare stayed on from the rear to finish fifth in 
the Northern Electric Charity Challenge Series 
Novices' Hurdle. 

Roche told the stewards that his instructions 
had been to drop the mare out in the early 


stages to ensure that she got the trip. O’Neill 
said he was satisfied with Roche’s riding, 
adding that Princess Maxine had been 
difficult to train because of leg trouble and that 
she had been blowing hard after the race. 

“Pm very disappointed. I think this must be 
a joke.” O’Neill said. a It looked bad on the film 
but the horse wasn't sure to stay and we were 
trying to get the trip. It was a bad race and the 
owner backed the horse." 


YESTERDAY’S 1 


Ludlow 

Going: good 

12.45 (far SI 110yd txfle) 1. KREEF (G 
Done. 10-1): 2. Bauyben (R Massey. 5-2 
favl. 3. Dragonm ls t (S Curan 16 - 1 ), 4. 
Damcada (D Leahy. 10 - 1 ). ALSO RAN. B 
Commenchefo (do). 10 Its Grand. 1? 
Precious Juki (6thl. 14 Boog» Bapper. 
Forcng Two. Hong Kong Designer. 16 
Pemaan. 20 Qucv. Decfcwn. 25 Sryfikh Blake 
(pul. 66 H*ppy Deal <pu). Horsetrader. 
Flatter Knight (5tb). 16 ran Aft. 151 1M1. 21. 
l tel R Cures al Epsom. Tele- EG 80. Cl.BO. 
Cl.70. Cl.10. £3.90. OF: C12.70. Tito- 
£83 JO. CSF £31.87. Tncasr £366 09. 
Bought in 5.000gns. 

1.16 (3m ch) 1. NtCKLUP (AThomtJO. 3-1); 
2. Alice Smith (W Mcf retard. 7-2). 3. Victory 
Arnhem (0 Femon. 10-1) ALSO RAN. 134 
lav Mutual True da). 13-2 Petty Bridge (pul, 
12 Opals Terspoi t4th), 33 Foxaoue \pu). 7 
ran. NR Coasting Nk. 51. 51 T Forster al 
Wantage Tote: £3.30 £130. Cl 90 DF. 
Cl0.80 CSF £13.69. TraasC £84.47. 

1.45 (far 51110yd hde-) 1. CAOJN GLAS (0 
Froegan, 9-51: 2. Gotdenswff! (A P McCoy, 

7- 4 fart. 3. Koo's Promieo IT Dascombe. 
14-1). ALSO RAN: 3 Meneteue (4thj. 11 
Choice Bar (5th), 15 Outoag. Stormy Petrel. 
33 CecUwen. 100 Hoi Dog (pu). Jaunty 
June. Kef/c Fttfe |pu). Mnture Melody 
(8th). Muscat Vocation 13 ran 3. 251. 3if, 
20, 2tol N Ounce a Lamboun Tote. 
C72tt 7220. Cl 50. C3 00 DF £7 00. Tito 
Cl 4 90 CSF -£11.85 

2.15 (2m ch) 1. HAVE A NIGHTCAP y F 
Ttoey. 14-1). 2. The Caunvue (A P McCoy, 
6-4 tart: 3, Rww En Roae (J R Kawanagh. 
621 ALSORAAt8Menatooutthehou8e(«Sil. 
10 Royal Pnrs. 14 Pusey Street Boy (pu). 

ftr (0. Where's Wife (5m), 20 
Darte's Defignt. 33 Hugta Danteta (pu). 50 Al 
Steel (pu). 66 Boro Mil (Gthl Most 
Interesting. Ofrrer Ducken (pu). 14 ran. I til 
9. 141. nk. 3H. N Uttmocton at VYotver- 
hamptor. Tote E22.B0; E4 00. Cl.80. £230 
□F. £1740 Tna C28 90 CSF- £3265 
245 (fai 4f ch) 1. MWE-S AN ACE (R , 
Greene. 7-2). 2 Powder Boy (H Dunwoody. 

9- 1). 3. Gofcten Mac^a wbo (J Lodder, 2-1 
lav). ALSO RAN 11-2 E«-Avwy (Gth). 7 
Rupples (5th), 8 Lucky Apart (ur). 10 Master i 
By) (pu), 33 Mor*a Jay (41ti). 8 ran NR- 
BaSad fluter. 2»J. 2H 1MI. 13. 91 Mra J 
Ftentrae-BaronsreStoctoldQe Tale: £5 20. 
£210. C1S0. £120. OF. £2190 Trto: 
£29 70- CSF E31 14. Trtcafa £71.15 

3.15 Cm Vwfle) V YOUR WSK U Osborne. 
61). 2. Royal Sthrw (A P McCoy. 20-1). 3. 
S9ver Shred (D fadmater. 65 tov) ALSO 
RAN: 11-2 Succotash (pu). 13-2 mnberg. 

14 JmmvKiade («h). 16 Alpha Learner. 
Dwtore. 20 Fetrtepar (Srfil. 33 Hydemfc 
(5th). 50 Boctoiogue. C6 Mlo B at. IX 
Colwall. Cool Msrxir. 14 ran m 8L 5L 

15 S Christian a kinnrestey. Tote C770; 
£150. £450. £1.10. DF £10450 Too- 
£26CSF £107 J8. 

Jackpot not won (pool of £20,966.78 
canted forward to Lttoxeter today). 
Ptacapoc £7JO. Ouadpoc £320. 

Hexham 

Going: good (good to salt in places) 

1230 (2m hcBe) 1. DLB4E OF PERTH (P 
Carbary, I DO-30 lay): Z Lord Rufiah (A S 
Smith. 10-1). 3. Sayraf Dancer (M Fooer. 

8- 1). ALSO RAN: 9-2 Troy'S Dream. 6 Prin¬ 
cess Maxine (5*i). Top Tan Ipu), 6 General 
Muck. Shrewd Thought (4th). 16 Anastasia 
Windsor, Cheap Knight tout. 20 ApoDo's 
Daugriter (6rii). 25 School Of Soence 12 
ran NR Lothren Commodore, Sunderland 
Echo. SI. 2i. 4L 2)61. hi J Johnson ai Crock 
Tote:£240:E1.30.CS30,£1 » DF:£23S0 
Trto £96 SO CSF £37.79. 

1.00 (fa) hefle) I. CHOPWEa CURTAINS 
(L Wyer. 4-11 tsvi. Z Peep O Day [O Peare. 

10- 1). 3. Cherry Stone (TReed.£0-T) ALSO 
RAN 8 Crankmy. Stena Madrona (6th). 16 
German Legend (5(hj. Grand Entry, 20Avo- 
what, 25 BicMay Fouriain. 33 Just For Me 
Ipu). Kenmare Rnret. Potateal AAsslle (pu). 50 
Another Gki (pu), Mamtoa (4th), Polar Gale 
ipu). RandomKng (pu). Robera. 17 ten NR-. 
Sow AccounL Cartey Lad. DBons Bndgo, 
Karak. RascaCy 2tot. 131. a, 2H 2toL MH 
Easterty at Mahon Tote: £140. £190. 

£2 GO, £620 DF: £7^0. Trto- £27 10. CSF; 
£798. 

130 (fa) 41 110yd chi 1. BEAUCHAMP 
GRACE M K Whelan. 8-1). 2 Chief Raldar 
(A S Srnim 7-1). 3, Sofee (B Storey. 9-1) 
ALSO RAN- 10-11 (aw Eartymorrann Ugnt 
(4th). 8 Sd9y Cay (f). 9 Moreof AGumer 
feu). 12 Mr Fijdgo (t). 20 Chto Wind (pu). 
Gortnemona (pu). Master Of Troy (5th). 33 
Sagreo Be*e (ah). 100 Excise Men (jpu) 12 
i ran Nfl- Chotety. Commandeer. Devivy. 
2U. nk. 111. ffl, datesS Bramal at 
TMrek. Tote £1050: £290. £290. £150. 
DF: £30.60 Trto- Cl 73 00. CSF £6435 
200 (3m hde) 1. NEW CHARGES (B 
Grattan. 5-1). Z MMa chaM B Lad <E Hub- 
band. 10-1): 3. Sand King fF Leahy. 20-1). 
ALSO RAN- 7-2 lav Deehmre (Gth). * Aurora 
Lad. H-2 The Lauctang Lord (4th). 6 High 
Penhoae. 8Ton7sF»»g5 (5m>. 12 Abbey 
Lamp (su), 14 Haughton Lad. 20 Rare 
Paddy. Thersis. 25 Utoakav (pu). 13 ran NR. 
Qreto Boy. GoUmlre 41. 3t, II. 20. Iht P 
Beaumori al firan^by Tote' £630: £T 40, 
£320. £420 DF: t36S0. Tno. £15480. 
CSF:£5231 Tricaffi£89*.84 Noted. 

230 (3m II ch) 1. EA88Y JOKER (P Nhran. 

11- 10 Brt;2.LipyMtoslrB((DPari«f. NMta 
2 Tudor Fallow (A S Sn*h. 9-2) ALSO 
RAN: 7-2 Maflc Ran (pu). 10 Gala Water 
Krii). Hxonduave (4th). 16 Gunmetal Boy. 
kl Potto Man (Slh) 8 ran. NR Golden 
Fiddle, Irisfl Gent Jendee, Marchwood, 
Nrria. SI. 5L 13. 71. 9. S KeUeoei a 
Mtottaham Tote £210; £1 SO. £130. 
£210 DF. £830. Trto: £4760 CSF.C13.il. 
Tricast £3783 

200 (2m hde) 1. RACHAEL'S OWEN (L 
Wyer. 5-4 lav). 2. Eriny (M Oeyar. 7-2): 3. 
Scabs (R Davts. 5-2). Also RAN: 10 Mrs 
Janteylod (pu). 14 Sastea s Here (T). 5 ran. 

NR. Another Fcxitati. Innocent George 1L 
1I.T DyeratlnvemmwlB To®:£1 70; £1 TO. 
£210 DF-£240. CSF £SG9. 

230 pm teO j. RIVER NTTH (F Penafl, 
20-1): 2. Ufe hteteene (R Bums. 12-1): 3. 
TuHymurry Tori (M Dwyar, 7-4 tart ALSO 
RAN- 2 the Stitcher (4to). 6 Bowlands 
Cornoy. 12 Nauritos The Thud (fth), 14 
Mooso n s Express. 20 Rasta. 25 Chato Line. 

33 Dkfcty Rymer, My Mtosfa. S«ver Penny 
(5th). Tartan Ml 13 ran NR Cortfeu S. sh 
hd. Vi. 1W. 31 L Liroo a Camjtfwsssnin. 
Tote. £2520. C1030. E570. £180. DF; 

OI. 40 Trio:£109® CSF £22459 

Plaeepot £46.40. . Qusdpot £17.00 


Kelso falls to frost as weather 
threatens holiday meetings 


THE meeting at Kelso today 
became the latest victim of the 
weather when it was called off 
yesterday because of frost But 
hopes are high that Lingfield 
and Uttoxeter will survive. 

After a 3.30 inspection of the 
Kelso track, Johnny Fenwick- 
Clenneil, the clerk of the 
course, said: “It was frozen 
solid. Believe it or not. we had 
no problem at seven o’clock 
this morning, but things have 
got worse through the day. 

“The forecast is for minus 
four to minus six degrees and 
with raring scheduled to start 
at 1220 we have no chance of 
going ahead." 

Seven full meetings have 
now been lost to the weather 
this National Hunt season. 

Uttoxeter clerk of the course 
David McAllister is “cautious¬ 
ly optimistic" that today’s 
meeting will go ahead. “We 
had half an inch of rain last 
night and the forecast is a 
mixed bag." he said. 

Prospects look brighter at 
Lingfield. “We have no prob¬ 
lems at the moment," a course 
spokeswoman said. The fore¬ 
cast is for snow tomorrow 
morning but it isn't cold 
enough for snow at the mo¬ 
ment and we have got our 
fingers crossed." 

The cold snap is already 
threatening next week’s fix¬ 
tures. Ayr. which is due to race 
on Besting Day, and Edin¬ 
burgh, which has a meeting 
planned for the following day, 
were both frozen yesterday. 

Ayr’s manager Mark Ker¬ 
shaw said: “We have had quite 


a lot of frost and look set for a 
severe frost tonight No in¬ 
spections are arranged yet but 
we will be making plans as we 
get nearer the weekend." 

The ground is also frozen in 
places at Carlisle, where they 
are due to race next Thursday. 

Frost jeopardised yester¬ 
day’s meeting at Hexham, 
which was given the go-ahead 
just 30 minutes before the first 
race despite protests from 
some trainers and jockeys. 

After walking the course 
officials passed the course fit 
for raring, although one hur¬ 
dle and one fence were omit¬ 
ted. But a total of 20 horses 
were withdrawn, and jockey 
Peter Niven said: “The ground 
is frozen and I dont think it’s 
safe at all." 

Ironically, Niven went on to 
partner Steve Kettlewell's 
Easby Joker to a comfortable 



Niven: reservations 


success in the Santa Claus 
Handicap Chase. 

“Like everyone else I was 
concerned about the ground 
and went to withdraw the 
horse 35 minutes before the 
race." Kettlewell said. “Bui I 
derided to have another look 
and ran across to the open 
ditch. It seemed all right on 
the outside and I thought it 
was worth letting him run." 

Beauchamp Grace, favour¬ 
ite for the Triumph Hurdle 
two years ago. won for the first 
time over fences when fending 
off Chief Raider in the Roast 
Turkey Novices’ Chase. 

After moving into second 
down the back straight the 11- 
10 on favourite, Eariymoming 
Light, faded tamely into 
fourth. Beauchamp Grace, a 
big-money purchase out of 
David Nicholson’s yard, is a 
half-sister to group Flat race 
winner Beauchamp Hero. 

This will have increased 
her value and she deserved 
this as she was unlucky sev¬ 
eral times last season," Joe 
OGorman, assistant to train¬ 
er Sue BramaU, said. 

Lorcan Wyer suffered mixed 
fortunes. He rode a double on 
Chopwell Curtains and Rach¬ 
ael’s Own. but received a two- 
day ban (December 29-30) for 
misuse of the whip on the 
latter. 

Jockey Stephen Haworth 
was taken to the Drybum 
Hospital in Durham for X- 
rays to his shoulder after a fall 
from Abbey Lamp in the 
Mistletoe Conditional Jockeys’ 
Selling Handicap Hurdle. 


THUNDERER 

12.40 Three PhOosophefs. 1.10 Tamandu. 1.40 
Albert Blake. 2.10 Jackson Hint 2.40 Elflaa. 3.10 
Honest Word. 3.40 Children's Choice. 

The Times Private Hancficapper's top rating: 

2.40 THORNTON GATE. 

GOING: GOOD TO FIRM {GOOD IN PLACES) _ SIS 

12.40 EUROPEAN BRB3ERS FUND NATIONAL 

HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(Qualifier £2.589:2m 41110yd) (15 ruin ere) 

ittl 44-1 I9GHLEAF8E2D(5)OShsMxto5-11-10.... MrAHtawy 94 

102 3-1U THREE ftfLDSQPHBtS 22 (BF,G)T Foote 6-11-5 J Ratal 92 

103 0-26 AH TKERE YOU ABE 33 (BFIKIbfc) 6-11-0. WMcFateto - 

104 CAMDEN WAYMWMnson>71-0_GSrarfey - 

105 04) DANCW6 RAN68124 Ms S Wtten 4-11-0.1 Btf - 

106 04) HARRY BOY 14 Ms JPtoran 6-114)_WMvtoon - 

107 OP MQNS1BJRSTOCKS21 RStangt5-u-O-RSdooge - 

108 M0UWTAH PATH NHmtesn 5-11-0_ NAFtttoaB- 

168 00-3 RELUCKN0 33 CBraad 5-114) _R final 83 

ttO 42 STHLMOSS29CBawU6-11-0_SOflcrt- 

111 THE GO AWUJTFoto 5-11-0_Altaian — 

112 2 TRAIL BOSS20Mss HKatfi 4-114)_ JFTtaw® 

113 0 VEEAAR17 A Barite 4-114__ S Bramtai - 

114 4 WH0AMM4fl«BO5-11-0. RJOhreaiPJ 87 

115 0-P LADY USH SHERffF 24 T Faster 5-10-9-TJerts - 

3-T tty LteM. 4-1 Ttac POtostaas. 5-1 Tori Boss. 7-1 Al> Ihn You Arc. 
Who Am L 8-1 Mrufen Path. 10-1 fay Bw. 12-1 otten. 

1.10 BURTON ALBION FOOTBALL CLUB KAfffiS 
ONLY NOVICES SELLING HURDLE (1.886:2m) (15) 

201 2104 SAJON MAGIC 42 (F.S) J Band 5-11-6 Sophie Mtehd fl) BS 

202 0-1B TAMANDU20 (D.G) C Junes5-11-8 - (Lawrence 82 

203 5-50 ALBHt 22 REWS 5-11-0---Mr P So* (7) 93 

204 0 CELTIC CBUDH15 Ms U tatty 4-114)-R Hodge - 

2(6 OM fflWPOR 24 A Carroll 4-114)---0 Batty Eg 

206 3532 ELUSNESTAR41 JWhte 5-114)-UAffigenhl TO 

207 wiFAHM KATE 9FWBrtnura 4-114)—R Massey (5) - 

208 ITS SO EASY 7f A James 4-11-0-S UcM - 

209 LEGATEE 12F A Swew 4-11-0--- T Bey - 

210 00- RBDANCER286HOtoer6-11-0._. faquIOfter 78 

211 RUBY PLUS BSFGOtooytt 4-114).. . .... PITOtayfl) - 

212 +UF6 SABgL S (B) r Saypt S-11^ .„77Tjtota 88 I 

213 09- SWn6H1NE£0«B3B5WC^5-U-0. . G^Leifcp) - ' 

214 000 SHADOW OF STS. 19 R Acne 5-114) -R Stonge - 

215 00- SBTHt B1Y437T ttM 5-11-J.-Gay Lyons - 

3-1 Ektew Star. 9-2 41 Fain Ufa. 5-1 San ta$c. 5-1 Tarandu. 7-1 Cebc ! 
CetWi. 6-1 Chtejn. KM Lr***-12-1 taw 

1 .40 JAYMANS ESTATE AGENCY NOVICES 
HANDICAP CHASE (£2,465 3m 21) (B) 

301 2521 LORD CYLLfita S frofaaw 7-12-0..J Ratal - 

3E 413F TO BUD CLUB 14 flCD/.G} K Briley 7-11-10 W McFafad S) 

303 451- ALBBTT BLAKE 209 i Airiiey B-11-2. ... M Stentol 86 

304 /4F FR8KH MYl£ 21 C U»n W--W fttetal - 

305 -fPQ YES WE ARE B (B) A fens* 9-1041—-S Bmougb 80 

306 35-P WOOOIAMK ^ p P*4=« 71 (H)- R Date B4 

307 H* ISSTB9 JOCHBER6 3® PFS) ** v Pted 9-10-0_„ T Etay 88 

303 f- 62 QAKIE59JN27 (6) I Ferae B-i04l_.AThorrtor 07 

WIheBudCtta.94U)«(irite».4-l«* n S* 6-1 Ones Sui. 14-1 Myr 
HocKno. 25-1 Fundi Myta, 33-1 otfa 


2.10 UREY'S STAFFORDSHIRE HOG NOVICES 
CHASE (£3.615:2m 51) (9) 

401 -1P3 JACKSONFUNT 15 (F) TTtmcon Jones 7-1T-614AFttzgeraU 97 

402 0-15 REX 10 THE RESCUE 36 (F.G)RAfew 7-11-6 .. SUdM IS 
«03 PP- AT IT AGAIN 253 W MctetttoCate 6-11-0 _ WMcFetaad - 

4W IMF BARTON SANTAS (S) 5Bratafto*6-11-0_ JRata - 

405 2P-F G0MG AROUND 21 (Gj>) KBartev 7-11-0 ... WUcFafad - 
«B 0-2 OVER THE CORRIB 40J CUte 5-11-0.AS Stitt 01 

407 540 SEYMOUR SPY Bite A Henta&-M4J_. _.. GBratan 64 

408 TW BRUSH MAN Mbs J Beta 6-11-0.STaytarp) - 

SH 31-3 POPPEA36ff)TF(Kto6-10-9... _Wltam - 

7-4 te To The Rescue. 3-1 Jaefcon FttnC 9-2 Pnppea 6-1 Baton Sato. 9-1 
Sotno Around, Cue The Cento, 33-1 Seymon Spy. 50-1 often. 

2.40 DOUBLE TWO SHIRTS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3.355:2m) (10) 

>2-0.R Strange JM 

Mohr 6-1 MIL wy« ffi 
-11-5 .. MARBgenUd TO 
5-11-4. _ ATtanton 96 
5-1141 R Johnson (3) 97 

--W Menton TO 

m6-10-12 . ASSntfi 96 

10-9-J Ladder 96 

-GayLwtefl) » 

-0.RBafemy - 

2-1 Ttaifen Gate. 9-2 Tetoetn. 5-1 ESa. 11-2 Teen Jar. 6-1 Tfan Sold. 7-1 
SM4 CM. 8-1 Suns. 20-1 atom. 



3.10 ST HOOWEN CHASE 

(Limited handicap: £4.410: 2m) (5) 


601 60-2 BATWA BOY24 (6^1 NHmrfcnai 7-11-7— MARtagerald 94 

602 24F HOttET WORD 13 (uDJ.G^) S Bnxtaw 10-11-1 J Rtten 9 

603 55-3 ONE TOR T« POT 23 (CD/i^ Hi A tedtam 10-10-12 

T Jenks 96 

604 574- SURE METAL 414 (CJ)f.G^) D IfeCrin 12-10-9. 0 MeCtt - 

605 4114 RODEO STAR 13 (BJir.G^INTHtaa 9-10-7.GBrataey 98 

6-4 Roden Ste. 2-1 Korea Wml. 5-2 Barn Boy. 5-1 Ore Fat The PcL S-1 Sire 


3.40 MAN P0VEY SIGNS NOVICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2.358:2m) (10) 

1 SOTO OTIZffl BAND 139 E Aktau 7-11-10...L Wjw - 

2 -362 ROBBtO 18 (JUF) Mnjntman 4-11-9_W Menton 97 

3 0801 TANSSQG |DA MMeagher4-11-6 (te)-DByim B7 

4 6-P4 BElSOHinN URD 2) DGnWto 5-11-4 RFanara TO 

5 P-21 BUCKLEY BOYS 9FfG) A BeEwVU-0-T tea W 

6 P4-0 CHLDRDTSCHOKE 24 P Ue&Tte 4-10-9..PHofey TO 

7 706 MASTER MURPHY 15 C teed 6-10-0- SMdMTO 

8 II F- PH0EW000HCKER236RPrtoe8-10-0.. R Johnson pi - 

9 300P CAFTAWSTOCWOO33PWegnten8-104).. GeryLyrm - 

10 56 HSH GROOM 13 A Sreeter B-10-0-T Bey 81 

5-2 BteriOttn M, 11-4 Rgfaern, 3-1 Tanseeq. 7-2 Buddsy Boys. 1M Mtate 
Muphy. QUbi B«d. 14-1 Irish Groom, 20-1 etMO. 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRAnetS: C Urn. S tenners (ran 14 nun. 357*. N Hantaan. 

7 tan 23. 30.4%, 0 Shnonl. 16 hm 54.29 6%: S Bnnkstaae. 5 
(rom 18.27.8%; K Baby. 24 tom 87.27.8%. 

JOCKEYS: S McNs», II ttnera (ram 49 rides, 224%, G Bradn 8 
bora 38. 21.1%. A S Sntt. 5 tan 25. 20%. J Ralten. B hoar 56 
143%; fl Joiwson, 4 tom Z8L14 3%; P Byrne, 3 ban 22.13.R 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Ungfiald Parte 1.30 Savertort Lai. 230 
Etourg Utbwster 1 40 Yes Wa Are. 
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‘Exclusive club’ must be broken up 


THE TIMES THURSDAY DECEMBER-210995 


Bacher has vision 


of cricket as a 


truly global game 


From Aian Lee. cricket correspondent, in Pietermaritzburg 


THE cosy, dosed circle of 
international cricket is faring 
a challenge from within. Ali 
Bacher. directing his vision 
outside the new South AErica 
he helped to create, has a long¬ 
term plan to double the 
number of Test-playing na¬ 
tions and create genuinely 
global competition. If sense 
prevails, the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) will 
endorse his ideas and per¬ 
suade him to pur them into 
practice. 

Bacher is the most dynamic, 
innovative administrator in 
world cricket. His daily rou¬ 
tine. beginning with a 6am jog 
and entailing a bewildering 
number of telephone calls and- 
meetings, is exhausting even 
to contemplate. 

He says he does not seek an 
international role because 
there is more work for him to 
do within South Africa. But, if 
cricket wants to maintain and 
improve its position in the 
sport and entertainment mar¬ 
ket. it needs Bacher as the 
driving force. 

This week, he outlined to 
The Times the radical propos¬ 
al that he intends to pursue at 
ICC level, addressing the 
problem of the game's, confine¬ 
ments at top fevel by the 
creation of an extensive, lull- 
time development staff. “The 
question is whether you can 
change the history of the game 
that has been determined and 
created by only a few coun¬ 
tries," he said. "People will say 
you cant, but I don't believe 
that, nor will I accept it The 
game must expand. 

“International cricket re¬ 
volves around only six coun¬ 
tries. It is far too limited. The 
focus is on these six all the 
time and all that is happening . 
is that they are playing each 
other more and more regular¬ 
ly. This is not spreading the 
gospel of cricket, it is establish¬ 
ing an exclusive dub. . , 

“David Richards (the ICC' 
chief executive! is a very able 
man and he is right to talk of 
an ambition for a global 
cricket scene. That is the 
ultimate. But the priority. . 
which must be in the interests 
of all. is for the ICC to assist in 
further advancing the game in 
Sri Lanka. Zimbabwe and 
even New Zealand. Although 
they are full Test nations, they 
are behind the other six. 


"We then need to identify 
which of the associate-mem¬ 
ber countries, if given a big 
push l?y the ICC. can reach the 
level required to play Test 
cricket. And they must be 
helped all the way. Can you 
imagine the benefit to the 
game, in so many ways, if 
there were, say, 16 countries 
playing Test cricket within ten 
years? 

“It would then be feasible to 
have a Test league, possibly in 
two divisions and with die 
fixtures bring organised cen¬ 
trally. This would establish. 



Bacher most dynamic and 
innovative administrator 


Unarguabfy, who is the stron¬ 
gest side in the world at any 
point, creating new interest 
and new marketing potential 
quite beyond us at the 
moment" 

Bacher nominated Kenya 
and Bangladesh as two coun¬ 
tries with the scope to respond 
to his call. "Kenya made a 
three-week tour to South Afri¬ 
ca in September. I went to 
watch them and felt they had 
five players in their side with 
the potential to become Test 
cricketers. 

"In the past they have relied 
on their Asian population, but 
black Africans are now play¬ 
ing the game widely. They 
have the culture to progress in 
the game, and I believe the 
same applies to Bangladesh. 

"What we need is a master 
plan. The ICC should set 
targets and then vigorously 
drive the plan to its 
conclusion. 

“It might take 20 years, that 
doesn't matter, but l would 
genuinely hope that, within 


Council pulls plug 
on premier event 


By Craig Lord 


THE Edinburgh Internation¬ 
al swimming event has been 
cancelled because of a short¬ 
age of money, leaving a glar¬ 
ing gap in the domestic 
competition calendar at 
Easter. Budgetary constraints 
have forced Edinburgh Dis¬ 
trict Council to stop funding 
the most prestigious interna¬ 
tional meeting in Britain, 
which has featured IS Olym¬ 
pic and world champions over 
the past eight years. Records 
set at the event have been 
among the fastest times re¬ 
corded in Britain. 

The Labour-controlled 
council has spent about 
£40.000 on the meeting • in 
each of the past eight years. 
The decision to cancel was 
taken earlier this month, ten 
days after the deadline by 
which all changes to the 
European Swimming League 
(LEN) calendar should have 
been registered. 

An LEN spokesman said 
that a fine of about £2.000 

lifnw 


would only be imposed if there 


were- complaints about the 
cancellation. A spokesman for 
the event organising commit¬ 
tee expressed disappointment 
at the derision and at the 
failure of British swimming to 
provide official support for its 
premier events. 

The value of having our top 
swimmers compete against 
the best in the world at home 
cannot be understated. That 
was the whole aim of the 
event and there is no other 
competition that does that job 
in Britain. We've had a lot of 
inquiries from veiy disap¬ 
pointed swimmers." he said. 

The decision comes at a time 
when the Scottish Sports 
Council is collaborating with 
local councils to install coach¬ 
es, on a 00,000-a-year salaiy. 
at Scotland’s three "main 
swimming centres. So far, 
only one city. Aberdeen, has 
made an appointment. 
Alistair Johnson, a young 
assistant coach, from Stock- 
port. has doubled his salary 
with the move north. 
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five years of installing such a 
plan, we could have three 
more Test-playing countries." • 

Bacher wifi put his propos¬ 
als to the ICC next summer 
and they would do well to 
listen for he has thought them 
through with logic. The dev¬ 
elopment team 1 envisage* 
would not only involve cricket 
coaches, it would need a 
business plan," he said. 

"A number of highly-quali¬ 
fied professional people are 
required to assist in the identi¬ 
fied countries and this would 
naturally need substantial 
funding. But the money can 
readily be made available. The 
World Cup profits now are 
huge and a proportion ought 
to be set aside. 

Then, maybe half a per 
cent of Test revenue attracted 
by those top six countries 
should be channelled into 
development because ulti¬ 
mately it is in the interests of 
(hose countries as much as 
anyone else." 

Bacher suggested that 
A-team tours, which at the 
moment are kept within the 
Test-playing clique, should 
venture farther afield, under 
direction from the ICC, and 
that the Under-19 World Cup, 
next due to be staged in South 
Africa in 1998, should embrace 
16 countries. 

“We pay lip service to the 
associate members. Their 
cricket is undeveloped and 
nothing tangible is being 
achieved to advance it,” he 
said. 

Bacher is keen to stress that 
he is in no way criticising 
either Richards or the present 
ICC chairman. Clyde Walcott, 
of whom he is “a terrific 
admirer". Walcott, who has 18 
months of his appointment to 
run, has. according to Bacher, 
"brought east and west closer 
together than they have ever 
been and established the sub¬ 
continent as important players 
in world cricket, as they ought 
to be". 

But Richards, alone in his 
ivory tower at Lord's, and 
Walcott, in his roving role of 
diplomacy, form an utterly 
inadequate team to represent 
cricket in the competitive field 
of international sport. Bacher 
knows h. What is more, he is 
the man to do something 
about it. if only he can be 
persuaded. 
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Nic Pothas hits Richard Illingworth for six on his way to 141 not out in. Pietennaritzbarg yesterday. Report page 48 


England A forfeit unbeaten record 


By Our Sports Staff 


ENGLAND A surrendered 
their unbeaten record in 
Shekhupura yesterday when 
they were beaten by 133 runs 
by Pakistan A in the third one- 
day international, which was 
also the final game of what 
has been a highly successful 
tour. 

Sajid Shah, a fast bowler, 
took six for 43 as England A 
were dismissed for 115 in reply 
to the Pakistan side's 40-over 
score of 248 for five. Yet defeat 
removed only a little of the 
gloss from a tour in which the 
international series was won 
1-0 and the one-day series 2-1. 

Despite being down to II fit 
players, after an injury to 
Jason Pooley — the cricket 
manager, John Emburey, was 
on duty as twelfth man — the 
Engfend team bad been opti¬ 
mistic of success. But. for once. 


the bowlers did not rise to the 
challenge. There was a glim¬ 
mer of hope when Ed Giddins 
reduced the home side to 53 for 
two, but die third-wicket pair, 
Shakil Ahmed (69) and Asif 
Mujtaba (62), punished some 
wayward bowling in a part¬ 
nership of 1J8. 

England A needed a sound 


start if they were to mount a 
challenge but Shah ripped 
through the top order, captur¬ 
ing the first five wickets. 

Nick Knight failed to score 
and Ronnie Irani. Anthony 
McGrath. Nasser Hussain 
and Dominic Ostler also 
failed. At 59 for five, there was 
no way back. 






.. PAKISTAN A 

SajdAi cHeadeybOddns_38 

Shahid Anwar b GiddVts.. 4 

tShalol Ahmed c GAJcftrts b ban.-69 

'Asti Muftaba c and b ban-62 

Azhar Mahmood c Munton b Write .... 25 

Nadeem Attitar not out__28 

Zahid Fazal not out... 0 

Extras (b 6, lb 5. w 4. nb 71- .22 

Total (5 wMs. 40 over#)-248 

tom Wan. Safld Shah. Arshad Khan and 
Salman Faal cad not bat. 

FALL OF WICKETS- 1-38. 2-53. 3-171. 
4-206, 5-222 


BOWLING: Muilon 5-0-44-0; Giddins 8-2- 
202; Headtey 7-0-39-0. Write 50-36-1; 
Stamp 6-0300 McGrath 50-24-0; bant 
4-0-33-2 


B4GLANDA 

N V Knight c Mujtaba b Shsh_..0 

R Cbamc Salman Fazal b Shah. ...... 10 

A McGrath c Ahmed b Shah-15 

N Hussain c Salman b Shah__10 

DP Ostler c Aimed b Shah-13 

CWtatB tow b Mahmood— ..16 

KJPperbShah.. 2 

D W Haacfiey not out.. . 26 

T A Minton c and b Arehsd-15 

RDStenpcShahbAnhad_0 

ESHGtodnscAnhadbAnwai-0 

Extras (to 2. w 5. nb 7)_ — 8 

Total {23.4 oven) —.—- 115 


FALL OF WICKETS: 1-7, 2-30, 3-31. 4-52, 
550.6-61.7-75,8-114.9-114 
BOWLNG: AKhtar 5050: Shi* 00430; 
Matwnood 44322-1; Sflbrwi 2-0-1*0: 
Arshad 0072-2: Anwar 1.40-11-1. 


The only England player to 
make any impact with the bat 
was Dean Headley, the Kent 
fast-medium bowler, who 
struck two sixes in a cavalier 
display, fi nishin g 26 not out 

The England innings lasted 
a mere 23.4 overs but the tour 
manager. Mike Vockins, was 
far from downhearted after 
the match. "It was disappoint¬ 
ing to lose our unbeaten 
record, but it shouldn’t dis¬ 
guise the many good tilings 
that have come out of the- 
tour." he said. 

‘Among tiie batsmen, 
Knight, Jason Gallian and 
Hussain all underlined their 
claims to be Test contenders, 
while young McGrath learned 
a great deal. 

“On tiie bowling front 
Headley and Ian Salisbury 
both put in some impressive 
displays. It has been a very 
pleasing trip.". 


Times writers make their choices from the best books of 1995 


Classic volumes worthy of the name 


SOMEONE once told me — I imagine it 
must have been an angler — that more 
books have been written about fishing 
than any other subject except mathemat¬ 
ics. It does not matter whether or not the 
claim is true: what certainly is true is that 
many great fishing bodes have been 
written over the centuries and that most 
of these are now available only from 
antiquarian booksellers at quite ridicu¬ 
lous prices. 

In 1990. Justin Knowles, of Bovey 
Tracey, in Devon, set up The Flyfisheris 
Classic Library (TFCL). His aim was to 
resurrect the most-regarded of these 
works in a style that reflected their 
quality at a price that the keen reader 
could afford as a treat Since then. 
Knowles has published around 50 titles, 
typically printing up to 500 copies of 
each. They are things of beauty, mostly 
quarter-bound in leather, with gold 
blocking, marbled end-plates, a silk 
marker and a robust slip-case. 

The 1995 output has been a fly-fisher’s 
Santa’s grotto. It has included F. M. 
Halford’s Dry Fly Fishing In Theory 
And Practice (£49.00), G. E. M. Skues’s 
The Way Of A Trout With A Fly (£42.00) 
and John Wader Hills’s renowned piece 
of scholarship, A History Of Flv Fishing 
For Trout (£35.00). 

For the salmon angler, there is, among 


others. Younger’s River Angling For 
Salmon And Trout (£37.00). Other 
authors available in the TFCL series 
include Francis, Grey, Plunket Green. 
Ronalds. Ransome, Scrape and 
Sheringham. They are available only 
from TFCL, Dartmoor View. Mary 
Street Bovey Tracey, Devon, TQ13 9HQ. 

Tragedy Of The Salmon, by David 
Shaw (£1430 plus postage hardback. 
£&50 plus postage paperback), is an 
extraordinary new book, from the 
Hillfield Press, PO Box 3, East 
Grinstead, West Sussex. RH19 4YN. 

It is — it sounds the kiss of death — a 
forensic examination of the passage of 
the 1986 Salmon Act the most important 
piece of United Kingdom salmon legisla¬ 
tion this century; yet it isa gripping read. 
It is all there — the infighting, the 
nodding and winking, the wheeling and 
dealing among government depart¬ 
ments, vested netting interests, conserva¬ 
tion groups and angling groups with, 
squeezed amid them alt the heretic fish 
itself. To be read with Machiavelli’s The 
Prince and a stiff drink alongside. 

FeroxTrout by Ron Greer (Swan HilL 
£19.95) is another kind of rarity, a work 
on angling that is pretty well without 


precedent Greer and his colleagues in 
the now-famous Ferox 85 specimen 
group have not invented the grinding, 
bum-numbing and occasionally electri¬ 
fying sport of trolling for wild cannibal 
trout but they have systematized it 
rather in the way that Halford — the 
comparison will appal them — system¬ 
atized dry fly-fishing at the sport’s other 
extreme. A no-nonsense work of sub¬ 
stance on an aspect of game angling with 
which few will be familiar. 

The Far From Compteat Angler 
(Merlin Unwin, £16.99) is a collection of 
essays by Tom Fort one of the most 
engaging of modem fishing writers. The 
pieces are in the familiar Fort style — 
languid, colourful, self-deprecating and 
amusing. One for the hammock. Put it 
beside the new paperback version of 
Jeremy Swift’s Arthur Ransome On 
Fishing (Jonathan Cape, £8.99) and 
speed tiie winter through. 

‘ The usual crop of how-to books 
indudes Still Water Trout Fishing by 
John Bafley and Fly Fishing For Trout 
by Bob Church and Peter Gathercole 
(both from Crowood at £19.955- The 
former is the better read and the more 
informative; the latter shows just tow 

diverse this extraordinary sport is. 


Brian Clarke 


Tributes to those in peril on the sea 


THE story of the BOC Challenge, the 
first organised solo round-the-world 
yacht race, has run its course. After four 
of these circumnavigations, in which two 
men have died and countless other 
amateur and professional sailors have 
seen their hopes and dreams dashed on 
the rocks of reality, the company has 
chosen to end its sponsorship of aa event 
that was rightly dubbed “the ultimate 
challenge*’. 

Earlier this year, as Peter Blake and 
his New Zealand America’s Cup crew 
were stealing the limelight in San Diego, 
the Frenchman, Christophe Anguin, 
Sailed into Charleston to von tiie BOC 
race for tiie second time. However, tiie 
real story was about the men and women 
who did not make it, and two very 
different books. The Loneliest Race and 
Around The Big Blue Marble, centre on 
the adversities they faced and how their 
personal battles were won — or lost 

The Loneliest Race, written by Paul 
Gelder. centres on the trials, tribulations 


and eventual loss of Hany Mitdiefi, the 
70tyearold Briton who was making his 
third attempt at fulfilling a lifelong 
dream of sailing round Cape Horn. 

Around The Big Blue Marble is 
written by Nigel Rowe; the BOC 
executive who concaved the challenge in 
1982 and became so involved with it that 
he chucked in his job to take part in die 
race last winter, only to endure a 
nightmare experience in the Southern 
Ocean. Read both books to understand 
what makes a man. or woman, take on 


headlines, including tiie Fastnet Race 
rescue in 1979 and the Penlee lifeboat 
disaster just before Christmas, 1981. 

These are balanced by lighter tales of 
successful rescues of everything from 
distraught crews to animals. Included is 
the stoiy of the Liverpool crew called on 
to tow its lifeboat inshore to rescue a boy 
stranded in the middle of a city lake. 

Finally, a stocking-filler. Why Do 
They Do It? Mike Peyton’s annual 
collection of sailing anecdotes and 
cartoons will provide laughter long after 
the turkey has gone. 


Another stoiy of extreme bravery, 
often in the face of mountainous seas, is 
told in Strong To Save, a compilation of 
dramatic first-hand accounts of RNLI 
lifeboat rescues around the British Isles. 
These are short riveting tales retold by 
Ray Kipling, the institute’s former press 
officer, and cover the stories behind the 


□ The Loneliest Race, by Paul Gelder 
(Adlard Coles Nautical, £15.99). 

□ Around The Big Blue Marble, by 
Nigel Rowe (Aurum Press. £16.95). 

□ Strong to Save, by Ray and Susannah 
Kipling (Haynes Publishing, £14.95). 

□ Why Do We Do It? by Mike Peyton 
(Femhurst Books. EI0.99). 


Barry Pickthall 


Jones ready 
to quit 
ring to join 
Towers 


By Our Sports Staff 


ROY JONES, tiie Internation¬ 
al Boxing Federation super- 
middleweight champion, is 
ready to quit boxing and 
pufsue a basketball career 
with the Budweiser League 
team, London Towers. 

League and dub officials 
said that Jones plans to retire 
from boxing after his title 
defence against Merqui Sosa 
on January 12 and to move to 
England for a trial with the 
Towers. 

"It’s extremely serious," Rob 
Webb, a Budweiser League 
spokesman, said. “We've been 
in regular contact with his 
agent Its very much the case 
that hell call boxing a day 
after his fight and will come 
and tty out with the Towers. 
He’ll have to prove himself.” 

There was speculation that 
Jones's move could -be related - 
to his efforts to tine up a 
lucrative unification bout, 
against the World Boxing 
Council super-middleweight 
champion. Nigel Benn, of 
Britain, but the London dub 
believe the boxer is using them 
as a stepping-stone towards a 
basketball career. 

English teams can field two 
foreigners and the Towers, 
who are six points dear at the 
top of the league, already have 
two Americans — theguard, 
Danny Lewis, and the for¬ 
ward, Tony Windless. 

•Rich Dennis, a. Towers, 
spokesman, said Jones ~ who 
is expected to arrive in die 
third week in January — will 
be vying with Lewis for the 
guard position, but added: 
"irs too early to judge whether 
he would make it or not He 
will have to be a pretty 
outstanding prospect for the 
coach to change the team at 
this stage." 

Jones stands to take a large 
pay cut playing basketballin 
England. "He might go from 
$8 million (around £52 miF 
lion] ay ear to £8.000 a year." 
Dennis admitted. • 
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Gallagher 

bolsters^ 


chance of 
link with 
Blackheath 


)Ehr David Hands 

•; RUGBY CORRESPOM)£NT • 



Gallagher may move 


with Gomarsall in England 
A’S S-0 win over the Samoans 
earlier this month. They are 
the only English players in the 
side, the requirements of 
league, rugby three days later 
limiting the Barbarians in 
their selection. 

Harlequins have become 
the latest dub to establish 
Jinks with higher education, 
by offering scholarships worth 
£8.000 at the University of 
Surrey, in Guildford. The 
university has a programme 
of sports scholarships, funded 
by industry and the British 
Council, but the dub's inten¬ 
tion is to fund an additional 
year of study which would 
allow the individual to partici¬ 
pate in ruglty union. 

"Harlequins believe young 
players should be encouraged 
to develop their academic po¬ 
tential alongside their playing 
skills." Dick Best, the club's 
director of .rugby, said. Bath 
already have, strong contacts 
with their local university, 
while Leicester fond sports 1 
scholarships- at Lough¬ 
borough University. , 

BARBARIANS: J Thomas (Uaraffi and 


Y&M: 0 Lduahaad (Toronto Welsh eta 
Canada). L Davies (Neath), G ShM 


(Melrose and _ 
and WtfesJ; A Wng tfeadl Unfrereftvfr, A 
, epmaraal (WaM); Mufca (Otago Uhiwr-. 
say. wdMfa am Seraa), j Hay. (Hariek 
and Scwtahd), D Lanorupma. A QMtfv 
£ta*brkk» and WiSs), Riwek<pqx) r p ■" 
Prosser tPoraypdddandVfeteti. I UcKso* 
catfish find ScaUond), RStwc* 
and South Afaica). •: 

WALES SQUAD (Punta dal Eeta 
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rm. s Gardner fcwd&t MS. .© ifcjr 
' I a Evans (Neah). M 
“1). L Jarvis (FonfypriddL'A; 
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JOHN GALLAGHER, -the 
former NeurZealaiid fail back 
omitted from the Ireland 
training squad that travels to/ - 
the United States at the end of ', 
this month, has been linked 
with' Blackheath. Gallagher 
has been training with Harle¬ 
quins since his return from 
rugby.. league, but.roayL.be 
ready to move to the Courage 
Clubs Championship seomd 
divirion dub. 

He is .a teacher at Gpi&s 
School, only..a.mile from ■ 
Blackheath'S Rectory Tidd^ 
and would provide a valuable 
focal point to a dub which has _ 
gone a long way towaids re-' 
establishing itreff. The- full, 
bade position at Harlequins is 
filled tty Jfrn Staples, the 
Ireland captain; - but; Black 1 ' 
heath officials are waiting for 
affirmation of a mewe by 
Gallagher in the new year;- 

As Gallagher cannot- play. 
competitive, rugby this season 
his value as a playetcoadr 
would be considerable to p¬ 
side in which Dean Jowett hajr 
been one of several players to 1 
enjoy success. Jowert, the 1994, 
England. Colts foD back, piays 

ag ains t Coventry on jSaftlnfay ; 
in tiie fourth round eff th6 
Pilkington Cup, as doe?'State. 
Pope, tiie former Wasps prop. 1 . 

Another player witii NewL- 
Zealand..^ connections, : Mfl®.. 
Mika, turns out; in an exotic" 
Barbarians side to play-. . 
Leicester in the annual Christ- 
mas fixture at Welford Road 
on December 27. Mika played . 
for Western Samoa against 
England last week, but the 
loose-head prop is based in 
Dunedin. 

" He is' one of tea internation¬ 
als in a XV drawn from seven 
countries. The others indude 
David Lougheed, the Canada 
World Cup. wing, and Ru¬ 
dolph Straeuli, tiie popular 
back-row forward from South 
Africa. . Also in action will be 
two promising young English 
half backs, Andy Gomarsall „ 
and Alex King. f 

King, the Bristol University 4 ' 
student, leapt to prominence 
in the divisional champion¬ 
ship this season and shared 
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Rangers to 
remember 
victims of 
disaster 


By Our Sports Staff 


RANGERS are to build a 
permanent memorial to the 66 
supporters who died in the 
Ibrox disaster 25 years ago. 
The Glasgow club yesterday 
revealed that it is to erect a 
memorial in the Go van-Cop¬ 
land comer, which is under 
redevelopment It had been 
hoped the memorial would be 
ready for January 2, 1996 — 
the 25th anniversary of the 
disaster, in which 66 people 
were crushed while leaving a 
M match against Celtic — but 
w this has not been passible. 

The Rangers director. 
Campbell Ogilvie, said: “For 
practical reasons we were not 
able to have this ready for the 
new year, but once the"stand is 
complete I am sure the sup¬ 
porters will appreciate the 
memorial. 



Ferguson: confined to bed 

“It will be there for fans to 
remember relatives or friends 
who died that day, but also as 
a permanent reminder for 
Rangers supporters, it was 
after the disaster that the 
Rangers board decided to 
modernise Ibrox and the new 
stadium is, in fad, the greatest 
. memorial to those who died." 

& The former Rangers cap¬ 
tain. John Greig, who was 
playing on that day and is now 
the club's public relations - 
executive, said: “I have been 
involved with Rangers for 
around 35 years and, irrespec¬ 
tive of everything I have been 
through, that is the saddest 
day I can remember." 

Duncan Ferguson, the 
Everton forward, is struggling 
to be fit for the FA Carling 
Premiership match away to 


Henman to 
end year 
as No 1 

TIM HENMAN wfll end 1995 
with a double bonus — his 
highest world tennis ranking 
and the knowledge that next 
month he will be named as the 
British No 1. 

Henman saw his world 
ranking rise this week from 98 
to 95 in the final list to be 
issued before the new year — 
even though he did not hit a 
single ball in competition. 

World rankings are based 
on a player’s best 14 tourna¬ 
ments in a 12-month period, 
and three men ranked above 
him lost points last week. 

When 1995 began. Henman, 
21, was suffering from a 
broken ankle and was ranked 
only 167. which means that he 
has moved up 72 places in the 
past 12 months. 

He will also become British 
No! when the 1995 home 
rankings are announced next 
month, even though the Cana- 
dian-bom Greg Rusedski is 
far higher in the world 
rankings, at 37th. 

This is because domestic 
rankings are only given to 
players who have been eligible 
to play for Great Britain 
during the past 12 months. 
Rusedski did not change his 
allegiance until May and so 
cannot be considered 


Coventry City on Saturday. 
He has been confined to his 
bed suffering from Du after 
being sent home from 
training on Monday. Fergu¬ 
son has made only two ap¬ 
pearances as a substitute for 
Everton since his release from 
prison. 

Vinny Samways, rhe 
Everton midfield player, is 
considering a move to Wolver¬ 
hampton Wanderers. 
Samways. 27. has had talks 
with Mark McGhee, the new 
Wolverhampton manager, 
and the fee is estimated to be 
£1.5 million. 

Ronnie Ekelund. the Den¬ 
mark forward, is hoping to 
make his debut for 
Manchester City at home 
against Chelsea at Maine 
Road on Saturday. His move 
on loan from Barcelona has 
brought the number of foreign 
players contesting a first-team 
spot ai Maine Road to four. 

Ekelund had returned to 
Spain to sort out personal 
belongings but was expected 
back in Manchester yesterday 
to link up with the squad. 

Dwight Yorke, the Aston 
VDIa forward could be fit to 
play against Queens Park 
Rangers at Loftus Road on 
Saturday, despite sustaining a 
broken nose during the 4-1 
defeat last week of Coventry 
City, which, it was feared, 
would keep him out of action 
for a month. 

“I came through all the 
brain scans and tests fine and 
the only worry would be if I 
got a bang cm it,” Yorke. who 
has started every match this 
season, said. The plaster 
comes off on Friday told we 
will know more then but I will 
be trying everything possible 
to make myself available." 

The West Bromwich Albion 
chairman. Tony Hale, has 
announced that he would 
stand down if a big-money 
investor came forward. 

Albion have lost nine 
successive first division 
matches. “If there is somebody 
with a lot of money who wants 
to put it into West Bromwich 
Albion and their heart is in the 
club, then I will talk to them." 
Hale said “If they don’t want 
me bn the board then I am 
quite happy to move." 



Alexandra Meissnitzer. of Austria, on herwa 
Switzerland yesterday. Meissnitzer now 


tv to winning the women's World Cup super giant slalom in Veysonnaz. 
leads the overall standings in the event. Photograph: Ruben Sprich 


Lindsay defends loyalty agreements 


By Christopher Irvine 

THE Rugby Football League 
(RFL) last night rejected a 
claim that the backers of the 
new Super League next sum¬ 
mer will have the power of 
veto over the transfer of some 
players, and the implication 
that it no longer controls the 
sport in this country. 

ft was earlier reported that 
“loyalty” agreements, signed 
by upwards of 20 leading 
players, the majority at Wig¬ 
an and St Helens, meant they 
would not be able to change 
dubs without the permission 
of The News Corporation, the 
parent company of The 
Times, which has backed the 
Super League in an agree¬ 
ment worth £87 million over 
five years. 

Speaking in Sydney, where 


he was appointed chairman 
of the new Super League 
International Board at its 
inaugural meeting, Maurice 
Lindsay, the RFL chief execu¬ 
tive. said: "It is absolute 
nonsense to suggest that we 
have given up control of our 
sport or any part of iL 

"The daim that the loyalty 
agreements require the play¬ 
ers to play wherever The 
News Corporation say. is both 
unfair and irresponsible.” 

Loyalty packages offered by 
the Soper League last April 
worth several hundred thou¬ 
sand pounds in some cases, 
were part of its cheque-book 
war with the Australian Rug¬ 
by League (ARL) in a bitter, 
continuing battle for control 
of the game in Australia. 

Lindsay said: "Voluntary 
loyalty agreements have been 


signed by players. These will 
benefit them, the dubs of the 
RFL and fans. The simple 
truth is that within hours of 
the RFL signing The News 
Corporation contract we came 
under serious attack from the 
ARL. who tried to sign over¬ 
night almost the entire Great 
Britain and Wales playing 
squads." 

It was the sole intention of 
the agreements, Lindsay said 
to ' prevent. English-based 
players signing for dubs be¬ 
longing to the ARL whose 
raiding party did succeed in 
approaches to three Wigan 
players. Gary Connofly, Jason 
Robinson and Martin Hall. 
The international trio are due 
to join, as yet unspecified 
ARL dubs when their con¬ 
tracts at Central Park expire. 

Whether they will have 


dubs to go to remains uncer¬ 
tain. A protracted court case 
between the Super League 
and the ARL ended in Sydney 
last week and a decision 
expected next month should 
determine the game's future 
direction in Australia which, 
at present is set to comprise 
rival competitions. 

□ Rochdale Hornets have 
fined Tony Hilton after his 
suspension for three months 
for using the banned sub¬ 
stance, ephedrine, which is 
found in cough and cold 
remedies. Steve Gibson, the 
Rochdale player-coach, said: 
“There is no question of Tony 
taking steroids but he has 
been silly. He told me he had 
been taking some cough 
medicine but all the players 
have been told to check with 
the doctor or physio." 


Top dubs 
oppose 
Airdrie’s 
proposal 
for change 

By Our Sports Staff 

PROPOSALS for changes in 
the makeup of the Scottish 
League will be discussed at a 
meeting of the league manage¬ 
ment committee in Glasgow 
today. The first division clubs, 
led by the Airdrie chairman. 
George Peat, want to scrap the 
present format of four divi¬ 
sions of ten clubs and increase 
to 16 the number of teams in 
the.premier division. 

However, his plan looks 
doomed to failure. Rangers. 
Celtic and Hibernian are 
against it. as are the lower- 
division clubs. “I don't favour 
change at all. We will be a 
laughing stock if we alter the 
structure again in mid-sea- 
son." Douglas Crumb, the 
Hibernian chairman, said. 
Cromb is one of five premier 
division representatives on the 
committee. 

The present system was 
introduced at the start of last 
season and was voted in place 
for a five-year period. Oppo¬ 
nents of change say sponsor¬ 
ship deals — including those 
with Bell's. Coca-Cola and Sky 
— could be affected if the 
format is altered. 

Jim McLean, the Dundee 
United chairman, who is in 
favour of restructuring, said: 
The ten-club league has sim¬ 
ply not been a success in 
producing entertaining foot¬ 
ball. It breeds desperation and 
crucifies skill." 

It will be up to the manage¬ 
ment committee to deride 
whether to call an extraordi¬ 
nary general meeting, at 
which 75 per cent of the votes 
would have to be in favour for 
a change next season, while a 
two-thirds majority would be 
required for a new format to 
be introduced for the 1997-98 
season. 

Premier division dubs have 
four votes, first division teams 
two votes and second and 
third division dubs (except 
Ross County and Caledonian 
Thistle) one vote apiece. 

A 16-club premier division 
would mean dubs playing 
only 30 games but the propos¬ 
al indudes revamping the 
league cup competition by 
reverting to a previous section¬ 
al formaL 

“Our season tickets have 
been sold on the strength of 18 
home games, so why cut to 15," 
Cromb said. “As for die pro¬ 
posed changes in the league 
cup. they baffle me. because 
the current competition is the 
best we have had." 


■ IN BRIEF 

Gunnell to 
face French 
in Glasgow 
showpiece 

SALLY GUNNELL the 
Olympic 400 metres hurdles 
champion, will run a flat 400 
metres indoors for Great Brit¬ 
ain against France at the 
Kelvin HalL Glasgow, on 
Februaiy 24. Gunnell will 
open her brief indoor season 
two weeks earlier in her 
return to competition after the 
Achilles injury that prevented 
her from defending her world 
title in the summer. 

The meeting in Glasgow 
wfll be ideal preparation for 
British athletes selected for 
the European indoor champi¬ 
onships in Stockholm two 
weeks later, according to 
Tony Ward, the British Ath¬ 
letics Federation spokesman. 
"The bulk of the team will 
already have been selected 
and are likely to take pan." 
Ward said. 

Harris on top 

Squash: Del Hams, the for¬ 
mer world junior champion 
from Essex, whose return to 
form at the age of 26 took him 
to the World Open final in 
Nicosia last month, has been 
ranked as the England No I 
for the first time inn early five 
years on die list issued yester¬ 
day by the Squash Rackets 
Association. Cassandra Jack- 
man. from Norfolk, regains 
the top women's ranking for 
the fust time since September 
1992. 

RANKINGS: Marl.D Hams. 2.SPart*.3. 
M ChaJoner 4. C Waker. 5. M Cams. 5. J 
NtcoOe Women: 1. C Jackman. 2. S 
Homer. 3. F Geavss. 4. s Wnghi s. J 
Martin. 6. L Chaiman. 

Millar rewarded 

Cycling: David Millar. 18. 
Great Britain's junior 25-mile 
time-trial champion who has 
lived and raced successfully 
in Belgium this year, was 
named yesterday as the win¬ 
ner of the first David Rayner 
memorial scholarship and 
will move to a dub in Britta¬ 
ny, France, early in the new 
year. The award is in memory 
of David Rayner. the interna¬ 
tional rider from Yorkshire, 
who died in November 1994. 

Pakistan lead 

Cricket Pakistan beat New 
Zealand by 54 runs in Wel¬ 
lington yesterday in their 
third meeting in a four-match 
one-day series. Pakistan 
scored 261 for four after being 
asked to bat in perfect condi¬ 
tions then bowled out New 
Zealand for 207 in 45 overs to 
take a 2-1 lead in the series. 



NATIONAL. ASSOCIATION (NBA!: Deurt 
94 Toronto B2 Cleveland 100 Minnesota 
95, New York 89 fcfemi 7tt Hourton 103 
Phoent* 96. Chicago IW Gribs 101: Los 
Angftew Lakers JOB Mfcvsutee 105. San 
Artono HI Fortttsid 103. Vancouver 94 
Stone 93. Golden Slate KB Chariot!e 99. 
Washington 106 Los Angeles Oppere 104 

CRICKET 

One-day international 
New Zealand v Pakistan 

WELLINGTON (New Zealand won toss). 
Patoster beffl New Zealand by 54 fins 
PAKISTAN 

Aams Softai D Larsen ...... .. 50 

Rama Rap nn out--- 21 

ha; Ahmad c Cams D Twow —.— 42 

fcamonvuiHaq b Twose -.— 54 

SaTvn MakK not out -... .. .. 42 

•Wasan Akram naut .. -. 36 

Extras (b2. toftwl) . ..... ■ ■ ■ 6 

Total (4 wkte. 50 overs)-261 

Basil All. tfladnd Lauf. Mushtaq Ahmad. 
Waqar Younts and Aaqto Javed did not bat 
FALL OF WICKETS. 1-51, 2-107. 3-138. 

4- 217. 

BOWLING. Monteon 10-0-59-0. Pari ID-2- 
43-0. cams 10-1-62-0. Larsen 30-0-37-1: 
Tw&e 7-0-31-2. Aste 3-0-22-0. 

NEW ZEALAND 

N J Asm c Ramtt 0 Aqto . .... . 9 

C M Spearman c Sohal D Wasm. . 33 
BAVotno t**&Waam 0 

SPFtemrngcBashl>Mushtaq . ...35 

ACParoretovrbAcjto. ..... 4 

R G Twose b Sohari .. „.. ---.37 

CL Cams run out . — . 7 

•tLKGemwnbWastm ..~40 

0 N Patel run our. - . ... 13 

G R Larsen c &to o Aqa> ......—..... 2 

OK Morrison not out 11 

Extras {to 13. w 3)- ..J6 

Total (44-5 owes)-207 

FALL OF WICKETS-1-48.2-48.3-4B. 4-60. 

5- 107.6-118, 7-143.8-186, 9-174 
BOWLING. Aqb 10-1-61-3. Warim 7 5-0- 
31-3. Wbqa 4-0-2M* MusMaq KW-28-1. 
Mat*. 3-0-17-0; Sahel 1WW7-1 
Man-oUte-mach-. Wasfcn Akram. 

FOOTBALL 

Tuesday's tale results 

ENOSLEJGH INSURANCE LEAGUE: Sec¬ 


ond division: Petertxwxjoh 0 Stockport 1 
Third division: Fiteam 4 Cardiff 2. Hereford 
3 Scunthorpe 0. 

VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Northwch 2 
TetadO 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE: Premier 
tfvteion; MottenreM 0 Rangers 0 Third 
dhriaton: East SWkng 5 Aflxon I 
UNIBOND LEAGUE: Premier dvtetan: 
Marine 1 Accrxiglon Sartey 1 League 
cup: Third round: Gainsborough 4 Fricney 
l.Gtfstey 1 Boston 1 

BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE: Premier di¬ 
vision: Breton 0 Safebrey 1 Dr Martens 
Cup: Second rorexfc Qavesand and 
NorthSeel l Crawley 2. flotbwei Town 0 
Kntfs Lym 1 Replay: Bison Town 5 
Evesham United 2 Postponed: Trowbridge 
v BasWey. Southern (fusion: Fleet Town 1 
NBwpai tow t 

ICiS LEAGUE: Piamtor dMsion; Hayes 0 
SI Atoms 0. Hendon i Hltdwi 2. Carlton 
cup: Second round: Enfold t rearing 2. 




Sfth Ereon iCorentry) Lydney v Fnchftrid 
Meton v Marlborough. Morecambe v 
Norwich Cay- Old Sorehendian s v Bsdey 
Inviaa. Old VWUamsontans v Brantford, 
PHC Chiswick v Adjutant Generate Corps. 
Pretev or Saksbrey v Peftcans: RiehliigB 
Park or Bracknell v Bridgwater Shetland v 
Daley: Sonreng v 0>d Hoteombaans or 
Epsom; Stevenage v Tynemouth. West 
Haris v Milon Keynes. Weymouth v RN 
quaWer Woan v North Steltord. Tort. CS 
Trojans v Si Neoti 
Matches to be played on January 21 


LEAGUE OF WALES: league cup: Group 
one first round: Banger Cry 4 Conwy 2 
AVON INSURANCE COMBtoiATION: First 
tflvMton; west Ham 1 Warlord 0. 

PONTTNS CENTRAL LEAGUE: Rrst * 
vision: Everton 3 Sheffield Wed 0. Second 
division: Rotherham 0 ftadford 3 Third 
cflvfctan: ChestrifeW 3 Bury Z Shrewsbrey 
OCerksteS. 

FA YOUTH CUP: Third round: Portsmouth 
1 Watford 2. 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: FA Premier 
League Under-16 Trophy: Cheshire i 
Merseyside ft Hampahre 1 Dors* 1. 

FIFA WORLD RANKINGS: 1. Brazil. 
68 49pts: 2. Germany. 61.77.3. Italy. 61 10. 
4. Span, 5912; 5, FtassiaSB 76.6. Holland. 
57 35:7. Argentina. 56 88:8. Franca. 58.73. 
9. Oermariv. 56 43. 1CL Norway. 55 74. 11. 
Romania. 55.1ft 12. Mexico. 54 81. 13. 
Sweden. 54 79,14, Czech Repubic. 53 40. 
15. Colombia. 5329: 16. Portugal. 5324. 
17. Butaana 5302:18. Swtaeriand. 52.11. 
19. Unfed Siaes. 51 04. 20. hoy Coast. 
489ft- 21. England. 48.86. 22. Tinea. 
4826:20 Egyrt. 4821.24. BeWun. 4799. 
25. Zarrtoia. 47 86:2ft Scotland. 47.63.27. 
Nigeria. 4744; 28, Ireland. 47 32: 29. 
Gtena, 47.05:30, Turkey. 4628 Ootactod: 
45. Northern Ireland, 38.54; 81. Wales. 
332ft 


HOCKEY 


THE TIMES 

SNOWLINE 


?Shr <k5ng mfemiatiofl drect frem ifae resorts in: 


AUSTRIA * FRANCE • SWITZERLAND • ITALY 
REST OF EUROPE • N. AMERICA/CANADA 
SPAIN/ANDORRA • ROMANIA/BULGARIA 


Or for a faxed report, dial: . 

0891 662 258 ^ 

from a telephone linked to a fax machine 


1 WEATHERLINE 0891 333 462 

Comprehensive outlook In the skiing areas tor the week ahead 

mtoriration on all 

Scottish ski resorts 

0891200627 


n*» ore wert fttote 
Cjfl lUEriraamlrateelwnw 

Jpicae aa a w* au ra 

49piMdlJlABnffH 


HOCKEY ASSOCIATION CUP: Fta*- 
round draw: Aldndge v Orffiefcf, Barton v 
Present ChapeBom v Corby Tcrwr. Cov¬ 
entry and North Warvwcks v SpaUna 
Davemy v Rotherham. De Mcnrton Urev 
iBetforri) v Ramgertua (Leeds): CXrham 
Untv v Sretouy: Fart Devon v Greenwich: 
Beet v Homcasde; K em b le OB v Evesham; 
Hanow v Btoasomfleld: Hertford v 
Hastemere or Oxied. Horsham v mspons: 
Ipswich and East Suffolk v Famtoorough or 
Monte Moure. Jersey v Famham Common 
or Heme Bay: KeOerteg v BAC. KnufsJord v 



FOOTBALL 
Kick-art 7.30 unless staled 
PONTTNS CENTRAL LEAGUE: FM di- 
vtetan: Leeds v Stoke (a Haidar FC, 7 0) 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier dMsion-. FeSxaoree v 
HavertW 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE- First cf- 
vaiOK ToBon v W mb cm e. 

SUBURBAN LEAGUE: Cup: Second 
round: Fleet Tor* v Wokingham 
SCHOOLS MATOES: Engfch Schools 
Firi Ften Trophy: Foreth round: Wdersha 
v Odom [3 Famborough Town). FA 
Premier League under-19 Trophy: 
Humberside v NoOfn^tamshDe (Screw 
morpe. ISO). Wbrossreshra v Warwcft- 
Eftee (Studisy Sports, 20) Under- 16 
Trophy: Camondgertwe v Suflofc tCam- 
bndge sbhWu l 1130): Ham p sh ire v 
BeritstwB (Studand Road. 20) London 
Cup- ft»j re inli Hm shfrH v MHtfesex (New¬ 
port Pagnei. 1.30) Kent Cup: Dover v 
Baday (10 30). 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL): PHtsbregh 7 
Calgary l New Jersey 5 Ptteadripha 4 
(OTj. Tampa Bay 6 Wiinoeg 3. St Lores 4 
New York Isiarders 1. San Jose 7 Anahero 
4 


RACKETS 


OUEEN'S CLUB: Public Schools c ha mp- 
tonaNp: Seniore: Foster Cup: SemWInate: 
N BaUey (Etoni La T Wigan (Eton) 18-16.12- 
15.15-7.18-17. G SnwvBmctharo (Etoni bi 
D Primer-Tomphmson (Eton) 15-11.15-11. 
14-17,15-7. Coirs: IndedorvWebber Cup. 
Final: D Cherry [Tartondge) M Tachener- 
Barrao (Harrowl 5-15,4 -15.15-8.16-13.15- 
12 


RUGBYLEAGUE 


STONES CHAMPIONSHIP: Leeds 30 
London Broncos 12. 


W^an 

P W 
15 13 

D 

0 

L F A 
2 609 238 

Pte 

26 

Leeds 

16 11 

0 

5 456 315 

22 

Si Helens 

14 10 

0 

4 570 340 

20 

Haifa, 

14 9 

0 

5 338 331 

18 

Wan Union 

14 7 

0 

7 334 Ml 

14 

London Bronc 17 7 

0 10 394 455 

14 


15 7 

0 

8 343 430 

14 

Bradford 

14 6 

0 

8 288 333 

12 

Casrttford 

14 G 

0 

8 286 382 

12 

Oldham 

15 4 

0 11 268 456 

a 

Workington 

16 2 

0 14 245 550 

4 


SECOND DMSION: Hunstel 22 York 26 
Postponed: Carfcle v Dcncester 
BARLA YOUTH TOUR MATCH: itemoer- 
ade under-18 0 Australia 70. 


RUGBY UNION 


CLUB MATCH: Postponed: Tredegar v 
South Wales Pofoe 

SRUUNDEB-21 NTER-DiSTTUCT CHAM¬ 
PIONSHIP: Postponed: North and Mid 
Scotland v Scottun Eases. 

HART GILMORE FOUR COUNTIES 
CHAMPIONSHP: Postponed: Worcester 
sites and Hertfordshfe i * 
Barrtngham. 

SKIING 


VEYSONNAZ, Switzerland: World Cup: 
Women: Super-giant stoiom: 1. A 
Mefesncer (Aistna) trrwi 28 72sec. 2. H 
Zurtrlggen (9wX2) 128 9ft 3 M Dortmerster 
lAustral 12917: 4. A Wachier (Austria) 
129.40.5. K Setzkiger (Aurtna) 129 45.8, 
K Guensohn (Gar] 130 03 World Cm 
standings: Overaft 1. Mewnteer (Austria) 
448PW 21 Setmger 405:3. Wachier 379.4. 
Donrracster 349.5. P Street (USl 328 ft M 
Em (Gert 293 Super-giant slalom: 1. 
Melssrltzar 222; 2. Seszffiger 165. 3. Ert 
160: 4. Zrebnggen 138. equal 5. 
Dorfmeraer and wachier 120 Nations' 
Cup: 1. Austra2.0». 2. Germany 1.18ft 1 
Switzerland 351. 4. Italy 555. 5. United 
Slates 545 


POOLS DIVIDENDS 


LTT71BNOODS: Treble chance- 24^s 
£3.61085,23 £10655 .25 Eft 70. 21 £275. 
Four draws £5.85 10 homes 632720 Five 
arrays £198.70. 

VERNONS: Treble chance (line ditadends 
only see rutB 1QF) 24pls £129050, 23 
£49.05, 22 £3.85 10 homes pud on rune 
caned £29.10 Ftve arrays £2315. 
Z 6 TTER S: Trotter chance. 24pte £51020, 
23 £7 55.22 £0.75. Fore draws £8 40 Eight 
hanesE5400 Fourawevs£4580 Easyste 
£24 00 GorisgaJcre£r $5 Lre*y nrertoers 
3214 8 24 19. 





Sheehan on bridge 
-- 



By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

This is a Christmas double dummy problem (that means that 
you are allowed to look at all the cards before planning your 
play.) I first saw it about 30 years ago, in one of Terence Reese'S 
books, I think. Try it before reading the solution. South to make 
Six Spades after toe lead of the king of hearts. 


4 J 109 
VAKBB5 

♦ K 10 3 

* J 4 


Declarer initially has ten 
tricks: six spades, one dia¬ 
mond, two dubs and a heart 
ruff in dummy. He can even¬ 
tually establish an eleventh 
trick by forcing out (he ace of 
hearts with the queen-jack 
heart combination. 

Unfortunately, it seems that 
there is no way to establish a 
twelfth trick. If declarer tries 
to take another ruff in dum¬ 
my. he must ruff with a high 
spade. This simultaneously 
establishes another trump 
trick for West, so declarer is 
back to 11 tricks. 

The solution is to ruff the 
opening lead in dummy and 
cash the ace and king of dubs, 
discarding a heart on the 
second dub. Dedarer then 
leads a third dub and ruffs 
with the trump ace. That is the 
critical play. This establishes 
the club suit in dummy but 
also establishes a trump trick 
for West. 

Now, dedarer returns to 


dummy with a high trump 
and leads a good dub, on 
which he discards his last 
heart. West can ruff but can¬ 
not defeat the contract. If West 
returns a heart, dedarer can 
ruff in hand, since he has 
discarded both of his hearts on 
clubs. 

Declarer can then return to 
dummy with the remaining 
high trump, simultaneously 
drawing West's last trump. 
With no trumps remaining 
and dubs established, dedar¬ 
er uses the good dubs for 
whatever discards he needs. 

Although this solution is 
correct at double dummy, it is 
also the best line even if you 
could not see the East-West 
cards. It succeeds whenever 
dubs are no worse than three- 
two and spades are no worse 
than three-one. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 






By Philip Howard 


OUTEN 

a. To put out 

b. Oxford dancing team 

c. Gastarbeiter 

PUNGY 

a. Strong-smelling 

b. Bursar of Queens’ 

c. A small oyster boat 


RIBSfGN 

a. Sheep’s spare ribs 

b. A leather apron 

c. Dwarf from Grimm 

PUND1GRION 

a. A pun 

b. Wessex fanning tool 

c. Cambridge pun! pole 

Answers on page 46 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Wall leads 

After five rounds of the 
Tyneside international in 
Newcastle. Tim Wall is set¬ 
ting the early pace with the 
score of five out of five. He 
heads a strong field that 
indudes Neil McDonald and 
Andrew Whiteley. the inter¬ 
national masters. The latter 
was the victim in this game, 
the most brilliant of the 
tournament so far. 

White: Simon Ansel! 

Black* Andrew Whiteley 
Tyneside international 
December 1995 

French Defence 


28 

RC3 

Rg8 

29 

Rf3+ 

Nf5 

30 

Re5 

Od6 

31 

Qxh7+ 

Rg7 

32 

Rocf5+ 

QX<5 

33 

FM5+ 

Ke6 

34 

Qh6+ 

Kxffi 

35 

Qxd6 

Bc6 

36 

d5 

Bd7 

37 

13 

Kg5 

38 

h4 + 

Kh5 

39 

g4+ 

Black resigns 


Diagram of final position 


1 

e4 

e6 

2 

d4 

d5 

3 

eft 

c5 

4 

c3 

Nc6 

5 

NO 

Qb6 

6 

a3 

Bd7 

7 

Be2 

cxd4 

8 

CSJ4 

Rc8 

9 

b4 

Nge7 

10 

0-0 

Nf5 

11 

Be3 

Be7 

12 

Od2 

16 

13 

ead6 

Bxf6 

14 

Rdi 

0-0 

15 

Nc3 

Nce7 

16 

Racl 

Nd6 

17 

Ne5 

Be6 

18 

Bg4 

Nc4 

19 

Nxc4 

Rxc4 

20 

Ne4 

Ba4 

21 

Nxf6+ 

0xf6 

22 

Rel 

15 

23 

Be2 

14 

24 

Bxc4 

fxe3 

25 

Oxe3 

dxc4 

28 

Qg3+ 

Kf7 

27 

Qh3 

Qc6 



a ■■■ ■ ^ — .mi ro 

By Raymond Keene 

This position is from Rie- 
mersma — Piket, Dordrecht 
1988. White could capture on 
c2, but Black has counter¬ 
attacked the white rode on d6. 
Can you see a preferable 
course of action for White? 


Solution on page 46 


Groningen 

The 34th international chess 
tournament at Groningen, in 
Holland, is distinguished by 
the presence of the two 
contestants for the final of 
the Fide (World Chess 
Federation) world champ¬ 
ionship match. Anatoly Kar¬ 
pov, of Russia, and Gata 
Kamsky, of the United 
States, drew their games in 
the first round, as did 
grandmaster Michael Ad¬ 
ams. the British represent¬ 
ative. The early leader is 
Loek van Wely. of Holland. 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 
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Scholars who thrive on brain and brawn 


S o you dont have to be thick to 
get a Blue. In die car park at 
Twickenham just before foe 
Varsity match last week the 
truth was revealed — university 
sportsmen these days are winners 
even in the academic arena. 

An Oxford University task force, 
chaired by Dr Richard Cooper, of the 
university^ sports development of¬ 
fice, has found that the degrees won 
by foe sportsmen outclass the aver¬ 
age — there were at least two firstsout 
there in the Dark Blue rugby squad, 

Mark Reilly and Clive _ 

Jones, and there were 
2:1s scattered all over 
foe place. This is great 
news, not just for Ox¬ 
ford but for college 
students and school- 
children everywhere. 

For there las been a 
continuing and emotive 
debate about foe status 


“We have to 
get sport 
back on the 
curriculum’ 


and role of sport in our universities 
and schools with, on the one hand, 
foe ridiculous myth that playing 
games simply rules out academic 
achievement and. on foe other, that 
success in sport can be achieved only 
by specialised academies or selective 
sporting scholarships. 

After foe Barcelona Olympics, the 
British Olympic Association set up a 
study into how we might improve our 
chances of medals at the Atlanta 
games next year. One of the findings 
was that we lag way behind countries 
like the United States and Australia 


in awarding sports scholarships,' 
with Bath and Stirling among foe few 
in foe business at ah. Big money and' 
lavish facilities are tempting hun¬ 
dreds of our best young sportsmen 
and women to campuses in foe 
United States every year. In America, 
college sport is big business, with TV 
and sponsorship money to spend. In 
Australia, the lion's share of E180 
million is bring poured into universi¬ 
ties and colleges in the run-up to foe 
next Olympics. 

The Australians are very hot, too, 

_ on sporting academies 

of excellence — an idea 
picked up by John 
Major and the Minister 
for Sport Iain Sproat 
There is much debate 
about where we should 
site a British academy 
of sporting excellence 
and what form it 
should take. 

sorry truth is that foe 



But the 


failure of many of our sporting teams 
has little to do with the lack of new 
specialist academies, but plenty to do 
with foe way we have let sport in 
schools wither and almost perish. As 
the study on the Oxford Blues 
demonstrates, we already have 
places to develop all-round excel¬ 
lence. What we have to do is to make 
sure they get the right raw material 
by getting sport back onto the school 
curriculum and by putting an abso¬ 
lute stop to the selling-off of school 
playing fields for short-term gain. 


Throughout foe Seventies and 
Eighties, sport as a contribution to a 
broad education was viewed with 
suspicion and even hostility. Compet¬ 
itive sport became a particular target 
of the anti-sport lobby, and there was 
a feeling that admissions tutors, 
particularly at Oxford and Cam¬ 
bridge, would do almost anything to 
keep games players oul That locks 
like a big mistake in the light of the 
findings of Dr Cooper’s Oxford task 
force. The university,* he said, “has 
a firm line that we do nek let in 
anybody who isn’t up to it academi¬ 
cally- But the top sportsmen tend to 
be tremendous organisers, who pack 
a lot info their day." 

Educationally, the sportsmen may 
well be reclaiming ground that 
historically was theirs in foe first 
place. The andent Greeks, who gave 
us practically all of foe legacy that 
has become modem sport, were the 
first to start hanging around the 


gymnasium. Professor H. A. Harris, 
who researched fold wrote wonder¬ 
fully on Greek athletics, tells us that 
“maity Greeks felt for tfaefr gymnasi¬ 
um foe same loyalty and affection 
that some men today still feel for their 
school or university”. 

For the Greeks, their gymnasium 
was much more than a sports centre 
— it was the foaurffoOT.cultural, 
intellectual and social life. They were 
decorated with statues and paintings, 
and were often the verue for poetry 
readings, concerts, debates and lec¬ 
tures. These athletic in- _ 

stitutians had huge pol¬ 
itical and .edu cational 
influence. A leading in¬ 
tellectual would often 
frequent a particular 
gymnasium so often 
that he would build up 
a big following. Two of 
the most famous of 
these gyms were to be 


The gym 
was the focus 
of social and 
cultural life’ 


The idea, that sportsmen should not 

achieve the highest academic ton- 
ours would have been laughable to 
them. The great Plato com peted m 
the Isthmian games as a wrestler, 
and the legendary Milo wonvictories 

at five successive Olympic Games. 

Mflo laid on same, formidable_ dem¬ 
onstrations of his prod 
strength. He is said once to 
carried a bull all the way round the 
Kt arffr H Ti at Olympia — and then to 
have eaten it in a day. When jus 
Mowers presented him with a life- 
size stone statue of hiiii- 
" " self he heaved it unaid¬ 

ed up the stadium 
steps. And for a party 
trick he would tie a 
ribbon around his fore- 



’ll 


. ■ 


% 


Not flie Nine Lessons and &zek.Radio3;9A0pm. 


fascinatingly unarfoodo* 
cope wiA goocto® 


_ m _ _ .the poor should:. _/ 

notbeexpected to remain emtonjeri a4fo their f ' 


found in Athens in the 5th century 
BC they were the Lyceum and the 
Academia. It was in the Academia, 
between work-outs, that Socrates, the 
philosopher, lectured, thought and 
taught These gyms were really the 
world’s first universities, achieving 
all-round excellence centuries before 
the admissions tutors of Oxford and 
Cambridge colleges agonised over 
whether to let in games players, and 
these Greek scholar-sportsmen be¬ 
queathed us the very vocabulary of 
education — “academy. academic, 
and gymnasium’*. 


Talcs of the BnaxmThe Jar. Radio4. llXfipm- 

" hi " by 

looks luce the embryo of .a baby. _Formerly y-Joe 

townspeople, Charlie becomes a coebnty- Somebody asks wnetntx 
his strange purchase is an octopas. Ora possum's ipria/ra?Qr tsrt.a 
jellyfish, or just same rid junk? To Charir& tins “palething jn.a 
^Sting wrorw" coukl be ail emperor mhis falace. Everybody couki , 
be right—or wrong. That is Ray Brtettauy foryoa. D^gge 


city well He won acco¬ 
lades as a scholar and 


mi l ita r y leader, and was part of foe 
elite intellectual group winch gath¬ 
ered around the philosopher and 
mathe matician. Pythagoras, whose 
rfang frfpr he is'said to have married. 

It is to be hoped that thanks to the 
work of Dr Cooper and his team 
proving that even great sporting 
prowess is no bar to academic 
achievement these days, MSo might 
be just ti»e sort of chap to catch the eye 
of even the most demanding of those 
Oxbridge admission tutors. 


Eton quartet achieve singular success 


By Sally Jones 


AFTER a quarter of a century 
of near-misses, Eton are as¬ 
sured of winning the elite 
senior singles event of foe 
public schools rackets champ¬ 
ionship. the Foster Cup. before 
a ball of foe final is struck 
today. The title was secured 
after foe quarrer-finals — 
when the four Etonians in foe 
event won their matches, to 
foe delight of the school's 
veteran rackets professional, 
Norwood Cripps, and a vocif¬ 
erous gallery of Etonians old 
and new, all desperate to add 
to a bulging trophy cabinet 

Die school had already 
achieved a record, fielding 
three of the top four seeds. in‘ 
the favourite, Neal Bailey, and 
foe third and fourth seeds. 
Patrick Wigan and Guy 
Smith-Bingham. The only unr 
seeded Etonian. Dominic- 
Palmer-Tomkinson, eliminat¬ 
ed Angus Falconer, the No 2 
seed, from Malvern, on the 
opening day. 

Palmer-Tomkinson then be¬ 
lied his reputation for incon¬ 
sistency by eliminating the 
dogged Edward Craig, of Win¬ 
chester, in the last of the 
quarter-finals. With Bailey, 
Wigan and Smith-Bingham 
already through in straight 
games, all the pressure was on 
him to complete a dean sweep 
and. despite a gritty comeback 
by Craig, who led by two 
games to one and 10-6, Palm- 
er-Tomldnson kept his nerve 
and blasted his way out of 
trouble. 

After foe semi-finals went 
according to seeding, Bailey 



Eton boys, from left, Wigan. Bailey, Plalmer-Tomkinson and Smith-Bingham enjoy their Foster Cup dean sweep. Photograph: Hugh Routiedge 


and Smith-Bingham will meet 
in the main event today. Until 
now, the Foster Cup has been 
the only singles trophy to 
elude Cripps throughout his 17 
years at the school, although 


VVH SMITH EXCLUSIVE VIDEOS 

Great Walks From The Air 



Aerial guides to Britain's great 
long distance wajks. 

A momento of past hikes, or 
a taste of great days to come. 



The Pennine W ay 
Coast To Coast Walk 


South West Coast Path 


Saxon Shore Way 
& So uth Downs Way 

Northumberland Coast 
and the Cleveland Way 

Great British Coastline 


60 minute videos - £12.99 each 

AVAILABLE AT SELECTED VVH SMITH STORES 


Can yon always get your copy of The Times'! 


Dear Newsagent, please defiver/save me a copy of The Times 


his pupils have lifted 17 other 
national titles in the lower age 
group. This will be Eton’s first 
victory in the event since 
Robin prysdale. foe tennis 
international, took foe title 25 
years ago and Cripps con¬ 
fessed that the weight of 
expectation from success- 
hungry parents and old boys 
was becoming oppressive. 

"There’s been a lot of pres¬ 
sure in the past; knives in foe 
back and people nagging me 
about why we hadn't won a 
senior title for so long, particu¬ 
larly because we’ve got such a 


big, thriving rackets dub — 
around 100 boys playing in 
one half I term!," he said. 

“But in fact whenever we 
had a talented bey who looked 
a possible winner — like Guy 
Smith-Bingham’s elder broth¬ 
er, Alex, for example — it has 
always seemed that he would 
be in foe same year as a really 
outstanding lad from another 
school: Matthew Windows, 
from Clifton, in Alex’s case — 
so our boys would reach the 
final but never quite make it 

This time though, we've 
been incredibly lucky to have 


four very good lads coming 
through at the same time. 
They are all fine athletes — 
Bailey is also the captain of 
football and recently scored 
two goals to win the Berkshire 
League final — Wigan is 
captain of squash. Palmer- 
Tomkinson is rackets captain 
and Smith-Bingham has nev¬ 
er lost a singles match in the 
public schools championship. 

“They all get on well and 
really spur each other on, 
practising together and also 
playing a lot with me and 
several top old Etonians, like 


the former world champions. 
Willie Boone and Mark Hue 
Williams. I’m proud that they 
play really nice rackets with 
good technique, not just rely¬ 
ing on strength and a good eye 
to thrash foe bail about 
They Ye getting pretty dose to 
me now, so I have to rely cm 
guile to beat them.” 

As for celebrations? “Well 
be having a big dinner party 
for them next half and. whoev¬ 
er wins the final. I think all 
four of them should be feeling 
pretty festive as they go home 
for Christmas.’' 


Mayer completes victory for Britain 


By Sydney Erisrin 


THE Great Britain men’s hockey team 
gave a satisfactory performance in defeat¬ 
ing Egypt 2-0 in foe first of two 
international matches in Cairo yesterday 
and will play another match against them 
today. 

Garda gave foe British team an 
encouraging start with a flick into foe net 
from a short comer in the third minute. 
However, the match was made safe only 


three minutes before foe end when Robert 
Thompson eluded the goalkeeper and 
back-passed to Mayer, who scored. The 
award of nine short comers to each side 
summed up the balance of play to which 
David Whitaker, the Britain coach, gave 
his own reaction. 

“We allowed Egypt to exert pressure in 
foe first half but we grabbed the match 
back and played adequately at times, 
creating enough chances to win,” he 
said. Green warning cards were shown 


to Halls and Fbrdham, of Britain, and 
Bilal Ibrahim and Ibrahim Tawfik, of 
Egypt 


EGYPT: Haflm Gamal; Ibraftirn Tawtk. Abdel Mownh. 
Abdel Khefft, Magdy Abdota. 8fe> Ibrahim. Mahomed 
Rabat, Yasser Monster, Mahmood Samir, (mad Amin. 
Mohamad Yaasd. Subs used; Aimed Abbes, Mchemed 
Mehmood. Amro Fitah. Mohamed Sated. 


.. . ,G Forctoam, 
Kaft* Tatoier, S Harift. C Mayer, R Garcia. R Thompson, 
J Laden (capti.N Thompson. Subs used: Soma Smh, D 
HaB. C ate, J Shaw. 


Umpires: Ayman Amin (Egypt) and Htsham Kchany 

(Egypt). 
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Answers from page 45 
OUTEN 


(a) To extinguish, to put out United Stales dialect. M. K. Rawlings, South 
Moon Under, 1933: “Outen that light" 


PUNGY 

M A small boat used in oysterdredging. United States dialect W. 
ChurdiQL R. Carvel. 1899: “The rig ship was already sliding into the 
water as I leaped into my pungy." 


RJBSKIN 

(b) A leather apron worn by women for ribbing Qax. A covering for one’s 
ribs. Skdton. Elinor Rummyng. 1529: “They layde to pledge theyr 
whamwe. theyr rybskyn and theyr spyndelL" 


PUND1GRION 

(a) A pun. a quibble. Earlier form or derivative of pun. Southey. 


Omniana, 1812: “Many will lose their friend rather trim their jest or their 
quibble, pun or pundigruxi-" 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
1. RdS+! Qxd8; 2, Rxb7* Kc& 3. BB+ and male next move. 
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(cmj 


Condfflons 
Piste Ofl/p 


Rinsto 

resort 


Weather 

(5pm) 


Last 

snow 


ANDORRA 
ScWeu 


30 100 good crusty good 

ST 15af2 


AUSTRIA 

Obergurgl 


(Excellent sfcitop undsr surny sites; 


sun 

of 21 Bits open) 


t 16/12 


St Anton 


18/12 


18/12 


Schtadmfng 


son 


55 to good powder good doud 0 

(Pistes mostly good despite add worn patch; no queues) 

15 120 good heavy worn rain 2 

fPocvwealherbt/t snow good on higher runs) 

30 60 good varied fair doud 5 2ty12 

(Mostly good but kjwer pistes becoming wom) 

15 to fair varied dosed doud -1 18/12 

(Some pistes good, others varied; snow forecast/ 


FRANCE 

Alped'Huez 


Avorfaz 


LaPlagne 


Tignes 


40 100 good varied good doud 

(St# plenty of good skBng but some very thrj areas; 
45 to far varied fair doud 

(Skflng BrrSed in efiacf to fourmaft pistes! 

20 50 fair varied closed doud 

(Only glacier and one other pete open) 

15 100 good heavy art enow 

(Good piste skong on glacier maned by high winds) 
15 100 fair poor art doud 

(Some good skSrg ar affituefe; fcpwer runs vay wemj 
15 50 fair varied (air snow 

(Good snow on higher elopes; pistes uncrouded) 

SWITZERLAND 

VertK? 25 80 good varied worn doud 

(Good piste sfriro but Ratfighr. 19 of 38 Blt$ open) 
Zermatt 0 70 fcdr poor dosed ctoud 

(Very lew skiers about: glader good but poor visibility) 


2 17/12 


0 18/12 


5 18/12 


2 20/12 


Valffbere 


6 18/12 


ValTharena 


-2 20/12 




John Bryant 
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Source: Ski Club of Great Britain. L - lower slopes; U - upper, art - artificial. 
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T ALK RADIO 


440m Mark Grffiths 840 Mck Bafley 
640 Hatty Kafiy- 1240 Susannah 
Stotoris 240pn Concato 340 Jamie 
Crfdc&opNewalgh! 640 Sonata 740 
Tha Ttavel Glide 640 Evening Concert 
1040 Michael Mappin IJJOem Saiy 
Petareon -r • 


'.T> 


640ani Santy Wan 740 Simon Bates 
1040 Jonathan King 1200 Tommy 
Boyd 240pm Anna Raeburn 440Soott 
Chisholm and Lowrl Tumor 740 Sean 
Bdger 640 Moz Dee 1040 James 
Whale 1 j60446wii Ian Coftns - 


VIRGIN RADIO 


640am. Ruto.-’n' Jono 940 Richard 
Skinner 1240 Grahan Dene 440pkn ' 
FBtity Home 740 Pai- Coyte 1040 > ' 
Mark Fon^t i 2J10-64tterti Rctoiri Bais 


RADIO 3 


640am On Air, wfth Penny Gate.' 
Rossini (Overture. The 9Bren 
Ladder): TchEflajisty ' 
-(Fantasy Overture, Romeo 
and Jufiet); 6L28 Symphony 
Series: Mozart (Symphony No 
36 in C, Linz); 745 CoreBI 
{Sonata in F. Op 5 No 4); 
Amotd (Clarinet Sonatina); 
Chopin (Wafizin A minor. Op 
34 No 2); Handel (Chandos 
Anthem No 4.0 sing unto the 
Lord a new song) 

9l 00 Morning Collection with 
Paul GarabaccM. Poulenc 


1240 


8): Beethoven (CeBo 
Sonata in C); Chopin (Plano 
Conoerto No 1 in E mtooc) 
1040 Mustek Encounter*. 

Atotoonl (Trumpet Concarto in 
Q; Pwcefl (Bir&xJay Ode, 
Wio can from joy refrain?); 
VIM Artist of Ihe Week: 
Martin Roscoe .piano, plays 
George Lkwd (Piano 
Concato No 1. Scapegoat): 
Tchaikovsky (The Sleeping 
Beauty, excerpts) 

Composer of the Week: 
Zetenka (Laudato Domlnum; 
Trio Sonete No 3 In B fiat 
Psalm 150. Chvafte Boha 
sfineho); Quantr (Concerto in 
G for flue, oboe and 
continue); Zalenka (Psalm 
113, Inrodtu Israel) . 

140pm British Opera Ma t ine e: 
Death bt Venice. English 
Chamber Orchestra under 
Steuart Bedford perfbnns 
Benjamin Briton s swansong, 
based on Hie story by 
Thomas Marm. With Peter 
Pears, John Shlriey QUric and 
James Bowman 
340 Brtrt Lhros.The untimaty 
death of Thomas Unley the 
younger In 1778 has been 


' described as one of the • 
greatest tosses that I 
music has suffered] . 

4^5 The BBC Orchestras 

Scottish Symphony Or ch es tra 
under Alexander Gibson 
performs Bax (Tintapel); 
Sibefius (Lensninkamenand 
the Maidens of Saaf) (r) 

540'nw Music tfacNne. Sr 
JohnMandueti, Stephen 
Cteobuy and Fritz Spiagl 
choose thair musical likes '' 
and disiScBs 

5.15 In Tuna. David Owen Norite - 
and Ian Stewart author of v 
. Does God Play Dice?. . •" 

: 'Consider the numerbJogical 
aspirations ot composes . 

740 Amsterdam Mahler 
Festival. The third of 15 
concerts. The Netherlands 
Radio Choir and fie Ftoyal 
Conoartgsbouw Ochestia. 
under Bernard Haitink 
perform Symphony No 2, 
Resurrection 

440 Cfnema 100: The Dram. 
Project The producer 
Stephen Woofisy late about 
his uitimala fantasy Hm (3/4) 

940 Not the Nine Lcctors end . 
Carota. See Choice . . 

1045 Mght Waves In Las Vegas. 
Tony Palmer on the city's new 
r all th 





emphasis on hm for all the 


1140-1240am The BBC 

Orc h estr a s. BBC Concert 
Orchestra; Geoffrey Mtehed 
Choir under Barry' 


■65 Sv, 


I works by Gustav 
Holst. Including Chrfet Hath a 
jn and The 


Garden and The Coming of 
Christ; Hecuba's Lament is 
aungby themaazo Calhwine. 
Wyn-Rogere; Alan Bush (Piere 
Ploughman's Day) 




RADIO 4 


em Shipping Forecast (LW 

OTty) 646 News Briefing, b 
8.03 Weather 8.10 Fanrarn 


546am: 

—i ind 

i Weather 8.101 
Today 6JS5 Prayer for the I 
640 Today, tod 640.740. 
740.840,840 News 645, 
745 Weather 745,845 
Sport 745 Thought for the 
Day 840 Yesterday in 
Partament 848 Weather 
New* 9.9S The Moral Maze 
10.00-1040 News; King Street 
Junior (FM only). School 

J only) 

10.15 Those Giorfous Songs of . 



.introduced 
by Jenni Murray. Short stay 
BodricArows. by E. Annie 
Proutx 
1140 F rom Our Own 
Correspondent 
1240 News; You and Votes 
T2J2Spm Wordy Wise. Peter 
Hobda^ctairs (he pand 

columnist Lyons and: . 

Graham Norton 1245 
Weather 
140 The World at One 
140 Ths Arcbars (rt 145 
Shfopirro f=orecast 
240 News; Seated wHh a Kiss, 
tw Peirick Cumper. Joetfte ■ 
«mon plays EHan. a romantic 
novefat on a country retresa, 
who is (om between two . . 
neighbours. With Done CroS 
3.00 Nsws; The Aftemoen SWfl ■ 
me story of howIfflO 
artpbuflders spent Christmas ■' 
1968 on board the OE? •• 

44° News 445 Kaleidoscope. 

Proti Allen Vteits the Playhouse 
to Norwich, and there 1$ a 
t of the season's . 
ton radio • - 


445 The 
Dooms, 

Read by 

5.00 PM, wim Chris Lowe arid 
Nigel Wrench 540Shipping 
Forecast 545 Weather . 

640 Six O'clock Hen640 Old 

Henry's Game. A comedy 
series by finefy HarriUton: ¥«i 
Andy Hamilton and Janes' ’.. 
Grout (5/6) 

740 News 7.05 The Archers, r, 

7 Wish Me Luck as You Wtvs 
Ms Goodbye. Harry 
Thompson 

. took at the_ 

8.00 H.G. Wa&Kttw 
Author. Brian 
that Wefts widened 
catchment** of the Erigfigh; •' 
nowdM 

848 Shelf Lives: Perrier. Mgef > 
r ithe8Wty.Gf#W^ ,' t 
lytyer'srtee,' ~ 
rebirth • r /.J 

9.00 Does He Tsks Sugty7 -Rw> .. 

-ackws.and-aolhbt,, 



• -■ 




Britain ., 

940 Kateidoscops ( 1 ) 946; ’ T ., 

Weatoer. 

1040The Wortd TobigW, ^ . ; -- 

■-•QwaftBennetJoneS- j.rf.Vr. --- 

10^5Book at Berfame: Tb* Go- - v •> r t 

BstWeen.byLP.ftofie^:; •>;. g Ja >- :■., 

. Read&rJohnRawaB/wST: . . .. " 

1l40RtyBraAtMintroauoss-~. 

Tates ofthe Btasity,§Ge.; / ' i -.» 

'• • '-Choice-: ■: 

1140 Ad Ub. Robert Ro ffigo rr -. : 

1248 Shfophft^SSSjW V \ fOk - 


a*-., 


¥ ... -8,-yf ^ -T 4 E ! 1 

BtEOUENCY GUIDE. RADIO 1. FM - - 

904. RADIO 3. FM 904-92A RADIO 4. MW. •%£ ■/{ - 

720. RADIO 5 LIVE. MW 68% SSTwRLD-SBIVICfe. *ttV Sj & Ug ■- > 

V& (12.j«W45am). CLAS^C Riff.-FM : ; - 

1054: MW 1197. 1215. TALK-RADIO UK. 'MW1DS3, 1089.T »l syMpii j\ *£XK’ ! A 
1 itettngs cempBed_ by Pstif . ltetev ~r .- 

- i 


and radte 
Rosemary Smith 


and Susan -Thomson 


-fifr : v'. y.i- . s ^ ;■ .. - - .. 
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Documentaries good, mockumentaries bad 


M ock ye not" command¬ 
ed Frankie Howerd. 
But mocking — ye, me 
and anyone they can get their 
hands on — is what more and 
.more documentary makers are 
doing, as they trade in the tradi-' 
dona] tools of information and 
mvestigation for the quick fix of 
ntual humiliation. 

" The small ad placed by the 
researchers for last night’s Mod¬ 
ern Times: Man Seeks Woman 
(BBC2) should have read: “Want¬ 
ed, three gentlemen with experi¬ 
ence of dating agencies, n/s. gsoh. 
pic required, no oddballs." But 
that would have been for too dull 
for Susanna White, the director. 
“Wanted," she redrafted: "three 
lonely schmucks. keen an public 
ridicule, gsoh a disadvantage, pic 
required, the odder the better.” 

What she actually got was two 
schmucks and someone nursing a 
sinister secret, but that was good 
enough. So we met Pete, the Italian 


stallion of Slough — Pete the perv 
to his workmates at lire double- 
glazing firm. Peie the prat to the 
rest of us. Pete liked to live life in 
the fast lane. Fast cars and fast 
women were his dream. The fast 
forward button became mine. 

But that would have meant 
missing out on Simon -- late 
forties; drives a Reliant Robin: 
lives in a caravan next to his 
parents' bungalow; likes playing 
with his train set and listening to 
Status Quo. Dream date? 
Samantha Fox. Unusual features? 
A splendid pair of sideburns, that 
Mr Darcy would have given his 
eye teeth for. Actually it wouldn’t 
have been a bad swap. 

That left Robert. Robert who had 
the secret. Late forties again, good- 
looking in a Cliff Richard son of 
way, nobly bringing up his daugh¬ 
ters on his own, personable and 
quite prepared to share his first 
date with six children. Cast as he 
earlier had been as the token Mr 


Normal, the unveiling of Robert's 
secret provided a genuine surprise 
towards the end of a film I still 
wasn't convinced I should have 
been watching. 

Robert used to be a villain. 
"Burglaries, shop-breaking, car 
theft, firearm offences, robber¬ 
ies ... But these days 1 don’t even 
drop litter." We never did learn 
what Gina (pretty, mother of four) 
made of Robert's confession, but 
up until then dungs had been 
going well. 

W hich is more than could 
be said for Pete and 
Simon. Pete, having dis¬ 
played a disturbingly persistent 
interest in a naval nurse's uniform 
on their first dale, was back in rhe 
twilight world of the serial fanta¬ 
sist As for Simon, he was. in die 
immortal words of Gilbert 
O'Sullivan, alone again — natural¬ 
ly. Having been rejected by two 
women. Simon was back in his 


REVIEW 

s : 

Matthew 

Bond 


caravan, trading lonely air-guitar 
licks with Rick Parfitt The Status 
Quo track being belted out was 
Dear John. 1 wondered who chose 
it — Simon, or the director? 

■ No such concerns, however, 
with Edward Mirzoeff, who as 
executive producer brought the full 
deference he traditionally reserves 
for matters royal to bear on 
Britannia (BBC1). It was a timely 
bit of bowing and scraping — after 


HMS Brilliant. In the Company 
of Men and Redcaps the Corpora¬ 
tion’s standing with the Armed 
Forces is said to be distinctly 
tarnished. But by the end of this, 
like everything else on the Royal 
Yacht, it gleamed. 

This was documentary-making 
as it used to be. giving us access to 
something we would not normally 
see — an all-decks view of the only 
ship to have a line of 24-carat gold 
leal down its side rather than a 
name. No one was held up to 
ridicule or stitched up by clever 
editing and, blow me. there was 
even a narrator. I had almost 
forgotten what they were. 

Statistics rained down on us — 
85 state visits. £10 million a year to 
run. 250 crew. 52 cabins. 22 00 
toilet rolls, umpteen pots of 
Brasso... someone had done a lot 
of counting. The problem is. of 
course, the sums do not add up. 

Catrine Clay, the producer, gave 
the officers and crew ample oppor¬ 


tunity to wax devotedly eloquent 
over their ageing charge. “People 
invariably say she is the most 
beautiful ship they’ have ever 
seen." said one. Even the Duke of 
Edinburgh had a go. but only after 
planting a royal smacker on the 
Queen’s regally preferred cheek. 
“We were involved from the begin¬ 
ning: arranging the design, tar¬ 
nishing. equipping, hanging the 
pictures. It’s really rather a wrench 
to see her go.” 

T he nearest we got to subver¬ 
sion. in a film that 1 suspect 
may yet influence the Royal 
Yacht's future, was Oz. the reluc¬ 
tant but relaxed ship’s florist, who 
had picked up his flower arrang¬ 
ing skills on the job. “I just put the 
green stuff in first and then the 
colours. Should go down well." 
Like everything eke in this classi¬ 
cally crafted gem. it did. 

Further evidence that all is not 
lost for documentary-making was 


provided by Do Vampire Bats 
Have Friends? (Channel -l). The 
answer to the title is yes. but 
unpleasant ones. Bats that have 
managed to feed successfully, feed 
those that have not by the neat 
party trick of regurgitating blood. 
Someone spent five years of their 
life finding that out 
But the reaj question was. do 
they know they are bats? The hunt 
for animal self-awareness was the 
theme of Christopher Sykes’s gen¬ 
uinely thought-provoking film and 
the general conclusion was bad 
news for anyone wrapping 
presents for little fiddles. “! think 
it will be very difficult for some 
people to accept" warned one 
ethnologist (now there's a word 
you don't see on your television 
every day), “because it will mean 
they have over-endowed these 
charming creatures with mental 
lives." Never mind, do they know 
it’s Christmas? Do they know 
they're cats? 


6 . 00 am Business Breakfast (55247) 

; $Sj\ 7 jOO BBC Breakfast News (34548624) 

9.05 The Stone Protectors fr) (8427860) 9UJ0 Charlie 
Brown and Snoopy Show (i) (4173605) 9-50 
■3_ _ Plngu (r> (3883518) ' 

r iOOONews (Ceelax) (7510191) 

10.05 Cant Cook, Won’t Cook (s) (4038222) 10.30 
•V.- Good Morning with Anne and Nick (s) (57537) 
18.00 News (Ceetax) (8387773) 12.05pm Pebble 
£ MW Big Band Special (s) (55336051 

* 7 . 1250 Regional News and weather (64472150) 

. v^ fjMOm.O'Clock News (Ceelax) and weather (34605) 
•V’" 130 Neighbours (Ceefax) (s) (96922599) 1.50 The 
Hying Doctors (Ceetax) (s) (8763105) 235 
. Memorial to Lockerbie (5388266) 3.05 

V Timekeepers (s) (6519228) 

^ 330 Moomtn (1353402) 3.55 Monster Cafe (s) 
: (3583711) 4.10 The Animals of Farthing Wood 

(Ceefax) (s) (1640334) 

- 4J35 Smart (Ceetax) (s) (1911063) 

1, 5 -OQ Newsrotmd (Ceefax) (33455701 

5.10TKd Biz. Last in the series about the fortunes of 
children who attend the Markov School of Dance 
and Drama. (Ceefax) (s) (8710599) 

.3 5.35 Neighbours, (r) (Ceefax) is) (876131) NORTHERN 
IRELAND: 5.35 Inside Ulster 

BJttSix tfCloek News (Ceefax) and weather (624) 
&30ftegjonal News magazines (976) NORTHERN 
BfflLAND: 6.30 Neighbours 685 On the Way to 
Bethlehem 658 Inside Ulster News 
7M Tq» of the Pops (Ceefax) (s) (7841) 

730 EastEndera. (Ceelax) (s) (860) 

; &00The Detectives. Thicker Than Water (Ceefax) (s) 

V • ...(3889) 



Doting grandparents Keith and Gaunt (B_30pm) 

830 fWWSPffl Next of Kin. Christmas special. (Ceefax) 
HSBbM (s) (5624) 

MO Nine O’clock News (Ceefax) (6334) 

330 Roughnecks. Final episode in the series about a 
North Sea oilrig. (Ceefax) (s) (398063) 

1020 FILM: Carry On Columbus (1992) with Jim Dale. 
Alexei Sayte. Julian Clary, Rik Mayall, Leslie Phillips 
and June WhiffleU. to name but a few. Continuing 
the Carry On Christmas season with the story of 
: Christopher Columbus, oft on his historic voyage 
with the surviving Carry On crew. Directed by Gerald 
Thomas (Ceefax) (5547518) WALES: 10.20 The 
Slate (600570) 10.55 Film: Carry On Cokxnbus 
(3549421) 1225am The Rolling Stones Stripped 
(2239822) 1.20 Film: Five Card Stud (214803) 330 
News headlines and weather (91594006) 

11.50 gramm The Bolling Stones Shipped. The 
HHi Stones in concert (s) (293624) 

1245 RLM: Five Card Stud (1968) With Dean Martin and 
Robert Mltchum; A card sharp is lynched by his 
fellow card players (or cheating; the members ol trie 
lynch party die one by one. Directed by Henry 
- Hathaway (684533? 

22Sam Weather (8651342) NORTHERN IRELAND: 
2£8 Inside Lteter News - 


VARIATIONS 


7.00am Breakfast News (Signed) (9808808) 

7.15 Lassie (i) (2500624) 7.40 Albert the 5th 
Musketeer (r) (Ceefax) (7422266) 8.05 Blue Peter 

(r) (Ceelax) (s) (2883841) 8.35 The Record (s) 
17223247) 9.00 Arctic Odyssey (3000228) 9.50 
Brilliant Gardens (r) (3874860) 10.00 Pteydays (r) 

(s) (5488763) 

10.25 FILM: Angel Square (1990) A Canadian seasonal 
tale directed by Anne Wheeter. (Ceelax) (s) 
(65951889) 

12.05pm The Angel and the Soldier Boy (r) (5188247) 
12~30 The Legend of Loehnagar (r). (Ceelax) 
(79131) 1.00 Mefvin and Maureen's Musfc-a- 
Grams (48648334) 1.15 Traditions of Christmas 
(26817570) 

1.20 Family Apart Child abduction (44229624) 1.50 
Understanding Cats (15286315) 2.05 Carols 
from Devon in Buckfast Abbey (r) (76574334) 
2 - 10 mU Mora Secret Gardens Castte Tor. 

Torquay. Devon (69005711) 

2-20 FILM: A Christmas Story (1983) (Ceefax) 
(291334) 335 News (Ceetax) (9382131) 

4.00 Today's the Day (s) (889) 4.30 Ready, Steady, 
Cook (s) (773) 5.00 The Oprah Winfrey Show 
(Ceefax) (s) (5086860) 5.40 Miss-Takes (841570) 
6.00 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine (Ceetax) (si 
(787605) 

645 Rocky Star (b/w). Science-fiction spoof (646353) 
650 Close Up. Screenwriter and director Paul Schrader 
selects a scene from Robert Bresson's Pickpocket 
(s) (366605) 

7JJO Waiting for God. (r). (Ceefax) (s) (871T) 

7.30 First Sight (402) NORTHERN IRELAND: 7.30 
Sceal Dha Chistin 7.35 Now You're Talking: 
WALES: 7.30 Dad s Army: EAST: 7.30 Matter of 
Fact; MIDLANDS: 7.30 Midlands Report; NORTH, 
NORTH-EAST, NORTH-WEST: 7.30 Close Up 
North; SOUTH: 7.30 Southern Eye; SOUTH¬ 
WEST: 7.30 Close Up; WEST: 7.30 Close Up West 
8.00 Public Eye: Exorcists. (Ceefax) (s) (4131) 

030 Top Gear. (Ceefax) (s) (32661 
jPJOThe Ghostbnsters of East Finchley Last in the 
series. (Ceefax} (s) (4976) 

9 JO The Young Ones. (r). (Ceefax) (99995) 


CHOICE 




Animated version of a surreal cartoon (104>0pm) 

lO-OOSBflfy frg j Gary Larson’s Tales From the Far 
EawEgfra Side, (s) (61624) 

10.30 New an lgfi t with. Kirsty WarK. (Ceelax) (952605) 
11.15 Weather (685711) 

11.20 FILM: Colors (1988) starring Sean Penn and 
Robert Duvall. (Ceefax) (86487082). Ends at 

1.25am 


VkfaoPfcH;* and the video PtusCodea 
The rwrtbars neu to men TV urugratren b fesre Video FYECode' 
rentiers. uteeft akr* you id proanOT* ycu video recorder moot* rest 
BVkk*sP1iK+ ■ hanffaffl. WcteofVis* cnibeuaedwehrrMMiddxr- Tepn 
tv Video PUsCode tar tne propamine ycu woh u ncod. For nore 
(Maes cs* VUeoPtot on 0639 (T 12 W (cede eosl Xpfrrm e»wap we. 
■J8aVr«n akottar femosi or «rte»WdootiiB*. Acnnex Ud. S lw»y House. 
PtoUEtarM h).L ondon SWT 1 3TN tUeople* |-J. Pluecode f*i and 
Vldoo Propamm* are lrademarts ol Gumuar Devntopmer* Ud. 


Che Guevara, the truth behind the legend (C4, 9pm) 

Secret lives: CM Guevara 

Channel 4.9/J0pm 

How many student bedrooms have been adorned with 
the image of the ultimate revolutionary? Ch6 
Guevara's face has become as much a part of the 
iconography of the 20th century as James Dean or 
Elvis Presley. He is a fitting subject for this iconoclastic 
series which seeks lo puncture established reputations. 
According to Alex Anderson's documentary, the 
romantic revolutionary did not die in the Bolivian 
jungle at the hands of the Cl A as is generally assumed. 
Andersen also claims that the famous guerrilla 
strategies were often errors of judgment which Fidel 
Castro had to cover up. The programme uses home 
movies, rarely-seen archive material and key 
witnesses io sort out the man from the legend. 

Gary Larson's Tales From the Far Side 

BBC2.10.00pm 

Gary Larson’s syndicated cartoons, books and many 
merchandising spin-offs have made the American’s 
darkly surreal comic world a very familiar one. A 
distant relative of Charles Addams's morbid humour. 
Larson'S gift is for mutating the mundane into the 
monstrous. During the course of this largely wordless 
animated stream of vignettes we are introduced to a 
host of grotesque characters. There is the whisk- 
wielding fury of a housewife terrorising, two eggs 
innocently making out in a car. a grieving wolf 
watching home movies of his lost love and a rather 
unusual version of Moby Dick. Like all of Larson’s 
[better 


work, it is a visual treat 


seen than described. 


The Rolling Stones — Stripped 
BBC 1.11.50pm 

“I’ve always said about Mick rhax he could work a 
coffee table or a postage stamp better than anyone." 
says Keith Richards in this nice little record of their 
recent small-scale venue tour. A filmed 
accompaniment to the live album (in the shops now- 
folks!) this is a series of excerpts from the rehearsals 
and live performances mainly consisting of stuff from 
Let it Bleed and Exile on Main Street. Shot in black 
and white and colour, die highlights include a desolate 
Wild Horses and Mick Jagger attempting to speak 
French. Broken up with little soundbites from the 
band, the film is a reminder of why the Rolling Stones 
have lasted so long. As Richards says, they are a great 
club band that just got bigger and bigger gigs. 

Next of Kin 
BBCl. 820pm 

When the first series of this sit-com was screened 
earlier there was some doubt as to whether die “sit” 
was a suitable subject for the “com". Penelope Keith 
and William Gaunt played a couple preparing to enjoy 
their retirement years when they were forced to take on 
their three grandchildren after the death of the 
children's parents. Yet the BBC has commissioned a 
second series, starting in the new year, and this 
Christmas special. Domestic disorder arises when 
reluctant carer Maggie (Keith) jumps at the chance of a 
temporary job running a smart restauranL 
Meanwhile. Andrew (Gaunt) takes over the school run 
and becomes rather too friendly with another woman, 
much to the dismay of the children. Oh. and there is a 
Nativity play in it as well. Frances Lass 


CARLTON 


6.00am GMTV (8345044) 9.25 The New Adventures of 
He-Man (r) (8432792) 950 Batman — The 
Animated Series (s) (1013570} 10.20 TIN News 

headlines (Teletext) (1110155) 

10.30 FILM: Living Free (1972) with Susan Hampshire 
and Nigel Davenport The sequel >o Bom Free Elsa 
the lioness dies, leaving behind three cubs. The 
Adamsons lace the daunting task ol training the 
cubs to survive in the wild Directed by Jack Courier 
(632317731 

12.10pm Warner Cartoon (r) (3033792) 12.20 London 
Today (Teletext) (8383957) 1250 UN Lunchtime 
News (Teletext) and weather (2141995/ 1255 
Home and Away (Teletext) (2126686) 125 
Emmerdale (r) (Teletext) (44215421) 155 A 
Country Practice (s) (96943082) 220 Behind the 
Palace Walls Royal Children (r) (s) (18891063) 
2.50 The Lady Killers (r) (Teletext) (5379518) 320 
fTN News headlines (Teletext) (8857605) 3.25 
London Today (Teletext) < 8856978) 

3.30 FILM: Dragonslayer (1981) with Peter MacNicoL A 
sorcerer's apprentice ts given the task ol slaying a 
dragon. Directed by Matthew Robbins (s) (519268) 

5.10 After 5 with Caron Keating (Teletext) (2238976) 

5j 40 ITN Early Evening News (Teletext) and weather 
(140353) 

5.55 Your Shout Viewers opinions (779173) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (Teletext) (792) 

6.30 London Tonight (Teletext) (604) 

750 Emmerdale. Frank is righting for his lile (Teletext) 
(2537) 



■ ■* . . 
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Ian Woosnam swings Into action (750pm) 


750 Peak Per f o rma nc e . Fairway to Heaven Analysis 
of Ian Woosnam's swing (Tetetexf) (s) (228) 

850 The Blit Drop Greig investigates a young boy's 
death after a burglary With Andrew Mackintosh. 
James Kennedy and Jane Wheldon (Teletext) 
(8957) 

8.30 Michael Barrymore’s My Kind of People 

Amateur talent (Teletext) (s) (4632) 

9.00 FILM: Alien Nation (1988) with James Caan and 
Mandy Paiinkln. Sci-fi thriller set In the not too 
distant future, when aliens have settled on Earth. An 
alien and a Los Angeles cop uncover evidence of a 
plot which will destroy both their species. Directed 
by Graham Baker. Continues after the news 
(Tetefexl) (s) (4228) 

10.00 News at Ten (Teletex)) and weather (58150) 

10.30 London Tonight (Teletext) (615792) 

10.40 Allen Nation (conclusion) (224334) 

1150 Big City. London guide (s) (912247) 

11.55 The 1995 World Music Awards (r) (s) (308266) 
155 FILM: Lambada — The Forbidden Dance (1988). 
With Lisa Herring and Jett James A princess from 
the Amazonian rainforest travels lo Los Angeles to 
take part in a lambada contest. Lamentable cash-in. 
directed by Graydon Clark (s) (832358) 

3.40am The Big Race Special. Two teams on a four- 
month drive from London to New York (7213358) 
5.00 Dead Men's Tales (55700) 

5.30 fTN Morning News (94006) Ends at 6.00 


CHANNEL4 


655am Ulysses 31 (1852841) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (24228) 

9.00 Saved By The Bed (r) (Teletext) (8428599) 

955 Babylon 5: Soul Hunter (r> (Teletext) (s) (3021711] 
1050 California Dreams (r) (2639957) 10.45 Biker Mice 
From Mars (5891711) 

11.10 Moric and Mindy (r) (7218537) 11.40 Dog City (r) 
(s) (4403599) 12.00 Creepy Crawlers (r| (s) 
(7235529) 1250pm Heckle and Jeckle [8381599) 
1250 Sesame Street (31624) 1.30 The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz (36008995) 

155 Ginger Nutt’s Christmas Circus (27982179) 2.00 
Bottom's Dream(6£001995) 

2.10 FILM: Monkey Business (1952). Comedy starring 
Cary Grant as a scientist in search ol a drug to halt 
the ageing process. With Ginger Rogers and 
Marilyn Monroe. Directed bv Howard Hawks 
(766063) 

4.00 Think Tank (Teletex!) (s) (957) 

4.30 Fifteen to One (Teletext) (s) (B41) 

5.00 Ricki Lake (Teletest) (7829624) 

5.45 Terrytoons (147266) 

650 Home Improvement. American comedv series 
(Teletext) (s) (334) 

650 New Gamesm aster presented by Dominik 
Diamond and Patrick Moore (s) (686) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (992995) 

750 Beastly Christmas: The X Mas Fries Lieutenant- 
Colonel Duncan Green, ol Battersea Dogs Home, 
narrates William Wegman's canine Cinderella 
(952711) 

8.00 Hands Up (Teletext) (6599) 

850 Sophie's Meat Course: Game Sophie Grigson 
shows how to spatchcock a quajJ(Teletext) (8334) 
9.00 Secret Lives: Ch6 Guevara (Teletext) 

(s) (5570) 



Michael Palin and Maggie Smith (10.00pm) 

10.00 FILM: A Private Function (1984). Alan Bennett’s 
corrtedy ol social climbing and clandestine livestock 
In ration-stricken postwar Britain Starring Michael 
Palin. Maggie Smith and Denholm Elliot Directed by 
Malcolm Mowbray. (Teletext) (366995) 

11.45 Apache Goes Indian Apache Indian concludes 
his controversial look al Bombay (Teletext) (s) 
(524286) 

1250am Beastly Christmas; One Are ratal, Some 
Animals French documentary following the 
metamorphosis ol the Zoological Gallery of I he 
National Museum of Natural History in Fan's 
(3973532) 

155 FILM: Nightmare Alley (1947) starting Tyrone 
Power, playing against matinee Idol type, as an 
unscrupulous fairground barker who cons his way 
as a mind-reader but then turns to drink and ends 
up alone as a circus freak. Surprisingly strong stcxy, 
well told. With Coleen Gray and Joan Blondell. 
Directed by Edmund Goulding (931087) 

355 Rawhide (b/w) (5111261) 

455 The World of Hammer Peter Cushing (r) 

(8257342). Ends at 450 
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rffIGUA ' • 

w* London wmpt 10- IOwn Fan: H» 
□earn ol trte incradtta HA ( 969060 44) 
1£20pm-1£30 Anflia News ■ (83839571 
12JU Emmadate P126886) 155-155 
Home and Away (44215421) Z2O350 
Father DowOng Investigates (42B05G81 3JB 
Anglia News ©856076) aao The Bg Race 
Special (14537) SUM Warner Canaan 
(3370366) 6.10-5.40 Shorttand Street 

(2238978) 625 Anglia Weather (820191) 
63O7J00 Anglia News (604) 10JO-1CMO 
Anglia News (8157921 11^0 Prisoner Ce» 
Block H {2l02fib) 1220am The 1995 Wood 
Music Awards {366464} ZStOFOm: Trlcte of 
the Tract (321613) 3^5 On the Live-Side 
(57451280) 4.10 The Beat <2723193) 

CENTRAL • 

As London except 2JO340 High Hoad 
(5379518) 5.10-5.40 Shontend Street 

(2238078) 625-TJtO Central News, and 
Weetne* (141501) 11J0-115S Tales trom 
the Ciypt (912247) 5j00am .Arian Eye. 
(55700) - 

GRANADA 

As London aoBMpfc 10JO-12-20 FSnr A 
Message from HoBy 49BM8044) 12*5-1 JS 
Shorttand Street (212668*9 1.25 Home end 
Amy (88188773) 1A MmdQr. She W rote 
(8724131) 230-3JZ0 6mwrdBle-(537B5T8) 

5.10- 6.40 A Coudiy. Practice. (2238976) 
&25-7X0 Granada ToragM (141501) 11J0 
Coach <33059$ 11A5-T1J5 Eutee the 
Gtacfierer 1288951) 

HTV WEST 

As London except; 12J5 Siralland Street 
(5450957) 14W Coronation. Street 
(44216150) 220420 Magntan (4280^9) 

5.10- 5.40 A Country Practice (223B87B) 
&30-7AO.HTV News (604) 1fJ0-11« 
Tales tram the Oypl /912247) - 

HTV WALES 

As HTV WEST accept: &30-7.OO WEtee 
(604) 7J0AOO Wa)as This Waek 
1030-1040 KTV Wales Ham and 
■mather (515792) 1L20-11AS Peak Barior- 
mance (912247) 

MERIDIAN 

As London excapfc 1025am Menton 
Nbuo and Yteathor (5381353) 1030 Fftn: 

Oeatti of the hoedbte Hufc (06806044) 

1Z2tom-i220 Meridan News and Wes- 
•fer (&89S7) 1255 EromeidaJa (2128686) 
125-155 Home Bid Away (44215421) 220 

Dkkanes Cwteai iis»loe^ 
a^WJO ShortJanri Srest (5379ST8) 325 
“adanNtwswid Weather (8856976)3^0 
Fmr. Piwocd (519268) 5.10 Home aid 
Awy(22M876) &374A0 Three Mnutos • 


CrtrresteppwB (H74S29I K00 Madden To- 
rigW (7SB) 6JO-7XW Anythng You Can Do 
4604) 1030-1040 Mandan Newe and 
Waatiisr (615782) 1120 Time Trax (210286) 
1220am The 19% World Wusio Awads 
(3684841 220 Flnr Trtcfcs ot the Trade 
(321613) 255 On the Uwi Stde 157451280) 
4.10 the Beal (2723193) 520 Freescraen 
(55700) ••' 

WESTCOUNTRY 
As London agreepC 10^0 Cartoon Time 
(1617860) 1040-1220 Fim: Jouney Back 
to Oz (63237957) 1255 Emmerdale 

(21268BQ128 Home and Away (44215421) 
1-55 Wish You Were Here,.? (36065044) 
. 223 A World ol Wonder (18809082) 280- 
320 A Country Practice @379518) 5.10- 
5140 Home and Am (2S38S7B) 660-7.00 
Westcantiy Live ®197B) 1120-11 & Short 
Stay CSnama (912247) 

YORKSHIRE 

As London except ItLZSam Calendar 
Maw and Wtethar ©381353) 1020 film: 
The Death ol thetncnecflblB Hufc (96906044) 
122fom-1220 Yorkshio- Calendar Nans 
and Weather / Sfcdate: NetworR North 
(8383957) 1225 Emmerdale ( 2126666 ) 
123-1^5 Home and Away (44215421) 220 
Yen Can Cook (18881063) 2JSO&2D Short- 
land Street (5379518) 325 YWkahare Ceterv 
dar - Horn / BBadale- Network North 
(8856976)' 230 Fin. Protocol (619288) 

5.10-5A0 Home and Away (223887^ &5S 
Calendar / Networir North (31304^ &30- 
7XX> Blockbusters (604) 1CL30-ttL«7 Calen¬ 
dar News and WBaSier (615792) 1120 
Prawner Cell Btock H S645B9). 1215am 
■ FArv: The Last Flng (630071) 200 Curiosay 
Kited the Cal: Live hum London (21CP6E7) 
3.06 filar Faces n the.Doric (8190551) *36 
Jobflnder (6348648) 

S4C . . 

Starter 7M The Big Breakfast. (24220) 9XW 
Saved By BdL The New Class (B428599) 
025 Babylon 6: Soul Hunter (3021711) 
1020 CsMbmia Dreams (2639957) 10A5 
Barer Mice From Mare (6691711111.10 Ucrfc 
And MM/ (7218537) 1iM Dog Ctiy 
(4400599) 1200 pm Equina* On Jupter 

(B3334) 1J» Slot MoShrin. T Chnflh (27315) 

IJONm-The LadyWera (97735112) 3.10 
Terrytoons (8858063) 3.15 Hidu Late 
12868624) 4J0 TWnk Tank (95 7t *30 The 
Rea) HoMay Show (841) SJ» 5 Pranp l*«d 
5 (9565) &30 Fltteen To One [421) MO 
Newyddlon (781806) 6.15 hteno (756660) 
7 A 0 Pobd Y CWH1617976) TJ5 Bacta HI 
O ■ Ma(3340e2) a» Cy* Heiri (BS90) 8J» 
film- The Last Entiwor (G690) R30 
Newydcton (8334) 400 Alfa: Cflrtwee 
Drwy'r DrytJi (9550179) 1235m The Last 
Europeans (7718B36) 


SATELLITE 


• For more comprehensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Vision sup¬ 
plement. published Saturday 
SKY ONE _ 

7-OOam The DJ Kat Show (83179) &00 
Powa' Bangers (9K334) 230 Press Vow 
Luck (95605) 9-00 Caul TV (86957) 9JQ 
Otxeh Wintrey (88805) 1030 CcncertraSon 
(75841) 11 JO SflBy Jessy Raphael (83996) 
1200 Jeopardy (99421) 1230pm Mildly 
Brown (159571 1-00 The Waltons 01452) 
200 Gerakto (36699) X00 Court TV (1666) 
230 Oprah Winfrey (8340889) 420 LVidm 
(1434975) 5JX) Star Trek. The Ned Genera¬ 
tion (5266) 200 The Simpsons (44CC| 630 
Jeopardy (8082) 7XW IAPD (6995) 730 
M*A*S*H (4266) 8-00 Due South (73995) 
9JJO The Comnsh (53131) 10.00 Star Trek 
The Next Genaraifon [53518) 11JX) Lawand 
Order (54860) 1200 Oawd Lenarmari 
(8942087) 1245m Untwjchabtos 

(6397938) 130 Rachel Gunn (28261) 200- 
64X1 Ht (78B26Z9) 

SKY NEWS _ . 

News on the lor. 

6.00am Smtse (9682353) 1030 ABC 
NqHfine (296266) 130pm CSS News 
(48228) 230 CSS News (23841) 330 
Beyond 2000 (54179) 5.00 Lh<e a Fine 
(51570) 630 Tonight (56334) 830 World, 
vnde Report (949353) 1130 CBS News 
(240631 1230m ABC News (50358) 130 
Tomatt (13648) 230 Newsmaker (B0445) 
330 Beyond 2000 (85900) 430 CBS News 
(33990) 630430 ABC News (45754) 

SKY MOVIES _ 


BJXtan Showcase (68112) 830 Blood on 
the Moon (1048) (50179) 10LO0 To My 
Daughter (19 91} (19773) 1200 Mm 
Appeal (1984) (33402) 230pm Stdppy 
and the Hnidm (19to) (47570) 430 At 
Lom Last Lm (1975) (6470) 630 To My 
DauMlter (1991) (97098599) 7.40 US Top 
Ton (241062) 200 Jack Reed: Badge or 
Honour fl»3) 170179) 1030 Wri In- 
etkict (1993) (3K06) 1 130 Ctesa to Eden 
(199Z) (204976) 130am Shanghai Sur- 
prlra (ISMf (62475B; Z3S Worth Wtadng 
(1990} (488464) 436430 Blood an the 
Mean (1946) (6360990) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD_ 


430pm Suspicion (1941) (£1121 630 
Easter Parade (1948) (30223) 830 Freud 
{1962 [3577311030To Lite and Dla In LA 
(1985) (28995) 1SJJO Patton (1970) 
(5029B64B) 250430am BadmwYs Corat- 
try (1958) (1014822) 


THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

630am Once Upon a Honeymoon (1942) 
(900621 830 Scooby-Doo and the Retuc- 
tant Wtirareod 141421) 1030 Spider-Man: 
WotfpadcTThe KHcnood Haunting (1973) 
(17315) 1200Tha Mudbrir (1950) (31044) 
200pm RfaoMto (1993) (45112) 430 
Robinson Crusoe (1972) 140179) 630 Zoo 
Robbery (1973) (8976) 630 Heart and 
Souts (1993) [65976) 830 Tha Naked Gun 
33 1/3: Tha final Imutt (1994) (93421) 
930 The Mmte Shore (11131) 1030 Tha 
Dark Had (1902) (52731570) 1205am The 
Red Shoe Dfarie* No 5: Weekend Pass 
(1993) (1361984) 135 Mo’ Money (1992) 
(453990) 3.10-440 After MMMgM (1909) 
(77600735) 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

Sky Movies Goto from 10pm to 4am. 
630em Umbreila Tree (45206773) 630 
Muppel Babies (33290112) 730 Winnie tire 
Pooh (36053570) 730 Dictates (36072805) 
830 Chip h'Dale (204354021630 Wonder¬ 
land [29434773] 930 Fraggle Roc* 

E945B353) 930 Pboh Comer (63273957) 
1030 Dixnbo (33214792) 1030 Quack 
Attack (29454637) 1130 Waft Drarey 
(36091353) 1200 Srtod (2944 S869) 
1230pm Tha Torirebons (632777731 130 
Faere Ttfe Thertie (63272228J 230 Won¬ 
derland (70001063) 230 Umtrela Tree 
(62099421) 330 Freggks Rock (70060570) 
330 Mnnle tire Pooh (62001266) 430 
Oueck Attack 162060773) 430 DucUales 
(62086S67) 5.00 Chip 'rf Dale (7D09Z31S| 
530 Danger Bay (62000537) 630 Tarzan 
(520901501630 Drosauts (62081402) 7.00 
People (68163537) 830-1030 FILM- Two 
Tickets to Broadway (68143773) 

EUHOSPOHT _ 

73flren EquBStiartem (1EC1044) 835 Ski¬ 
ing (98567624) 1030 EwosH 135608) 1130 
SWing (78773) 1.00pm Chess (63179) 230 
Sking 167731 230 Snooker (14860) 430 
Oflicad (36353) 530 Sking (1SD631 630 
News 19976) 7.00Aerobes (95131) 830 Pro 
Wresting ill 1791 B30Bonng (91315) 10-00 
Ores 1944CO 1130 Go# (E0483 1230- 

1230am Eiaosport News (84667) 

SKY SPORTS _ ■ 

730am Come (666661 730 Hacmg News 
(1242!) 830 Wresting Superstars (13334) 
930 Aerobics (1122BI 930 Soccer Maga¬ 
zine (39112) 1030 Rugby 1716861 1030 
Molcnport (20421) 1200 Aerobics Cc Style 
(24792) 1230pm BaskfiteaU (863334) 330 
Dreg Racing Prewnr (58112! 430 Speed 
and Beauty (3179) 430 h-bne Skasng 
£053) 530 Wresting Action Zona (4792] 
630 Cenae (20S8) 630 Rugby Unren (4808) 



Fred Astaire stars In Easter 
Parade (Movies Gold, 630pm) 


730 Tghl Lines (895518) 735 Centre 
(124976) 830 Ice Wanton, (97560) 1030 
Sports Centre (25421) 1030 Tight Lares 
121*21) 1130 Musefe NigM (535891 
1230am Rugby Unon (58706) 1.00 Ice 
Wantons (73735) 330330 Centra (30532) 


SKY SPORTS 2 


730am Rugby (8332596) 8.00 Nesbusters 
(6345063) 1030 God. Times Corporate 
Chafenga 16324570) 1130 The Ri>£& Club 
(7826583) 1200-1.00pm Karate (8537290) 

SKY TRAVEL _ 

1130am Globetrotter (11401311 1130 9d 
Perfect (114)860) 1230 Dtsccwei Your 
Weald (2853518) 1230pm Pierre Freney 
(2126B05) 130 Around tire Wbrld (9756464) 
130 Travel Gitide (2125976) 2.00 SU 
Special (90190821 330 Getaway (4138402) 
330430 Boomerang (282071 1| 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm Tsanc — Death d a Dream 
(4149518) 630-730 Oography (2134624) 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

130am Swarnp Thtig (1263193) 130 Ray 
Bradbury Theatre (85859901230430FILM 
The Andromeda Sinan (29231931 


930am Christmas a Horrre (9983711) 930 
Strop* Dekcmuc (1809792) 1030 H's a Vers 
trie (8160792) 1030 Jaft-rts (9989995) 
1130 Only Hunan (1405063) 12.00 General 
Praace (99702471 1230pm Jrmry's 

(1810B0B) 130 SanpN Deftdoua (14161791 
130 Chnstrrres ra Home (1819179) 230 WU 
ft Hurt? (7884686) 230 Savaged (6430266) 
330 Ammal Magnrawn (7896421) 330- 
430 ft's a Vet's L4e (8435711) 

UK GOLD _ 

730am Angels (1419266) 730 Naghbours 
(1496777) 830 Sons and Daughters 
(9979518) 830 EostEndeit (9978889) 930 
The B4 (9952841) 930 The Sutivarre 
(IBOi ISO/ 1030 At Creatures Greal and 
Small 11494957) 1130 Dates (1407421) 
1230 Sons and Daughters (9972605) 
1230pm Neighbours (1812206) 1.00 East 
Enders (1418537) 130 The BVI (1611537) 
230 The Sulrwans (66399113) 236 Are You 
Bang Saved? 13992421) 330 Angels 
(78051791 330 Eldorado (8404841) 430 
Mha Marple (95739570) 536 Larry Gray¬ 
son’s Generation Game (41056880) 6.15 
Kenny's Corrac Cute (6296976) 635 Easi- 
Enders (2848624) 730 Eldorado (7880880) 
730 Tan (8420889) 830 George And 
Maarad (7806806) 630 Wha a Cany Ore 
(7885315) 930 Under (5247824) 1030 The 
BC (6095537) 1036 Classic Sport (1819976) 
1135 KYIV (2373860) 12.15am ft Who 
(8905377) 12A5 FLM: Memphis (2271822) 

2.15 Srwppfeg at (tight 

TCC _ 

6.00am Artrnatod Classic Showcase 
(B146137) 635 Tiny and Crew [16452471 
730 Barney (40B89) 730 Heppiy Ev« Alrer 
(52624) 830 Earthworm .lm (50131) 830 
Eak the CM (594CG) 030 Garfield (73062) 
930 Where's Waly? (6426811030 Skeleton 
Wamors (13247) 1030 Barwiech (79266) 
1130 Ads Time Travellers (20353) 1130 
The Batwmsfs' Club (21082) 1200 Art 
Attack (32287451 12.1Sptn ftsh ol toe Day 
14173334) 1230 No Naked Flames (64204) 
1.00 Heartbreak (14709) too The Tick 
(5063) 230 Ready or htot (4247) 330 Srawt 
Valley (4570) 330 Hang Tnre (&7SZ) 4.00 
Caltomia (5S99) 43CFS30 Madison (Hill 

NICKELODEON _ 

630am Blue (63782) 630 Count Dudaia 
(68976) 730 Baiftok (1402518) 7.05 Hero 
Turtles (3433957) 7AS Rugttfs (635745) 

8.15 Doug (139599) 835 Rocte (524BM7) 
930 Aftim (28470) 830 Pee-Wee (600B2J 
1030 Banaia Sanctach (16247j 1130 
Chridrert's BBC (29711| 1230 ttodn 
(22334) 1230pm Real Monsleis (31570) 


1 30 Shp to Swre (50529) 130 Mghty Max 
(30841) 230 Speed Racer (9247) 230 
Galaxy High School (7911) 330 Cora* 
Doekula (1082) 330 Utttesl Pel Shop (2686) 
430 Haro TunteM4421»430 Rugrats (7155) 
5.00 Clansso (3529) 530 fish and CWps 
and TechNRk (1957) 6.00 Doug (1570) 630 
Are You MrettP (5150) 730 Fish and Chips 
0063) 730330 Nancy Drew (1334) 

DISCOVERY _ 

4.00pm Driving Passons (8421518) 430 
Voyager (8410402) 530 The Blue Revduton 
(7887773) 6.00 fevention (8431995) 630 
Beyond 2000 (1359773) 730 Beer, Die 
Pharaoh's Liquid Goto (8411131) 330 
Wonders ol Weatfrer (7B97150) 830 Ultra 
Soence (7883957) 9.00 Blood and Honour 
(186E&39I 930 Science Detect**; 

(1890044) 1030 Arthur C. CJarke (5248353) 
11.00 Top Marques (18610441 1130-1230 
Special Forces (616^76) 

BRAVO _ 

12.00 RLM Mckelodeon (8177082) 230pm 
Danger Man (6165247) 330 Scotiand Yard 
(7M0247) 330 Man (rom Interpol 18439537) 
4.00 FILM. The Stranger (7894083) 630 
ScoO«i Yard (8428421) 630 The Crtoc 
11353599) 730 The Protectors (8415957) 
6.00 Space 1999 (5229228) B30 The 
Prisoner (5232 792) 10 30-1230 FILM' 
ftrerkophenle (1877605) 

UK LIVING _ 

(kOOatn Agony Hou (7258)79) 730 LMng 
Magazine (6039421) 930 The Treatment 
(2931976) 930 Kate and Afe (5034228) 
10.00 Hearts ot Odd (6025228) 1130 The 
Young and the ResDess (38CC044I 1135 
The Food and Dnnk Chri s t ma s Quc 
(5955976) 1230pm Brookjcle (5487266) 
135 Kiioy (192377 3) 230 Agony Hora 
(4918537) 330 Luring Magadne (4658841) 
430 ULstiuaiof) UK IK&757D1 430 

Crosswts (7441334) 535 The Joker’s Wife 
(58255402) 530 Bewitched (8317334) 630 
Esther (8314247) 630 Brookslde (6709179) 
735 The Jerry Sponger Show (7060421) 
HjOO the Young and the Restless (77512281 
835 FILM: The Fabulous Baker Bays 
(56381570) 1130-1230 Love Ufe (6026957) 

FAMILY CHANNEL _ 

530pm The Wonder Years (8315) 530 
Until (8063) 630 Batmai (5976) 630 
Carchphrase 730 Through the Keyhole 
(6179) 730 My Two Dads (5112) 830 The 
Darting Buds ol May (37131) 930 The Ruth 
Bended Mysteries (57995) 1030 Aft Clued 
Up (61247) 1030 Neon Rida (46641)1130 
Batman (47501) 1230 Titin (89759) 
1230am Concentration 130 3mo (70174) 


130 Rhoda (13377) 230 Neon Rider 
(38358) 330 Rhoda (90938) 330 Ztxio 
(75700) 430 The Wonder Years (09193) 
430-530 The Block Slid ton (91687) 

MTV _ 

630am The Grrxl (243531 730 3 Iron 1 
(8207421) 7.15 Awake (48470B2IB30 Must 
Vktocto (761402] 1030 RocHroenlary 

(716241 1130 SOU {304021 1200 Hit s 
(96889) 130pm Non-Slop (81297731 2.15 3 
Iron 1 (90800150) 230 Sports 16605) 330 
Cnemahc 18633995) 3.15 Hanging Cut 
(7066421) 430 News 4.15 Hanging Out 
(2323112) 430 Dial MTV (6841) 530 The 
Dance Chan (8773) 530 Hanging Out 
(92529) 730 Lemy hraviC £0841) 830 
Unplugged (46889) 830 Red Her Chfti 
Peppers (19247) 930 Beaus and Butttead 
(99518) 1030 News 10.15 Cinematic 
1714334) 1030 Aeon Ftar (72353) 1130 The 
End? (64150) 1230am Videos (9687648) 

VH-1 _ 

7.00am Power BreaMasl (16267451 930 
Care (10055371 1230 Heart and Soul 
(2107570) 1.00pm The Vinyl Years 
(212351 B) 230 Jrnmy Jam and Teny Laws 
(9068112) 330 kilo tire Music 185686781 
630 Beach Boys (2138062) 7.00 VH-1 let 
You (6334957) 830 Review (63436051 930 
John Mayall (6323841} 10X0 The Vinyl Tears 
(6333228) 11.00 The Bridge (B507112) 
130am Justin Hayward (1393807) 230 
Dcwn Patrol 

ZEE TV _ 

7.00am Aslan Monwg (11722711) 630 
Love Stories (60042042) 030 Toni FILM 
(76742976) 1230 Dekh Bhai DeMi 1230pm 
India Show (82146334) 130 Hindi' FILM' 
Saprre Sajan Ke (25125150) 430 Zee Top 
T«n (44279518) 630 Zee Zone 530 Pimptn 
Fc* (21375792) 6.00 Dilbgi (21372605) 
630 Zee ertd U 730 rtgfttfe (593737B2) 
730 Gatocse c 1352641) 8.00 News 630 
Andaz (5S378247) 030 Urdu Serial 
(890150621 ia00 Zee Horror (51597137) 
1030 Commander (45292745) 11.00 You 
Znlagi (442702471 1130-12.00 Sn Krishna 
(466SS570) 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT 

Cartoons from 5am to Bpm; TNT (tap. 
730pm National Vehroi (1944) (749727B1) 
9.15 Coma (1SY8) (fflSQ2353) 1130 Mare 
Nostrum (1926) (923851 SO) 1.10am La Rn 
A] Jour (1938) (57767396) 330630 Un 
na w n a m (1946) (94924193) 

CNN/QVC _ 

CNN prmrides 24-fMW news and QVC is 
tha home shopping ehaniML 
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Future will be discussed today 


ready to end 
Charlton era 


AFTER almost ten years of 
unprecedented success. Jack 
Charlton’s career as manager 
of Ireland is in danger of 
ending in confusion and bit¬ 
terness. His future will be 
discussed when he meets Foot¬ 
ball Association of Ireland 
(FAI) officials in Dublin this 
morning, with indications that 
he may be pressed to resign. 

To Charlton’s surprise, and 
dismay, reports circulating 
yesterday suggested that the 
FAI was planning a press 
conference on the manager's 
position today. The reports 
proved false, but the implica¬ 
tions for todays meeting are 
nevertheless unmistakable. 

“1 don't know anything 
about what's going on. 1 don't 
know where these reports 
came from,’’ Charlton said 
yesterday. “They didn’t .come 
from me. and the FAI say they 
didn't get it from them. 

“I’m going to Dublin 
because I’d agreed to drop in 
to my pub there, and I will see 
Sean Connolly and Louis 
Kilcoyne [the FAI’s chief exec¬ 
utive and president respective¬ 
ly]. but I'm not going to any 
press conference. I didn’t 
know anything about these 
reports." 

Charlton's future has been 
die subject of growing specula¬ 
tion for some months, as 
Ireland frittered away a com- 


By Peter Ball 

manding position in their 
European championship 
qualifying group with a disas¬ 
trous senes of results in the 
summer and autumn. Things 
came to a head after the defeat 
by Holland in the play-off at 
Anfield last Wednesday. 

In the aftermath of that 
failure to qualify. Charlton 
said that he intended to take 
until the new year to have a 
holiday and think over his 
future. That was apparently a 
small enough request from the 
manager who had taken Ire¬ 
land to the European champi¬ 
onships in 1988 and to the 
World Cup finals for die first 
time in 1990. when they 
reached the quarter-finals. 



Charlton: asked for time 



No 658 in association with 
BRITISH MIDIAND 



ACROSS 

I Painful choice (7) 

5 Lighting device (4) 

9 Dislodged piece of turf (5) 

10 RCcassock(7) 

11 Excellent practical example 
( 6 - 6 ) 

12 Mrs— , Household Man¬ 
agement writer $) 

13 Trickery; a sweet (6) 

16 ADow to be unrestrained 
(4,4.4) 

19 “England — ..."(Nelson} 
(7) 

20 Rubbish (esp. US) (5) 

21 Perform again (4) 

22 Satisfactory outcome (7) 


DOWN 

1 Queen of Carthage, loved 
Aeneas (4) 

2 Attracting admiration (7) 

3 Plain, unemotional (6-2-4) 

4 Property; advantages (6} 

6 Pile up (5) 

7 J/l(X)th(rfa D-mark(7) 

5 Slow, rule-bound (office) 
( 12 ) 

12 Source of anxiety, annoy¬ 
ance (7) 

14 Component of (army) divi¬ 
sion; work team (7) 

tS Population count (6) 

17 Dull, flat, empty (5) 

18 In such a way (4) 


PRIZES: _ A 

THE WINNER will receive a return ticket 55FV 
travelling economy class to anywhere on T.i ssRsl*? 

British Midland's domestic or international 
network. 

THE RUNNER-UP wH! receive a return _ _ , 

ticket to anywhere on British Midland's ■ ... , 
domestic network. British Midland offers mmmmmmmna ' 
an extensive ranee of departure and destination points 
throughout the UK as well as Europe. As the UKs second largest 
scheduled service airline and Heatnrows second biggest user, it 
operates a fleet of 35 aircraft on over 1200 flights per week 
throughout the UK and Europe. 

All flights are sub ject to availability. 

Post your entry to Times Two Crossword. PO Box 6886. 

London E2 8SP. The solution will appear next Wednesday, 

and the winners' names on Wednesday January 10. 

Name/Address ............... 


SOLUTION TO No 657 

ACROSS: I Hock 3 Cupboard S Murk 9 Gruesome II Close ranks 
14 Drawer 15 Bottom 17 Brown study 20 Irritant 21 Ogre 
22 Spandrel 23 Neon 

DOWN; I Homicide 2 Corporal 4 Uproar 5 Bleak House 6 Avon 
7 Deed io Celebrated 12 Struggle 13 Empyrean 16 Twinge IS Bias 
19 Aria 

WINNERS OF TIMES TWO CROSSWORD NO 652 
1st PRIZE of a return ticket travelling economy class to anywhere on 
BRITISH MIDLAND'S domestic or international network Is A Powell, 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

2nd PRIZE of a return ticket to anywhere on BRITISH MIDLAND'S 
domestic network is N A Brewis. New Waltham. Grimsby. All flights 
subject to availability. 


and again in 1994. Small, but 
stm too much, it seems. 

“I had asked for a bit of time 
just to think," Chariton said 
yesterday, “but it looks like 
I'm not going to get it I need to 
have a tittle think and make 
my mind up, but I'm being put 
under a ridiculous amount of 
pressure.'’ 

Immediately after the defeat 
at Anfield, Connolly said that 
Charlton would decide wheth¬ 
er he wanted to stay or go. 
Most expected him to resign, 
probably in February, when 
he would have fulfilled a 
cherished ambition to com¬ 
plete ten years in the job. That 
now seems unlikely. 

With his resignation antici¬ 
pated, speculation has mount¬ 
ed, and the FAI may have 
decided to end the confusion. 
The association may also want 
to have a new man in place 
before the managers’ meeting 
in Liechtenstein on January 23 
to arrange the World Cup I 


Several caps have already 
been thrown into the ring by 
would-be successors, with 
Mick McCarthy, the Millwall 
manager, making plain his 
interest in the job this week. 
Joe Kiimear, of Wimbledon, 
also has some popular sup¬ 
port Other names drawn into 
recent discussion include Ken¬ 
ny Dalglish. Howard Wilkin¬ 
son, Howard Kendall, Liam 
Brady. Kevin Moran and 
Mark Lawrenson. 

Martin O'Neill is expected 
to be confirmed as the new 
manager of Leicester City 
within the next 24 hours. The 
Filbert Street dub has been 
given official permission to 
open talks with the 43-year-old 
Irishman after his resignation 
as manager of Norwich City at 
the weekend after only six 
months in charge. 

Martin George, the 
Leicester chairman, is negoti¬ 
ating a compensation deal 
with Norwich thought to be 
worth around £500.000, and 
O'Neill should be appointed in 
time for the trip to Endsleigh 
League first division promo¬ 
tion rivals, Grimsby Town. 

The former Nottingham 
Forest midfield player and 
Northern Ireland internation¬ 
al came close to taking the 
Leicester job when it was 
vacated by Brian Little a year 
ago, but decided instead to 
stay with Wycombe Wander¬ 
ers as they pushed for their 
third successive promotion. 

Luton Town are hoping to 
name their new manager to¬ 
morrow. Mike Walker and 
Lennie Lawrence are appar¬ 
ently competing closely for the 
post vacated by Terry Westley 
on Monday. 

A dub spokesman insisted 
that the board was still consid¬ 
ering applications yesterday, 
but admitted: “Mr Walker and 
Mr Lawrence have both been 
interviewed by the board and 
there may be an announce¬ 
ment tomorrow." 

Walker, who had also been 
linked with the vacant 
Leicester position, has been 
out of management for 13 
months since being dismissed 
by Everton. He was previous¬ 
ly in charge of Norwich. 
Lawrence, a former Charlton 
Athletic and Middlesbrough 
manager, was dismissed by 
Bradford City last month. 
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Ilott runs to congratulate Robin Smith for the catch which gave him his fourth wicket in a fine opening spdL Photograph: Graham Morris 

England commuters judder to a halt 


From Alan Lee 

CRICKET CORRESPONDENT 
IN PIETERMARITZBURG 

PIETERMARITZBURG (first 
day of three. South African 
Students XI won toss): Stu¬ 
dents XJ have scored 253for 
six against England XJ 

AS SOON as their team bus 
broke down on the freeway 
from Durban, England's 
cricketers sensed they were in 
for an unrewarding day. It 
was duly provided t»y a pair of 
injuries to complicate their 
planning for the fourth Test, 
starting on Boxing Day, and a 
maiden century from Nic 
Pothas. which originated 
amid the debris of five wickets 
in the opening hour. 

Pothas. a regular in die 
Transvaal side, finished un¬ 
beaten on 141 as the England 
bowlers utterly failed to 
capitalise on their remarkable 
start. From an embarrassing 
23 for five, the Students XI 
repaired, retrenched and took 
command, so that by the time 
England's replacement bus 
headed back towards the coast 
it was carrying a severely 
chastened cargo. 

The players could be con¬ 
soled only by the fact that their 
management team was ab¬ 
sent John Barclay went to 
Durban airport to round up a 
posse of incoming wives and 
girlfriends, while Raymond 
Illingworth took the day off. 
He would not have been 
impressed by most of the 
bowling and out-cricket, or by 
a fatalistic attitude that pre¬ 
vailed from mid-afternoon. 
He will also be concerned to 


learn of minor injury scares 
involving Jason Gallian and 
Peter Martin. 

This fixture had looked, 
from a distance, a triviality, no 
more than a gentle work-out 
for the also-rans of die party. 
But with the third Test like 
the first a victim of bad 
weather, it assumed new im¬ 
portance. England picked 
their Test team, minus the 
resting Dominic Cork, and 
competitive match practice 
was deemed vital. 

From the outset it did not 


SA STUDENTS XI 

A Wessete c Smitti b itott.. 6 

‘G F J Uedenbem c Russefl b Martml2 

M van JaarcveU 6 itott...2 

N Adams c Russell b Ilott..0 

tN Pothas not oU.. 141 

V Wandiag c Smith b Bolt . 0 

M JG Davis c Russell b Itott... _ 44 

N Bojenol out.42 

Extras (to 2. w 1, nb 3). 6 

Total (6 wkts)---253 

J D AfoarHe. B P Horan and J September 
total. 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-6, 2-19, 3-23. 
4-23. 5-23. 6-108. 

BOWLING: Uott 22-6-77-5. Martin 11-6- 
33-1. Gallian 5-0-19-0 Wadonson 16-4- 
50-0; UUngwortti 24-3-65-0: He* 5-0-7-0. 
ENGLAND »: *M A Atherton, A J 
Stwrart. J E R Gaian. G P Thorpe. G A 
Hick. R A Smith, tRC Russell, MWalkin- 
9on. P J Martin. R K Uflngworth, M C Itott. 
Umpires: R B Shah and S F Marais. 


proceed to plan. Having decid¬ 
ed to commute daily to Natal's 
provincial capita] — a round 
trip of 100 miles — England 
found themselves marooned, 
midway through their jour¬ 
ney, at an hour when they 
would customarily be starting 
breakfast By the time a sec¬ 
ond bus had rescued and 


delivered them, it was neces¬ 
sary to delay the start for half 
an hour. 

Things now happened so 
quickly that the students were 
threatened with being bowled 
out by lunch as Martin and 
Mark flott used the new ball 
effectively. While the ball was 
hard, the bounce of the pitch 
was uneven. Andy Wessels 
was caught at short leg off Ids 
glove and Martin van 
Jaarsveld was bowled by Ilott 
playing speculatively across 
the line- Martin contributed 
the important wicket of Gerry 
Liebenberg and when Ilott 
struck twice more in his 
seventh over the game looked 
a complete mismatch. 

Martin rested with one for 
six from seven overs but 
bowled only four more overs 
in the day. He left the field for 
treatment to a strain in his 
right shoulder that has been 
discomfiting him periodically 
through the tour. It is not 
thought to be serious but 
England would have been 
happier without it. 

Gallian, pitched into this 
game the day after his arrival 
from Pakistan, was evidently 
still suffering from jet lag as tie 
fell over in trying to deliver his 
first ball. Much merriment 
greeted this, but there was 
nothing amusing about his 
sprint from the field, shortly 
after lunch, having dislocated , 
the little finger of ins left hand j 
malting a stop at cover. ; 

The team physiotherapist, 
Wayne Morton, judged that 
Gallian would be sore for a 
day or two but wfll befit to bat 
and. presumably, available 
for the Test For now, at least 


Gallian will take on die oner¬ 
ous No 3 position, Alec Stew¬ 
art having won his case to 
continue as Michael Ather¬ 
ton’s opening partner. 

Pothas, a tall player of range 
and dexterity, (fid not suggest 
permanency when heaving an 
ungainly six in Richard 
Illingworth’s first over. Brava¬ 
do in a lost cause, or so it 
seemed. But he played ever 
better as the day wore on and, 
after Ilott had returned to 
dismiss Mark Davis lor 44. 
Pothas took complete charge. 


His partnership wfth-Nicky 
Bqjei who is in the Test squad, 
is worth 145 and Bqje, a 
compact left-hander, has 
made only 42 of them. Pothas 
was dropped mice — at deep 
square leg by the hapless 
Devon Malcolm, fielding as 
substitute for Martin — but it 
was a rare lapse in an innings 
born out of desperation, and 
so far spanning four and a 
half hours. 

Global vision, page 44 
Record forfeited, page 44 
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Venables supports vision for future 


TERRY VENABLES yester¬ 
day called for more “imagina¬ 
tion” in .the teaching of 
football and said that it was 
vital that we got “our vision 
right" of the future style of the 
national game: 

The England coach said: 
“We are in the middle of 
trying to shape ourselves, 
what our vision of football in 
ten or 20 years’ time wfll be." 
He said that although we do 
Some things better than other 
countries, we could benefit 
from other qualities, such 
as the flair of the French 
and foe organisation of foe 
Germans. 

Venables was speaking as 
be launched the biggest na¬ 
tionwide competition to be 
held in schools to celebrate 


By John Goodbooy 

foe staging, in England, of the 
1996 European champion¬ 
ship. Venables will chair the 
panel judging foe short-listed 
entries from up to 24,000 
schools, which will produce a 
piece of work demonstrating 
knowledge and understand¬ 
ing of particular countries. 

Venables said: “When I was 
at school if you were interest¬ 
ed in football you could not 

wait for lessons to finish to get 

out on the field playing foot¬ 
ball Hopefully, through their 
interest in football and Euro 
% this competition will help 
switch youngsters on to their 
lessons as well” 

Already 3,000 schools have 
entered foe competition, 
whit* will consist of submit¬ 
ting written work, a poster, a 


set of postcards, a song, model 
and a mural or a collage, 
which will link foe football 
theme with European aware¬ 
ness. The schools wfll choose 
one long-established Euro¬ 
pean country together with 
one of the newly-created 
emerging countries as the 
focus of their study. 

There are four separate 
categories: ages 5-11 (primary 
schools}; ages 11-16 (secondary 
schools); ages 16-18 (secondary 
schools, sixth form or tertiary 
colleges) and special schools 
(all ages). The national win¬ 
ners wfll get tickets to foe 
finals of Euro *96 and the 
regional winners will receive 
products from Canon and 
Philips, which are sponsoring 
foe competition. 



Venables; imagination 























